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Preface

There is no shortage of books on Commutative Algebra, but the present book is
different. Most books are monographs, with extensive coverage. But there is one
notable exception: Atiyah and Macdonald’s 1969 classic [B]. It is a clear, concise,
and efficient textbook, aimed at beginners, with a good selection of topics. So it
has remained popular. However, its age and flaws do show. So there is need for an
updated and improved version, which the present book aims to be.

Atiyah and Macdonald explain their philosophy in their introduction. They say
their book “has the modest aim of providing a rapid introduction to the subject.
It is designed to be read by students who have had a first elementary course in
general algebra. On the other hand, it is not intended as a substitute for the more
voluminous tracts on Commutative Algebra. ... The lecture-note origin of this book
accounts for the rather terse style, with little general padding, and for the condensed
account of many proofs.” They “resisted the temptation to expand it in the hope
that the brevity of [the] presentation will make clearer the mathematical structure
of what is by now an elegant and attractive theory.” They endeavor “to build up to
the main theorems in a succession of simple steps and to omit routine verifications.”

Their successful philosophy is wholeheartedly embraced below (it is a feature,
not a flaw!), and also refined a bit. The present book also “grew out of a course of
lectures.” That course was based primarily on their book, but has been offered a
number of times, and has evolved over the years, influenced by other publications
and the reactions of the students. Their book comprises eleven chapters, split into
forty-two sections. The present book comprises twenty-six sections; each represents
a single lecture, and is self-contained.

Atiyah and Macdonald “provided . ..exercises at the end of each chapter.” They
“provided hints, and sometimes complete solutions, to the hard” exercises. More-
over, they developed a significant amount of the main content in the exercises. By
contrast, in the present book, the exercises are integrated into the development,
and complete solutions are given at the end of the book. Doing so lengthened the
book considerably. In particular, it led to the addition of appendices on Fitting
Ideals and on Cohen-Macaulayness. (All four appendices elaborate on important
issues arising in the main text.)

There are 324 exercises below. They include about half the exercises in Atiyah
and Macdonald’s book; eventually, all will be handled. The disposition of those
exercises is indicated in a special index preceding the main index. The 324 also
include many exercises that come from other publications and many that originate
here. Here the exercises are tailored to provide a means for students to check, to
solidify, and to expand their understanding of the material. The exercises are inten-
tionally not difficult, tricky, or involved. Rarely do they introduce new techniques,
although some introduce new concepts and many statements are used later.

Students are encouraged to try to solve each and every exercise, and to do so
before looking up its solution. If they become stuck, then they should review the
relevant material; if they remain stuck, then they should change tack by studying
the given solution, possibly discussing it with others, but always making sure they
can eventually solve the whole exercise entirely on their own. In any event, students
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vi Preface

should read the given solution, even if they think they already know it, just to make
sure; also, some exercises provide enlightening alternative solutions.

Instructors are encouraged to examine their students, possibly orally at a black-
board, possibly via written tests, on a small, randomly chosen subset of all the
exercises that have been assigned over the course of the term for the students to
write up in their own words. For use during each exam, instructors should provide
students with a special copy of the book that does include the solutions.

Atiyah and Macdonald explain that “a proper treatment of Homological Algebra
is impossible within the confines of a small book; on the other hand, it is hardly
sensible to ignore it completely.” So they “use elementary homological methods—
exact sequence, diagrams, etc.—but...stop short of any results requiring a deep
study of homology.” Again, their philosophy is embraced and refined in the present
book. Notably, below, elementary methods are used, not Tor’s as they do, to prove
the Ideal Criterion for flatness, and to relate flat modules and free modules over
local rings. Also, projective modules are treated below, but not in their book.

In the present book, Category Theory is a basic tool; in Atiyah and Macdonald’s,
it seems like a foreign language. Thus they discuss the universal (mapping) property
(UMP) of localization of a ring, but provide an ad hoc characterization. They also
prove the UMP of tensor product of modules, but do not name it this time. Below,
the UMP is fundamental: there are many standard constructions; each has a UMP,
which serves to characterize the resulting object up to unique isomorphism owing
to one general observation of Category Theory. For example, the Left Exactness of
Hom is viewed simply as expressing in other words that the kernel and the cokernel
of a map are characterized by their UMPs; by contrast, Atiyah and Macdonald
prove the Left Exactness via a tedious elementary argument.

Atiyah and Macdonald prove the Adjoint-Associativity Formula. They note it
says that Tensor Product is the left adjoint of Hom. From it and the Left Exactness
of Hom, they deduce the Right Exactness of Tensor Product. They note that this
derivation shows that any “left adjoint is right exact.” More generally, as explained
below, this derivation shows that any left adjoint preserves arbitrary direct limits,
ones indexed by any small category. Atiyah and Macdonald consider only direct
limits indexed by a directed set, and sketch an ad hoc argument showing that tensor
product preserves direct limit. Also, arbitrary direct sums are direct limits indexed
by a discrete category (it is not a directed set); hence, the general result yields that
Tensor Product and other left adjoints preserve arbitrary Direct Sum.

Below, left adjoints are proved unique up to unique isomorphism. Therefore,
the functor of localization of a module is canonically isomorphic to the functor of
tensor product with the localized base ring, as both are left adjoints of the same
functor, Restriction of Scalars from the localized ring to the base ring. There is an
alternative argument. Since Localization is a left adjoint, it preserves Direct Sum
and Cokernel; whence, it is isomorphic to that tensor-product functor by Watts
Theorem, which characterizes all tensor-product functors as those linear functors
that preserve Direct Sum and Cokernel. Atiyah and Macdonald’s treatment is ad
hoc. However, they do use the proof of Watts Theorem directly to show that,
under the appropriate conditions, Completion of a module is Tensor Product with
the completed base ring.

Below, Direct Limit is also considered as a functor, defined on the appropriate
category of functors. As such, Direct Limit is a left adjoint. Hence, direct limits
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preserve other direct limits. Here the theory briefly climbs to a higher level of
abstraction. The discussion is completely elementary, but by far the most abstract
in the book. The extra abstraction can be difficult, especially for beginners.

Below, filtered direct limits are treated too. They are closer to the kind of limits
treated by Atiyah and Macdonald. In particular, filtered direct limits preserve
exactness and flatness. Further, they appear in the following lovely form of Lazard’s
Theorem: in a canonical way, every module is the direct limit of free modules of
finite rank; moreover, the module is flat if and only if that direct limit is filtered.

Atiyah and Macdonald treat primary decomposition in a somewhat dated fashion.
First, they study primary decompositions of ideals in rings. Then, in the exercises,
they indicate how to translate the theory to modules. The decompositions need not
exist, as the rings and modules need not be Noetherian. Associated primes play a
secondary role: they are defined as the radicals of the primary components, and then
characterized as the primes that are the radicals of annihilators of elements. Finally,
they prove that, when the rings and modules are Noetherian, decompositions exist
and the associated primes are annihilators. To prove existence, they use irreducible
modules. Nowadays, associated primes are normally defined as prime annihilators
of elements, and studied on their own at first; sometimes, as below, irreducible
modules are not considered at all in the main development.

There are several other significant differences between Atiyah and Macdonald’s
treatment and the one below. First, the Noether Normalization Lemma is proved
below in a stronger form for nested sequences of ideals; consequently, for algebras
that are finitely generated over a field, dimension theory can be developed directly
without treating Noetherian local rings first. Second, in a number of results below,
the modules are assumed to be finitely presented over an arbitrary ring, rather than
finitely generated over a Noetherian ring. Third, there is an elementary treatment
of regular sequences below and a proof of Serre’s Criterion for Normality. Fourth,
below, the Adjoint-Associativity Formula is proved over a pair of base rings; hence,
it yields both a left and a right adjoint to the functor of restriction of scalars.

The present book is a second beta edition. Please do the community a service
by sending the authors comments and corrections. Thanks!

Allen B. Altman and Steven L. Kleiman
31 August 2013
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1. Rings and Ideals

We begin by reviewing basic notions and conventions to set the stage. Through-
out this book, we emphasize universal mapping properties (UMPs); they are used
to characterize notions and to make constructions. So, although polynomial rings
and residue rings should already be familiar in other ways, we present their UMPs
immediately, and use them extensively. We close this section with a brief treatment
of idempotents and the Chinese Remainder Theorem.

(1.1) (Rings). — Recall that a ring R is an abelian group, written additively,
with an associative multiplication that is distributive over the addition.
Throughout this book, every ring has a multiplicative identity, denoted by 1.
Further, every ring is commutative (that is, xy = yx in it), with an occasional
exception, which is always marked (normally, it’s a ring of matrices).
As usual, the additive identity is denoted by 0. Note that, for any z in R,

z-0=0;

indeed, z-0=2(0+0) =2 -0+ -0, and « - 0 can be canceled by adding —(z - 0).
We allow 1 =0. If1=0, then R=0; indeed, z =2 -1=2x-0=0 for any x.
A unit is an element u with a reciprocal 1/u such that u-1/u = 1. Alternatively,

1/u is denoted u~! and is called the multiplicative inverse of u. The units form

a multiplicative group, denoted R*.

For example, the ordinary integers form a ring Z, and its units are 1 and —1.

A ring homomorphism, or simply a ring map, ¢: R — R’ is a map preserving
sums, products, and 1. Clearly, ¢(R*) C R'*. We call ¢ an isomorphism if it is
bijective, and then we write ¢ : R = R’. We call ¢ an endomorphism if R’ = R.
We call ¢ an automorphism if it is bijective and if R' = R.

If there is an unnamed isomorphism between rings R and R’, then we write
R = R’ when it is canonical; that is, it does not depend on any artificial choices,
so that for all practical purposes, R and R’ are the same— they are just copies of
each other. For example, the polynomial rings R[X| and R[Y] in variables X and
Y are canonically isomorphic when X and Y are identified. (Recognizing that an
isomorphism is canonical can provide insight and obviate verifications. The notion
is psychological, and depends on the context.) Otherwise, we write R ~ R'.

A subset R” C R is a subring if R” is a ring and the inclusion R” < R a ring
map. For example, given a ring map ¢: R — R/, its image Im(p) := ¢(R) is a
subring of R’.

An R-algebra is a ring R’ that comes equipped with a ring map ¢: R — R/,
called the structure map. An R-algebra homomorphism, or R-algebra map,
R’ — R” is a ring map between R-algebras compatible with their structure maps.

(1.2) (Boolean rings). — The simplest nonzero ring has two elements, 0 and 1. It
is unique, and denoted Fs.

Given any ring R and any set X, let RX denote the set of functions f: X — R.
Then RX is, clearly, a ring under valuewise addition and multiplication.

For example, take R := Fy. Given f: X — R, put S := f~1{1}. Then f(z) =1
ifze S, and f(x) =0if ¢ S; in other words, f is the characteristic function
Xs- Thus the characteristic functions form a ring, namely, Fzx .

1



2 Rings and Ideals (1.4)

Given T C X, clearly xs - x7 = xsnr. Further, xs + xr = xsar, where SAT
is the symmetric difference:

SAT :=(SUT)—(SNT)=(S-T)uU (T - 9);

here S — T denotes, as usual, the set of elements of S not in 7. Thus the subsets
of X form a ring: sum is symmetric difference, and product is intersection. This
ring is canonically isomorphic to Fx .

A ring B is said to be Boolean if f2 = f for all f € B. Clearly, F¥ is Boolean.

Suppose X is a topological space, and give Fy the discrete topology; that is,
every subset is both open and closed. Consider the continuous functions f: X — Fs.
Clearly, they are just the xg where S is both open and closed. Clearly, they form
a Boolean subring of F2'. Conversely, Stone’s Theorem ([C3=2H) asserts that every
Boolean ring is canonically isomorphic to the ring of continuous functions from a
compact Hausdorff topological space X to Fo, or equivalently, isomorphic to the ring
of open and closed subsets of X.

(1.3) (Polynomial rings). — Let R be a ring, P := R[X3,...,X,,] the polynomial
ring in n variables (see [B, pp.352-3] or [B, p.268]). Recall that P has this Uni-
versal Mapping Property (UMP): given a ring map ¢: R — R’ and given an
element x; of R’ for each i, there is a unique ring map w: P — R’ with m|R = ¢
and 7(X;) = x;. In fact, since 7 is a ring map, necessarily 7 is given by the formula:

W(Z Aigroi) X1 "'Xfl") = Z‘P(a(il ..... )Tl

In other words, P is universal among R-algebras equipped with a list of n elements:
P is one, and it maps uniquely to any other.

Similarly, let P’ := R[{X)}xea] be the polynomial ring in an arbitrary list of
variables: its elements are the polynomials in any finitely many of the X; sum and
product are defined as in P. Thus P’ contains as a subring the polynomial ring
in any finitely many X, and P’ is the union of these subrings. Clearly, P’ has
essentially the same UMP as P: given ¢: R — R’ and given x) € R’ for each ),
there is a unique m: P — R’ with 7|R = ¢ and 7(X)) = .

(1.4) (Ideals). — Let R be a ring. Recall that a subset a is called an ideal if

(1) 0 € q,
(2) whenever a,b € a, also a + b € a, and
(3) whenever € R and a € a, also za € a.

Given elements ay € R for A € A, by the ideal (a))rea they generate, we mean
the smallest ideal containing them all. If A = (3, then this ideal consists just of 0.

Any ideal containing all the ay contains any (finite) linear combination ) xjay
with ) € R and almost all 0. Form the set a, or > Ray, of all such linear
combinations; clearly, a is an ideal containing all a. Thus a is the ideal generated
by the ay.

Given a single element a, we say that the ideal (a) is principal. By the preceding
observation, {(a) is equal to the set of all multiples xa with = € R.

Similarly, given ideals a) of R, by the ideal they generate, we mean the smallest
ideal > ay that contains them all. Clearly, > ay is equal to the set of all finite
linear combinations Y zjay with ) € R and ay € ay.
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Given two ideals a and b, consider these three nested sets:
a+b:={a+b|a€aandbec b},
anb:={a|a€aandac b},

ab:={> a;b; | a; € a and b; € b}.

They are clearly ideals. They are known as the sum, intersection, and product
of a and b. Further, for any ideal ¢, the distributive law holds: a(b+ ¢) = ab + ac.

Let a be an ideal. Then a = R if and only if 1 € a. Indeed, if 1 € a, then
x=ux-1¢€ afor every x € R. It follows that a = R if and only if a contains a
unit. Further, if (x) = R, then z is a unit, since then there is an element y such
that zy = 1. If a # R, then a is said to be proper.

Let ¢: R — R’ be a ring map. Let aR’ denote the ideal of R’ generated by ¢(a);
we call aR’ the extension of a. Let a’ be an ideal of R’. Clearly, the preimage
¢~ !(a’) is an ideal of R; we call ¢~!(a’) the contraction of a’.

EXERCISE (CH). — Let ¢: R — R’ be a map of rings, a an ideal of R, and b an
ideal of R'. Set a® := ¢(a)R’ and b¢ := p~1(b). Prove these statements:

(1) Then a®® D a and b° C b. (2) Then a®*® = a® and b°*® = b°.

(3) If b is an extension, then b¢ is the largest ideal of R with extension b.

(4) If two extensions have the same contraction, then they are equal.

(1.6) (Residue rings). — Let ¢: R — R’ be a ring map. Recall its kernel Ker(y)
is defined to be the ideal ¢ ~1(0) of R. Recall Ker(¢) = 0 if and only if ¢ is injective.
Conversely, let a be an ideal of R. Form the set of cosets of a:

R/a:={z+a|z e R}

Recall that R/a inherits a ring structure, and is called the residue ring (or
quotient ring or factor ring) of R modulo a. Form the quotient map

k:R— R/a by kr:=x-+a.

The element kz € R/a is called the residue of x. Clearly, k is surjective, k is a
ring map, and x has kernel a. Thus every ideal is a kernel!

Note that Ker(¢) D a if and only if pa = 0.

Recall that, if Ker(y) D a, then there is a ring map ¢: R/a — R’ with yx = ;
that is, the following diagram is commutative:

R —— R/a
AN
R/

Conversely, if ¢ exists, then Ker(y) D a, or pa =0, or aR’ = 0, since ka = 0.
Further, if ¢ exists, then 1 is unique as k is surjective.
Finally, as k is surjective, if 1 ezists, then v is surjective if and only if ¢ is so.
In addition, then % is injective if and only if a = Ker(y). Hence then ¥ is an
isomorphism if and only if ¢ is surjective and a = Ker(p). Therefore, always

R/ Ker(p) == Im(yp). (1.6.1)

In practice, it is usually more productive to view R/a not as a set of cosets,
but simply as another ring R’ that comes equipped with a surjective ring map
¢: R — R’ whose kernel is the given ideal a.

Finally, R/a has, as we saw, this UMP: k(a) = 0, and given p: R — R’ such that
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p(a) = 0, there is a unique ring map ¥: R/a — R’ such that ¥k = . In other
words, R/a is universal among R-algebras R’ such that aR’ = 0.

Above, if a is the ideal generated by elements ay, then the UMP can be usefully
rephrased as follows: k(ay) =0 for all \, and given ¢: R — R’ such that ¢(ay) =0
for all \, there is a unique ring map : R/a — R’ such that {x = .

The UMP serves to determine R/a up to unique isomorphism. Indeed, say R’,
equipped with ¢: R — R/, has the UMP too. Then ¢(a) = 0; so there is a unique
¥: R/a — R’ with ¥k = ¢. And k(a) = 0; so there is a unique ¢': R’ — R/a with
' = k. Then, as shown, (¢'1)k = k, but 1 0k = K where 1

R/a
P

R — R 1
AV

R/a

is the identity map of R/a; hence, 1’1 = 1 by uniqueness. Similarly, 13’ = 1 where
1 now stands for the identity map of R’. Thus 3 and v’ are inverse isomorphisms.

The preceding proof is completely formal, and so works widely. There are many
more constructions to come, and each one has an associated UMP, which therefore
serves to determine the construction up to unique isomorphism.

EXERCISE (). — Let R be a ring, a an ideal, and P := R[Xy,...,X,] the
polynomial ring. Prove P/aP = (R/a)[X1,...,Xn].

PROPOSITION (1.8). — Let R be a ring, P := R[X] the polynomial ring in one
variable, a € R, and m: P — R the R-algebra map defined by w(X) := a. Then
Ker(m) = (X — a), and R[X]/(X —a) = R.

PRrROOF: Given F(X) € P, the Division Algorithm yields F(X) = G(X)(X —a)+b
with G(X) € P and b € R. Then n(F (X)) = b. Hence Ker(m) = (X — a). Finally,
(CEB) yields R[X]/(X —a) = R. O

(1.9) (Nested ideals). — Let R be aring, a an ideal, and x: R — R/a the quotient

map. Given an ideal b D a, form the corresponding set of cosets of a:
b/a:={b+a|beb}=x(b).

Clearly, b/a is an ideal of R/a. Also b/a = b(R/a).

Clearly, the operations b — b/a and b’ — k=(b") are inverse to each other, and
establish a bijective correspondence between the set of ideals b of R containing a and
the set of all ideals b’ of R/a. Moreover, this correspondence preserves inclusions.

Given an ideal b D a, form the composition of the quotient maps

¢: R— R/a— (R/a)/(b/a).
Clearly, ¢ is surjective, and Ker(y) = b. Hence, owing to (ICH), ¢ factors through
the canonical isomorphism v in this commutative diagram:
R— R/b

|-

R/a — (R/a)/(b/u)
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EXERCISE (ICIO). — Let R be ring, and P := R[X},..., X,] the polynomial ring.
Let m < n and ay,...,a, € R. Set p := (X3 —a1,...,X;m — am). Prove that
P/p = R[X’m+17"'aXn]‘

(1.11) (Idempotents). — Let R be a ring. Let e € R be an idempotent; that is,
e? = e. Then Re is a ring with e as 1, because (re)e = re. But Re is not a subring
of R unless e = 1, although Re is an ideal.

Set ¢’ := 1 —e. Then ¢ is idempotent and e - e’ = 0. We call e and ¢/ comple-
mentary idempotents. Conversely, if two elements e1,es € R satisfy e; +e3 =1

and ejeq = 0, then they are complementary idempotents, as for each ¢,
ei=e;i-1=eiler +ep) =er.

We denote the set of all idempotents by Idem(R). Let ¢: R — R’ be a ring map.
Then ¢(e) is idempotent. So the restriction of ¢ to Idem(R) is a map

Idem(p): Idem(R) — Idem(R’).

EXAMPLE (1.12). — Let R := R’ x R” be a product of two rings: its operations
are performed componentwise. The additive identity is (0,0); the multiplicative
identity is (1,1). Set e :=(1,0) and €’ := (0,1). Then e and €’ are complementary
idempotents. The next proposition shows this example is the only one possible.

PROPOSITION (1.13). — Let R be a ring with complementary idempotents e and
e'. Set R’ := Re and R" := Re’, and form the map ¢: R — R’ x R" defined by
o(z) := (ze,xe’). Then @ is a ring isomorphism.

PROOF: Define a map ¢’: R — R’ by ¢/(x) := xze. Then ¢’ is a ring map since
zye = zye? = (we)(ye). Similarly, define ¢”: R — R” by ¢"(z) := ze’; then ¢” is a
ring map. So @ is aring map. Further, ¢ is surjective, since (ze, 2’e’) = p(ze+2'e’).
Also, ¢ is injective, since if ze = 0 and ze’ = 0, then x = ze + xze’ = 0. Thus @ is
an isomorphism. O

EXERCISE (ICTA) (Chinese Remainder Theorem). — Let R be a ring.

(1) Let a and b be comaximal ideals; that is, a + b = R. Prove
(a) ab=anb and (b) R/ab=(R/a) x (R/b).

(2) Let a be comaximal to both b and b’. Prove a is also comaximal to bb’.
(3) Let a, b be comaximal, and m,n > 1. Prove a™ and b” are comaximal.
(4) Let ay,...,a, be pairwise comaximal. Prove

(a) a; and ay - -- @, are comaximal;
(b) alﬁ"'ﬂan:ul"'an;

(¢) Rf(ar---an) = [[(R/ai).

EXERCISE ([CIH). — First, given a prime number p and a k > 1, find the idempo-
tents in Z/(p*). Second, find the idempotents in Z/(12). Third, find the number

M4
A

of idempotents in Z/(n) where n = vazl pit with p; distinct prime numbers.

EXERCISE (CIH). — Let R := R’ x R” be a product of rings, a C R an ideal.
Show a = o x a” with o/ C R’ and a” C R” ideals. Show R/a = (R'/a’) x (R" /a").



6  Rings and Ideals (1.17)

EXERCISE (ICIA). — Let R be a ring, and e, ¢’ idempotents. (See () also.)
1) Set a:= (e). Show a is idempotent; that is, a? = a.

) Let a be a principal idempotent ideal. Show a(f) with f idempotent.

) Set ¢’ :=e+ e’ —ee’. Show (e, €') = (¢”) and €” is idempotent.

) Let eq, ..., e, be idempotents. Show (ey,...,e.) = (f) with f idempotent.
) Assume R is Boolean. Show every finitely generated ideal is principal.

(
(2
(3
(4
(5



2. Prime Ideals

Prime ideals are the key to the structure of commutative rings. So we review the
basic theory. Specifically, we define prime ideals, and show their residue rings are
domains. We show maximal ideals are prime, and discuss examples. Finally, we
use Zorn’s Lemma to prove the existence of maximal ideals in every nonzero ring.

DEFINITION (2.1). — Let R be a ring. An element z is called a zerodivisor if
there is a nonzero y with xy = 0; otherwise, x is called a nonzerodivisor. Denote
the set of zerodivisors by z.div(R).

A subset S is called multiplicative if 1 € S and if z,y € S implies zy € S.

An ideal p is called prime if its complement R — p is multiplicative, or equiva-
lently, if 1 ¢ p and if zy € p implies x € p or y € p.

EXERCISE (Z2). — Let a and b be ideals, and p a prime ideal. Prove that these
conditions are equivalent: (1) a Cpor b C p;and (2) anb Cp; and (3) ab C p.

(2.8) (Fields, Domains). — A ring is called a field if 1 # 0 and if every nonzero
element is a unit. Standard examples include the rational numbers Q, the real
numbers R, and the complex numbers C.

A ring is called an integral domain, or simply a domain, if (0) is prime, or
equivalently, if R is nonzero and has no nonzero zerodivisors.

Every domain R is a subring of its fraction field Frac(R), which consists of the
fractions z/y with x,y € R and y # 0. Conversely, any subring R of a field K,
including K itself, is a domain; indeed, any nonzero z € R cannot be a zerodivisor,
because, if xy = 0, then (1/z)(xy) = 0, so y = 0. Further, Frac(R) has this UMP:
the inclusion of R into any field L extends uniquely to an inclusion of Frac(R) into
L. For example, the ring of integers Z is a domain, and Frac(Z) =Q Cc R c C.

Let R be a domain, and R[X] the polynomial ring in one variable. Then R[X]
is a domain too. In fact, given two nonzero polynomials f and g, not only is their
product fg nonzero, but its leading term is the product of those of f and g; so

deg(fg) = deg(f) deg(g)- (2.3.1)

By induction, the polynomial ring in n variables R[X7, ..., X,] is a domain, since
R[X1,...,Xn]) = R[X1,..., Xn-1][X4]

Hence the polynomial ring in an arbitrary set of variables R[{Xx}xea] is a domain,
since any two elements lie in a polynomial subring in finitely many of the X,.

Similarly, if f,g € R[X] with fg = 1, then f,g € R, because the product of the
leading terms of f and g is constant. So by induction, if f,g € R[X;,...,X,] with
fg =1, then f g € R. This reasoning can fail if R is not a domain. For example,
if a> =0 in R, then (1+aX)(1 —aX) =1in R[X].

The fraction field Frac(R[{Xx}xrea]) is called the field of rational functions,
and is also denoted by K({X)}xca) where K := Frac(R).

EXERCISE (Z4). — Given a prime number p and an integer n > 2, prove that the
residue ring Z/(p™) does not contain a domain as a subring.

EXERCISE (ZH). — Let R := R’ x R” be a product of two rings. Show that R is
a domain if and only if either R’ or R” is a domain and the other is 0.

7
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(2.6) (Unique factorization). — Let R be a domain, p a nonzero nonunit. We call
p prime if, whenever p | zy (that is, there exists z € R such that pz = zy), either
p|x orp|y. Clearly, p is prime if and only if the ideal (p) is prime.

We call p irreducible if, whenever p = yz, either y or z is a unit. We call R a
Unique Factorization Domain (UFD) if every nonzero element is a product of
irreducible elements in a unique way up to order and units.

In general, prime elements are irreducible; in a UFD, irreducible elements are
prime. Standard examples of UFDs include any field, the integers Z, and a poly-
nomial ring in n variables over a UFD; see [B, p. 398, p.401], [B, Cor. 18.23, p. 297].

LEMMA (2.7). — Let ¢: R — R’ be a ring map, and T C R’ a subset. If T is
multiplicative, then 0~ T is multiplicative; the converse holds if ¢ is surjective.

PROOF: Set S := o 'T. If T is multiplicative, then 1 € S as ¢(1) =1 € T, and
x,y € S implies zy € S as p(xy) = p(z)p(y) € T; thus S is multiplicative.

If S is multiplicative, then 1 € T'as 1 € S and ¢(1) = 1; further, z,y € S implies
o(x), (y), p(zy) € T. If ¢ is surjective, then every 2’ € T is of the form 2’ = ¢(x)
for some = € S. Thus if ¢ is surjective, then T is multiplicative if ¢ ~'T is. O

PROPOSITION (2.8). — Let p: R — R’ be a ring map, and q C R’ an ideal. If q
is prime, then ©~1q is prime; the converse holds if  is surjective.

ProOF: By (EZ4), R—p is multiplicative if and only if R’ —q is. So the assertion
results from Definitions (21). O

COROLLARY (2.9). — Let R be a ring, p an ideal. Then p is prime if and only if
R/p is a domain.

PRrOOF: By (ZR), p is prime if and only if (0) C R/p is. So the assertion results
from the definition of domain in (2=3). O

EXERCISE (EZ10). — Let R be a domain, and R[X3,...,X,] the polynomial ring
in n variables. Let m < n, and set p := (X1,...,X,,). Prove p is a prime ideal.

EXERCISE (ZI@). — Let R := R’ x R” be a product of rings, p C R an ideal.
Show p is prime if and only if either p = p’ x R” with p’ C R’ prime or p = R’ x p”
with p” C R” prime.

EXERCISE (ZZT2). — Let R be a domain, and z,y € R. Assume (z) = (y). Show
x = uy for some unit u.

DEFINITION (2.13). — Let R be a ring. An ideal m is said to be maximal if m is
proper and if there is no proper ideal a with m  a.

EXAMPLE (2.14). — Let R be a domain. In the polynomial ring R[X,Y] in two
variables, (X) is prime by (2210). However, (X) is not maximal since (X) G (X,Y).
Moreover, (X,Y) is maximal if and only if R is a field by (ICI0) and by (2T0)
below.

PROPOSITION (2.15). — A ring R is a field if and only if (0) is a mazimal ideal.

PRrROOF: Suppose R is a field. Let a be a nonzero ideal, and a a nonzero element
of a. Since R is a field, a € R*. So (CA) yields a = R.

Conversely, suppose (0) is maximal. Take z # 0. Then (z) # (0). So (z) = R.
So x is a unit by (CA). Thus R is a field. O



Prime Ideals (2.28) 9

EXERCISE (EZIH). — Let k be a field, R a nonzero ring, ¢: k — R a ring map.
Prove ¢ is injective.

COROLLARY (2.17). — Let R be a ring, m an ideal. Then m is maximal if and
only if R/m is a field.

PRrOOF: Clearly, m is maximal in R if and only if (0) is maximal in R/m by
(™). Hence the assertion results from (EZTH). O

EXERCISE (EZIR). — Let R be a ring, p a prime ideal, R[X] the polynomial ring.
Show that pR[X] and pR[X]+(X) are prime ideals of R[X], and that if p is maximal,
then so is pR[X] + (X).

EXERCISE (2Z2I9). — Let B be a Boolean ring. Show that every prime p is maximal,
and B/p = Fa.

EXERCISE (E220). — Let R be a ring. Assume that, given « € R, there is n > 2
with ™ = . Show that every prime p is maximal.

EXAMPLE (2.21). — Let k be a field, a4,...,a, € k, and P := k[X4, ..., X,] the
polynomial ring in n variables. Set m := (X; —ay,...,X,, — a,). Then P/m =k
by (IEI1); so m is maximal by (2-I2).

EXERCISE (2222). — Prove the following statements or give a counterexample.

(1) The complement of a multiplicative subset is a prime ideal.
(2) Given two prime ideals, their intersection is prime.
(3) Given two prime ideals, their sum is prime.

(4) Given a ring map ¢: R — R/, the operation ¢~

R’ to maximal ideals of R.

(5) In (™), an ideal n’ C R/a is maximal if and only if kK~ !n’ C R is maximal.
EXERCISE (2223). — Let k be a field, P := k[Xq,...,X,] the polynomial ring,
f € P nonzero. Let d be the highest power of any variable appearing in f.

(1) Let S C k have at least d + 1 elements. Proceeding by induction on n, find
ay,...,an € S with f(ay,...,a,) #0.

(2) Using the algebraic closure K of k, find a maximal ideal m of P with f ¢ m.

L carries maximal ideals of

COROLLARY (2.24). — In a ring, every mazimal ideal is prime.
PROOF: A field is a domain by (Z3). So (Z3) and (EI3) yield the result. O

(2.25) (PIDs). — A domain R is called a Principal Ideal Domain (PID) if
every ideal is principal. Examples include a field k, the polynomial ring k[X] in
one variable, and the ring Z of integers. Every PID is a UFD by [B, (2.12), p. 396],
B, Thm. 18.11, p.291].

Let R be a PID, and p € R irreducible. Then (p) is maximal; indeed, if (p) & (),
then p = xy for some nonunit y, and so £ must be a unit since p is irreducible. So
(21) implies that R/(p) is a field.

EXERCISE (B228). — Prove that, in a PID, elements « and y are relatively prime
(share no prime factor) if and only if the ideals (x) and (y) are comaximal.

EXAMPLE (2.27). — Let R be a PID, and p € R a prime. Set k := R/(p). Let
P := R[X] be the polynomial ring in one variable. Take g € P, let ¢’ be its image
in k[X], and assume ¢’ is irreducible. Set m := (p, ¢g). Then P/m == k[X]/{(¢') by
(2) and (), and k[X]/(g’) is a field by (2=28); hence, m is maximal by (2I2).
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THEOREM (2.28). — Let R be a PID. Let P := R[X] be the polynomial ring in
one variable, and p a prime ideal of P.

(1) Then p = (0), or p = (f) with f prime, or p is mazimal.

(2) Assume p is mazimal. Then either p = (f) with f prime, or p = (p, g) with
p € R prime and g € P with image g’ € (R/(p))[X] prime.

PROOF: Assume p # (0). Take a nonzero f; € p. Since p is prime, p contains
a prime factor f{ of fi. Replace f; by fi. Assume p # (f1). Then there is a
prime fo € p — (f1). Set K := Frac(R). Gauss’s Lemma [B, p.401], [B, Thm.
18.15, p.295] implies that f; and fy are also prime in K[X]. So f; and fy are
relatively prime in K[X]. So (2228) and (2228) yield g1,92 € P and ¢ € R with
(1/e)fr + (g2/c)fa=1. Soc=g1f1 + gafa € RNp. Hence RNp # 0. But RNp
is prime, and R is a PID; so RN p = (p) where p is prime by (EZH).

Set k := R/(p). Then k is a field by (Z22F). Set q := p/(p) C k[X]. Then
k[X]/q = P/p by () and (CH). But P/p is a domain as p is prime. Hence
q = (¢’) where ¢’ is prime in k[X] by (EZ8). Then q is maximal by (EZZ3). So p is
maximal by (ICH). Take g € p with image ¢’. Then p = (p,g) as p/(p) = {¢'). O
EXERCISE (2229). — Preserve the setup of (Z2R). Let f :=aoX"+---+a, bea

polynomial of positive degree n. Assume that R has infinitely many prime elements
p, or simply that there is a p such that p{ ag. Show that (f) is not maximal.

THEOREM (2.30). — Ewvery proper ideal a is contained in some mazimal ideal.

PROOF: Set § := {ideals b | b D aand b Z 1}. Then a € 8, and 8§ is partially
ordered by inclusion. Given a totally ordered subset {by} of 8, set b := | Jby. Then
b is clearly an ideal, and 1 ¢ b; so b is an upper bound of {b,} in 8. Hence by
Zorn’s Lemma [, pp. 25, 26], [T, p. 880, p. 884], 8§ has a maximal element, and it
is the desired maximal ideal. O

COROLLARY (2.31). — Let R be a ring, x € R. Then x is a unit if and only if x
belongs to no maximal ideal.

ProOOF: By (@), x is a unit if and only if () is not proper. Apply (2230). O



3. Radicals

Two radicals of a ring are commonly used in Commutative Algebra: the Jacobson
radical, which is the intersection of all maximal ideals, and the nilradical, which is
the set of all nilpotent elements. Closely related to the nilradical is the radical of
a subset. We define these three radicals, and discuss examples. In particular, we
study local rings; a local ring has only one maximal ideal, which is then its Jacobson
radical. We prove two important general results: Prime Avoidance, which states
that, if an ideal lies in a finite union of primes, then it lies in one of them, and
the Scheinnullstellensatz, which states that the nilradical of an ideal is equal to the
intersection of all the prime ideals containing it.

DEFINITION (3.1). — Let R be a ring. Its (Jacobson) radical rad(R) is defined
to be the intersection of all its maximal ideals.

PROPOSITION (3.2). — Let R be a ring, x € R, and u € R*. Then x € rad(R) if
and only if uw— zy € rad(R) is a unit for all y € R. In particular, the sum of an
element of rad(R) and a unit is a unit.

PROOF: Assume z € rad(R). Let m be a maximal ideal. Suppose u — zy € m.
Since x € m too, also u € m, a contradiction. Thus u — zy is a unit by (2=31). In
particular, taking y := —1 yields u + x € R*.

Conversely, assume = ¢ rad(R). Then there is a maximal ideal m with z ¢ m.
So (z) +m = R. Hence there exist y € R and m € m such that zy +m = u. Then
u—xy =m € m. Sou— xy is not a unit by (E=3M), or directly by (IA). O

EXERCISE (B33). — Let R be a ring, a C rad(R) an ideal, w € R, and w’ € R/a
its residue. Prove that w € R* if and only if w’ € (R/a)*. What if a ¢ rad(R)?

COROLLARY (3.4). — Let R be a ring, a an ideal, k: R — R/a the quotient map.
Assume a C rad(R). Then Idem(k) is injective.

PROOF: Given e, e’ € Idem(R) with k(e) = k(e’), set z := e —e’. Then
23 =e® —3e% +3e? —eP =ec—¢ =1
Hence z(1 — 2%) = 0. But k(z) = 0; so € a. But a C rad(R). Hence 1 — 22 is a
unit by (B2). Thus « = 0. Thus Idem(k) is injective. O

DEFINITION (3.5). — A ring A is called local if it has exactly one maximal ideal,
and semilocal if it has at least one and at most finitely many.

LEMMA (3.6) (Nonunit Criterion). — Let A be a ring, n the set of nonunits. Then
A is local if and only if n is an ideal; if so, then n is the mazximal ideal.

PROOF: Every proper ideal a lies in n as a contains no unit. So, if n is an ideal,
then it is a maximal ideal, and the only one. Thus A is local.

Conversely, assume A is local with maximal ideal m. Then A —n = A —m by
(233mM). So n=m. Thus n is an ideal. O

EXAMPLE (3.7). — The product ring R’ x R” is not local by (88) if both R’ and
R" are nonzero. Indeed, (1,0) and (0, 1) are nonunits, but their sum is a unit.

11
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EXERCISE (BH). — Let A be a local ring. Find its idempotents e.

EXERCISE (BH). — Let A be a ring, m a maximal ideal such that 1+ m is a unit
for every m € m. Prove A is local. Is this assertion still true if m is not maximal?

EXAMPLE (3.10). — Let R be a ring. A formal power series in the n variables
X1,...,X, is a formal infinite sum of the form Za(i)Xfl -+ Xin where a;) €
R and where (i) := (i1,...,i,) with each i; > 0. The term a(y) where (0) :=
(0,...,0) is called the constant term. Addition and multiplication are performed
as for polynomials; with these operations, these series form a ring R[[ X7, ..., X,]].

Set P:= R[[X1,...,Xn]] and a:= (X3,...,X,,). Then Za(i)Xfl co Xy a)
is a canonical surjective ring map P — R with kernel a; hence, P/a = R.

Given an ideal m C R, set n:= a +mP. Then (ICH) yields P/n = R/m.

A power series f is a unit if and only if its constant term aq) is a unit. Indeed, if
ff =1, then a(o)azo) = 1 where azo) is the constant term of f’. Conversely, if a(q)
is a unit, then f = a(g)(1 —g) with g € a. Set f':= a(_0§(1 +g+g%+---); this sum
makes sense as the component of degree d involves only the first d + 1 summands.
Clearly f - f' =1.

Suppose R is a local ring with maximal ideal m. Given a power series f ¢ n, its
initial term lies outside m, so is a unit by (EZ3M). So f itself is a unit. Hence the
nonunits constitute n. Thus (B8) implies P is local with mazimal ideal n.

EXAMPLE (3.11). — Let k be a ring, and A := k[[X]] the formal power series ring
in one variable. A formal Laurent series is a formal sum of the form Y~ a;X°
with a; € k and m € Z. These series form a ring k{{X}}. Set K := k{{X}}.

Set f:=> " a; X" Ifa_,, € k*, then f € K*; indeed, f =a_, X " (1—g)
where g € A, and f-a” L X™(1+g+g>+---)=1.

Assume k is a field. If f # 0, then f = X~ where u € A*. Let a C A be a
nonzero ideal. Suppose f € a. Then X ™™ € a. Let n be the smallest integer such
that X™ € a. Then —m > n. Set b:= X" "u. Then b € A and f = bX"™. Hence
a=(X"). Thus A is a PID.

Further, K is a field. In fact, K = Frac(A) because any nonzero f € K is of the
form f =u/X™ where u, X™ € A.

Let A[]Y] be the polynomial ring in one variable, and ¢: A < K the inclusion.
Define ¢: A[Y] — K by ¢|A = ¢ and ¢(Y) : X~1. Then ¢ is surjective. Set
m := Ker(y). Then m is maximal by (ZZI@) and (ICH). So by (EZ2ZR), m has the
form (f) with f irreducible, or the form (p, g) with p € A irreducible and g € A[Y].
But mN A = 0 as ¢ is injective. So m = (f). But XY — 1 belongs to m, and is
clearly irreducible; hence, XY —1 = fu with v a unit. Thus (XY — 1) is maximal.

In addition, (X,Y) is maximal. Indeed, A[Y]/(Y) = A by (IB), and so (BIM)
yields A[Y]/(X, Y) = A/<X> = k. However, (X,Y) is not principal, as no nonunit
of AY] divides both X and Y. Thus A[Y] has both principal and nonprincipal
mazimal ideals, the two types allowed by (E22).

PROPOSITION (3.12). — Let R be a ring, S a multiplicative subset, and a an ideal
withanN S =10. Set 8§ := {ideals b | b Daand bNS =0}. Then 8 has a mazimal
element p, and every such p is prime.

ProoF: Clearly, a € 8§, and § is partially ordered by inclusion. Given a totally
ordered subset {by} of 8, set b := (Jby. Then b is an upper bound for {by} in 8.
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So by Zorn’s Lemma, & has a maximal element p. Let’s show p is prime.

Take x,y € R —p. Then p + (x) and p + (y) are strictly larger than p. So there
are p,q € p and a,b € R with p+az € S and ¢+ by € S. Since S is multiplicative,
pq + pby + qax + abxy € S. But pg+ pby + gax € p, so xy ¢ p. Thus p is prime. O

EXERCISE (B2I3). — Let ¢: R — R’ be a ring map, p an ideal of R. Prove
(1) there is an ideal q of R’ with ¢~1(q) = p if and only if ¢~ }(pR’') = p;
(2) if p is prime with o ~!(pR’) = p, then there’s a prime q of R’ with o ~1(q) = p.

EXERCISE (BXd). — Use Zorn’s lemma to prove that any prime ideal p contains
a prime ideal ¢ that is minimal containing any given subset s C p.

(3.15) (Saturated multiplicative subsets). — Let R be aring, and S a multiplicative
subset. We say S is saturated if, given x,y € R with zy € S, necessarily z,y € S.
For example, the following statements are easy to check. The group of units R*
and the subset of nonzerodivisors Sy := R — z.div(R) are saturated multiplicative
subsets. Further, let ¢: R — R’ be a ring map, T'C R’ a subset. If T is saturated
multiplicative, then so is ¢~ 'T. The converse holds if ¢ is surjective.

EXERCISE (BH). — Let R be a ring, S a subset. Show that S is saturated
multiplicative if and only if R — S is a union of primes.

EXERCISE (BI@). — Let R be a ring, and S a multiplicative subset. Define its
saturation to be the subset

S:={z € R|thereisy € R with zy € S }.

(1) Show (a) that S D S, and (b) that S is saturated multiplicative, and (c) that
any saturated multiplicative subset 7" containing S also contains S.

(2) Show that R — S is the union U of all the primes p with pN S = 0.

(3) Let a be an ideal; assume S =1+ a; set W := J, ey (q) P- Show R -S=w.

(4) Given f € R, let Sy denote the saturation of the multiplicative subset of all
powers of f. Given f,g € R, show Sy C S, if and only if \/(f) D 1/(g)-

EXERCISE (BIH). — Let R be a nonzero ring, S a subset. Show S is maximal
in the set & of multiplicative subsets T' of R with 0 ¢ T if and only if R — S is a
minimal prime —that is, it is a prime containing no smaller prime.

LEMMA (3.19) (Prime Avoidance). — Let R be a ring, a a subset of R that is
stable under addition and multiplication, and p1,...,p, tdeals such that ps, ..., Py
are prime. If a & p; for all j, then there is an x € a such that x ¢ p; for all j; or
equivalently, if a C J;_, p;, then a C p; for some i.

PROOF: Proceed by induction on n. If n = 1, the assertion is trivial. Assume
that n > 2 and by induction that, for every i, there is an z; € a such that z; ¢ p;
for all j # i. We may assume z; € p; for every i, else we're done. If n = 2, then
clearly z1 + 22 ¢ p; for j =1,2. If n > 3, then (21 ---2,-1) + 2, ¢ p; for all j as,
if j = n, then z,, € p,, and p,, is prime, and if j < n, then z,, ¢ p; and z; € p,;,. O

EXERCISE (B220). — Let k be a field, 8 C k a subset of cardinality d at least 2.
(1) Let P := k[X1,...,X,] be the polynomial ring, f € P nonzero. Assume the
highest power of any X; in f is less than d. Proceeding by induction on n, show
there are ay,...,a, € 8 with f(a1,...,a,) #0.
(2) Let V be a k-vector space, and W1, ..., W, proper subspaces. Assume r < d.
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Show Ui Wi 75 V.
(3) In (2), let W C |J; W; be a subspace. Show W C W; for some 1.
(4) Let R a k-algebra, a,ay,...,a, ideals with a C (J; a;. Show a C a; for some 1.

EXERCISE (B2ZM). — Let k be a field, R := k[X,Y] the polynomial ring in two
variables; m := (X, Y’). Show m is a union of strictly smaller primes.

(3.22) (Nilradical). — Let R be a ring, a a subset. Then the radical of a is the
set v/a defined by the formula /a := {z € R | 2" € a for some n = n(z) > 1}.
Notice \/ﬁ = y/a. Also, if a is an intersection of prime ideals, then \/a = a.
We call \/@ the nilradical, and sometimes denote it by nil(R). We call an
element x € R nilpotent if = belongs to \/@, that is, if ™ = 0 for some n > 1.
Note that, if ™ = 0 with n > 1 and if m is any maximal ideal, then 2™ € m and
so x € m as m is prime by (Z22d). Thus

nil(R) C rad(R) (3.22.1)
We call R reduced if nil(R) = (0), that is, if R has no nonzero nilpotents.
EXERCISE (B223). — Find the nilpotents in Z/(n). In particular, take n = 12.

EXERCISE (B2Zd). — Let R be a ring. (1) Assume every ideal not contained in
nil(R) contains a nonzero idempotent. Prove that nil(R) = rad(R). (2) Assume R
is Boolean. Prove that nil(R) = rad(R) = (0).

EXERCISE (B2H). — Let ¢: R — R’ be a ring map, b C R’ a subset. Prove
RCERVEE
EXERCISE (BZH). — Let e, ¢’ € Idem(R). Assume +/{e) = /(e’). Show e = ¢'.

EXERCISE (B=Z7@). — Let R be a ring, a;, ay comaximal ideals with a;as C nil(R).
Show there are complementary idempotents e; and ey with e; € a;.

EXERCISE (BZ2ZR). — Let R be a ring, a an ideal, k: R — R/a the quotient map.
Assume a C nil(R). Show Idem(k) is bijective.

THEOREM (3.29) (Scheinnullstellensatz). — Let R be a ring, a an ideal. Then

\/a = ﬁpja p
where p runs through all the prime ideals containing a. (By convention, the empty
intersection is equal to R.)
PROOF: Take z ¢ v/a. Set S := {1,z,22,...}. Then S is multiplicative, and
anS = 0. By (BI2), thereis a p D a, but # ¢ p. So x ¢ (),5,p. Thus

Va2 My b
Conversely, take z € V/a. Say 2" € a C p. Then z € p. Thus vVa=[,,p. O

EXERCISE (B=30). — Let R be a ring. Prove the following statements equivalent:

(1) R has exactly one prime p;
(2) every element of R is either nilpotent or a unit;
(3) R/nil(R) is a field.

PROPOSITION (3.31). — Let R be a ring, a an ideal. Then \/a is an ideal.



Radicals (3.40) 15

PROOF: Take z,y € v/a; say 2™ € a and 4™ € a. Then
(Z‘ + y)n+m—1 — Zi+j:m+n71 (nJr?;llfl)xiyj.

This sum belongs to a as, in each summand, either 2’ or 4/ does, since, if i <n—1
and j <m—1,theni+j <m+n—2. Thus z+y € v/a. So clearly v/a is an ideal.

Alternatively, given any collection of ideals ay, note that [ ay is also an ideal.
So v/a is an ideal owing to (B=2H). O

EXERCISE (BZX2). — Let R be a ring, and a an ideal. Assume y/a is finitely
generated. Show (\/a)“ C a for all large n.

EXERCISE (B=33). — Let R be a ring, q an ideal, p a finitely generated prime.
Prove that p = /q if and only if there is n > 1 such that p D q D p™.

PROPOSITION (3.34). — A ring R is reduced and has only one minimal prime q
if and only if R is a domain.

PRrROOF: Suppose R is reduced, or (0) = 1/(0). Then (0) is equal to the intersec-
tion of all the prime ideals p by (B229). By (BIA), every p contains q. So (0) = q.
Thus R is a domain. The converse is obvious. 0

EXERCISE (BZ3H). — Let R be a ring. Assume R is reduced and has finitely many
minimal prime ideals py,...,p,. Prove p: R — [[(R/p;) is injective, and for each
i, there is some (z1,...,2,) € Im(p) with x; # 0 but z; = 0 for j # 7.

EXERCISE (B38H). — Let R be a ring, X a variable, f :=ap+ a1 X + -+ a, X"
and g := bg + b1 X + -+ + b, X™ polynomials with a,, # 0 and b,, # 0. Call f
primitive if (ag,...,a,) = R. Prove the following statements:

(1) Then f is nilpotent if and only if ao,. .., a, are nilpotent.

(2) Then f is a unit if and only if ap is a unit and ay, ..., a, are nilpotent.

(3) If f is a zerodivisor, then there is a nonzero b € R with bf = 0; in fact, if
fg =0 with m minimal, then fb,, =0 (or m = 0).

(4) Then fg is primitive if and only if f and g are primitive.

EXERCISE (B337). — Generalize (B338) to the polynomial ring P := R[X7, ..., X,].
For (3), reduce to the case of one variable Y via this standard device: take d suitably
large, and define p: P — R[Y] by p(X;) :=Y?".

EXERCISE (B3R). — Let R be a ring, X a variable. Show that
rad(R[X]) = nil(R[X]) = nil(R)R[X].

EXERCISE (B339). — Let R be a ring, a an ideal, X a variable, R[[X]] the formal
power series ring, I C R[[X]] be a maximal ideal, and f := Y a, X" € R[[X]]. Set
m:=9MMNRand A := { S b X" | by, € a}. Prove the following statements:

(1) If f is nilpotent, then a,, is nilpotent for all n. The converse is false.
(2) Then f € rad(R[[X]]) if and only if ag € rad(R).

(3) Assume X € 9. Then X and m generate 9.

(4) Assume 9 is maximal. Then X € 97 and m is maximal.

(5) If a is finitely generated, then aR[[X]] = 2. The converse may fail.



16 Radicals (3.40)

EXAMPLE (3.40). — Let R be a ring, R[[X]] the formal power series ring. Then
every prime p of R is the contraction of a prime of R[[X]]. Indeed, pR[[X]|NR = p.
So by (B13), there is a prime q of R[[X]] with ¢ N R = p. In fact, a specific choice
for q is the set of series > a, X" with a,, € p. Indeed, the canonical map R — R/p
induces a surjection R[[X]] — R/p with kernel q; hence, R[[X]]/q = (R/p)[[X]].
Plainly (R/p)[[X]] is a domain. But (B239)(5) shows q may not be equal to pR[[X]].



4. Modules

In Commutative Algebra, it has proven advantageous to expand the study of rings
to include modules. Thus we obtain a richer theory, which is more flexible and more
useful. We begin the expansion here by discussing residue modules, kernels, and
images. In particular, we identify the UMP of the residue module, and use it to
construct the Noether isomorphisms. We also construct free modules, direct sums,
and direct products, and we describe their UMPs.

(4.1) (Modules). — Let R be a ring. Recall that an R-module M is an abelian
group, written additively, with a scalar multiplication, R x M — M, written
(z,m) — xm, which is

(1) distributive, z(m +n) = xm + zn and (z + y)m = zm + zm,

(2) associative, z(ym) = (zy)m, and

(3) unitary, 1-m =m.

For example, if R is a field, then an R-module is a vector space. Moreover, a
Z-module is just an abelian group; multiplication is repeated addition.

As in (), for any * € R and m € M, we have -0 =0 and 0-m = 0.

A submodule N of M is a subgroup that is closed under multiplication; that
is, zn € N for all x € R and n € N. For example, the ring R is itself an R-module,
and the submodules are just the ideals. Given an ideal a, let a/NV denote the smallest
submodule containing all products an with ¢ € a and n € N. Similar to (IZ3A),
clearly aN is equal to the set of finite sums Y a;n; with a; € a and n; € N.

Given m € M, we call the set of € R with zm = 0 the annihilator of m,
and denote it Ann(m). We call the set of + € R with am = 0 for all m € M
the annihilator of M, and denote it Ann(M). Clearly, Ann(m) and Ann(M) are
ideals.

(4.2) (Homomorphisms). — Let R be a ring, M and N modules. Recall that a
homomorphism, or R-linear map, is a map a: M — N such that:

a(zm + yn) = z(am) + y(an).
Associated to a homomorphism «: M — N are its kernel and its image
Ker(a) :=a '(0) c M and Im(a):=a(M)C N.

They are defined as subsets, but are obviously submodules.

A homomorphism « is called an isomorphism if it is bijective. If so, then we
write a: M -~ N. Then the set-theoretic inverse a=': N — M is a homomor-
phism too. So « is an isomorphism if and only if there is a set map : N — M
such that Ba = 1y and aff = 1n, where 1), and 1y are the identity maps, and
then B = a~!. If there is an unnamed isomorphism between M and N, then we
write M = N when it is canonical (that is, it does not depend on any artificial
choices), and we write M ~ N otherwise.

The set of homomorphisms « is denoted by Hompg(M, N) or simply Hom(M, N).
It is an R-module with addition and scalar multiplication defined by

(a4 B8)m:=am+ pm and (za)m :=z(am)= a(zm).

17
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Homomorphisms «: L — M and 8: N — P induce, via composition, a map
Hom(a, 8): Hom(M, N) — Hom(L, P),

which is obviously a homomorphism. When « is the identity map 15;, we write
Hom(M, 8) for Hom(1yy, 8); similarly, we write Hom(«, N) for Hom(c, 1 ).

EXERCISE (E3). — Let R be a ring, M a module. Consider the set map
p: Hom(R,M) — M defined by p(0) :=0(1).
Show that p is an isomorphism, and describe its inverse.

(4.4) (Endomorphisms). — Let R be a ring, M a module. An endomorphism of
M is a homomorphism «: M — M. The module of endomorphisms Hom (M, M) is
also denoted Endg(M). It is a ring, usually noncommutative, with multiplication
given by composition. Further, Endg (M) is a subring of Endz(M).

Given z € R, let p,: M — M denote the map of multiplication by x, defined
by p(m) := xzm. It is an endomorphism. Further, z — p, is a ring map

LR R— EndR(M) - Endz(M)

(Thus we may view pg as representing R as a ring of operators on the abelian
group M.) Note that Ker(ur) = Ann(M).
Conversely, given an abelian group N and a ring map

v: R — Endz(N),

we obtain a module structure on N by setting zn := (vz)(n). Then pup = v.
We call M faithful if pp: R — Endgr(M) is injective, or Ann(M) = 0. For
example, R is a faithful R-module, as - 1 = 0 implies = 0.

(4.5) (Algebras). — Fix two rings R and R'.

Suppose R’ is an R-algebra with structure map ¢. Let M’ be an R’-module.
Then M’ is also an R-module by restriction of scalars: zm := ¢(z)m. In other
words, the R-module structure on M’ corresponds to the composition

R % R 2 Endy(M).
In particular, R’ is an R-module; further, for all z € R and y,z € R/,

(zy)z = z(yz).
Indeed, R’ is an R’-module, so an R-module by restriction of scalars; further,
(xy)z = z(yz) since (¢(x)y)z = p(z)(yz) by associativity in R’.

Conversely, suppose R’ is an R-module such that (zy)z = z(yz). Then R’ has an
R-algebra structure that is compatible with the given R-module structure. Indeed,
define ¢: R — R’ by ¢(z) :==x - 1. Then ¢(x)z = zz as (z- 1)z = x(1- z). So the
composition pr¢: R — R’ — Endz(R') is equal to ur. Hence ¢ is a ring map,
because pug is one and pp is injective by (EA). Thus R’ is an R-algebra, and
restriction of scalars recovers its given R-module structure.

Suppose that R' = R/a for some ideal a. Then an R-module M has a compatible
R’-module structure if and only if aM = 0; if so, then the R’-structure is unique.
Indeed, the ring map pr: R — Endz (M) factors through R’ if and only if pugr(a) = 0
by (ICH), so if and only if aM = 0; as Endz (M) may be noncommutative, we must
apply (ICH) to pgr(R), which is commutative.

Again suppose R’ is an arbitrary R-algebra with structure map . A subalgebra
R" of R is a subring such that ¢ maps into R”. The subalgebra generated by
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Z1,...,T, € R is the smallest R-subalgebra that contains them. We denote it by
R[zq,...,2z,]. It clearly contains all polynomial combinations f(z1,...,z,) with
coefficients in R. In fact, the set R” of these polynomial combinations is itself
clearly an R-subalgebra; hence, R = R[z1,...,zy].

We say R’ is a finitely generated R-algebra or is algebra finite over R if
there exist x1,...,2, € R’ such that R’ = R[z1,...,%,].

(4.6) (Residue modules). — Let R be a ring, M a module, M’ C M a submodule.
Form the set of cosets, or set of residues,

M/M'" :={m+ M'|me M}.

Recall that M /M’ inherits a module structure, and is called the residue module,
or quotient, of M modulo M’. Form the quotient map

k: M — M/M'" by k(m):=m+ M.

Clearly k is surjective, k is linear, and x has kernel M’.
Let a: M — N be linear. Note that Ker(a) D M’ if and only if a«(M') = 0.
Recall that, if Ker(a) D M’, then there exists a homomorphism f: M/M' — N
such that Sk = «; that is, the following diagram is commutative:

M —— M/M’
X‘Bl
N

Conversely, if 8 exists, then Ker(a) D M, or a(M') =0, as k(M') = 0.

Further, if 8 exists, then (3 is unique as k is surjective.

Finally, since k is surjective, if 8 exists, then B is surjective if and only if « is
so. In addition, then [ is injective if and only if M’ = Ker(a). Hence 3 is an
isomorphism if and only if o is surjective and M’ = Ker(«). In particular, always

M/ Ker(a) = Im(a). (4.6.1)

In practice, it is usually more productive to view M /M’ not as a set of cosets, but
simply another module M” that comes equipped with a surjective homomorphism
a: M — M" whose kernel is the given submodule M’.

Finally, as we have seen, M /M’ has the following UMP: x(M') = 0, and given
a: M — N such that a(M') = 0, there is a unique homomorphism 3: M/M’ — N
such that Bra. Formally, the UMP determines M /M’ up to unique isomorphism.

(4.7) (Cyclic modules). — Let R be a ring. A module M is said to be cyclic if
there exists m € M such that M = Rm. If so, form oo: R — M by x — xm; then
« induces an isomorphism R/ Ann(m) == M as Ker(a) = Ann(m); see (EB).
Note that Ann(m) = Ann(M). Conversely, given any ideal a, the R-module R/a is
cyclic, generated by the coset of 1, and Ann(R/a) = a.

(4.8) (Noether Isomorphisms). — Let R be a ring, N a module, and L and M
submodules.
First, assume L C M C N. Form the following composition of quotient maps:

a: N — N/L — (N/L)/(M/L).
Clearly « is surjective, and Ker(a) = M. Hence owing to (EH), « factors through
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the isomorphism 3 in this commutative diagram:
N — N/M

| 8= (4.8.1)
N/L — (N/L)/(M/L)
Second, let L + M denote the set of all sums ¢ + m with £ € L and m € M.
Clearly L + M is a submodule of N. It is called the sum of L and M.
Form the composition o’ of the inclusion map L — L+ M and the quotient map

L+ M — (L+M)/M. Clearly o is surjective and Ker(a/) = LN M. Hence owing
to (EH), o factors through the isomorphism (' in this commutative diagram:

L —— L/(LNM)

| o]~ (4.8.2)
L+M — (L+M)/M

The isomorphisms of (BEEZBE) and (EER) and (EERA) are called Noether’s
First, Second, and Third Isomorphisms.

(4.9) (Cokernels, coimages). — Let R be a ring, a: M — N a linear map. Asso-
ciated to « are its cokernel and its coimage,

Coker(a) := N/Im(or) and Coim(w) := M/ Ker(a);

they are quotient modules, and their quotient maps are both denoted by x.
Note (EB) yields the UMP of the cokernel: ko = 0, and given a map 8: N — P
with Ba = 0, there is a unique map y: Coker(a) — P with yx = 8 as shown below

M —*— N - Coker(a)
\Bl /
B!
P
Further, (E2B) becomes Coim(a) == Im(a).

(4.10) (Free modules). — Let R be a ring, A a set, M a module. Given elements
my € M for A € A, by the submodule they generate, we mean the smallest
submodule that contains them all. Clearly, any submodule that contains them
all contains any (finite) linear combination Y xzymy with x) € R. On the other
hand, consider the set IV of all such linear combinations; clearly, N is a submodule
containing the my. Thus N is the submodule generated by the m).

The m are said to be free or linearly independent if, whenever Y zym, =0,
also zy = 0 for all A. Finally, the m, are said to form a (free) basis of M if they
are free and generate M; if so, then we say M is free on the m,.

We say M is finitely generated if it has a finite set of generators.

We say M is free if it has a free basis. If so, then by either (E32)(2) or (IIIH)
below, any two free bases have the same number ¢ of elements, and we say M is
free of rank /, and we set rank(M) := /.

For example, form the set of restricted vectors

R®M .= {(z,) | zx € R with zy = 0 for almost all A}.

It is a module under componentwise addition and scalar multiplication. It has a
standard basis, which consists of the vectors e,, whose Ath component is the value
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of the Kronecker delta function; that is,

1, if A=y,
eu = (0uxn) where d, ::{’ A= p;

0, if A p.

Clearly the standard basis is free. If A has a finite number ¢ of elements, then R®A
is often written R’ and called the direct sum of ¢ copies of R.

The free module R®* has the following UMP: given a module M and elements
my € M for A € A, there is a unique homomorphism

a: R®Y — M with a(ey) = my for each X € A,;

namely, a((m,\))a(z x,\ex) =Y xymy. Note the following obvious statements:

(1) « is surjective if and only if the my generate M.
(2) « is injective if and only if the my are linearly independent.
(3) « is an isomorphism if and only if the my form a free basis.

Thus M is free of rank ¢ if and only if M ~ R".

EXAMPLE (4.11). — Take R :=Z and M := Q. Then any two z,y in M are not
free; indeed, if © = a/b and y = —c¢/d, then bex + ady = 0. So M is not free.

Also M is not finitely generated. Indeed, given any my/nq,...,m,/n,. € M, let d
be a common multiple of ny, ..., n,. Then (1/d)Z contains every linear combination
x1(my/ny) + -+ xe(me/ne), but (1/d)Z # M.

Moreover, QQ is not algebra finite over Z. Indeed, let p € Z be any prime not
dividing ny - - -n,. Then 1/p & Z[mi/nq,...,m./n,].

EXERCISE (ET2). — Let R be a domain, and € R nonzero. Let M be the
submodule of Frac(R) generated by 1, 2%, #72,.... Suppose that M is finitely
generated. Prove that 27! € R, and conclude that M = R.

EXERCISE (EI3). — A finitely generated free module F' has finite rank.

THEOREM (4.14). — Let R be a PID, E a free module, {ex}ren a (free) basis,
and F a submodule. Then F is free, and has a basis indexed by a subset of A.

ProoF: Well order A. For all A, let my: E — R be the Ath projection. For all
1, set B, = @,<, Rex and Fy, := F'NE,. Then m,(F,) = (a,) for some a, € R
as R is a PID. Choose f, € F), with 7,(f.) = a,. Set Ag :={n € A|a, #0}.

Say > ,en, Cufu = 0 for some ¢, € R. Set Ay := {p € Ao | ¢, # 0}. Suppose
Ay # 0. Note Ay is finite. Let p1 be the greatest element of A;. Then 7, (f,) =0
for p < p1 as f, € E,. So mu, (O cufu) = cuyay, . So ¢y au, =0. But ¢, # 0 and
au, # 0, a contradiction. Thus {f,}.ca, is linearly independent.

Note F' = Uyep, Fr- Given A € Ag, set Ay := {u € Ag | p < A}. Suppose A is
least such that {f,},ca, does not generate F. Given f € F}, say f = ZHS)\ Cueu
with ¢, € R. Then mx(f) = cx. But mA(F)\) = (ax). So ¢\ = bxay for some by € R.
Set g := f —byxfr. Then g € F\, and wx(g) = 0. So g € F, for some v € Ay
with v < A. Hence g = ZME[\V b, f, for some b, € R. So f = ZHEA)\ bufu, a
contradiction. Hence {f,}.ca, generates Fy. Thus {f,}.ca, is a basis of F. [

(4.15) (Direct Products, Direct Sums). — Let R be a ring, A a set, M, a module
for A € A. The direct product of the M) is the set of arbitrary vectors:

HM)\ = {(m)\) ‘ my € M)\}
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Clearly, [[ M, is a module under componentwise addition and scalar multiplication.
The direct sum of the M), is the subset of restricted vectors:

P My :={(my) | mx = 0 for almost all A} C [] M.

Clearly, @ M) is a submodule of [[ M. Clearly, @ My = [[ M, if A is finite.
If A={Xi,..., \n}, then @ M, is also denoted by My, @ ---@® M) . Further, if
My = M for all \, then @ M, is also denoted by M*, or by M™ if A has just n
elements.

The direct product comes equipped with projections

Tt [[Mx — M, given by ﬂﬁ((mA)) =M.

It is easy to see that [[ M) has this UMP: given homomorphisms «,: L — M,,
there is a unique homomorphism «: L — [[ M satisfying mea = oy, for all £ € A;
namely, a(n) = (ax(n)). Often, a is denoted (). In other words, the my induce
a bijection of sets,

Hom(L, [ My) == [[Hom(L, M,). (4.15.1)

Clearly, this bijection is an isomorphism of modules.
Similarly, the direct sum comes equipped with injections

m, if A = k;

vt M — M i b K = h =
. @ M, given by t.(m) (mx) where m {07 if A\ # k.

It is easy to see that it has this UMP: given homomorphisms B.: M,, — N, there is
a unique homomorphism B: @ My — N satisfying i, = B, for all k € A; namely,
B((m,\)) =3 Bx(my). Often, S is denoted > SBy; often, (8y). In other words, the
Ly induce this bijection of sets:

Hom (& My, N) = []Hom(M,, N). (4.15.2)

Clearly, this bijection is an isomorphism of modules.
For example, if My = R for all A, then @ My = R®* by construction. Further,
if Ny := N for all \, then Hom(R®*, N) = [[ N by (BI52) and (E=3).

EXERCISE (EZIH). — Let A be an infinite set, Ry a nonzero ring for A € A. Endow
[T Rx and @ R, with componentwise addition and multiplication. Show that [ Rx
has a multiplicative identity (so is a ring), but that € Ry does not (so is not a ring).

EXERCISE (EI@). — Let R be a ring, M a module, and M’, M" submodules.
Show that M = M' ® M" if and only if M = M’ + M" and M'NnM" = 0.

EXERCISE (EIR). — Let L, M, and N be modules. Consider a diagram
e B
LeMz2 N
p o
where «, 3, p, and o are homomorphisms. Prove that
M=L&®N and a=.i.p, B=7nN, 0 =1tN, p=TL
if and only if the following relations hold:
Ba=0, fo=1, po =0, pa =1, and ap+op = 1.
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EXERCISE (ATH). — Let L be a module, A a nonempty set, M, a module for
A € A. Prove that the injections ¢, : M, — @ M) induce an injection

@ Hom(L, My) — Hom(L, @ M,),
and that it is an isomorphism if L is finitely generated.

EXERCISE (B220). — Let a be an ideal, A a nonempty set, M) a module for A € A.
Prove a(€@ M,) = @ aMy. Prove a(J] M) = [[aM, if a is finitely generated.



5. Exact Sequences

In the study of modules, the exact sequence plays a central role. We relate it to
the kernel and image, the direct sum and direct product. We introduce diagram
chasing, and prove the Snake Lemma, which is a fundamental result in homological
algebra. We define projective modules, and characterize them in four ways. Finally,
we prove Schanuel’s Lemma, which relates two arbitrary presentations of a module.

In an appendix, we use deteminants to study free modules.

DEFINITION (5.1). — A (finite or infinite) sequence of module homomorphisms
oo My N M2 Mg e

is said to be exact at M; if Ker(«;) = Im(c;—1). The sequence is said to be exact

if it is exact at every M;, except an initial source or final target.

ExampLE (5.2). — (1) A sequence 0 — L < M is exact if and only if o is
injective. If so, then we often identify L with its image a(L).
Dually —that is, in the analogous situation with all arrows reversed —a se-

quence M Py N = 0 is exact if and only if g is surjective.

(2) A sequence 0 — L < M B, N is exact if and only if L = Ker(8), where ‘=’
means “canonically isomorphic.” Dually, a sequence L — M By N 5 0is exact if
and only if N = Coker(a) owing to (1) and (EB).

(5.3) (Short exact sequences). — A sequence 0 — L <5 M By N = 0 is exact if
and only if « is injective and N = Coker(«), or dually, if and only if 3 is surjective
and L = Ker(8). If so, then the sequence is called short exact, and often we
regard L as a submodule of M, and N as the quotient M/L.
For example, the following sequence is clearly short exact:
0L LN N0 where
(D) :=(1,0) and wn(l,n):=n.
Often, we identify L with .7, L and N with (yN.

PROPOSITION (5.4). — For A € A, let M — My — MY be a sequence of module
homomorphisms. If every sequence is exact, then so are the two induced sequences

DM —-PM—-PM! and [[M,—[[M\—JIM{.
Conversely, if either induced sequence is exact then so is every original one.

PROOF: The assertions are immediate from () and (EIH). O

EXERCISE (BH). — Let M’ and M"” be modules, N C M’ a submodule. Set
M :=M' @ M". Using (B22)(1) and (B33) and (BA), prove M/N = M'/N & M".

EXERCISE (BH). — Let 0 - M’ — M — M"” — 0 be a short exact sequence.
Prove that, if M’ and M" are finitely generated, then so is M.

87

PROPOSITION (5.7). — Let 0 — M’ — M By M 0 be a short ezact sequence,
and N C M a submodule. Set N' := a~1(N) and N" := B3(N). Then the induced
sequence 0 — N' — N — N” — 0 is short ezact.

24
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PROOF: It is simple and straightforward to verify the asserted exactness. O

(5.8) (Retraction, section, splits). — We call a linear map p: M — M’ a retrac-
tion of another ao: M’ — M if pa = 1. Then « is injective and p is surjective.
Dually, we call a linear map o: M” — M a section of another 8: M — M" if
Bo = 1p0. Then ( is surjective and o is injective..
We say that a 3-term exact sequence M’ = M LNV splits if there is an iso-
morphism ¢: M == M’ & M" with pa = 1p and 8 = mpmp.

(e

PROPOSITION (5.9). — Let M' — M By M be a 3-term ezact sequence. Then
the following conditions are equivalent:

(1) The sequence splits.

(2) There exists a retraction p: M — M’ of a, and 8 is surjective.

(3) There exists a section o: M" — M of B, and « is injective.

PROOF: Assume (1). Then there exists ¢: M == M’ ® M" such that pa = vy
and B = mprr@. Set p = marp and o := @ tiprr. Then plainly (2) and (3) hold.

Assume (2). Set ¢/ := 1 — ap. Then o’a = o — apa. But pa =1y as pis a
retraction. So o’a = 0. Hence there exists o: M"” — M with 68 = ¢’ by (B2)(2)
and the UMP of (Ed). Thus 1y = ap + of.

Hence 8 = Bap + BoB. But fa = 0 as the sequence is exact. So § = fo. But
B is surjective. Thus 157+ = Bo; that is, (3) holds.

Similarly, 0 = apo + ofo. But So = 1y as (3) holds. So 0 = apo. But « is
injective, as p is a retraction of it. Thus po = 0. Thus (EIR) yields (1).

Assume (3). Then similarly (1) and (2) hold. O

EXAMPLE (5.10). — Let R be a ring, R’ an R-algebra, and M an R’-module. Set
H := Hompg(R',M). Define a: M — H by a(m)(z) := xm, and p: H — M by
p(0) :=0(1). Then p is a retraction of «, as p(a(m)) = 1-m. Let 5: M — Coker(«)
be the quotient map. Then (B29) implies that M is a direct summand of H with
a =1y and p =Ty

EXERCISE (B2XM). — Let M’, M" be modules, and set M := M’ @& M". Let N be
a submodule of M containing M’ and set N” := NN M". Prove N =M' @ N".

EXERCISE (BE12). — Criticize the following misstatement of (E9): given a 3-term
exact sequence M' = M LN M", there is an isomorphism M ~ M’ @ M" if and
only if there is a section o: M” — M of 8 and « is injective.

LEMMA (5.13) (Snake). — Consider this commutative diagram with exact rows:
MM D M0
TR
0— N 2 N N
It yields the following exact sequence:
Ker(y') % Ker(y) 2, Ker(y") 2, Coker(v") LN Coker(7) v, Coker(y").  (5.13.1)
Moreover, if a is injective, then so is p; dually, if 8’ is surjective, then so is 1'.
PROOF: Clearly « restricts to a map ¢, because a(Ker(v')) C Ker(y) since
o'y (Ker(y')) = 0. By the UMP discussed in (EH), o factors through a unique

map ¢’ because M’ goes to 0 in Coker(y). Similarly, 5 and " induce corresponding
maps ¢ and ¥’. Thus all the maps in (BEIZ) are defined except for 9.



26 Exact Sequences (5.16)

To define 9, chase an m” € Ker(y”) through the diagram. Since § is surjective,
there is m € M such that S(m) = m”. By commutativity, v 8(m) = 8'y(m). So
B'~v(m) = 0. By exactness of the bottom row, there is a unique n’ € N’ such that
o/ (n') = v(m). Define 9(m”) to be the image of n’ in Coker(y').

To see O is well defined, choose another m; € M with S(m1) = m”. Let n} € N’
be the unique element with o’(n}) = v(m1) as above. Since S(m — mq) = 0, there
is an m’ € M’ with a(m’) = m —my. But &/ = vya. So /v (m') = o’ (n’ —nf).
Hence v/'(m') = n’ — nj since &' is injective. So n’ and n} have the same image in
Coker(v’). Thus 0 is well defined.

Let’s show that (BEI3) is exact at Ker(y”). Take m” € Ker(y”). As in the
construction of 9, take m € M such that 8(m) = m” and take n’ € N’ such that
o/ (n') = y(m). Suppose m” € Ker(9). Then the image of n’ in Coker(y') is equal
to 0; so there is m’ € M’ such that +/(m’) = n’. Clearly va(m’) = o’4'(m’). So
ya(m') = o/ (n) = v(m). Hence m — a(m’) € Ker(y). Since S(m — a(m’)) =m”,
clearly m” = ¢¥(m — a(m’)); so m” € Im(¢). Hence Ker(9) C Im(v).

Conversely, suppose m” € Im(v). We may assume m € Ker(y). So y(m) = 0 and
o/(n') = 0. Since ' is injective, n’ = 0. Thus d(m”) = 0, and so Im(z)) C Ker(9).
Thus Ker(9) is equal to Im(¢)); that is, (BEI3) is exact at Ker(y”).

The other verifications of exactness are similar or easier.

The last two assertions are clearly true. O

EXERCISE (B2Xd). — Referring to (ER), give an alternative proof that 8 is an
isomorphism by applying the Snake Lemma to the diagram

0— M N N/M —— 0

[ ’|

0 — M/L — N/L 2 (N/L)/(M/L) — 0

EXERCISE (B2IH) (Five Lemma). — Consider this commutative diagram:

M, 25 My 25 My, 22 My, 25 M,

74l vzl wl 71l vol
Ba B3 B2 B1
N4—>N3—>N2—>N1—>N0
Assume it has exact rows. Via a chase, prove these two statements:
(1) If v3 and 77 are surjective and if vy is injective, then ~o is surjective.
(2) If v3 and 77 are injective and if -4 is surjective, then ~, is injective.
EXERCISE (BE2X8) (Nine Lemma). — Consider this commutative diagram:

0 0 0

|1

0 —L —L—L"—0

Lol

0—>M —-M-—->M —0 (5.16.1)

Lol

00— N — N —=N"—=0

I

0 0 0
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Assume all the columns are exact and the middle row is exact. Applying the Snake
Lemma, prove that the first row is exact if and only if the third is.

EXERCISE (B2T@). — Consider this commutative diagram with exact rows:
AV VN V
| el
N N 2L N
Assume o/ and «y are surjective. Given n € N and m” € M" with o”(m") = +/(n),
show that there is m € M such that a(m) =n and y(m) = m”.

THEOREM (5.18) (Left exactness of Hom). — (1) Let M/ — M — M" — 0 be
a sequence of linar maps. Then it is exact if and only if, for all modules N, the
following induced sequence is exact:

0 — Hom(M",N) — Hom(M, N) — Hom(M', N). (5.18.1)

(2) Let 0 = N’ — N — N” be a sequence of module homomorphisms. Then it
is exact if and only if, for all modules M, the following induced sequence is exact:
0 — Hom(M, N') — Hom(M, N) — Hom(M, N").

PrROOF: By (E2)(2), the exactness of M’ % M Zy M" — 0 means simply
that M" = Coker(a). On the other hand, the exactness of (BEIX) means that a
¢ € Hom(M, N) maps to 0, or equivalently pa = 0, if and only if there is a unique
v: M"” — N such that v5 = ¢. So (BEEIX) is exact if and only if M"” has the
UMP of Coker(a), discussed in (B9); that is, M"" = Coker(«). Thus (1) holds.

The proof of (2) is similar. O

DEFINITION (5.19). — A (free) presentation of a module M is an exact sequence
G—+F—M=—0

with G and F free. If G and F are free of finite rank, then the presentation is called
finite. If M has a finite presentation, then M is said to be finitely presented.

PROPOSITION (5.20). — Let R be a ring, M a module, my for A € A generators.
Then there is an exact sequence 0 — K — REALM — 0 with aley) = my, where
{ex} is the standard basis, and there is a presentation R®* — REALM — 0,

PrOOF: By (BID)(1), there is a surjection a: R®A — M with a(ey) = my. Set
K := Ker(a). Then 0 — K — R® — M — 0 is exact by (63). Take a set of
generators {k, },ex of K, and repeat the process to obtain a surjection R®* —» K.
Then R®> — R®A — M — 0 is a presentation. O

DEFINITION (5.21). — A module P is called projective if, given any surjective
linear map B: M —» N, every linear map o: P — N lifts to one v: P — M,
namely, o = 3.

EXERCISE (B222). — Show that a free module R®? is projective.

THEOREM (5.23). — The following conditions on an R-module P are equivalent:

(1) The module P is projective.
(2) Ewvery short exact sequence 0 — K — M — P — 0 splits.
(3) There is a module K such that K @ P is free.
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(4) Fuvery exact sequence N' — N — N induces an ezxact sequence
Hom(P, N') — Hom(P, N) — Hom(P, N"). (5.23.1)
(5) Ewvery surjective homomorphism : M — N induces a surjection
Hom(P, 8): Hom(P, M) — Hom(P, N).

PrROOF: Assume (1). In (2), the surjection M — P and the identity P — P
yield a section P — M. So the sequence splits by (B2d). Thus (2) holds.

Assume (2). By (B2Z0), there is an exact sequence 0 — K — R®* — P — 0.
Then (2) implies K @ P ~ R®A. Thus (3) holds.

Assume (3); say K ® P ~ R®A. For each \ € A, take a copy N — Ny — N} of
the exact sequence N’ — N — N” of (4). Then the induced sequence

[IN{ = TINy — [I VY.
is exact by (B2). But by the end of (EIH), that sequence is equal to this one:
Hom(R®®, N') — Hom(R®*, N) — Hom(R®*, N").

But K @ P ~ R®*. So owing to (EI52), the latter sequence is also equal to
Hom(K, N") @ Hom(P, N') — Hom(K, N) ® Hom(P, N) — Hom(K, N") ® Hom(P, N").
Hence (BZ2Z3) is exact by (B2). Thus (4) holds.

Assume (4). Then every exact sequence M ﬁ) N — 0 induces an exact sequence

Hom(P, M) 2050,

In other words, (5) holds.
Assume (5). Then every o € Hom(P, N) is the image under Hom(P, 3) of some
v € Hom(P, M). But, by definition, Hom(P, 8)(y) = fv. Thus (1) holds. O

Hom(P, N) — 0.

EXERCISE (B=2d). — Let R be a ring, P and N finitely generated modules with P
projective. Prove Hom (P, N) is finitely generated, and is finitely presented if N is.

LEMMA (5.25) (Schanuel). — Given two short exact sequences

-/
?

05L5P5SM—=0 and 0L 5P 25 M—0
with P and P’ projective, there is an isomorphism of exact sequences — namely,
a commutative diagram with vertical isomorphisms:

0= LaopP 2 pep 29 o

:lﬁ :l’v :llM
(0 )

0= Pal 2% pop L9 v g

PROOF: First, let’s construct an intermediate isomorphism of exact sequences:

0= Lop 2 pap 29 o

:T/\ ZTG “ a/) ZTlM

0 K PoP —5 M — 0

Take K := Ker(aa'). To form 6, recall that P’ is projective and « is surjective. So
there is a map 7: P’ — P such that o/ = ar. Take 6 := (} 7).
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Then 6 has ((1) *7{) as inverse. Further, the right-hand square is commutative:
(@0)0=(x0)(§7) = (aan)=(ad).

So 6 induces the desired isomorphism A\: K =~ L @ P'.
Symmetrically, form an automorphism 6’ of P®P’, which induces an isomorphism

N: K = P@ L. Finally, take v := 6’0~ and 3 := XA~ L. O
EXERCISE (B22H). — Let R be a ring, and 0 - L — R"™ — M — 0 an exact

sequence. Prove M is finitely presented if and only if L is finitely generated.

EXERCISE (B221). — Let R be a ring, X1, Xo,... infinitely many variables. Set
P:= R[X1,Xs,...] and M := P/{X1,Xs,...). Is M finitely presented? Explain.

PROPOSITION (5.28). — Let 0 — L % M Ly N = 0 be a short ezact sequence
with L finitely generated and M finitely presented. Then N is finitely presented.

PROOF: Let R be the ground ring, p: R™ — M any surjection. Set v := Bu, set
K :=Kerv, and set A := pu|K. Then the following diagram is commutative:

0K —>R" S N0

)\l Ml 1Nl
0—=L-5ML NS0
The Snake Lemma (BI3) yields an isomorphism Ker A = Ker . But Ker p is
finitely generated by (B22H). So Ker A is finitely generated. Also, the Snake Lemma

implies Coker A = 0 as Coker y = 0; so 0 — Ker A\ — K 2 L — 0 is exact. Hence

K is finitely generated by (B28). Thus N is finitely presented by (B2H). O
EXERCISE (B29). — Let 0 — L 5 M Z, N = 0 be a short exact sequence with

M finitely generated and N finitely presented. Prove L is finitely generated.

PROPOSITION (5.30). — Let 0 — L = M Zy N = 0 be a short ezact sequence
with L and N finitely presented. Then M is finitely presented too.

PROOF: Let R be the ground ring, \: R — L and v: R® — N any surjections.
Define v: R® — M by v := a). Note R™ is projective by (6222), and define
§: R™ — M by lifting v along 3. Define pu: R* @ R® — M by p:= v+ 6. Then the
following diagram is, plainly, commutative, where ¢ := tpe and 7 := 7gn:

0— R = R'@R" 5 R" — 0
S

0L —sMmM—L3N_—0

Since A and v are surjective, the Snake Lemma (BZI3) yields an exact sequence
0 — Ker A = Kery — Kerv — 0,

and implies Coker u = 0. Also, Ker A and Ker v are finitely generated by (5-2H).
So Ker p is finitely generated by (B2H). Thus M is finitely presented by (B228). O
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(5.31) (The Ideals of Minors). — Let R be a ring, A := (a;;) an m X n matrix
with a;; € R. Given r € Z, let I.(A) denote the ideal generated by the r x r minors
of A; by convention, we have

L(A) = 0y, if r > min{m,n};
YR, ifr<o.

Let B := (b;;) be an r x r submatrix of A. Let B;; be the (r — 1) x (r — 1)
submatrix obtained from B by deleting the ith row and the jth column. For any
i, expansion yields det(B) = >_"_, (—1)"*7b;; det(B;;). So I,(A) C I,_1(A). Thus

Jj=

Let U be an invertible m x m matrix. Then det(U) is a unit, as UV = I yields
det(U)det(V) =1. So I,,(U) = R. Thus I.(U) = R for all » < m.

(5.31.1)

PROPOSITION (5.32). — Let R be a nonzero ring, a: R" — R™ a map. (1) If o
is injective, then n < m. (2) If « is bijective, then n = m.

ProOOF: For (1), assume n > m, and let’s show « is not injective.

Let A be the matrix of . Note (BZ3I) yields I,,(A) = (0) as n > m and
Iy(A) = R. Let r be the largest integer with Ann(Z,.(A)) = (0). Then 0 < r < n.

Take any nonzero x € I,41(A). If r =0, set z := (,0,...,0). Then z # 0 and
a(z) = 0; so « is not injective. So assume r > 0.

As x # 0, also ¢ Ann([.(A)). So there’s an r x r submatrix B of A with
xdet(B) # 0. By renumbering, we may assume that B is the upper left r x r
submatrix of A. Let C be the upper left (r + 1) x (r + 1) submatrix.

Let ¢; be the cofactor of a(,41); in det(C); so det(C) = 22;1 a(r4+1)iCi- Then
¢r+1 = det(B). So x¢pq1 #0. Set z :=x(c1,...,¢r41,0,...,0). Then z # 0.

Let’s show a(z) = 0. Denote by Ay, the kth row of A, by D the matrix obtained
by replacing the (r -+ 1)st row of C with the first (r+ 1) entries of A, and by z- A
the dot product. Then z - Ay = xzdet(D). If k < r, then D has two equal rows; so
z-Ap=0.Ifk>r+1,then Disan (r+1) x (r+1) submatrix of A;so z- Ay =0
as xl41(A) = 0. Thus a(z) = 0. Thus « is not injective. Thus (1) holds.

For (2), apply (1) to a~! too; thus also m < n. Thus (2) holds. O

LEMMA (5.33). — Let R be a ring, A an m x n matriz, B an n X p matriz, U be
an invertible m x m matriz, and V an invertible n x n matriz. Then for all r

(1) I(AB) C I,(A)I,(B) and (2) I,(UAV) = I,(A).

PROOF: As a matter of notation, given a p x ¢ matrix X := (;;), denote its jth
column by X’. Given sequences I := (i1,...,4,) with 1 < i3 < --- <4, < p and
J = (jlv"'mj?“) with 1 S]l < e <jr qu set

Liyji oo Lirgy Zip1 --- Tin
Xy = and Xj:=
Lipjr oo+ Tiggr Ti,1 -+ Tim
For (1), say A = (a;;) and B = (b;;). Set C := AB. Given I := (i1,...,1,) with
30
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1<y <--~<ir§mandK (k1,..., k) with 1 <k <--- <k, < p, note

_ (Z JUTSS S A}”'bjrkr)

Jji=1 Jr=1
= Z det (AT, ... AT ~bjgy bk,
Jiseensgr=1
In the last sum, each term corresponds to a sequence J := (1, -+, 4r) with
1 < j; < n. If two j; are equal, then det(A7',...,A}") = 0 as two columns are
equal. Suppose no two j; are equal. Then J is a permutation o of H := (hy,...,h,)

with 1 < hy <--- < hy <g; so j; = o(h;). Denote the sign of ¢ by (—1)?. Then
det(A},...,A}) = (=1)7 det(Arp).

But det(Bur) = >, (=1)7bo(hy )k, =+ - Do (h, )k, - Hence
det(Crg) = Yy det(Ary) det(Brx).

Thus (1) holds.

For (2), note that I,(W) = R for W = U, U=, V, V=1 by (6230). So (1) yields
I.(A) = I,(UT'UAVV ™) C I(UAV) C I.(A).
Thus (2) holds. O
LEMMA (5.34) (Fitting). — Let R be a ring, M a module, r an integer, and

[e3

R"SR™ S M0 and TSR 5 M—0
presentations. Represent o, B by matrices A, B. Then I,_.(A) = I,_.(B).

PRrROOF: First, assume m = p and y = m. Set K := Ker(p). Then Im(a) = K
and Im() = K by exactness; so Im(a) = Im(8). But Im(«) is generated by the
columns of A. Hence each column of B is a linear combination of the columns of
A. So there’s a matrix C such that AC = B. Set s :=m —r.

Given k, denote by I, the k x k identity matrix. Denote by 0,,, the m x ¢
zero matrix, and by (A|B) and (A|0,,,) the juxtapositions of A with B and with
0..4- Then, therefore, there is a block triangular matrix V := (OI;‘ _ch) such that
(A|B)V = (A|0,,4). But V is invertible. So I,(A|B) = I5(A|0,,,) by (B333)(2).
But I;(A|0.,) = Is(A). Thus I,(AB) = I;(A). Similarly, I,(A|B) = I,(B).
Thus I,(A) = I;(B), as desired.

Second, assume m = p and that there’s an isomorphism ~: R™ — RP with
7wy = u. Represent v by a matrix G. Then R" XRS5 M —0isa presentation,
and GA represents ya. So, by the first paragraph, I;(B) = I,(GA). But G is
invertible. So I,(GA) = I;(A) by (B33)(2). Thus I;(A) = I5(B), as desired.

Third, assume that g =n+t and p = m+1t for some ¢t > 1 and that 8 = a® 1zt
and m = 4+ 0. Then B = (01:1 OI"f“).

Given an s x s submatrix C of A, set D := (0(5 %*). Then D is an (s+t) x (s+t)
submatrix of B, and det(D) = det(C). Thus IS(A) C Is+(B).

For the opposite inclusion, given an (s +t) x (s + t) submatrix D of B, assume
det(D) # 0. If D includes part of the (m +14)th row of B, then D must also include
part of the (n 4 ¢)th column, or D would have an all zero row. Similarly, if D
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includes part of the (n 4 4)th column, then D must include part of the (m + i)th
row. So D = (ogh OI’;") where h := s+t — k for some k < ¢t and for some h x h
submatrix C of A. But det(D) = det(C). So det(D) € I,(A). But I(A) C I,(A)
by (B3T2). So det(D) € I5(A). Thus I,1+(B) C Is(A). Thus I4;(B) = I;(A),
or In,—r(A) =I,_.(B), as desired.

Finally, in general, Schanuel’s Lemma (BZ23) yields the commutative diagram

R @ Rp 2O pmog ge B0 g

~ |y =|1m

1rm @B 047

R™ ¢ R R"®RP — M — 0

Thus, by the last two paragraphs, I,,_,(A) = I,_.(B), as desired. |

(5.35) (Fitting Ideals). — Let R be a ring, M a finitely presented module, r an
integer. Take any presentation R® < R™ — M — 0, let A be the matrix of «,
and define the rth Fitting ideal of M by

Fo(M) := In_(A).

It is independent of the choice of presentation by (B=34).
By definition, F,.(M) is finitely generated. Moreover, (B231-2) yields

(0) =F_ (M) C Fo(M)C---C F,(M)=R. (5.35.1)

EXERCISE (B38). — Let R be a ring, and ay,...,a, € R with (a1) D -+ D (am).
Set M := (R/{a1)) ®--- @& (R/{am)). Show that F,.(M) = (a1 - am—r).

EXERCISE (B2310). — In the setup of (BZ3H), assume a; is a nonunit.

(1) Show that m is the smallest integer such that F,,(M) = R.

(2) Let n be the largest integer such that F,,(M) = (0); set k :=m —n. Assume
R is a domain. Show (a) that a; # 0 for i < k and a; = 0 for ¢ > k, and (b) that
M determines each a; up to unit multiple.

THEOREM (5.38) (Elementary Divisors). — Let R be a PID, M a free module, N
a submodule. Assume N is free of rank n < co. Then there exists a decomposition
M =M ®M" and elements x1,...,x, € M' and aq,...,a, € R such that

M'=Rx1®--®Rzr,, N=Raz1 ® - ® Rapz,, {(a1)D -2 {a,)#0.
Moreover, M and N determine M' and each a; up to unit multiple.

PROOF: Let’s prove existence by induction on n. For n = 0, take M’ := 0; no a;
or z; are needed. So M” = M, and the displayed conditions are trivially satisfied.

Let {ex} be a free basis of M, and 7y: M — R the Ath projection.

Assume n > 0. Given any nonzero z € N, write z = Y ¢yey for some ¢\ € R.
Then some ¢y, # 0. But ¢y, = 7, (2). Thus m5,(N) # 0.

Consider the set 8 of nonzero ideals of the form o(N) where a.: M — R is a linear
map. Partially order 8 by inclusion. Given a totally ordered subset {ax(N)}, set
b:=Jax(NV). Then b is an ideal. So b = (b) for some b € R as R is a PID. Then
b € ax(N) for some A. So ax(N) = b. By Zorn’s Lemma, $ has a maximal element,
say a1(N). Fix a; € R with ay(N) = (a1), and fix y1 € N with a1(y1) = a1.

Given any linear map 8: M — R, set b:= S(y1). Then (a1) + (b) = {(c) for some
c € R, as R is a PID. Write ¢ = da; + eb for d,e € R, and set v := day + ef.
Then v(N) D (y(y1)). But v(y1) = ¢. So {¢) C v(N). But (a1) C {(c¢). Hence, by
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maximality, (a1) = y(N). But (b) C {(¢). Thus 5(y1) =b € (a1).

Write y1 = Y eaey for some ¢y € R. Then 7y (y1) = cx. But ¢y = a;d) for some
dy € R by the above paragraph with 8 := my. Set x1 := > dyex. Then y; = a1;.

So a1(y1) = arai(z1). But ay(y1) = a1. So arag(z1) = a1. But R is a domain
and a1 # 0. Thus a;(z1) = 1.

Set M; := Ker(ay). As aj(x1) =1, clearly Rzy N M; = 0. Also, given x € M,
write © = aj(x)z1 + (x — a1 (x)z1); thus @ € Rxy + M;. Hence (EIA) implies
M = Rxy @ M. Further, M, is free by (EEId). Set Ny := M; N N.

Recall a1x1 = y1 € N. So N D Rajxy @ N;. Conversely, given y € N, write
y = bxy +my with b € R and m; € M;. Then a;1(y) = b, so b € {a1). Hence
y € Rajx1 + Ni. Thus N = Rajx1 © Ni.

Define ¢: R — Rajz1 by ¢(a) = aayxy. If p(a) =0, then aa; =0 as ag(z1) =1,
and so a = 0 as a; # 0. Thus ¢ is injective, so a isomorphism.

Note N; ~ R™ with m < n owing to (EId) with N for E. Hence N ~ R™1.
But N ~ R". So (E32)(2) yields m + 1 = n.

By induction on n, there exists a decomposition M; = M| & M" and elements
Za,...,Tn € M{ and ag,...,a, € R such that

M] =Razy® - ® Rx,, N1 = Rasxa® - ® Rapzy, {(az) D -+ D {a,) #0.

Then M = M' & M" and M' = Rz1 ®---® Rz, and N = Ra121 © --- ® Rapxn,.
Also (a1) D -+ D (ayn) # 0. Thus existence is proved.

Finally, consider the projection m: My — R with 7(z;) = do; for j <2 <n and
w|M" = 0. Define p: M — R by p(az1+m1) := a+m(my). Then p(a;x1) = as. So
p(N) D (a1) = aq(N). By maximality, p(N) = a1(N). But az = p(asz2) € p(N).
Thus (a2) C {(a1), as desired.

Moreover, M’ = {m € M | xm € N for some z € R}. Thus M’ is determined.
Also, by (B232)(2) with M'/N for M, each a; is determined up to unit multiple. O

THEOREM (5.39). — Let A be a local ring, M a finitely presented module.
(1) Then M can be generated by m elements if and only if F,,,(M) = A.
(2) Then M is free of rank m if and only if Fr(M) = A and F,,,_1(M) = (0).

ProoF: For (1), assume M can be generated by m elements. Then (EETH)(1)
and (E228) yield a presentation A" <> A™ — M — 0. So F,,,(M) = A by (6E334).

For the converse, assume also M cannot be generated by m —1 elements. Suppose
Fp(M) = A with £k < m. Then F,,,_1(M) = A by (E350). Hence one entry of
the matrix (a;;) of @ does not belong to the maximal ideal, so is a unit by (BH).
By (B233)(2), we may assume ai; = 1 and the other entries in the first row and
first column of A are 0. Thus A = (§ §) where B is an (m — 1) x (s — 1) matrix.
Then B defines a presentation A1 — A™~! — M — 0. So M can be generated
by m — 1 elements, a contradiction. Thus Fy,(M) # A for k < m. Thus (1) holds.

In (2), if M is free of rank m, then there’s a presentation 0 — A™ — M — 0;
s0 F (M) = A and F,,,_1(M) = (0) by (B235). Conversely, if F,,,(M) = A, then
(1) and (E228) and (BT)(1) yield a presentation A® % A™ — M — 0. If also
Fr—1(M) = (0), then o = 0 by (B35). Thus M is free of rank m; so (2) holds. O

PROPOSITION (5.40). — Let R be a ring, and M a finitely presented module. Say
M can be generated by m elements. Set a := Ann(M). Then

(1) aF.(M) C F._1(M) for allr >0 and (2) a™ C Fo(M) C a.
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PROOF: As M can be generated by m elements, (EI0)(1) and (B228) yield a
presentation A” = A™ £ M — 0. Say o has matrix A.

In (1), if > m, then trivially aF,.(M) C F,._1(M) owing to (B=351). So assume
r <m and set s :=m —r + 1. Given x € a, form the sequence

Rtm ﬁ)Rm I_L>M_>0Withﬂ;:a+x]_3m.

Note that this sequence is a presentation. Also, the matrix of 8 is (A]z1,,), obtained
by juxtaposition, where I,,, is the m x m identity matrix.

Given an (s —1) x (s — 1) submatrix B of A, enlarge it to an s x s submatrix B’
of (A2I,,) as follows: say the ith row of A is not involved in B; form the m x s
submatrix B” of (A|zI,,) with the same columns as B plus the ith column of zI,,
at the end; finally, form B’ as the s X s submatrix of B” with the same rows as B
plus the ith row in the appropriate position.

Expanding along the last column yields det(B’) = +x det(B). By constuction,
det(B') € I;(Alzl,,). But I;(A|zL,) = I5(A) by (B23d). Furthermore, z € a is
arbitrary, and I,,,(A) is generated by all possible det(B). Thus (1) holds.

For (2), apply (1) repeatedly to get a*F,.(M) C F,_x(M) for all r» and k. But
F,,(M) = R by (B335). So a™ C Fy(M).

For the second inclusion, given any m x m submatrix B of A, say B = (b;;). Let
e; be the ith standard basis vector of R™. Set m; := u(e;). Then > b;;m; = 0
for all i. Let C be the matrix of cofactors of B: the (i, j)th entry of C is (—1)**7
times the determinant of the matrix obtained by deleting the jth row and the ith
column of B. Then CB = det(B)I,,,. Hence det(B)m; = 0 for all i. So det(B) € a.
But I,,(A) is generated by all such det(B). Thus Fy(M) C a. Thus (2) holds. O



6. Direct Limits

Category theory provides the right abstract setting for certain common concepts,
constructions, and proofs. Here we treat adjoints and direct limits. We elaborate
on two key special cases of direct limits: coproducts (direct sums) and coequalizers
(cokernels). Then we construct arbitrary direct limits of sets and of modules.
Further, we prove direct limits are preserved by left adjoints; whence, direct limits
commute with each other, and in particular, with coproducts and coequalizers.

Although this section is the most abstract of the entire book, all the material
here is elementary, and none of it is very deep. In fact, many statements are just
concise restatements in more expressive language; they can be understood through
a simple translation of terms. Experience shows that it pays to learn this more
abstract language, but that doing so requires determined, yet modest effort.

(6.1) (Categories). — A category C is a collection of elements, called objects.
Each pair of objects A, B is equipped with a set Home (A, B) of elements, called
maps or morphisms. We write a: A — B or A % B to mean a € Home(A, B).
Further, given objects A, B, C, there is a composition law
Home (A, B) x Home(B,C) — Home(A4,C), written (a, ) — Ba,
and there is a distinguished map 15 € Home (B, B), called the identity such that
(1) composition is associative, or v(8a) = (v8)a for v: C — D, and
(2) 1p is unitary, or 1 = o and Bl = .
We say « is an isomorphism with inverse 3: B — A if af = 1 and fa = 14.
For example, four common categories are those of sets ((Sets)), of rings ((Rings)),
of R-modules ((R-mod)), and of R-algebras ((R-alg)); the corresponding maps are
the set maps, and the ring, R-module, and R-algebra homomorphisms.
Given categories € and €', their product € x €' is the category whose objects

are the pairs (A, A’) with A an object of € and A’ an object of €’ and whose maps
are the pairs (o, ') of maps « in € and o in C'.

(6.2) (Functors). — A map of categories is known as a functor. Namely, given
categories € and €, a (covariant) functor F': ¢ — €’ is a rule that assigns to
each object A of € an object F(A) of € and to each map a: A — B of € a map
F(a): F(A) — F(B) of €' preserving composition and identity; that is,

(1) F(Ba) = F(B)F(«) for maps a: A — B and 8: B — C of €, and

(2) F(1a) = 1p(a) for any object A of C.

We also denote a functor F by F(e), by A — F(A), or by A — Fa.

Note that a functor F' preserves isomorphisms. Indeed, if a8 = 15 and Sa = 14,
then F'(a)F(8) = 1p(p) and F(B)F(a) = F(14).

For example, let R be a ring, M a module. Then clearly Hompg(M, o) is a functor
from ((R-mod)) to ((R-mod)). A second example is the forgetful functor from
((R-mod)) to ((Sets)); it sends a module to its underlying set and a homomorphism
to its underlying set map.

A map of functors is known as a natural transformation. Namely, given two func-
tors F, F': € = @, a natural transformation 6: F — F’ is a collection of maps
0(A): F(A) — F'(A), one for each object A of €, such that §(B)F(«a) = F'(a)8(A)

35
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for every map a: A — B of C; that is, the following diagram is commutative:

F(A) 29 pB)

0(A) 6(B)
/ F'(a) ’
F'(A) —=> F'(B)
For example, the identity maps 1p(4) trivially form a natural transformation 15

from any functor F to itself. We call F' and F’ isomorphic if there are natural
transformations §: F' — F’ and 0': F/ — F with 6’0 = 1r and 00’ = 1.

A contravariant functor G from € to € is a rule similar to F, but G reverses the
direction of maps; that is, G(«a) carries G(B) to G(A), and G satisfies the analogues

of (1) and (2). For example, fix a module N; then Hom(e, N) is a contravariant
functor from ((R-mod)) to ((R-mod)).

EXERCISE (BE3). — (1) Show that the condition (BEZ2)(1) is equivalent to the
commutativity of the corresponding diagram:

HOIIl@(B7 C) — Home: (F(B), F(C))

| | (6.3.1)

Home(4,C) — Home (F(A), F(C))

(2) Given v: C'— D, show (BEZ2)(1) yields the commutativity of this diagram:
Home(B,C) — Home (F(B), F(C))

|

Home(A, D) — Home (F(A), F(D))

(6.4) (Adjoints). — Let F': € — € and F’: € — € be functors. We call (F, F’)
an adjoint pair, I the left adjoint of F’, and F” the right adjoint of F' if, for
every pair of objects A € € and A’ € €', there is given a natural bijection

Home: (F(A), A") =~ Home(A4, F'(4")). (6.4.1)
Here Natural means that maps B — A and A’ — B’ induce a commutative

diagram:
Home/ (F'(A), A') ~ Home(A, F'(A"))

| |

Home: (F(B), B') ~ Home(B, F'(B'))

12

Naturality serves to determine an adjoint up to canonical isomorphism. Indeed,
let F' and G be two left adjoints of F’. Given A € €, define 8(A): G(A) — F(A)
to be the image of 1p(4) under the adjoint bijections

Home/ (F(A), F(A)) ~ Home(A, F'F(A)) ~ Home (G(A), F(A)).

To see that §(A) is natural in A, take a map o: A — B. It induces the following
diagram, which is commutative owing to the naturality of the adjoint bijections:
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Home/ (F(A), F(A)) ~ Home(A, F'F(A)) ~ Home/ (G(A), F(A))
Home: (F(A), F(B)) ~ Home(A, F'F(B)) ~ Home/ (G(A), F(B))
Home (F(B), F(B)) ~ Home(B, F'F(B)) ~ Home/ (G(B), F(B))

Chase after 1p(4) and 1p(p). Both map to F(a) € Home/(F(A), F(B)). So
both map to the same image in Home/ (G (A), F(B)). But clockwise, 15(4) maps to
F(a)0(A); counterclockwise, 1p(g) maps to 6(B)G(a). So 0(B)G(a) = F(a)f(A).
Thus the 8(A) form a natural transformation 6: G — F.

Similarly, there is a natural transformation 6’: F — G. It remains to show
0’0 = 1¢ and 00’ = 1r. But, by naturality, the following diagram is commutative:

Home/ (F(A), F(A)) ~ Home(A, F'F(A)) ~ Home(G(A), F(A))

l |

Home/ (F'(A), G(A)) ~ Home(A, F'G(A)) ~ Home(G(A), G(A))

Chase after 1p(4). Clockwise, its image is 6'(A)0(A) in the lower right corner.
Counterclockwise, its image is 1 (4), owing to the definition of 6. Thus 60 = 1¢.
Similarly, 0’ = 1, as required.

For example, the “free module” functor is the left adjoint of the forgetful functor
from ((R-mod)) to ((Sets)), since by (E1M),

Hom((R—mod)) (REBAr M) = Hom((Sets)) (Av M)

Similarly, the “polynomial ring” functor is the left adjoint of the forgetful functor
from ((R-alg)) to ((Sets)), since by (I33),

Hom((R_alg)) (R[Xl, . ,Xn], R/) = Hom((sets)) ({Xl, ces ,Xn}, R/)

EXERCISE (EH). — Let € and € be categories, F: € — € and F': ¢’ — C an
adjoint pair. Let ¢4 4-: Home/ (FA, A") = Home (A, F'A’) denote the natural
bijection, and set 74 := w4 ra(lpa). Do the following:

(1) Prove n4 is natural in A; that is, given g: A — B, the induced square

AL FFA

gl lF’Fg
B % F'FB
is commutative. We call the natural transformation A — 74 the unit of (F, F’).

(2) Given f': FA — A, prove pa 4 (f') = F'f ona.

(3) Prove the natural map ns: A — F'F A is universal from A to F’; that is,
given f: A — F'A’, there is a unique map f': FA — A’ with F'f' ona = f.

(4) Conversely, instead of assuming (F, F’) is an adjoint pair, assume given a
natural transformation n: 1le¢ — F'F satisfying (1) and (3). Prove the equation in
(2) defines a natural bijection making (F, F’) an adjoint pair, whose unit is 7.

(5) Identify the units in the two examples in (BE2): the “free module” functor
and the “polynomial ring” functor.

(Dually, we can define a counit ¢: F'F’ — 1e/, and prove analogous statements.)
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(6.6) (Direct limits). — Let A, C be categories. Assume A is small; that is, its
objects form a set. Given a functor A\ — M) from A to C, its direct limit or
colimit, denoted liﬂM)\ or lig)\eA M, is defined to be the object of € universal
among objects P equipped with maps §,: M,, — P, called insertions, that are
compatible with the transition maps aj,: M, — M, which are the images of the
maps of A. (Note: given k and pu, there may be more than one map x — p, and so
more than one transition map al'j.) In other words, there is a unique map S such
that all of the following diagrams commute:

“Z ap .
M, — M, — hi>nM,\

e s
PrE, P22, p
To indicate this context, the functor A — M) is often called a direct system.

As usual, universality implies that, once equipped with its insertions «,, the limit
lim M), is determined up to unique isomorphism, assuming it exists. In practice,
there is usually a canonical choice for lg M), given by a construction. In any case,
let us use lim M) to denote a particular choice.

We say that C has direct limits indexed by A if, for every functor A — M),
from A to €, the direct limit lim M exists. We say that C has direct limits if it
has direct limits indexed by every small category A.

Given a functor F': € — €', note that a functor A — M, from A to € yields a
functor A — F(M)) from A to €’. Furthermore, whenever the corresponding two
direct limits exist, the maps F(ay): F(M,) — F(hgn M) induce a canonical map

o: h_rr)lF(MA) —>F(li_r>nM>\). (6.6.1)
If ¢ is always an isomorphism, we say F' preserves direct limits. At times, given
lim M}, we construct hﬂF(M,\) by showing F(héﬂ M) has the requisite UMP.

Assume € has direct limits indexed by A. Then, given a natural transformation

from A — M, to A — N, universality yields unique commutative diagrams
MH — %ﬂ My

L

NH — lﬂ NA
To put it in another way, form the functor category C*: its objects are the
functors A — M), from A to C; its maps are the natural transformations (they form
a set as A is one). Then taking direct limits yields a functor lim from G to C.
In fact, it is just a restatement of the definitions that the “direct limit” functor
li_rr>1 is the left adjoint of the diagonal functor

A: e —CMh
By definition, A sends each object M to the constant functor AM, which has the
same value M at every A € A and has the same value 1, at every map of A; further,

A carries a map y: M — N to the natural transformation Ay: AM — AN, which
has the same value v at every A € A.

(6.7) (Coproducts). — Let C be a category, A a set, and M), an object of € for
each A € A. The coproduct [],., M., or simply [[ My, is defined as the object
of € universal among objects P equipped with a map 8,,: M, — P for each u € A.
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The maps ¢, : M, — [[ M) are called the inclusions. Thus, given such a P, there
exists a unique map §: [[ My — P with Si, = 3, for all pp € A.

If A = (), then the coproduct is an object B with a unique map 3 to every other
object P. There are no p in A, so no inclusions ¢,: M,, — B, so no equations
Bty = By to restrict 8. Such a B is called an initial object.

For instance, suppose € = ((R-mod)). Then the zero module is an initial object.
For any A, the coproduct [[ M) is just the direct sum € M) (a convention if
A = ). Next, suppose € = ((Sets)). Then the empty set is an initial object. For
any A, the coproduct [ M) is the disjoint union | | M (a convention if A = ().

Note that the coproduct is a special case of the direct limit. Indeed, regard A as
a discrete category: its objects are the A € A, and it has just the required maps,
namely, the 1. Then hﬂM » = |1 M with the insertions equal to the inclusions.

(6.8) (Coequalizers). — Let o, @': M = N be two maps in a category C. Their
coequalizer is defined as the object of € universal among objects P equipped with
a map 1n: N — P such that na = no’.

For instance, if € = ((R-mod)), then the coequalizer is Coker(a — ). In partic-
ular, the coequalizer of o and 0 is just Coker(a).

Suppose € = ((Sets)). Take the smallest equivalence relation ~ on N with
a(m) ~ o'(m) for all m € M; explicitly, n ~ n’ if there are elements my,...,m,
with a(my) = n, with o/(m,) = n/, and with a(m;) = o/(m41) for 1 < i < r.
Clearly, the coequalizer is the quotient N/~ equipped with the quotient map.

Note that the coequalizer is a special case of the direct limit. Indeed, let A be
the category consisting of two objects x, u and two nontrivial maps ¢, ¢': k = p.
Define A — M) in the obvious way: set M,, := M and M, := N; send ¢ to a and
¢’ to /. Then the coequalizer is th A-

EXERCISE (BE™). — Let a: L — M and S: L — N be two maps in a category C.
Their pushout is defined as the object of € universal among objects P equipped
with a pair of maps v: M — P and §: N — P such that ya = 3. Express the
pushout as a direct limit. Show that, in ((Sets)), the pushout is the disjoint union
M U N modulo the smallest equivalence relation ~ with m ~ n if there is £ € L
with a(¢) = m and §(¢) = n. Show that, in ((R-mod)), the pushout is equal to the
direct sum M @ N modulo the image of L under the map («, —).

LEMMA (6.10). — A category C has direct limits if and only if € has coproducts and
coequalizers. If a category C has direct limits, then a functor F': C — C' preserves
them if and only if F' preserves coproducts and coequalizers.

PRrOOF: If € has direct limits, then € has coproducts and coequalizers because
they are special cases by (BEZd) and (BEX). By the same token, if F': ¢ — ¢
preserves direct limits, then F' preserves coproducts and coequalizers.

Conversely, assume that € has coproducts and coequalizers. Let A be a small
category, and A — M), a functor from A to €. Let X be the set of all transition maps
a;\L: M, — M,. For each o := aﬁ € X, set M, := My. Set M =[],y M, and
N = HAGA M. For each o, there are two maps M, := M), — N: the inclusion
t) and the composition L#aﬁ. Correspondingly, there are two maps o, o’: M — N.
Let C be their coequalizer, and n: N — C the insertion.

Given maps 3y : M) — P with Bﬂa;} = [, there is a unique map : N — P with
Bix = B by the UMP of the coproduct. Clearly Ba = Sa’; so 8 factors uniquely
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through C' by the UMP of the coequalizer. Thus C' = hﬂM A, as desired.
Finally, if F': € — € preserves coproducts and coequalizers, then F' preserves
arbitrary direct limits as F' preserves the above construction. (]

THEOREM (6.11). — The categories ((R-mod)) and ((Sets)) have direct limits.

PROOF: The assertion follows from (EIM) because ((R-mod)) and ((Sets)) have
coproducts by (BZA) and have coequalizers by (EX). O

THEOREM (6.12). — Ewvery left adjoint F: C — €' preserves direct limits.

PROOF: Let A be a small category, A — M) a functor from A to € such that
ligM A exists. Given an object P’ of €', consider all possible commutative diagrams

F(og) Fau)

FOM) 2 Py 0 Pim )
lﬁ; l% lﬂ/ (6.12.1)
P - P : P

where aj; is any transition map and «,, is the corresponding insertion. Given the

', we must show there is a unique f’.
Say F' is the left adjoint of F’: ¢ — €. Then giving (BEIZ) is equivalent to
giving this corresponding commutative diagram:

M, =25 M, 2 limg M

e la s

F'(P') & F/(P') & F'(P')
However, given the f,, there is a unique g by the UMP of @MA. (]

PROPOSITION (6.13). — Let C be a category, A and ¥ small categories. Assume
@ has direct limits indexed by ¥. Then the functor category G does too.

PROOF: Let o + (A — M,,) be a functor from ¥ to €. Then a map ¢ — 7 in
Y yields a natural transformation from A — M,y to A — M,). So amap A — u in
A yields a commutative square

MU)\ — Mgu

l l (6.13.1)
MT)\ — MT/L

in a manner compatible with composition in ¥. Hence, with A\ fixed, the rule
o +— M, is a functor from ¥ to C.

By hypothesis, hﬂaez M, exists. So A — @aez M,y is a functor from A to
C. Further, as 7 € ¥ varies, there are compatible natural transformations from the
A= M.\ to A — @gez M. Finally, the latter is the direct limit of the functor
7+ (A = M;)) from ¥ to G, because, given any functor A — Py from A to €
equipped with, for 7 € X, compatible natural transformations from the A — M,y
to A — Py, there are, for A € A, compatible unique maps liggez My — Phy. O
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THEOREM (6.14) (Direct limits commute). — Let C be a category with direct limits
indezed by small categories ¥ and A. Let o — (A — M,)) be a functor from ¥ to
CA. Then

h—r>ncrez h—r>n>\eA Moy = 1£>n>\eA h—r>naez: Moz

PRrOOF: By (BEH), the functor lim - CAN — € s a left adjoint. By (EZI3), the
category G has direct limits indexed by ¥. So (BEI2) yields the assertion. (]

COROLLARY (6.15). — Let A be a small category, R a ring, and C either ((Sets))
or ((R-mod)). Then functor lim : CA — @ preserves coproducts and coequalizers.

Proor: By (BZ2) and (B3R), both coproducts and coequalizers are special cases
of direct limits, and € has them. So (BEId) yields the assertion. O

EXERCISE (BEEIH). — Let C be a category, ¥ and A small categories.
(1) Prove €¥*A = (€M)® with (0, \) = M, corresponding to o +— (A — M, ).
(2) Assume C has direct limits indexed by ¥ and by A. Prove that € has direct
limits indexed by ¥ x A and that lig)\eA hﬂgez = @(U,A)ezx/\'

EXERCISE (BId). — Let A — M, and A — N, be two functors from a small
category A to ((R-mod)), and {6,: M) — N,} a natural transformation. Show
ligCoker(GA) = Coker(ligMA — ligNA).

Show that the analogous statement for kernels can be false by constructing a
counterexample using the following commutative diagram with exact rows:

727 -57/2 —0

e | e

727 -7/2 —0



7. Filtered Direct Limits

Filtered direct limits are direct limits indexed by a filtered category, which is
a more traditional sort of index set. After making the definitions, we study an
instructive example where the limit is Q. Then we develop an alternative construc-
tion of filtered direct limits for modules. We conclude that forming them preserves
exact sequences, and so commutes with forming the module of homomorphisms out
of a fixed finitely presented source.

(7.1) (Filtered categories). — We call a small category A filtered if

(1) given objects k and A, for some p there are maps kK — p and A — p,

(2) given two maps o, 7: 7 = k with the same source and the same target, for

some p there is a map ¢: Kk — p such that po = p7.

Given a category C, we say a functor A — M) from A to C is filtered if A is
filtered. If so, then we say the direct limit h_rI)lM » is filtered if it exists.

For example, let A be a partially ordered set. Suppose A is directed; that is,
given k, A € A, there is a p with k < p and A < u. Regard A as a category whose
objects are its elements and whose sets Hom(k, \) consist of a single element if
Kk < A, and are empty if not; morphisms can be composed, because the ordering is
transitive. Clearly, the category A is filtered.

EXERCISE (I2). — Let R be a ring, M a module, A a set, M, a submodule for
each A € A. Assume |J M) = M. Assume, given A\, i € A, there is v € A such that
My, M,, C M,. Order A by inclusion: A <y if My C M,,. Prove M = li_n>1M,\.

EXERCISE (IZ3). — Show that every module M is the filtered direct limit of its
finitely generated submodules.

EXERCISE (IZA). — Show that every direct sum of modules is the filtered direct
limit of its finite direct subsums.

EXAMPLE (7.5). — Let A be the set of all positive integers, and for each n € A,
set M, :={r/n|r €Z} C Q. Then M, = Q and M,,, M,, C M,,,. Then (IL2)
yields Q = h_n)an where A is ordered by inclusion of the M,,.

However, M,, C M, if and only if 1/m = s/n for some s, if and only if m | n.
Thus we may view A as ordered by divisibility of the n € A.

For each n € A, set R, := Z, and define ,,: R, — M, by B,(r) := r/n. Clearly,
Br is a Z-module isomorphism. And if n = ms, then this diagram is commutative:

R, == R,
fo|=  pn= (7.5.1)
M’"l é M7L

where pi5 is the map of multiplication by s and ¢ is the inclusion. Thus Q = hg R,
where the transition maps are the ps.

EXERCISE (ILH). — Keep the setup of (ILH). For each n € A, set N, :=Z/(n); if
n = ms, define a: N,;, = N,, by o(x) := zs (mod n). Show lim Ny, = Q/Z.

42
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THEOREM (7.7). — Let A be a filtered category, R a ring, and C either ((Sets)) or
((R-mod)) or ((R-alg)). Let A — My be a functor from A to C. Define a relation
~ on the set-theoretic disjoint union | | My as follows: my ~ mg for m; € My, if
there are transition maps a : My, — M, such that oz)‘lml = a’\2m2 Then ~ 1is
an equivalence relation. Set M (|_| M,\)/N. Then M = lglMA, and for each L,
the canonical map «,: M, — M is equal to the insertion map M, — IEMA

ProOOF: Clearly ~ is reflexive and symmetric. Let’s show it is transitive. Given
m; € My, for i = 1,2,3 with m; ~ mg and mg ~ mg, there are af;i fori=1,2
and oy for i = 2,3 with ajy'm; = 04)‘2m2 and a)2my = aj®ms. Then (ZZ)(1)
yields o/ and aj. Possibly, oz“oz)‘2 + ap 22, but in any case, (IZ)(2) yields a?

with of (aha)?) = af (o a)?). In sum, we have this diagram of indices:

A1

A2>M>P—>J
—

A1

Hence, (afak)antmy = (afa)ay?ms. Thus my ~ ms.

If € = ((R-mod)), define addition in M as follows. Given m; € M)y, for i = 1,2,
there are o’ by (Z)(1). Set

R A A
ax,mi1 + ay,mo = a#(aulml + alfmg).

We must check that this addition is well defined.
First, consider px. Suppose there are a)) too. Then (ZT)(1) yields ab and aj.
Possibly, aka)i # abapi, but (Z)(2) yields af with of (a’b‘aﬁl)a’)(azgﬁl) and
v Ao

then a2 Wlth aZ(abaka)?) = aZ(ababe)?). In sum, we have this diagram:

g >p4>0'—)7'

Y(adtmy 4+ a)2my). Thus both

A3

Therefore, (oziozgoz‘;)( 'my 4 arma) = (aZabal
and v yield the same value for ax,m1 + ax,mo.
Second, suppose m; ~ m} € M x;- Then a similar, but easier, argument yields
ax,my + a,\zmgaxim’l + ax,mo. Thus addition is well defined on M.
Define scalar multiplication on M similarly. Then clearly M is an R-module.
If ¢ = ((R-alg)), then we can see similarly that M is canonically an R-algebra.
Finally, let Bx: My — N be maps with 8yxaf = B, for all af. The £ induce

a map | |Mx — N. Suppose m; ~ mqy for m2 € M,,; that is, af;lml = al)fmg

p

for some a;}". Then Sy,m1 = Br,m2 as Buay Ai = B),. So there is a unique map
B: M — N with Bay = 8, for all A Further if ¢ = ((R-mod)) or € = ((R-alg)),
then clearly § is a homomorphism. The proof is now complete. (I

COROLLARY (7.8). — Preserve the conditions of ().
(1) Given m € MMA, there are A and my € My such that m = ayxm,.
(2) Given m; € My, for i = 1,2 such that ay, m; = ax,ms, there are a;\L
that aﬁlml = aff ma.
(3) Suppose € = ((R—mod)) or € = ((R—alg)). Then given A and my € M)y

such that aymy = 0, there is af‘L such that aﬁmA =0.

i such
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PROOF: The assertions follow directly from (IZZ8). Specifically, (1) holds, since
lim M) is a quotient of the disjoint union | | M. Further, (2) holds owing to the
definition of the equivalence relation involved. Finally, (3) is the special case of (2)
where mq := m) and my = 0. O

EXERCISE (CH). — Let R := @RA be a filtered direct limit of rings.
(1) Prove that R = 0 if and only if Ry = 0 for some .
(2) Assune that each R is a domain. Prove that R is a domain.
(3) Assume that each Rj is a field. Prove that R is a field.

EXERCISE (IZI0). — Let M := lim M be a filtered direct limit of modules, with
transition maps aﬁ: My — M, and insertions ay: My — M. For each A, let
Ny C M), be a submodule, and let N C M be a submodule. Prove that Ny = aglN
for all X if and only if (a) Ny = (af‘t)’lN# for all af; and (b) JaxNy = N.

DEFINITION (7.11). — Let R be a ring. We say an algebra R’ is finitely presented
if R ~ R[X1,...,X,]/a for some variables X; and finitely generated ideal a.

PROPOSITION (7.12). — Let A be a filtered category, R a ring, C either ((R-mod))
or ((R-alg)), A — M) a functor from A to C. Given N € C, form the map (EB),

0: MHom(N, M) — Hom(N, hﬂM,\)

(1) If N is finitely generated, then 6 is injective.
(2) The following conditions are equivalent:
(a) N is finitely presented;
(b) 0 is bijective for all filtered categories A and all functors A — My;
(c) 6 is surjective for all directed sets A and all X — M.

PrOOF: Given a transition map af;: My — M, set ﬁf“ := Hom(N, af;). Then
the Bﬁ are the transition maps of ligHom(N, My). Denote by ay and Sy the
insertions of lim M) and liquom(N7 My).

For (1), let ny,...,n, generate N. Given ¢ and ¢’ in H_r}nHom(N, M) with
0(¢) = 0(¢"), note that (ZH)(1) yields A and px: N — M and pand ¢, : N — M,
with Bx(px) = ¢ and B.(¢),) = ¢'. Then 0(p) = axpx and 0(¢') = auyp), by
construction of 6. Hence ayp) = O‘u@:u So axea(n;) = aMgoL(ni) for all i. So
(R)(2) yields A; and o, and o such that o} oa(ni) = af ¢}, (n;) for all .

Let’s prove, by induction on 4, that there are v; and 043,- and o} such that
oy ox(nj) = ab (n;) for 1 < j < i. Indeed, given v;_1 and oy, | and ok | by
(m) (1), there are p; and ;™" and a;i. By (Z)(2), there are v; and o such that

N ZEE T U YD VI i 1 DR D VISP \
O‘z’iiam Oy = aﬁlo‘pfo‘,\ 1 Pz‘laki' Set @y, = O‘z’ZO‘pZ N,
i A N ) . . .
sialy . Then aj pa(n;) = af, (n;) for 1 < j <1, as desired.
. A — / ; A _ /
Set v := v,.. Then agpa(n;) = aly),(n;) for all i. Hence ooy = alp),. But

= Br(er) = BuB(0x) = Bulagpn).
Similarly, ¢’ = B, (afp),). Hence ¢ = ¢'. Thus ¢ is injective. Notice that this proof
works equally well for ((R-mod)) and ((R-alg)). Thus (1) holds.

For (2), let’s treat the case € = ((R-mod)) first. Assume (a). Say N ~ F/N’
where F := R" and N’ is finitely generated, say by nf,...,n.. Let n; be the image
in N of the ¢th standard basis vector e; of F'. Then there are homogeneous linear
polynomials f; with f;(e1,...,e.) = n; for all j. So fj(n1,...,n,) =0.

pi Vi1 1 _ pi
cand aliap, ol = alla

Bo.— P
and ok = afia
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Given ¢: N — lim My, set m; := p(n;) for 1 < i < r. Repeated use of (LR)(1)
and (Z3)(1) yields A and my; € M) with aymy; = m; for all i. So for all j,

ax(fi(mar,...,mx)) = fi(ma,...,m.) = o(fj(n1,...,n;)) = 0.
Hence repeated use of (ZB)(2) and (Z)(1), (2) yields  and a), with, for all j,

a;\L(fj(mM, .oo,ma)) = 0.
Therefore, there is ¢, : N — M, with ¢, (n;) := a;(my;) by (EI) and (EH).

Set ¢ := B,(¢u). Then 0(v) = o, Hence 8(v)(n;) = m; = ¢(n;) for all i. So
0(¢) = . Thus 6 is surjective. So (1) implies 6 is bijective. Thus (b) holds.

Trivially (b) implies (c).

Finally, assume (c). Take A to be the directed set of finitely generated submodules
Ny of N. Then N = lim N, by (IZ2). However, 6 is surjective. So there is
(RS li_n)lHorn(N7 N)) with 0(¢) = 1. So (ZR)(1) yields A and ¢ € Hom(N, N))
with Bx(¥y) = 9. Hence axiyy = 0(10). So axiyy = 1y. So « is surjective. But
ax: Ny — N is the inclusion. So Ny = N. Thus N is finitely generated. Say
ni,...,n, generate N. Set F' := R" and let e; be the ith standard basis vector.

Define : F — N by k(e;) :=n; for all i. Set N’ := Ker(k). Then F/N' = N.
Let’s show N’ is finitely generated.

Take A to be the directed set of finitely generated submodules N} of N’. Then
N’ =1lim N{ by (Z2). Set Ny := F/N}. Then N = lim N by (ET1). Here the aj,
and the a) are the quotient maps. Since 6 is surjective, there is ¥ € Hom(N, Ny)
with 6(¢p) = 1y. So (ER)(1) yields A and ¥, € Hom(N, Ny) with Sy (¢¥y) = 9.
Hence axypy = 0(¢). So axyyn = 1n. Set 9, = Oéi;’(/J,\ for all p; note v, is well
defined as A is directed. Then o1, = axyyn = 1 for all p. Let’s show there is p
with 9,0, = ]‘Nu'

For all i and i, let n,; be the image in N, of e;. Then axny; = ax(Pacany;)
as axty = 1y. Hence repeated use of (ZR)(2) and (ZM)(1) yields u such that
aﬁn,\i = aﬁ(w,\a,\n,\i) for all 7. Hence n,; = (¢Yuoy,)n,;. But the ny,; generate N,
for all 7. So Iy, = Y0y, as desired.

So a1 Ny — N is an isomorphism. So Nj, = N’. Thus N’ is finitely generated.
Thus (a) holds for ((R-mod)).

In the case € = ((R-alg)), replace F' by a polynomial ring R[Xq,..., X,], the
submodule N’ by the appropriate ideal a, and the f; by polynomials that generate
a. With these replacements, the above proof shows (a) implies (b). As to (c¢) implies
(a), first take the N to be the finitely generated subalgebras; then the above proof
of finite generation works equally well as is. The rest of the proof works after we
replace F' by a polynomial ring, the e; by the variables, N’ by the appropriate ideal,
and the N§ by the finitely generated subideals. ([l

(7.13) (Finite presentations). — Let R be a ring, R’ a finitely presented algebra.
The proof of (IZT2A)(2) shows that, for any presentation R[X,...,X,]/a of R/,
where R[X1,...,X,] is a polynomial ring and a is an ideal, necessarily a is finitely
generated. Similarly, for a finitely presented module M, that proof gives another
solution to (B=2H), one not requiring Schanuel’s Lemma.

THEOREM (7.14) (Exactness of Filtered Direct Limits). — Let R be a ring, A a
filtered category. Let C be the category of 3-term exact sequences of R-modules: its
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objects are the 3-term exact sequences, and its maps are the commutative diagrams
L — M — N
L' — M — N’
Then, for any functor X\ — (L LN My 2 Ny) from A to C, the induced sequence
liﬂLk i ligMA z, ligNA s exact.
ProOF: Abusing notation, in all three cases denote by af the transition maps

and by «) the insertions. Then given ¢ € lim Ly, there is £) € Ly with a)fy = ¢
by (R)(1). By hypothesis, yx8xfx = 0; so v8¢ = 0. In sum, we have this figure:

by —— 0
e —> e — e A
Ii ! @ |
e >0 e %ﬂ
f——0

Thus Im(8) C Ker(7).

For the opposite inclusion, take m € lim My with ym = 0. By (CR) (1), there is
my € My with aymy = m. Now, ayyamy = 0 by commutativity. So by (IZR)(3),
there is oy, with ayama = 0. So y,apmy = 0 by commutativity. Hence there is
£, € L, with 8,0, = a,’)mA by exactness. Apply «,, to get

Boy by = auBul, = aua,’)mA =m.

In sum, we have this figure:
mx = T

°

Ao A hSS
° NS 5 ® hg
Thus Ker(y) C Im(8). So Ker(y) = Im(j3) as asserted. O

7

EXERCISE (CIH). — Let R := lim Ry be a filtered direct limit of rings, ay C Ry
an ideal for each A. Assume ajax C a, for each transition map o). Set a := lim ay.
If each ay is prime, show a is prime. If each a) is maximal, show a is maximal.

EXERCISE (ZIH). — Let M := lim M) be a filtered direct limit of modules, with
transition maps af;: My — M, and insertions a: My — M. Let Ny C M)y be a
be a submodule for all A\. Assume a;\LNA C N, for all ozl’). Prove li_r>nN,\ = JaNx.

EXERCISE (ICT@). — Let R := lim R be a filtered direct limit of rings. Prove that
h_r)nnil(R,\) = nil(R).
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EXERCISE (CIR). — Let R := lim Ry be a filtered direct limit of rings. Assume
each ring R) is local, say with maximal ideal my, and assume each transition map
ozﬁ: Ry — R, is local. Set m := limmy. Prove that R is local with maximal ideal
m and that each insertion ay: Ry — R is local.

(7.19) (Hom and direct limits again). — Let A a filtered category, R a ring, N a
module, and A — M) a functor from A to ((R-mod)). Here is an alternative proof
that the map 0(N) of (BEZBED) is injective if NV is finitely generated and bijective if
N is finitely presented.

If N := R, then §(N) is bijective by (E3). Assume N is finitely generated, and
take a presentation R®* — R™ — N — 0 with ¥ finite if N is finitely presented.
It induces the following commutative diagram:

0 — lim Hom(N, M) — lim Hom(R", My) — liﬂHom(R@Z, M)
G(N)l 9(R”)l: 0(R®Z)l
0 — Hom(N, lim M) — Hom(R", lim M) — Hom(R®*, lim M)
The rows are exact owing to (B-IR), the left exactness of Hom, and to (IZI4), the
exactness of filtered direct limits. Now, Hom preserves finite direct sums by (EIH),

and direct limit does so by (EXI3) and (BZ2); hence, §(R™) is bijective, and §( R®*)
is bijective if ¥ is finite. A diagram chase yields the assertion.

EXERCISE (IZZ0). — Let A and A’ be small categories, C: A’ — A a functor.
Assume A’ is filtered. Assume C' is cofinal; that is,
(1) given A € A, there is a map A — C\’ for some X € A’, and

(2) given ¥, p: A = CN, there is x: M — ] with (Cx)v = (Cx)e.
Let A — M), be a functor from A to € whose direct limit exists. Show that
iy epr Moy =l M
more precisely, show that the right side has the UMP characterizing the left.

EXERCISE (ICZ0). — Show that every R-module M is the filtered direct limit over
a directed set of finitely presented modules.



8. Tensor Products

Given two modules, their tensor product is the target of the universal bilinear
map. We construct the product, and establish various properties: bifunctoriality,
commutativity, associativity, cancellation, and most importantly, adjoint associa-
tivity; the latter relates the product to the module of homomorphisms. With one
factor fixed, the product becomes a linear functor. We prove Watt’s Theorem; it
characterizes “tensor-product” functors as those linear functors that commute with
direct sums and cokernels. Lastly, we discuss the tensor product of algebras.

(8.1) (Bilinear maps). — Let R a ring, and M, N, P modules. We call a map
a: M x N — P
bilinear if it is linear in each variable; that is, given m € M and n € N, the maps
m' — a(m/;n) and n'+— a(m,n’)

are R-linear. Denote the set of all these maps by Bilg(M, N; P). It is clearly an
R-module, with sum and scalar multiplication performed valuewise.

(8.2) (Tensor product). — Let R be a ring, and M, N modules. Their tensor
product, denoted M ® g N or simply M ® N, is constructed as the quotient of the
free module R®M*N) modulo the submodule generated by the following elements,
where (m,n) stands for the standard basis element ey, )

(m + m/v Tl) - (mv ’I’L) - (m/a Tl) and (ma n+ nl) - (ma n) - (m,n’), 8.2.1
(xm, n) —xz(m,n) and (m, xn)— x(m,n) (8.2.1)
for all m,m’ € M and n,n' € N and x € R.

The above construction yields a canonical bilinear map

B:MxN— M®N.
Set m ®@n := B(m,n).

THEOREM (8.3) (UMP of tensor product). — Let R be a ring, M, N modules.
Then B: M x N — M ® N is the universal bilinear map with source M x N; in
fact, B induces, not simply a bijection, but a module isomorphism,

0: Homp(M ®p N, P) - Bilz(M, N; P). (8.3.1)

PRrOOF: Note that, if we follow any bilinear map with any linear map, then the
result is bilinear; hence, 0 is well defined. Clearly, 6 is a module homomorphism.
Further, 6 is injective since M ®g N is generated by the image of 5. Finally, given
any bilinear map a: M x N — P, by (E0M) it extends to amap o’ : ROM*N) . p,
and o/ carries all the elements in (BZZ) to 0; hence, o’ factors through 8. Thus
6 is also surjective, so an isomorphism, as asserted. (Il

EXERCISE (Bd). — Let R be a ring, R’ an R- algebra, and M an R’-module.
Set M' := R' g M. Define a: M — M’ by am := 1 ®m, and p: M’ — M by
p(x @ m) := xm. Prove M is a direct summand of M’ with a = ¢y and p = 7).

48
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(8.5) (Bifunctoriality). — Let R be aring, a: M — M’ and «: N — N’ module
homomorphisms. Then there is a canonical commutative diagram:

axa’

Mx N —— M'x N’

g 7
MeN 22 Mm@ N
Indeed, 8" o (a x &) is clearly bilinear; so the UMP (B3) yields a®«’. Thus e®@ N
and M ®e are commuting linear functors — that is, linear on maps, compare (82).

PROPOSITION (8.6). — Let R be a ring, M and N modules.
(1) Then the switch map (m,n) — (n,m) induces an isomorphism

M®r N =NQ®gr M. (commutative law)
(2) Then multiplication of R on M induces an isomorphism
R®r M =M. (unitary law)

PROOF: The switch map induces an isomorphism R®M*N) _~y RENXM) "and
it preserves the elements of (B221). Thus (1) holds.

Define 8: R x M — M by fB(x,m) := xm. Clearly S is bilinear. Let’s check S
has the requisite UMP. Given a bilinear map a: R x M — P, define v: M — P by
v(m) := a(1,m). Then 7 is linear as « is bilinear. Also, @ =0 as

alz,m) = za(l,m) = a(l,2m) = y(zm) = vL(xz, m).
Further, v is unique as f is surjective. Thus b has the UMP, so (2) holds. (]

EXERCISE (BZ). — Let R be a domain, a a nonzero ideal. Set K := Frac(R).
Show that a®p K = K.

(8.8) (Bimodules). — Let R and R’ be rings. An abelian group N is an (R, R')-
bimodule if it is both an R-module and an R’-module and if z(z'n) = 2/(zn)
forallz € R, all 2’ € R, and all n € N. At times, we think of NV as a left R-
module, with multiplication zn, and as a right R’-module, with multiplication nz’.
Then the compatibility condition becomes the associative law: x(nz') = (xn)z’. A
(R, R’')-homomorphism of bimodules is a map that is both R-linear and R’-linear.

Let M be an R-module, and let N be an (R, R')-bimodule. Then M ®p N
is an (R, R')-bimodule with R-structure as usual and with R’-structure defined
by '(m @n) := m® (¢'n) for all 2’ € R, all m € M, and all n € N. The
latter multiplication is well defined and the two multiplications commute because
of bifunctoriality (B8) with « := p, and o’ := p,.

For instance, suppose R’ is an R-algebra. Then R’ is an (R, R')-bimodule. So
M ®pgr R’ is an R’-module. It is said to be obtained by extension of scalars.

In full generality, it is easy to check that Hompg(M, N) is an (R, R’)-bimodule
under valuewise multiplication by elements of R’. Further, given an R’-module
P, it is easy to check that Hompg/ (N, P) is an (R, R')-bimodule under sourcewise
multiplication by elements of R.

EXERCISE (BH™). — Let R be a ring, R’ an R-algebra, M, N two R’-modules.
Show there is a canonical R-linear map 7: M g N — M Qg N.

Let K C M ®r N denote the R-submodule generated by all the differences
(@'m)@n —m® (2'n) for ' € R and m € M and n € N. Show K is equal to
Ker(7), and 7 is surjective. Show 7 is an isomorphism if R’ is a quotient of R.
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THEOREM (8.10). — Let R and R’ be rings, M an R-module, P an R'-module,
N an (R, R')-bimodule. Then there are two canonical (R, R')-isomorphisms:

M®@p (N ®p P)=(M®rN)®p P, (associative law)
Homp/ (M ®p N, P) = Homg (M, Hompg/ (N, P)). (adjoint associativity)

Proor: Note that M @p (N @p P) and (M @ g N) Qg P are (R, R")-bimodules.
For each (R, R')-bimodule @, call a map 7: M x N x P — @ trilinear if it is
R-bilinear in M x N and R’-bilinear in N x P. Denote the set of all these 7 by
Tril(M, N, P; Q). Tt is, clearly, an (R, R')-bimodule.

A trilinear map 7 yields an R-bilinear map M X (N ® g P) — @, whence a map
M ®g (N ®p P) — Q, which is both R-linear and R’-linear, and vice versa. Thus
’]:‘I‘ﬂ(R,R/)(.]\I7 N,P, Q) = Hom(M ®R (N ®R’ P), Q)

Similarly, there is a canonical isomorphism of (R, R’)-bimodules

Tril(R_’R/)(M, N,P; Q) = HOID((M ®R N) ®R/ F’7 Q)

Hence each of M ®g (N @gr P) and (M ®pgr N) Qg P is the universal target of a
trilinear map with source M x N x P. Thus they are equal, as asserted.
To establish the isomorphism of adjoint associativity, define a map

o: Homp (M ®g N, P) — Hompg (M, Hompg (N, P)) by
(@()(m))(n) :=~(m@n).
Let’s check « is well defined. First, a(y)(m) is R'-linear, because given 2’ € R/,
Y(m & (2'n)) = y('(m @ n)) = z’y(m @ n)
since v is R'-linear. Further, a(7) is R-linear, because given z € R,
(zm)®@n=m® (zn) andso (a(y)(zm))(n) = (a(y)(m))(zn).

Thus a(y) € Hompg (M, Hompg (N, P)). Clearly, a is an (R, R')-homomorphism.
To obtain an inverse to «, given n € Homp (M, Hompg/ (N, P))7 define a map
(: M x N — P by ((m,n) = (n(m))(n). Clearly, ¢ is Z-bilinear, so ¢ induces a
Z-linear map §: M ®z N — P. Given z € R, clearly (n(zm))(n) = (n(m))(zn); so
0((xm) ® n) = 6(m @ (zn)). Hence, § induces a Z-linear map 3(n): M g N — P
owing to (B™) with Z for R and with R for R’. Clearly, 8(n) is R'-linear as n(m)
is so. Finally, it is easy to verify that a(8(n)) = n and B(«a(y)) = v, as desired. O

COROLLARY (8.11). — Let R be a ring, and R an algebra. First, let M be an
R-module, and P an R'-module. Then there are two canonical R'-isomorphisms:

(M ®r R)®p P=M®pg P, (cancellation law)
Homp (M ®g R, P) = Homg(M, P). (left adjoint)
Instead, let M be an R'-module, and P an R-module. Then there is a canonical
R'-isomorphism:
Hompg (M, P) = Homp/ (M, Homg(R', P)). (right adjoint)
In other words, e @ R’ is the left adjoint of restriction of scalars from R’ to R,
and Homp(R', e) is its right adjoint.

PRrROOF: The cancellation law results from the associative and unitary laws; the
adjoint isomorphisms, from adjoint associativity, (23) and the unitary law. (I
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EXERCISE (BT2). — In the setup of (BI), find the unit 1y, of each adjunction.

COROLLARY (8.13). — Let R, R’ be rings, N a bimodule. Then the functor e N
preserves direct limits, or equivalently, direct sums and cokernels.

PROOF: By adjoint associativity, e®@r N is the left adjoint of Hompg/ (N, e). Thus
the assertion results from (BI2) and (BI). O

EXAMPLE (8.14). — Tensor product does not preserve kernels, nor even injections.
Indeed, consider the injection po: Z — Z. Tensor it with N := Z/(2), obtaining
to: N — N. This map is zero, but not injective as N # 0.

EXERCISE (BTH). — Let M and N be nonzero k-vector spaces. Prove M @ N # 0.

EXERCISE (BEIH). — Let R be a ring, a and b ideals, and M a module.
(1) Use (BI3) to show that (R/a) @ M = M/aM.
(2) Use (1) to show that (R/a) ® (R/b) = R/(a + b).

EXERCISE (BT@). — Show Z/(m) ®z Z/(n) = 0 if m and n are relatively prime.

THEOREM (8.18) (Watts). — Let F': ((R-mod)) — ((R-mod)) be a linear functor.
Then there is a natural transformation 6(e): e QF(R) — F(e) with 6(R) =1, and
0(e) is an isomorphism if and only if F preserves direct sums and cokernels.

PROOF: As F is a linear functor, there is, by definition, a natural R-linear map
O(M): Hom(R, M) — Hom(F(R), F(M)). But Hom(R,M) = M by (B33). Set
N := F(R). Then, with P := F(M), adjoint associativity yields the desired map

0(M) € Hom (M, Hom(N, F(M))) = Hom(M @ N, F(M)).
Explicitly, 8(M)(m ® n) = F(p)(n) where p: R — M is defined by p(1) = m.
Alternatively, this formula can be used to construct (M), as (m,n) — F(p)(n) is

clearly bilinear. Either way, it’s not hard to see 6(M) is natural in M and 6(R) = 1.
If O(e) is an isomorphism, then F preserves direct sums and cokernels by (BZI3).

To prove the converse, take a presentation R®> LN RN % M — 0; one exists
by (B220). Applying 6, we get this commutative diagram:

R¥®¥@N - RAQN - M®N — 0

le(R@E) le(R@M lf)(m (8.18.1)
F(R®®) — F(R®) — F(M) — 0

By construction, (R) = 1y. If F preserves direct sums, then §(R®}) = 1yea
and O(R®®) = 1yesx; in fact, given any natural transformation §: T — U, let’s
show that, if T" and U preserve direct sums, then so does 6.

Given a collection of modules M), each inclusion ¢y : M) — @ M), yields, because
of naturality, the following commutative diagram:

T(¢
T (M) LN DT (M)
l9(MA) Jﬂ(EBMA)

UMy 2 @ U,

Hence (6 Mx)T (1) = @ O(Mx)T(tx). But the UMP of direct sum says that,
given any N, a map @ T (M) — N is determined by its compositions with the
inclusions T'(¢y). Thus 8(@ M) = @ 6(M,), as desired.
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Suppose F' preserves cokernels. Since @ ® N does too, the rows of (BZIR) are
exact by (B22). Therefore, (M) is an isomorphism. O

EXERCISE (BTH). — Let F': ((R-mod)) — ((R-mod)) be a linear functor. Show
that F always preserves finite direct sums. Show that 6(M): M ® F(R) — F(M)
is surjective if F' preserves surjections and M is finitely generated, and that (M)
is an isomorphism if F' preserves cokernels and M is finitely presented.

(8.20) (Additive functors). — Let R be a ring, M a module, and form the diagram
M2 Mo M 2 M

where 0 := (1M, 1M) and oy = 1 + 1.
Let o, 8: M — N be two maps of modules. Then

on(a® B)oy = a+ B, (8.20.1)

because, for any m € M, we have

(on(a® B)on)(m) = on(a @ B)(m,m) = on(a(m), B(m)) = a(m) + B(m).

Let F: ((R-mod)) — ((R-mod)) be a functor that preserves finite direct sums.
Then F(a D ,B) = F(a) (&) F(ﬁ) Also, F((SM) = 5F(M) and F(O’M) = OF(M)
as F(1y) = 1papy. Hence F(a + ) = F(a) + F(8) by (B2ZId). Thus F is
additive, that is, Z-linear.

Conversely, every additive functor preserves finite direct sums owing to (BI9).

However, not every additive functor is R-linear. For example, take R := C.

Define F(M) to be M, but with the scalar product of z € C and m € M to be Tm
where T is the conjugate. Define F(a) to be a. Then F is additive, but not linear.

LEMMA (8.21) (Equational Criterion for Vanishing). — Let R be a ring, M and
N modules, and {ny}rea a set of generators of N. Then anyt € M ® N can be
written as a finite sum t =Y mx ® ny with my € M. Further, t =0 if and only if
there are my € M and x), € R for o € ¥ for some ¥ such that

Yo TacMe =my for all X and Y, xxony =0 for all o.

Proor: By (B32), M ® N is generated by elements of the form m ® n with
mée€ M and n € N, and if n =Yz ny with ) € R, then m®@n = > (zxm) @ ny.
It follows that ¢ can be written as a finite sum ¢t = > my) ® ny with my € M.

Assume the m, and the z), exist. Then

Sma@ny =3, (X, Ta0me) @ny =3, (me ® Y, Trona) = 0.

Conversely, by (E220), there is a presentation R®™ By R®A 2 N 5 0 with
a(ey) = ny for all A where {ey} is the standard basis of R®*. Then by (EI3) the
following sequence is exact:

M@ R®E 295, pr o ROA 129 pro N 0.

Further, (1 ® «) (Z my ® e)\) = 0. So the exactness implies there is an element
s € M ® R®® such that (1® £)(s) = Y. my ® ex. Let {e,} be the standard basis
of R%* and write s =Y. m, ® e, with m, € M. Write 8(e,) = Y., Zx,€x. Then
clearly 0 = aff(e;) = >, Tron, and
0= ma®ex—3,me @ (5 Ta0er) = Xy (ma = X, Taomo) ® ex.
Since the ey are independent, my = Za TroMeo, as asserted. O
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(8.22) (Algebras). — Let R be a ring, S and T algebras with structure maps
c:R— Sand 7: R - T. Set U := S ®pT; it is an R-module. Now, define
SxTxSxT—=U by (st,8,t') — ss’ @ tt'. This map is clearly linear in each
factor. So it induces a bilinear map

pw:UxU—=U with pu(s®t, s’ @t)(ss’' @tt').

It is easy to check that U is a ring with p as product. In fact, U is an R-algebra
with structure map w given by w(r) := o(r) ® 1 = 1 ® 7(r), called the tensor
product of S and T over R.
Define t5: S = S®g T by ts(s) := s® 1. Clearly ts is an R-algebra homomor-
phism. Define ty: T'— S ® T similarly. Given an R-algebra V', define a map
v Hom((R_alg))(S QrT, V) — Hom((R_alg))(& V) X Hom((R_alg))(T, V).
by v(¥) := (g, ¥er). Conversely, given R-algebra homomorphisms 6: S — V
and (: T — V, define n: S x T — V by n(s,t) := 0(s) - ((t). Then n is clearly
bilinear, so it defines a linear map ¢: S ®@r T — V. It is easy to see that the map

(0,¢) — 1 is an inverse to . Thus « is bijective.
In other words, S ® g T' is the coproduct of S and T in ((R-alg)):

S
/&9
R SQrT 1%
N
T

EXAMPLE (8.23). — Let R be a ring, S an algebra, and X3,...,X,, variables.
Then there is a canonical S-algebra isomorphism

S®r R[X1,...,Xn] = S[X1,..., X
Indeed, given an S-algebra homomorphism S — T and elements x1,...,x, of T,
there is an R-algebra homomorphism R[X1,...,X,] — T by (=3). So by (B=22),
there is a unique S-algebra homomorphism S ® g R[X1,...,X,] = T. Thus both

S®gr R[X1,...,X,] = T and S[X,...X,] possess the same UMP.
In particular, for variables Y7, ...,Y,,, we obtain

RIX1,..., X, ®r RIV1,..., Y] = RIX1, ..., Xn, Y1, ..., V.

EXERCISE (B24). — Let R be a ring, M a module, X a variable. Let M[X] be
the set of polynomials in X with coefficients in M, that is, expressions of the form
S omiX* with m; € M. Prove M ®p R[X]| = M[X] as R[X]-modules.

EXERCISE (B2H). — Let R be aring, (R )sex a family of algebras. For each finite
subset J of X, let R/, be the tensor product of the R, for o € J. Prove that the
assignment J — R’; extends to a filtered direct system and that h_r)an, exists and
is the coproduct of the family (R )ycs.

EXERCISE (BZH). — Let X be a variable, w a complex cubic root of 1, and /2
the real cube root of 2. Set k := Q(w) and K := k[/2]. Show K = k[X]/(X? —2)
and then K @, K = K x K x K.



9. Flatness

A module is called flat if tensor product with it is an exact functor. First, we
study exact functors in general. Then we prove various properties of flat modules.
Notably, we prove Lazard’s Theorem, which characterizes the flat modules as the
filtered direct limits of free modules of finite rank. Lazard’s Theorem yields the
Ideal Criterion for Flatness, which characterizes the flat modules as those whose
tensor product with any finitely generated ideal is equal to the ordinary product.

LEMMA (9.1). — Let R be a ring, a: M — N a homomorphism of modules. Then
there is a commutative diagram with two short exact sequences involving N’

0— M — M ———— N — N’ — 0

N S (9.1.1)

00— N —0
if and only if M’ = Ker(a) and N’ = Im(a) and N"” = Coker(a).

PROOF: If the equations hold, then the second short sequence is exact owing to
the definitions, and the first is exact since Coim(a) = Im(«) by (EH).

Conversely, given the commutative diagram with two short exact sequences, o’
is injective. So Ker(a) = Ker(a/). So M’ = Ker(a). So N’ = Coim(«) as o' is
surjective. So N’ = Im(«). Hence N’ = Coker(«). Thus the equations hold. O

(9.2) (Ezact Functors). — Let R be a ring, R’ an algebra, F' a functor from
((R-mod)) to ((R'-mod)). Assume F is R-linear; that is, the associated map

Homp(M,N) — Hompg/ (FM,FN) (9.2.1)

is R-linear. Then, if a map a: M — N is 0, so is Fa: FM — FN. But M =0 if
and only if 15y = 0. Further, F(15;) = 1par. Thus if M =0, then FM = 0.

Call F faithful if (B=Z) is injective, or equivalently, if Fa = 0 implies o = 0.

Call F exact if it preserves exact sequences. For example, Hom(P, ) is exact if
and only if P is projective by (B223).

Call F left exact if it preserves kernels. When F' is contravariant, call F' left
exact if it takes cokernels to kernels. For example, Hom(N, e) and Hom(e, N) are
left exact covariant and contravariant functors.

Call F right exact if it preserves cokernels. For example, M ® e is right exact.

PROPOSITION (9.3). — Let R be a ring, R’ an algebra, F' an R-linear functor from
((R-mod)) to ((R'-mod)). Then the following conditions are equivalent:

(1) F preserves exact sequences; that is, F is exact.
(2) F preserves short exact sequences.

(3) F preserves kernels and surjections.

(4) F preserves cokernels and injections.

(5) F preserves kernels and images.

ProOF: Trivially, (1) implies (2). In view of (E2), clearly (1) yields (3) and (4).
Assume (3). Let 0 - M’ — M — M"” — 0 be a short exact sequence. Since F'

preserves kernels, 0 - FM' — FM — FM" is exact; since F preserves surjections,
FM — FM" — 0 is also exact. Thus (2) holds. Similarly, (4) implies (2).

54
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Assume (2). Given a: M — N, form the diagram (ECID). Applying F to it and
using (2), we obtain a similar diagram for F'(«). Hence () yields (5).

[e3

Finally, assume (5). Let M/ — M Ly M be exact; that is, Ker(8) = Im(a).
Now, (5) yields Ker(F(8)) = F(Ker(8)) and Im(F(«)) = F(Im(c)). Therefore,
Ker(F(8)) = Im(F(«)). Thus (1) holds. O

EXERCISE (B2). — Let R be a ring, R’ an algebra, F' an R-linear functor from
((R-mod)) to ((R'-mod)). Assume F is exact. Prove the following equivalent:

(1) F is faithful.
(2) An R-module M vanishes if FM does.
(3) F(R/m) # 0 for every maximal ideal m of R.

(4) A sequence M’ % M 2y M is exact it FM? 2% par 22 FuM s,

(9.5) (Flatness). — We say an R-module M is flat over R or R-flat if the functor
M ®p e is exact. It is equivalent by (BZ3) that M ®p e preserve injections since it
preserves cokernels by (EI3).

We say M is faithfully flat if M Qg e is exact and faithful.

We say an R-algebra is flat or faithfully flat if it is so as an R-module.

LEMMA (9.6). — A direct sum M := @ M), is flat if and only if every My is flat.
Further, M is faithfully flat if every My is flat and at least one is faithfully flat.

PRrROOF: Let 8: N’ — N be an injective map. Then (BEI3) yields

(B M) @B =B (My® p);
see the end of the proof of (BIR), taking T(M):=M @ N' and U(M):=M Q N.
But the map @(M,® ) is injective if and only if each summand M, ® 3 is injective
by (B). The first assertion follows.
Further, M @ N = @(M, ® N) by (BE13). Soif M @ N =0, then M) ® N =0
for all A. If also at least one M) is faithfully flat, then N = 0, as desired. 0

PROPOSITION (9.7). — A nonzero free module is faithfully flat. Every projective
module is flat.

PROOF: It’s easy to extend the unitary law to maps; in other words, R® e = 1.
So R is faithfully flat over R. Thus a nonzero free module is faithfully flat by (EH).
Every projective module is a direct summand of a free module by (B223), and so
is flat by (HM). O

EXERCISE (BCR). — Show that a ring of polynomials P is faithfully flat.

EXAMPLE (9.9). — In (H8), consider the second assertion. Its converse needn’t
hold. For example, take a product ring R := R; X Ry with R; # 0. By (B4), R is
faithfully flat over R. But neither R; is so, as Ri ® Ry = R1®(R/R1) = R1/R? = 0.

EXERCISE (I1). — Let R be a ring, M and N flat modules. Show that M @ p N
is flat. What if “flat” is replaced everywhere by “faithfully flat”?

EXERCISE (EI0). — Let R be a ring, M a flat module, R' an algebra. Show that
M ®gr R’ is flat over R’. What if “flat” is replaced everywhere by “faithfully flat”?

EXERCISE (I2). — Let R be aring, R’ a flat algebra, M a flat R’-module. Show
that M is flat over R. What if “flat” is replaced everywhere by “faithfully flat”?
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EXERCISE (EI3). — Let R be a ring, R’ an algebra, R” an R’-algebra, and M an
R’-module. Assume that M is flat over R and faithfully flat over R’. Prove that
R’ is flat over R.

EXERCISE (). — Let R be aring, a an ideal. Assume R/a is flat. Show a = a?.

EXERCISE (BCIH). — Let R be a ring, R’ a flat algebra. Prove equivalent:

(1) R’ is faithfully flat over R.

) For every R-module M, the map M 5 M®@gR' by am = m®1 is injective.
) Every ideal a of R is the contraction of its extension, or a = =1 (aR’).

) Every prime p of R is the contraction of some prime q of R’, or p = ¢~ g .
) Every maximal ideal m of R extends to a proper ideal, or mR’ # R’.

) Every nonzero R-module M extends to a nonzero module, or M @ R’ # 0.

PROPOSITION (9.16). — Let R be a ring, 0 - M' — M — M" — 0 an exact
sequence of modules. Assume M" is flat.
(1) Then0 > M@ N - M ®N — M" ® N — 0 is exact for any module N.
(2) Then M is flat if and only if M' is flat.

ProoF: By (6220), there is an exact sequence 0 — K — R®* — N — 0. Tensor
it with the given sequence to obtain the following commutative diagram:

0

|

M@K — MK — M'®K — 0

| | [

0 — M @ R® 5 Mo RN 5 M" @ REA

l |

M &N 215 Mo N

| |

0 0

Here o and 3 are injective by Definition (823), as M and R®* are flat by hypothesis
and by (EZ3). So the rows and columns are exact, as tensor product is right exact.
Finally, the Snake Lemma, (B2I3), implies « is injective. Thus (1) holds.

To prove (2), take an injection N’ — N, and form this commutative diagram:

0 - MN - MN — M'"@N — 0

o

0 - MN —-MN — M'@N —0

Its rows are exact by (1).
Assume M is flat. Then « is injective. Hence o’ is too. Thus M’ is flat.

Conversely, assume M’ is flat. Then o' is injective. But o’ is injective as M" is
flat. Hence « is injective by the Snake lemma. Thus M is flat. Thus (2) holds. O

EXERCISE (EI7). — Let R be aring, 0 — M’ % M — M" — 0 an exact sequence
with M flat. Assume N @ M’ X2% N@ M is injective for all N. Prove M" is flat.
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EXERCISE (EIR). — Prove that an R-algebra R’ is faithfully flat if and only if the
structure map ¢: R — R’ is injective and the quotient R'/¢R is flat over R.

PROPOSITION (9.19). — A filtered direct limit of flat modules @MA 18 flat.

ProoF: Let 8: N’ — N be injective. Then M), ® 3 is injective for each X since
M, is flat. So lim(M), ® ) is injective by the exactness of filtered direct limits,
(13). So (lim My) ® 8 is injective by (ET3). Thus lim M, is flat. O

PROPOSITION (9.20). — Let R and R’ be rings, M an R-module, N an (R, R')-
bimodule, and P an R'-module. Then there is a canonical homomorphism

0: HomR(M, N) Rpr P — HOIIIR(M, N Qg P) (9201)

Assume P is flat. If M is finitely generated, then 6 is injective; if M is finitely
presented, then 0 is an isomorphism.

PROOF: The map 6 exists by Watts’s Theorem, (BIR), with R’ for R, applied
to Homp (M, N ®p o). Explicitly, 0(¢ ® p)(m) = ¢(m) @ p.

Clearly, 0 is bijective if M = R. So 0 is bijective if M = R" for any n, as
Homp(e, Q) preserves finite direct sums for any @ by (EIH).

Assume that M is finitely generated. Then from (6220), we obtain a presentation
R®* — R™ - M — 0, with X finite if P is finitely presented. Since 6 is natural, it
yields this commutative diagram:

0 — Homgr(M,N)®p P — Homgr(R™, N)®@r P — Hompg(R** N)®p P

| | |

0 — Homgr(M,N ®g P) — Homgr(R™, N ®p P) — Homg(R®*, N @ P)

Its rows are exact owing to the left exactness of Hom and to the flatness of P. The
right-hand vertical map is bijective if ¥ is finite. The assertion follows. O

EXERCISE (E2TM). — Let R be a ring, R’ an algebra, M and N modules. Show
that there is a canonical map

o: Homgr(M, N)®r R' — Homgr (M @ R', N ®r R').

Assume R’ is flat over R. Show that if M is finitely generated, then o is injective,
and that if M is finitely presented, then o is an isomorphism.

DEFINITION (9.22). — Let R be a ring, M a module. Let Aj; be the category
whose objects are the pairs (R™, ) where a: R™ — M is a homomorphism, and
whose maps (R™, «) — (R", ) are the homomorphisms ¢: R™ — R™ with Sy = a.

PROPOSITION (9.23). — Let R be a ring, M a module, and (R™,«) — R™ the
forgetful functor from Ay to ((R-mod)). Then M = hg(Rm,a)eAM RrR™

Proor: By the UMP, the a: R™ — M induce a map (: li_nng — M. Let’s
show ( is bijective. First, ( is surjective, because each x € M is in the image of
(R, ay) where o, (r) = ra.

For injectivity, let y € Ker(¢). By construction, ®(Rm,a) R™ — liAlRm is surjec-
tive; see the proof of (BXIW). So y is in the image of some finite sum @(Rmi Loy BT
Set m := > m,;. Then @ R™ = R™. Set o := > ;. Then y is the image of some
y’" € R™ under the insertion ¢,,: R™ — lim R™. But y € Ker(¢). So a(y’) = 0.

Let 6,¢: R = R™ be the homomorphisms with 6(1) := 3 and (1) := 0. They
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yield maps in Ap;. So, by definition of direct limit, they have the same compositions
with the insertion t,,. Hence y = ¢,,(y') = 0. Thus ( is injective, so bijective. O

THEOREM (9.24) (Lazard). — Let R be a ring, M a module. Then the following
conditions are equivalent:

(1) M is flat.

(2) Given a finitely presented module P, this version of (BZ2IL) is surjective:

Homp(P, R) ® g M — Hompg (P, M).

(3) Given a finitely presented module P and a map B: P — M, there exists a
factorization B: P X R™ % M ;

(4) Given an a: R™ — M and a k € Ker(w), there ezists a factorization
a: R™ £ R — M such that (k) = 0.

(5) Given an a: R™ — M and kq, ..., k. € Ker(a) there exists a factorization
a: R™ % R™ — M such that p(k;) =0 fori=1,...,7.

(6) Given R™ 2 R™ % M such that ap = 0, there exists a factorization
a: R™ % R™ — M such that op = 0.

(7) Ans s filtered.

(8) M is a filtered direct limit of free modules of finite rank.

PROOF: Assume (1). Then (B2201) yields (2).

Assume (2). Consider (3). There are 71, ...,7v, € Hom(P, R) and z1,...,z, € M
with 8(p) = > vi(p)z; by (2). Let v: P — R™ be (71,...,7Vn), and let a: R™ — M
be given by a(r1,...,7,) = > r;xz;. Then 8 = avy, just as (3) requires.

Assume (3), and consider (4). Set P := R™/Rk, and let x: R™ — P denote
the quotient map. Then P is finitely presented, and there is 8: P — M such that
Bk = a. By (3), there is a factorization §: P X+ R® — M. Set ¢ := ~yr. Then
B: R™ £ R™ — M is a factorization of 8 and o(k) = 0.

Assume (4), and consider (5). Set mg := m and ap = a. Inductively, (4) yields

i_1: R™-t 2 R SN for i=1,...,7

such that ¢; -+ @1(k;) = 0. Set ¢ := ¢, -1 and n := m,.. Then (5) holds.

Assume (5), and consider (6). Let eq, ..., e, be the standard basis of R", and set
k; := p(e;). Then a(k;) = 0. So (5) yields a factorization a: R™ %> R™ — M such
that ¢(k;) = 0. Then pp = 0, as required by (6).

Assume (6). Given (R™,q;) and (R™?,aq) in Ay, set m := my + mg and
« := a1 + ay. Then the inclusions R™ — R™ induce maps in Ap;. Thus the first
condition of (M) is satisfied.

Given o, 7: (R",w) = (R™,«) in Ay, set p := 0 — 7. Then ap = 0. So (6)
yields a factorization a: R™ % R™ — M with ¢p = 0. Then ¢ is a map of Ay,
and po = 7. Hence the second condition of (IZ) is satisfied. Thus (7) holds.

If (7) holds, then (8) does too, since M = lig(Rm)a)eAM R™ by (H23).

Assume (8). Say M = lim M with the M) free. Each M) is flat by (83), and
a filtered direct limit of flat modules is flat by (EI9). Thus M is flat O

EXERCISE (23) (Equational Criterion for Flatness). — Prove that the Condition
(E=237)(4) can be reformulated as follows: Given any relation ) . x;y; = 0 with
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x; € R and y; € M, there are z;; € R and yg € M such that
> Tijy; =y, for all i and 2, @52, = 0 for all j. (9.25.1)

LEMMA (9.26) (Ideal Criterion for Flatness). — A module N is flat if and only if,
given any finitely generated ideal a, the inclusion a — R induces an isomorphism.:

a® N == aN.

PrROOF: In any case, (BEH)(2) implies RQ N = N with a®z — az. If N is flat,
then the inclusion a < R yields an injection a®@ N — R® N, and so a® N == aN.
To prove the converse, let’s check the criterion (B22H). Given >, z;y; = 0 with
z; € Rand y; € N, set a:=(z1,...,2,). fa® N =5 aN, then ), 2; ®y; = 0; so
the Equational Criterion for Vanishing (B22) yields (825). Thus N is flat. O

EXAMPLE (9.27). — Let R be a domain, and set K := Frac(R). Then K is flat,
but K is not projective unless R = K. Indeed, (BZ) says a ® g K = K, with
a ® z = ax, for any ideal a of R. So K is flat by (E=2H).

Suppose K is projective. Then K < R for some A by (5223). So there is a
nonzero map «: K — R. So there is an z € K with a(z) # 0. Set a := «a(x).
Take any nonzero b € R. Then ab - a(x/ab) = a(x) = a. Since R is a domain,
b-a(x/ab) = 1. Hence b € R*. Thus R is a field. So (2Z3) yields R = K.

EXERCISE (I2R). — Let R be aring, M a module. Prove (1) if M is flat, then for
x € R and m € M with xm = 0, necessarily m € Ann(z)M, and (2) the converse
holds if R is a Principal Ideal Ring (PIR); that is, every ideal a is principal.



10. Cayley—Hamilton Theorem

The Cayley-Hamilton Theorem says that a matrix satisfies its own characteristic
polynomial. We prove it via a useful equivalent form, known as the “Determinant
Trick.” Using the Trick, we obtain various results, including the uniqueness of the
rank of a finitely generated free module. We also obtain Nakayama’s Lemma, and
use it to study finitely generated modules further. Then we turn to the important
notions of integral dependence and module finiteness for an algebra. Using the
Trick, we relate these notions to each other, and study their properties. We end
with a discussion of integral extensions and normal rings.

(10.1) (Cayley-Hamilton Theorem). — Let R be a ring, and M := (a;;) an n X n
matrix with a;; € R. Let I, be the n x n identity matrix, and 7" a variable. The
characteristic polynomial of M is the following polynomial:

pm(T) :=T" +a T ' + -+ + a, := det(TL, — M).

Let a be an ideal. If a;; € a for all 7, j, then clearly a; € a” for all k.
The Cayley—Hamilton Theorem asserts that, in the ring of matrices,

It is a special case of (OIA) below; indeed, take M : R™, take mq,...,m, to be
the standard basis, and take ¢ to be the endomorphism defined by M.
Conversely, given the setup of (II2A), form the surjection a: R™® — M taking
the ith standard basis element e; to m;, and form the map ®: R™ — R™ associated
to the matrix M. Then pa = a®. Hence, given any polynomial p(T"), we have
p(p)a = ap(®). Hence, if p(®) = 0, then p(¢) = 0 as « is surjective. Thus the
Cayley—Hamilton Theorem and the Determinant Trick (O2A) are equivalent.

THEOREM (10.2) (Determinant Trick). — Let M be an R-module generated by
my,...,My, and ¢: M — M an endomorphism. Say o(m;) =: Z?zl ai;m; with
ai; € R, and form the matrizc M := (a;;). Then pm(v) =0 in End(M).

PROOF: Let §;; be the Kronecker delta function, p,,; the multiplication map.
Let A stand for the matrix (d;;¢ — jta,;) With entries in the commutative subring
R[] of End(M), and X for the column vector (m;). Clearly AX = 0. Multiply
on the left by the matrix of cofactors I' of A: the (i, j)th entry of T' is (—1)*7
times the determinant of the matrix obtained by deleting the jth row and the ith
column of A. Then TAX = 0. But TA = det(A)I,. So det(A)m; = 0 for all j.
Hence det(A) = 0. But det(A) = pm(p). Thus pym(e) = 0. O

PROPOSITION (10.3). — Let M be a finitely generated module, a an ideal. Then
M = aM if and only if there exists a € a such that (1 +a)M = 0.

PrOOF: Assume M = aM. Say mq, ..., m, generate M, and m; = Z;‘L=1 ai;m;
with a;; € a. Set M := (a;5). Say pm(T) = T" + a;T" '+ -+ a,. Set
a:=a;+---+a, €a Then (1+ a)M =0 by (III2A) with ¢ := 1.

Conversely, if there exists a € a such that (1 + a)M = 0, then m = —am for all
meM. SoM CaM C M. Thus M = aM. (Il
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COROLLARY (10.4). — Let R be a ring, M a finitely generated module, and ¢ an
endomorphism of M. If ¢ is surjective, then ¢ is an isomorphism.

PROOF: Let P := R[X] be the polynomial ring in one variable. By the UMP of
P, there is an R-algebra homomorphism p: P — End(M) with u(X) = ¢. So M is
a P-module such that p(X)M = p(p)M for any p(X) € P by (BEA). Set a := (X).
Since ¢ is surjective, M = aM. By (II3), there is a € a with (14 a)M = 0. Say
a = Xq(X) for some polynomial ¢(X). Then 1y + ¢q(p) = 0. Set v = —q(y).

Then ¢y =1 and ¥ = 1. Thus ¢ is an isomorphism. (]
COROLLARY (10.5). — Let R be a nonzero ring, m and n positive integers.
(1) Then any n generators vi,...,v, of the free module R™ form a free basis.

(2) If R™ ~ R", then m = n.

PrOOF: Form the surjection ¢: R™ — R™ taking the ith standard basis element
to v;. Then ¢ is an isomorphism by (IOA). So the v; form a free basis by (E211)(3).
To prove (2), say m < n. Then R™ has m generators. Add to them n — m zeros.
The result is a free basis by (1); so it can contain no zeros. Thus n —m =0. O

EXERCISE (IIIA). — Let R be a nonzero ring, a: R™ — R™ a map of free modules.
Assume « is surjective. Show that m > n.

EXERCISE (). — Let R be a ring, a an ideal. Assume a is finitely generated
and idempotent (or a = a?). Prove there is a unique idempotent e with (e) = a.

EXERCISE (IR). — Let R be a ring, a an ideal. Prove the following conditions
are equivalent:

(1) R/a is projective over R.

(2) R/ais flat over R, and a is finitely generated.

(3) ais finitely generated and idempotent.

(4) a is generated by an idempotent.

(5) ais a direct summand of R.

EXERCISE (™). — Prove the following conditions on a ring R are equivalent:
(1) R is absolutely flat; that is, every module is flat.
(2) Every finitely generated ideal is a direct summand of R.
(3) Every finitely generated ideal is idempotent.
(4) Every principal ideal is idempotent.

EXERCISE (IITO). — Let R be a ring.

(1) Assume R is Boolean. Prove R is absolutely flat.

(2) Assume R is absolutely flat. Prove any quotient ring R’ is absolutely flat.
(3) Assume R is absolutely flat. Prove every nonunit z is a zerodivisor.

(4) Assume R is absolutely flat and local. Prove R is a field.

LEMMA (10.11) (Nakayama). — Let R be a ring, m C rad(R) an ideal, M a
finitely generated module. Assume M = mM. Then M = 0.

ProoF: By (II3), there is a € m with (1 +a)M = 0. By (832), 1+ a is a unit.
Thus M = (1+a)"*(14+a)M = 0.

Alternatively, suppose M # 0. Say mgq,...,m, generate M with n minimal.
Then n > 1 and m; = aymy + - -+ + apm, with a; € m. By (B32), we may set
x; := (1 —ay)"ta;. Then my = xoms + - - - + £, My, contradicting minimality of n.
Thus n =0 and so M = 0. ([l
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EXAMPLE (10.12). — Nakayama’s Lemma (1) may fail if the module is not
finitely generated. For example, let A be a local domain, m the maximal ideal, and
K the fraction field. Assume A is not a field, so that there’s a nonzero x € m. Then
any z € K can be written in the form z = z(z/z). Thus K = mK, but K # 0.

PROPOSITION (10.13). — Let R be a ring, m C rad(R) an ideal, N C M modules.
(1) If M/N is finitely generated and if N + mM = M, then N = M.
(2) Assume M is finitely generated. Then elements my,...,m, generate M if
and only if their images mf,...,m! generate M’ := M/mM.

PrOOF: In (1), the second hypothesis holds if and only if m(M/N) = M/N.
Hence (1) holds by (M) applied with M/N for M.

In (2), let N be the submodule generated by mq,...,m,. Since M is finitely
generated, so is M/N. Hence N = M if the m} generate M/mM by (1). The
converse is obvious. ]

EXERCISE (IIA). — Let R be a ring, a an ideal, and o: M — N a map of
modules. Assume that a C rad(R), that N is finitely generated, and that the
induced map @: M/aM — N/aN is surjective. Show that « is surjective.

EXERCISE (IITH). — Let R be a ring, m C rad(R) an ideal. Let o, 8: M = N
be two maps of finitely generated modules. Assume that « is an isomorphism and
that B(M) C mN. Set v := o+ 8. Show that v is an isomorphism.

EXERCISE (OLTH). — Let A be a local ring, m the maximal ideal, M a finitely
generated A-module, and my,...,m, € M. Set k := A/m and M’ := M/mM, and
write m/} for the image of m; in M’. Prove that m},...,m), € M’ form a basis
of the k-vector space M’ if and only if mq,...,m, form a minimal generating
set of M (that is, no proper subset generates M), and prove that every minimal
generating set of M has the same number of elements.

EXERCISE (IITA). — Let A be a local ring, & its residue field, M and N finitely
generated modules. (1) Show that M = 0 if and only if M ®4 k = 0. (2) Show
that M ® 4 N #0if M # 0 and N # 0.

(10.18) (Local Homomorphisms). — Let ¢: A — B be a map of local rings, m
and n their maximal ideals. Then the following three conditions are equivalent:

(1) o 'n=m; (2) 1¢mB; (3) mBCn. (10.18.1)

Indeed, if (1) holds, then mB = (p~'n)B C n; so (2) holds. If (2) holds, then mB
lies is some maximal ideal, but n is the only one; thus (3) holds. If (3) holds, then
m C ¢ (mB) C ¢ 'n; whence, (1) holds as m is maximal.

If the above conditions hold, then we say ¢: A — B is a local homomorphism.

EXERCISE (IIIT™). — Let A — B be a local homomorphism, M a finitely gener-
ated B-module. Prove that M is faithfully flat over A if and only if M is flat over
A and nonzero. Conclude that, if B is flat over A, then B is faithfully flat over A.
PROPOSITION (10.20). — Consider these conditions on an R-module P:

(1) P is free and of finite rank;
(2) P is projective and finitely generated;
(3) P is flat and finitely presented.

Then (1) implies (2), and (2) implies (3); all three are equivalent if R is local.
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PROOF: A free module is always projective by (B222), and a projective module is
always flat by (B20). Further, each of the three conditions requires P to be finitely
generated; so assume it is. Thus (1) implies (2).

Let p1,...,pn € P generate, and let 0 - L — R™ — P — 0 be the short exact
sequence defined by sending the ith standard basis element to p;. Set F' := R™.

Assume P is projective. Then the sequence splits by (B223). So (BH) yields a
surjection p: F' — L. Hence L is finitely generated. Thus (2) implies (3).

Assume P is flat and R is local. Denote the residue field of R by k. Then,
by (EI8H)(1), the sequence 0 - L®k - F®k - P® k — 0 is exact. Now,
Fek=(R®k)" =k" by (BEI3) and the unitary law; so dimy F ® k = n. Finally,
rechoose the p; so that n is minimal. Then dimy P ® k = n, because the p; ® 1 form
a basis by (IIIIH). Therefore, dimy L® k =0;s0 L® k = 0.

Assume P is finitely presented. Then L is finitely generated by (5228). Hence
L =0 by (OXT3)(1). So F' = P. Thus (3) implies (1). O

DEFINITION (10.21). — Let R be a ring, R’ an R-algebra. Then R’ is said to be
module finite over R if R’ is a finitely generated R-module.

An element x € R’ is said to be integral over R or integrally dependent on
R if there exist a positive integer n and elements a; € R such that

2" +apz" M+ 4 a, = 0. (10.21.1)

Such an equation is called an equation of integral dependence of degree n.
If every x € R’ is integral over R, then R’ is said to be integral over R.

EXERCISE (I22). — Let G be a finite group of automorphisms of a ring R.
Form the subring R® of invariants. Show that every z € R is integral over R®, in
fact, over the subring R’ generated by the elementary symmetric functions in the
conjugates gx for g € G.

PROPOSITION (10.23). — Let R be a ring, R’ an R-algebra, n a positive integer,
and x € R'. Then the following conditions are equivalent:

(1) x satisfies an equation of integral dependence of degree n;

(2) Rlz] is generated as an R-module by 1,z,... 2" 1;

(3) x lies in a subalgebra R” generated as an R-module by n elements;

(4) there is a faithful R[x]-module M generated over R by n elements.

PROOF: Assume (1) holds. Say p(X) is a monic polynomial of degree n with
p(z) = 0. For any m, let M,, C R[z] be the R-submodule generated by 1,...,z™.
For m > n, clearly 2™ — 2™ "p(z) is in My,_1. But p(x) = 0. So also 2™ € M,,_;.
So by induction, M,, = M,,_1. Hence M,,_; = R[z]. Thus (2) holds.

If (2) holds, then trivially (3) holds with R” := R[z].

If (3) holds, then (4) holds with M := R”, as tM = 0 implies x =z - 1 = 0.

Assume (4) holds. In (I32), take ¢ := p,. We obtain a monic polynomial p of
degree n with p(x)M = 0. Since M is faithful, p(x) = 0. Thus (1) holds. O

EXERCISE (2d). — Let k be a field, P := k[X] the polynomial ring in one
variable, f € P. Set R := k[X?] C P. Using the free basis 1, X of P over R, find
an explicit equation of integral dependence of degree 2 on R for f.

COROLLARY (10.25). — Let R be a ring, P = R[X] the polynomial ring in one
variable, and a an ideal of P. Set R’ := P/a, and let = be the image of X in R’.
Let n be a positive integer. Then the following conditions are equivalent:
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(1) a = (p) where p is a monic polynomial of degree n;
(2) 1,z,...,2"" form a free basis of R’ over R;
(3) R’ is a free R-module of rank n.

PRrROOF: Assume (1) holds. Then p(x) = 0 is an equation of integral dependence
of degree n. So 1,z,...,2" ! generate R’ by (1)=(2) of (IIZ3). Suppose

biz" 4 4 b, =0

with the b; € R. Set ¢(X) := 0 X" '+ ... +b,. Then ¢(z) = 0. So ¢ € a. Hence
q = fp for some f € P. But p is monic of degree n. Hence ¢ = 0. Thus (2) holds.
Trivially, (2) implies (3).
Finally, assume (3) holds. Then (3)=(1) of (III=23) yields a monic polynomial
p € a of degree n. Form the induced homomorphism ¢: P/{p) — R’. It is obviously
surjective. Since (1) implies (3), the quotient P/(p) is free of rank n. So 1 is an
isomorphism by (IOId). Hence (p) = a. Thus (1) holds. O

LEMMA (10.26). — Let R be a ring, R’ a module-finite R-algebra, and M a finitely
generated R'-module. Then M is a finitely generated R-module.

PROOF: Say elements x; generate R’ as a module over R, and say elements m;
generate M over R’. Then clearly the products x;m; generate M over R. (I

THEOREM (10.27) (Tower Law for Integrality). — Let R be a ring, R an algebra,
and R" an R'-algebra. If x € R" is integral over R' and if R’ is integral over R,
then x is integral over R.

PROOF: Say 2" + a12" ' 4+ ---+a, = 0 with a; € R". For m = 1,...,n, set
R, := Rlay,...,a,] C R". Then R,, is module finite over R,,—1 by (1)=(2) of
(IX=23). So R,, is module finite over R by (I=28) and induction on m.

Moreover, x is integral over R,. So R,[z]| is module finite over R, by (1)=(2)
of (II23A). Hence R,[z] is module finite over R by (II2H). So x is integral over
R by (3)=-(1) of (IIZ3A), as desired. O

THEOREM (10.28). — Let R be a ring, R’ an R-algebra. Then the following
conditions are equivalent:

(1) R’ is finitely generated as an R-algebra and is integral over R;
(2) R’ = R[x1,...,2,] with all x; integral over R;
(3) R’ is module finite over R.

PRrROOF: Trivially, (1) implies (2).

Assume (2) holds. To prove (3), set R” := R[z1] C R’. Then R” is module finite
over R by (1)=(2) of (II23). We may assume R’ is module finite over R” by
induction on n. So (IIZH) yields (3).

If (3) holds, then R’ is integral over R by (3)=(1) of (I23); so (1) holds. O

EXERCISE (29). — Let Ry,..., R, be R-algebras, integral over R. Show that
their product [] R; is a integral over R.

DEFINITION (10.30). — Let R be a ring, R’ an algebra. The integral closure or
normalization of R in R’ is the subset R of elements that are integral over R. If
R C R and R = R, then R is said to be integrally closed in R'.

If R is a domain, then its integral closure R in its fraction field Frac(R) is called

simply its normalization, and R is said to be normal if R = R.



Cayley—Hamilton Theorem (10.35) 65

EXERCISE (II3M). — For 1 < i < r, let R; be a ring, R, an extension of R;, and
x; € R,. Set R =[] Ry, set R :=[[ R,, and set x := (z1,...,,). Prove

(1) z is integral over R if and only if x; is integral over R; for each i;

(2) R is integrally closed in R’ if and only if each R; is integrally closed in R;.

THEOREM (10.32). — Let R be a ring, R’ an R-algebra, R the integral closure of
R in R'. Then R is an R-algebra, and is integrally closed in R’.

PROOF: Take a € R and z,y € R. Then the ring R[z,y| is integral over R by
(2)=(1) of (IZW). So azx and z + y and xy are integral over R. Thus R is an
R-algebra. Finally, R is integrally closed in R’ owing to (I0I=2A). |

THEOREM (10.33) (Gauss). — A UFD is normal.

PrOOF: Let R be the UFD. Given = € Frac(R), say x = r/s with r,s € R
relatively prime. Suppose x satisfies (O21-W). Then

= —(ar" T o a,s" s,
So any prime element dividing s also divides r. Hence s is a unit. Thus z € R. O

EXAMPLE (10.34). — (1) A polynomial ring in n variables over a field is a UFD,
so normal by (IMIX3).

(2) The ring R := Z[/5] is not a UFD, since

1+V5)(1—-V5)=—-4=-2.2

and 1 + \/5, and 1 — /5 and 2 are irreducible, but not associates. However, set
7 := (1 4+ /5)/2, the “golden ratio.” The ring Z[r] is known to be a PID; see
[, p.292]. Hence, Z[7] is a UFD, so normal by (II33); hence, Z[r] contains the
normalization R of R. On the other hand, 72 — 7 — 1 = 0; hence, Z[r] C R. Thus
Z[r] = R.

(3) Let d € Z be square-free. In the field K := Q(v/d), form R := Z + Z3 where

5. dHVd)/2, ifd=1 (mod 4);
- \/&, if not.

Then R is the normalization Z of Z in K; see [, pp.412-3].

(4) Let k be a field, k[t] the polynomial ring in one variable. Set R := k[t?,t3].
Then Frac(R) = k(t). Further, ¢ is integral over R as t satisfies X2 —¢*> = 0; hence,
k[t] C R. However, k[t] is normal by (1); hence, k[t] D R. Thus k[t] = R.

Let k[X,Y] be the polynomial ring in two variables, and ¢: k[X,Y] — R the
k-algebra homomorphism defined by ¢(X) = t? and ¢(Y) := t3. Clearly ¢ is
surjective. Set p := Kerp. Since R is a domain, but not a field, p is prime by
(23), but not maximal by (ZX@). Clearly p D (Y2 — X3). Since Y2 — X3 is
irreducible, (ZZZ8) implies that p = (Y2 — X3). So k[X,Y]/(Y? — X3) == R,
which provides us with another description of R.

EXERCISE (II3H). — Let £ be a field, X and Y variables. Set
R:=k[X,Y]/(Y? - X? - X?),

and let =,y € R be the residues of X,Y. Prove that R is a domain, but not a field.
Set t := y/x € Frac(R). Prove that k[t] is the integral closure of R in Frac(R).



11. Localization of Rings

Localization generalizes construction of the fraction field of a domain. We localize
an arbitrary ring using as denominators the elements of any given multiplicative
subset. The result is universal among algebras rendering all these elements units.
When the multiplicative subset is the complement of a prime ideal, we obtain a
local ring. We relate the ideals in the original ring to those in the localized ring.
We finish by localizing algebras and then varying the set of denominators.

(11.1) (Localization). — Let R be a ring, and S a multiplicative subset. Define a
relation on R x S by (x,s) ~ (y,t) if there is u € S such that ztu = ysu.

This relation is an equivalence relation. Indeed, it is reflexive as 1 € S and is
trivially symmetric. As to transitivity, let (y,t) ~ (z,r). Say yrv = ztv with v € S.
Then aturv = ysurv = ztvsu. Thus (z,s) ~ (z,7).

Denote by S™!R the set of equivalence classes, and by /s the class of (x,s).

Define x/s - y/t := zy/st. This product is well defined. Indeed, say y/t = z/r.
Then there is v € S such that yrv = ztv. So xsyrv = xsztv. Thus zy/st = xz/sr.

Define x/s + y/t := (tz + sy)/(st). Then, similarly, this sum is well defined.

It is easy to check that S™1R is a ring, with 0/1 for 0 and 1/1 for 1. It is called
the ring of fractions with respect to S or the localization at S.

Let ¢5: R — S™1R be the map given by pg(z) := x/1. Then g is a ring map,
and it carries elements of S to units in ST'R as s/1-1/s = 1.

EXERCISE (IT2). — Let R be a ring, S a multiplicative subset. Prove S™'1R =0
if and only if S contains a nilpotent element.

(11.3) (Total quotient ring). — Let R be a ring, and Sy the set of nonzerodivi-
sors. Then Sy is a saturated multiplicative subset, as noted in (BXTH). The map
Ysg,: R — SJIR is injective, because if ¢ g,x = 0, then sz = 0 for some s € S, and
so z = 0. We call So_lR the total quotient ring of R, and view R as a subring.

Let S C Sy be a multiplicative subset. Clearly, R C S'R C Sy 'R.

Suppose R is a domain. Then Sy = R — {0}; so the total quotient ring is just
the fraction field Frac(R), and ¢g, is just the natural inclusion of R into Frac(R).
Further, S™'R is a domain by (233) as S™'R C Sy 'R = Frac(R).

EXERCISE (ITA). — Find all intermediate rings Z C R C Q, and describe each R
as a localization of Z. As a starter, prove Z[2/3] = S71Z where S = {3% | i > 0}.

THEOREM (11.5) (UMP). — Let R be a ring, S a multiplicative subset. Then
STIR is the R-algebra universal among algebras rendering all the s € S units. In
fact, given a ring map ¥: R — R’, then (S) C R™™ if and only if there is a ring
map p: STYR — R’ with pps = ; that is, this diagram commutes:

R ¥ps S_lR
P
Nl
R/
Further, there is at most one p. Moreover, R’ may be noncommutative.

66
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PROOF: First, suppose that p exists. Let s € S. Then t(s) = p(s/1). Hence
P(s)p(1/s) = p(s/1-1/s) = 1. Thus ¥(S) C R'*.

Next, note that p is determined by ¥ as follows:

p(x/s) = p(x/1)p(1/s) = P(x)i(s) .

Conversely, suppose ¥(S) C R'*. Set p(z/s) := ¥(s) "¢ (z). Let’s check that p

is well defined. Say x/s = y/t. Then there is u € S such that ztu = ysu. Hence
V(@) ()Y (u) = P(y)Y(s)Y(w).

Since ¥(u) is a unit, () (t) = Y(y)¥(s). Now, st = ts, so

)
) () = p(s) e
Hence ¥(x)(s)™! = 1 (y)w(t)~L. Thus p is well defined. Clearly, p is a ring map.
Clearly, ¥ = pys. O

COROLLARY (11.6). — Let R be a ring, and S a multiplicative subset. Then the
canonical map pg: R — STIR is an isomorphism if and only if S consists of units.

PROOF: If @g is an isomorphism, then S consists of units, because pg(S) does
so. Conversely, if S consists of units, then the identity map R — R has the UMP
that characterizes ¢g; whence, ¢g is an isomorphism. O

EXERCISE (ITA). — Let R’ and R” be rings. Consider R := R’ x R” and set
S:={(1,1), (1,0) }. Prove R = S7'R.
EXERCISE (ITR). — Take R and S as in (=Z@). On R x S, impose this relation:
(x,8) ~ (y,t) if axt=ys.

Show that it is not an equivalence relation.
EXERCISE (™). — Let R be a ring, S C T a multiplicative subsets, S and T
their saturations; see (B=I@). Set U := (S™!R)*. Show the following:

(1) U={z/s|zeSandse S} (2) ¢5'U =5.

3) SS'R=T"'Rifandonlyif S=7. (4) S 'R=S"'R.

EXERCISE (ITI™). — Let R be aring, S C T C U and W multiplicative subsets.
(1) Show there’s a unique R-algebra map ¢5: SR — T71R and oL ¢f = ¢7).
(2) Given a map ¢: S~!R — W~IR, show S C S C W and ¢ = cpSW.

(3) Let A be a set, Sy C S a multiplicative subset for all A € A. Assume

USx = S. Assume given A, u € A, there is v such that Sy, S, C S,. Order A by

inclusion: A < p if Sy C S,,. Using (1), show @S;lR =S~ 'R.

EXERCISE (ITI). — Let R be a ring, Sy the set of nonzerodivisors.
(1) Show S is the largest multiplicative subset S with ¢g: R — S™!R injective.
(2) Show every element /s of Sy 'R is either a zerodivisor or a unit.
(3) Suppose every element of R is either a zerodivisor or a unit. Show R = Sj 'R.

DEFINITION (11.12). — Let R be aring, f € R. Set S := {f" | n > 0}. We call
the ring S™'R the localization of R at f, and set Ry := S™'R and ¢ := ¢g.

PROPOSITION (11.13). — Let R be a ring, f € R, and X a variable. Then
Ry = R[X]/(1 - fX).
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PROOF: Set R’ := R[X]/(1 — fX), and let ¢: R — R’ be the canonical map.
Let’s show that R’ has the UMP characterizing localization (IT-H).

First, let x € R’ be the residue of X. Then 1 — xp(f) = 0. So ¢(f) is a unit. So
©(f™) is a unit for n > 0.

Second, let ¥: R — R” be a homomorphism carrying f to a unit. Define
0: R[X] — R" by |R =+ and X = o (f)~!. Then #(1 — fX) = 0. So @ factors
via a homomorphism p: R’ — R’ and ¢ = pp. Further, p is unique, since every
element of R’ is a polynomial in  and since pz = ¥(f) ! as 1 — (pz)(ppf) =0. O

PROPOSITION (11.14). — Let R be a ring, S a multiplicative subset, a an ideal.
(1) Then aS™'R={a/s € ST'R|a € a and s € S}.
(2) Then anS # 0 if and only if aS™'R = S™'R if and only if 5" (aS™'R) = R.

PROOF: Let a,b € a and z/s, y/t € ST'R. Then ax/s + by/t = (axt + bys)/st;
further, azt 4+ bys € a and st € S. So aS™'!R C {a/s | a € a and s € S}. But the
opposite inclusion is trivial. Thus (1) holds.

As to (2),if anS > s, then aS™'R > s/s = 1, so aS™'R = S™'R; whence,
¢5'(aST'R) = R. Finally, suppose ¢g'(aS™'R) = R. Then aS™'R > 1. So (1)
yields a € a and s € S such that a/s = 1. So there exists a t € S such that at = st.
But at € a and st € S. So anN S # (. Thus (2) holds. O

DEFINITION (11.15). — Let R be a ring, S a multiplicative subset, a a subset of
R. The saturation of a with respect to S is the set denoted by a® and defined by

a® :={a € R|there is s € S with as € a}.

If a = a®, then we say a is saturated.

PROPOSITION (11.16). — Let R be a ring, S a multiplicative subset, a an ideal.
(1) Then Ker(ps) = (0)°. (2) Then a C a®. (3) Then a® is an ideal.

PRrROOF: Clearly, (1) holds, for a/1 = 0 if and only if there is s € S with as = 0.
Clearly, (2) holds as 1 € S. Clearly, (3) holds, for if as, bt € a, then (a + b)st € a,
and if x € R, then zas € a. O

EXERCISE (IT-X4A). — Let R be a ring, S a multiplicative subset, a and b ideals.
Show (1) if a C b, then a® C b%; (2) (a¥)® =a% and (3) (a®b%)% = (ab)”.

EXERCISE (ITIR). — Let R be a ring, S a multiplicative subset. Prove that
nil(R)(S™'R) = nil(S'R).

PROPOSITION (11.19). — Let R be a ring, S a multiplicative subset.
(1) Let b be an ideal of ST'R. Then

(a) pg'b = (wglb)s and  (b) b= (p5'b)(ST'R).

(2) Let a be an ideal of R. Then pg'(aS7'R) = a®.
(3) Let p be a prime ideal of R, and assume pNS = 1. Then

(a) p=p° and (b) pST'R is prime.
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PRrOOF: To prove (1)(a), take a € R and s € S with as € ¢5'b. Then as/1 € b;
so a/1 € b because 1/s € ST'R. Hence a € ¢g'b. Therefore, (¢5'b)% C pg'b.
The opposite inclusion holds as 1 € S. Thus (1)(a) holds.

To prove (1)(b), take a/s € b. Then a/1 € b. So a € 5'b. Hence a/1-1/s is in
(pg'b)(ST'R). Thus b C (¢5'b)(S™'R). Now, take a € ¢g'b. Then a/1 € b. So
b D (¢g'b)(STIR). Thus (1)(b) holds too.

To prove (2), take a € a®. Then there is s € S with as € a. But a/1 = as/1-1/s.
So a/1 € aS™'R. Thus ¢g'(aS™'R) D a%. Now, take z € pg'(aS™'R). Then
x/1 = a/s with a € a and s € S by (ITIA)(1). Hence there is t € S such that
zst =at € a. So x € a®. Thus ¢g'(aS™'R) C a®. Thus (2) holds.

To prove (3), note p C p° as 1 € S. Conversely, if sa € p with s € S C R — p,
then a € p as p is prime. Thus (a) holds.

As for (b), first note pST'R # ST'R as g5 (pSTIR) = p® = p by (2) and (3)(a)
and as 1 ¢ p. Second, say a/s- b/t € pST'R. Then ab € 5’ (pS™'R), and the
latter is equal to p° by (2), so to p by (a). Hence ab € p, so either a € p or b € p.
So either a/s € pS™'Ror b/t € pST'R. Thus pS~!R is prime. Thus (3) holds. [

COROLLARY (11.20). — Let R be a ring, S a multiplicative subset.
(1) Then a — aS™LR is an inclusion-preserving bijection from the set of all ideals
a of R with a = a’ to the set of all ideals b of ST'R. The inverse is b wglb.
(2) Then p — pS~IR is an inclusion-preserving bijection from the set of all
primes of R with p NS = () to the set of all primes q of ST'R. The inverse is
4 ¢5'q.

PRrROOF: In (1), the maps are inverses by (IIH)(1), (2); clearly, they preserve
inclusions. Further, (1) implies (2) by (ITI9)(3), by (Z3), and by (ITI4A)(2). O

DEFINITION (11.21). — Let R be a ring, p a prime ideal. Set S := R—p. We call
the ring S™!'R the localization of R at p, and set R, := S™'R and ¢, := ¢g.

PROPOSITION (11.22). — Let R be a ring, p a prime ideal. Then Ry, is local with
mazimal ideal pR,,.

PROOF: Let b be a proper ideal of R,. Then gap_lb C p owing to (CIIA)(2).
Hence (II20)(1) yields b C pR,. Thus pR, is a maximal ideal, and the only one.

Alternatively, let /s € R,. Suppose z/s is a unit. Then there is a y/t with
ay/st = 1. So there is a u ¢ p with xyu = stu. But stu ¢ p. Hence x ¢ p.

Conversely, let « ¢ p. Then s/x € R,. So x/s is a unit in R, if and only if = ¢ p,
so if and only if /s ¢ pR,. Thus by (IIT-IA)(1), the nonunits of R, form pR,
which is an ideal. Hence (B=H) yields the assertion. O

(11.23) (Algebras). — Let R be aring, S a multiplicative subset, R’ an R-algebra.
It is easy to generalize (M) as follows. Define a relation on R’ x S by (z,s) ~ (y,t)
if there is u € S with xtu = ysu. It is easy to check, as in (W), that this relation
is an equivalence relation.

Denote by S™!R’ the set of equivalence classes, and by z/s the class of (z,s).
Clearly, ST'R’ is an S~! R-algebra with addition and multiplication given by

x/s+y/t:= (zt+ys)/(st) and z/s-y/t .= zy/st.

We call S~'R’ the localization of R’ with respect to S.
Let ¢'s: R — S7'R’ be the map given by ¢/s(x) := /1. Then ¢’y makes S~1R/
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into an R'-algebra, so also into an R-algebra, and ¢ is an R-algebra map.

Note that elements of S become units in S~'R’. Moreover, it is easy to check, as
in (IH), that S~'R’ has the following UMP: ¢ is an algebra map, and elements
of S become units in ST R'; further, given an algebra map ¢: R' — R" such that
elements of S become units in R, there is a unique R-algebra map p: SR’ — R
such that pp's = 1; that is, the following diagram is commutative:

R/ ¥s N S—IR/

Nl

In other words, S™'R’ is universal among R’'-algebras rendering the s € S units.
Let 7: R" — R” be an R-algebra map. Then there is a commutative diagram of
R-algebra maps

T

RI R//
Al
Sfl
SflR/ T S—lR//
Further, S~17 is an S~!R-algebra map.
Let T C R’ be the image of S C R. Then T is multiplicative. Further,

SR =T7'R, (11.23.1)

even though R/ xS and R’ xT are rarely equal, because the two UMPs are essentially
the same; indeed, any ring map R’ — R’ may be viewed as an R-algebra map, and
trivially the elements of S become units in R” if and only if the elements of T do.

EXERCISE (II=24). — Let R'/R be a integral extension of rings, S a multiplicative
subset of R. Show that S~1R’ is integral over S~ R.

EXERCISE (IT24). — Let R be a domain, K its fraction field, L a finite extension
field, and R the integral closure of R in L. Show L = Frac(R). Show every element
of L can, in fact, be expressed as a fraction b/a with b € R and a € R.

EXERCISE (I2H). — Let R C R’ be domains, K and L their fraction fields.
Assume that R’ is a finitely generated R-algebra, and that L is a finite dimensional
K-vector space. Find an f € R such that R} is module finite over Ry.

PROPOSITION (11.27). — Let R be a ring, S a multiplicative subset. Let T' be a
multiplicative subset of S™'R, and set T := pg*(T"). Assume S C T. Then

(T")"Y(S™'R)=T'R.

PRrROOF: Let’s check (T7)~1(S7'R) has the UMP characterizing T-'R. Clearly
orrps carries T into ((T") "' (S7'R)) ", Next, let ¢): R — R’ be a map carrying T
into R’*. We must show 1 factors uniquely through (T")~(S~!R).

First, ¢ carries S into R’* since S C T. So 1 factors through a unique map
p: ST'R — R'. Now, given r € T, write r = x/s. Then x/1 = s/1-r € T’ since
S CT. Sox € T. Hence p(r) = ¢(x) - p(1/s) € (R')*. So p factors through a
unique map p': (T")"1(S71R) — R’. Hence ¢ = p'o1/¢s, and p is clearly unique,
as required. O
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COROLLARY (11.28). — Let R be a ring, p C q prime ideals. Then R, is the
localization of Rq at the prime ideal pR,.

PROOF: Set S := R—qand T’ := Ry —pRy. Set T := 5" (T"). Then T = R—p
by (=20)(2). So S C T, and (IIZA) yields the assertion. O

EXERCISE (ITZ9). — Let R be a ring, S and T multiplicative subsets.
(1) Set T" := ¢g(T') and assume S C T. Prove

T'R=T"YS™'R) =TS 'R).
(2) Set U:={ste R|se€ S andteT} Prove
T 1S 'R)=S YT 'R)=U"'R.
PROPOSITION (11.30). — Let R be a ring, S a multiplicative subset, X a variable.
Then (ST'R)[X] = S~ (R[X]).

PROOF: In spirit, the proof is like that of (IZ4): the two rings are equal, as each
is universal among R-algebras with a distinguished element and where the s € S
become units. O

COROLLARY (11.31). — Let R be a ring, S a multiplicative subset, X a variable, p
an ideal of R[X]. Set R' := S7'R, and let p: R[X]| — R'[X] be the canonical map.
Then p is prime and p NS =0 if and only if pR'[X] is prime and pp~' (pR'[X]).

PROOF: The assertion results directly from (I30) and (CI20)(2). O

EXERCISE (I=32) (Localization and normalization commute). — Given a domain
R and a multiplicative subset S with 0 ¢ S. Show that the localization of the
normalization S™!'R is equal to the normalization of the localization S—1R.




12. Localization of Modules

Formally, we localize a module just as we do a ring. The result is a module
over the localized ring, and comes equipped with a linear map from the original
module; in fact, the result is universal among modules with those two properties.
Consequently, Localization is a functor; in fact, it is the left adjoint of Restriction
of Scalars from the localized ring to the base ring. So Localization preserves direct
limits, or equivalently, direct sums and cokernels. Further, by uniqueness of left
adjoints or by Watts’s Theorem, Localization is naturally isomorphic to Tensor
Product with the localized ring. Moreover, Localization is exact; so the localized
ring is flat. We end the section by discussing various compatibilities and examples.

PROPOSITION (12.1). — Let R be a ring, S a multiplicative subset. Then a module
M has a compatible S~ R-module structure if and only if, for all s € S, the multi-
plication map ps: M — M is bijective; if so, then the S~ R-structure is unique.

PROOF: Assume M has a compatible S~!R-structure, and take s € S. Then
Hs = fhs/1- SO s f1/s = fi(s/1)(1/s) = L. Similarly, p1/s - ps = 1. So s is bijective.
Conversely, assume pug is bijective for all s € S. Then pr: R — Endz(M)
sends S into the units of Endz(M). Hence ug factors through a unique ring map
ps-1p: ST'R — Endz(M) by (ITH). Thus M has a unique compatible S~ R-
structure by (E3). O

(12.2) (Localization of modules). — Let R be a ring, S a multiplicative subset, M
a module. Define a relation on M x S by (m, s) ~ (n,t) if there is u € S such that
utm = usn. As in (), this relation is an equivalence relation.

Denote by S™'M the set of equivalence classes, and by m/s the class of (m, s).
Then S™!M is an S~!R-module with addition given by m/s+n/t := (tm+ sn)/st
and scalar multiplication by a/s - m/t := am/st similar to (IT). We call S~ M
the localization of M at S.

For example, let a be an ideal. Then S~'a = aS™'R by (IT=Id)(1). Similarly,
S~ (aM) = S~taS M = aS~'M. Further, given an R-algebra R’, the S™!'R-
module ST!R’ constructed here underlies the S—!R-algebra S™' R’ of (II=23).

Define pg: M — S~IM by ¢s(m) :=m/1. Clearly, pg is R-linear.

Note that ps: S™'M — S='M is bijective for all s € S by (CZ).

If S ={f"|n >0} for some f € R, then we call S~'M the localization of M
at f, and set My :=S™'M and ¢y := gs.

Similarly, if S = R—p for some prime ideal p, then we call S~1M the localization
of M at p, and set My, := S™'M and ¢, := pg.

THEOREM (12.3) (UMP). — Let R be a ring, S a multiplicative subset, and M a
module. Then S™'M is universal among S™'R-modules equipped with an R-linear
map from M.

PRrOOF: The proof is like that of (IT=H): given an R-linear map ¢: M — N
where N is an S~!'R-module, it is easy to prove that 1 factors uniquely via the
S~ R-linear map p: S™'M — N well defined by p(m/s) :=1/s -1 (m). O

EXERCISE (CZA). — Let R be aring, S a multiplicative subset, and M a module.
Show that M = S~'M if and only if M is an S~! R-module.

72
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EXERCISE (IZH). — Let R be a ring, S C T multiplicative subsets, M a module.
Set T} := ¢5(T) C S~'R. Show T-*M =T~ (S~'M) = T, (S~ M).

EXERCISE (IZH). — Let R be a ring, S a multiplicative subset. Show that S
becomes a filtered category when equipped as follows: given s,t € S, set

Hom(s,t) := {x € R | xs = t}.
Given a module M, define a functor S — ((R-mod)) as follows: for s € S, set

My := M; to each x € Hom(s, t), associate ji,: My — M;. Define 35: My — S~'M
by Bs(m) :=m/s. Show the B, induce an isomorphism lim M, - S=iM.

EXERCISE (I27d). — Let R be a ring, S a multiplicative subset, M a module.
Prove S™1M = 0 if Ann(M)N S # (). Prove the converse if M is finitely generated.

EXERCISE (IZXR). — Let R be a ring, M a finitely generated module, a an ideal.
(1) Set S := 1+ a. Show that S~'a lies in the radical of S™'R.
(2) Use (1), Nakayama’s Lemma (), and (I222), but not the determinant
trick (IOI2), to prove this part of (IA): if M = aM, then sM =0 for an s € S.

(12.9) (Functoriality). — Let R be a ring, S a multiplicative subset, a: M — N
an R-linear map. Then pga carries M to the S~! R-module S~!N. So (IZ3) yields
a unique S™!R-linear map S~!a making the following diagram commutative:

M 25 S7'M
la ls—la
N £ SN
The construction in the proof of (C2Z3) yields
(S7ta)(m/s) = a(m)/s. (12.9.1)
Thus, canonically, we obtain the following map, and clearly, it is R-linear:
Homp(M, N) — Homg 1z(S™ M, ST'N). (12.9.2)

Any R-linear map 3: N — P yields S™!(Ba) = (S713)(S~!a) owing to uniqueness
or to (CZZ). Thus S~1(e) is a linear functor from ((R-mod)) to ((S~!R-mod)).

THEOREM (12.10). — Let R be a ring, S a multiplicative subset. Then the functor
S~1(e) is the left adjoint of the functor of restriction of scalars.

PRrROOF: Let N be an S~!R-module. Then N = S~!N by (CZ4), and the map
(CZ=2) is bijective with inverse taking 3: S™'M — N to Bps: M — N. And
(T2Z¥2) is natural in M and N by (B=3). Thus the assertion holds. O

COROLLARY (12.11). — Let R be a ring, S a multiplicative subset. Then the
functor S~1(e) preserves direct limits, or equivalently, direct sums and cokernels.

PrROOF: By (CXIW), the functor is a left adjoint. Hence it preserves direct limits
by (BI2); equivalently, it preserves direct sums and cokernels by (BI). O

EXERCISE (CZTZ). — Let R be a ring, S a multiplicative subset, P a projective
module. Then S™1P is a projective S~!R-module.

COROLLARY (12.13). — Let R be a ring, S a multiplicative subset. Then the
functors S~1(e) and ST'R ®@pr e are canonically isomorphic.
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PROOF: As S~!(e) preserves direct sums and cokernels by (ICZI), the assertion
is an immediate consequence of Watts Theorem (BIR).

Alternatively, both functors are left adjoints of the same functor by (2ZI0) and
by (BI). So they are canonically isomorphic by (BE). a

EXERCISE (CZIA). — Let R be a ring, S a multiplicative subset, M and N mod-
ules. Show S_l(M(X)RN) = S_1M®RN = S_1M®571RS_1N = S_1M®RS_1N.

EXERCISE (ZXI3). — Let R be a ring, R’ an algebra, S a multiplicative subset,
M a finitely presented module, and r an integer. Show

F.(M®r R')=F,(M)R' and F.(S™'M)=F.(M)S™'R=S"'F.(M).

DEFINITION (12.16). — Let R be a ring, S a multiplicative subset, M a module.
Given a submodule N, its saturation N° is defined by

N%:={m € M | there is s € S with sm € N}.
If N = N°, then we say N is saturated.

PROPOSITION (12.17). — Let R be a ring, M a module, N and P submodules.
Let S be a multiplicative subset, and K an S™'R-submodule of S™'M.
(1) Then (a) N° is a submodule of M, and (b) ST'N is a submodule of S~*M.
(2) Then (a) p5'K = (p5'K)® and (b) K = S~ (p5'K).
(3) Then ¢5'(STIN) = N°; in particular, Ker(pg) = 0°.
(4) Then (a) (N°)° = N9 and (b) S~H(S™IN) = S~IN.
(5) If N C P, then (a) N° C P and (b) ST'N Cc S~'P.
(6) Then (a) (NN P)¥ =NSNP% and (b) STH(NNP)=S"'NnS~'P.
(7) Then (a) (N + P)° > N9+ P9 and (b) ST (N +P)=S"'N + S~'P.

PRrROOF: Assertion (1)(b) holds because N xS is a subset of M x S and is equipped
with the induced equivalence relation. Assertion (5)(b) follows by taking M := P.
Assertion (4)(b) follows from (IC2ZA) with M := S~'M.

Assertions (1)(a), (2), (3) can be proved as in (IOIH)(3) and (CTI)(1), (2).
Assertions (4)(a) and (5)(a) can be proved as in (IT18)(1) and (2).

As to (6)(a), clearly (N N P)® c N°n P9, Conversely, given n € N5 N P%,
there are s,t € S with sn € N and tn € P. Then stn € NN P and st € S. So
n € (N N P)%. Thus (a) holds. Alternatively, (6)(b) and (3) yield (6)(a).

As to (6)(b), since NN P C N, P, using (1) yields ST/ (NNP) C STINNS~LP.
But, given n/s = p/t € STIN N S~LP, there is a u € S with utn = usp € N N P.
Hence utn/uts = usp/uts € S~'(N N P). Thus (b) holds.

As to (7)(a), given n € N9 and p € P¥, there are s,t € S with sn € N and
tp € P. Then st € S and st(n + p) € N + P. Thus (7)(a) holds.

As to (7)(b), note N, P C N+ P. So (1)(b) yields S~} (N+P) > S"IN+S-1P.
But the opposite inclusion holds as (n + p)/s = n/s + p/s. Thus (7)(b) holds. O

EXERCISE (CXTIR). — Let R be a ring, S a multiplicative subset.

(1) Let My 2, M, be a map of modules, which restricts to a map Ny — Ny of
submodules. Show a(N{) C N3'; that is, there is an induced map Ny — N3 .

(2) Let 0 — M; % M, LN M3 be a left exact sequence, which resticts to a left
exact sequence 0 — N7 — Ny — N3 of submodules. Show there is an induced left
exact sequence of saturations: 0 — N — N§ — NJ.



Localization of Modules (12.24) 75

EXERCISE (CZTH). — Let R be aring, M a module, and S a multiplicative subset.
Set T M := (0)°. We call it the S-torsion submodule of M. Prove the following:
(1) TS(M/TSM) = 0. (2) TSM = Ker(gs).
(3) Let a: M — N be a map. Then o(T°M) C T*N.
(4) Let 0 — M’ — M — M" be exact. Thensois 0 — TSM' — TSM — TS M".
(5) Let S; C S be a multiplicative subset. Then T°(S; M) = S; (TS M).

THEOREM (12.20) (Exactness of Localization). — Let R be a ring, and S a mul-
tiplicative subset. Then the functor S™'(e) is exact.

PROOF: As S~1(e) preserves injections by (I2ZI)(1) and cokernels by (ICZI),
it is exact by (E3).

Alternatively, given an exact sequence M’ = M E) M" for each s € S, take a
copy M. — My, — M. Using (CZH), make S into a filtered category, and make
these copies into a functor from S to the category of 3-term exact sequences; its
limit is the following sequence, which is exact by (ZIA), as desired:

S VRN e VN V)

The latter argument can be made more direct as follows. Since Sa = 0, we
have (S718)(S71a) = S71(Ba) = 0. Hence Ker(S713) D Im(S~1a). Conversely,
given m/s € Ker(S™13), there is t € S with ¢t3(m) = 0. So B(tm) = 0. So
exactness yields m’ € M’ with a(m’) = tm. So (S~'a)(m'/ts) = m/s. Hence
Ker(S~!8) c Im(S~ta). Thus Ker(S~—!3) = Im(S~'a), as desired. O

COROLLARY (12.21). — Let R be a ring, S a multiplicative subset. Then S™'R
is flat over R.

PROOF: The functor S~!(e) is exact by (C2Z=2M), and is isomorphic to S"!R@pr e
by (CZX3). Thus S~!R is flat.
Alternatively, using (CZH), write ST R as a filtered direct limit of copies of R.

But R is flat by (822). Thus S™'R is flat by (EI3). O
COROLLARY (12.22). — Let R be a ring, S a multiplicative subset, a an ideal, and
M a module. Then S™'(M/aM)=S"*M /S~ (aM)=S"'M/aS™'M.

PROOF: The assertion results from (I2220) and (I[232). O

COROLLARY (12.23). — Let R be a ring, p a prime. Then Frac(R/p) = Ry /pR,.
PrOOF: We have Frac(R/p) = (R/p), = Ry/pR, by (IT23) and (Z22). O

PROPOSITION (12.24). — Let R be a ring, M a module, S a multiplicative subset.
(1) Let my,...,m, € M. If M is finitely generated and if the m;/1 € S™*M
generate over ST'R, then there’s f € S so that the m;/1 € My generate over Ry.
(2) Assume M is finitely presented and S~ M is a free S~ R-module of rank n.
Then there is h € S such that My, is a free Rp-module of rank n.

PrOOF: To prove (1), define a.: R™ — M by a(e;) := m; with e; the ith standard
basis vector. Set C := Coker(a). Then S~1C = Coker(S~!a) by (I2ZIW). Assume
the m;/1 € S™'M generate over S™'R. Then S~'a is surjective by (EIO)(1) as
S=H(R") = (S71R)" by (2ZImW). Hence S~1C = 0.

In addition, assume M is finitely generated. Then so is C. Hence, (IC2Z) yields
f € S such that Cy = 0. Hence ay is surjective. So the m;/1 generate M over Ry
again by (EI0)(1). Thus (1) holds.
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For (2), let m1i/s1,...,my,/s, be a free basis of S™'M over S™'R. Then so is
m1/1,...,my/1 as the 1/s; are units. Form o and C' as above, and set K := Ker(a).
Then ([2Z20) yields S~'K = Ker(S~!a) and S71C = Coker(S~1a). But S~la is
bijective. Hence S™'K =0 and S~!C = 0.

Since M is finitely generated, C' is too. Hence, as above, there is f € S such
that Cy = 0. Then 0 — Ky — R} 2, M; — 0 is exact by (I2Z20). Take a
finite presentation R — R? — M — 0. By (ICZ2M), it yields a finite presentation
RY — R} — My — 0. Hence Kj is a finitely generated Ry-module by (52H).

Let S; C Ry be the image of S. Then (IZJ) yields S; '(K;) = S™'K. But
S~'K = 0. Hence there is g/1 € Sy such that (Ky),/1 = 0. Set h := fg. Let’s show
K = 0. Let x € K. Then there is a such that (¢°z)/1 = 0 in K. Hence there
is b such that f®¢%c = 0 in K. Take ¢ > a, b. Then hz = 0. Thus K, = 0. But
Cy = 0 implies C}, = 0. Hence ay,: R — M}, is an isomorphism, as desired. O

PROPOSITION (12.25). — Let R be a ring, S a multiplicative subset, M and N
modules. Then there is a canonical homomorphism

o: S~ Hompg(M,N) — Homg-1 (S~ *M,S™'N).

Further, o is injective if M 1is finitely generated, and o is an isomorphism if M is
finitely presented.

PROOF: The assertions result from (E=2Z0) with R’ := S™1R, since S™!R is flat
by (CZZM) and since S"'R® P = S~!P for every R-module P by (CZI3). O

EXAMPLE (12.26). — Set R :=Z and S :=Z — (0) and M := Q/Z. Then M is
faithful since z € S implies z - (1/2z) = 1/2 # 0; thus, ur: R — Homp(M, M) is
injective. But SR = Q. So (IZ=2M) yields S~! Homg (M, M) # 0. On the other
hand, S™'M =0 as s-7/s =0 for any /s € M. So the map o(M, M) of (I2Z=25)
is not injective. Thus (ZZA)(2) can fail if M is not finitely generated.

EXAMPLE (12.27). — Take R:=Z and S :=Z — 0 and M,, := Z/(n) for n > 2.
Then S~'M, = 0 for all n as nm = 0 (mod n) for all m. On the other hand,
(1,1,...)/1 is nonzero in S~*([]M,) as the kth component of m - (1,1,...) is
nonzero in [[ M, for k > m if m is nonzero. Thus S_l(H Mn) #[1(S~1M,,).

Also S7'Z = Q. So (TZIA) yields Q® ([T My) # [1(Q ® M,,), whereas (BI3)
yields Q® (P M,) = B(Q® M,).

EXERCISE (IZZB). — Set R :=Z and S = Z — (0). Set M := €p,,5,Z/(n) and
N := M. Show that the map ¢ of (CZZ2ZA) is not injective.



13. Support

The spectrum of a ring is the following topological space: its points are the
prime ideals, and each closed set consists of those primes containing a given ideal.
The support of a module is the following subset: its points are the primes at
which the localized module is nonzero. We relate the support to the closed set of
the annihilator. We prove that a sequence is exact if and only if it is exact after
localizing at every maximal ideal. We end this section by proving that the following
conditions on a module ar equivalent: it is finitely generated and projective; it is
finitely presented and flat; and it is locally free of finite rank.

(13.1) (Spectrum of a ring). — Let R be a ring. Its set of prime ideals is denoted
Spec(R), and is called the (prime) spectrum of R.

Let a be an ideal. Let V(a) denote the subset of Spec(R) consisting of those
primes that contain a. We call V(a) the variety of a.

Let b be a second ideal. Obviously, if a C b, then V(b) C V(a). Conversely, if
V(b) C V(a), then a C Vb, owing to the Scheinnullstellensatz (B=29). Therefore,
V(a) = V(b) if and only if v/a = v/b. Further, (222) yields

V(a) UV(b) = V(anb) = V(ab).

A prime ideal p contains the ideals ay in an arbitrary collection if and only if p
contains their sum Y ay; hence,

NV(a) =V(X ).
Finally, V(R) = (), and V((0)) = Spec(R). Thus the subsets V(a) of Spec(R) are
the closed sets of a topology; it is called the Zariski topology.
Given an element f € R, we call the open set

D(f) := Spec(R) — V((f))
a principal open set. These sets form a basis for the topology of Spec(R); indeed,

given any prime p 2 a, there is an f € a — p, and so p € D(f) C Spec(R) — V(a).
Further, f,g ¢ p if and ounly if fg ¢ p, for any f, g € R and prime p; in other words,

D(f) N D(g) = D(f9). (13.1.1)
A ring map ¢: R — R’ induces a set map
Spec(p): Spec(R') — Spec(R) by Spec(p)(p’) := ¢ (p'). (13.1.2)

Notice = 1(p’) D a if and only if p’ D aR’; so Spec(p) ™t V(a) = V(aR'). Hence
Spec(yp) is continuous. Thus Spec(e) is a contravariant functor from ((Rings)) to
((Top spaces)).

For example, the quotient map R — R/a induces a topological embedding

Spec(R/a) < Spec(R), (13.1.3)

whose image is V(a), owing to (CH) and (ZZ8). Furthermore, the localization map
R — Ry induces a topological embedding

Spec(Ry) — Spec(R), (13.1.4)
whose image is D(f), owing to (IC20).

7
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EXERCISE (IE32). — Let R be a ring, p € Spec(R). Show that p is a closed
point —that is, {p} is a closed set —if and only if p is a maximal ideal.

EXERCISE (IE33). — Let R be a ring, and set X := Spec(R). Let X7, X2 C X be
closed subsets. Show that the following three conditions are equivalent:

(1) XiUXs=Xand X; N X, =0.

(2) There are complementary idempotents eq, e2 € R with V((e;)) = X;.

(3) There are comaximal ideals ay, ay C R with a;as = 0 and V(a;) = X;.

(4) There are ideals a1, ay C R with a; ® a2 = R and V(a;) = Xj.

Finally, given any e; and «a; satisfying (2) and either (3) or (4), necessarily e; € a;.

EXERCISE (IZA). — Let ¢: R — R’ be a map of rings, a an ideal of R, and b an
ideal of R'. Set ¢* := Spec(p). Prove these two statements:
(1) Every prime of R is a contraction of a prime if and only if ¢* is surjective.
(2) If every prime of R’ is an extension of a prime, then ¢* is injective.
Is the converse of (2) true?

EXERCISE (CXH). — Let R be aring, S a multiplicative subset. Set X := Spec(R)
and Y := Spec(ST!R). Set ¢} := Spec(¢s) and S7'X = Imps C X. Show
(1) that S™'X consists of the primes p of R with p NS = 0 and (2) that ¢% is a
homeomorphism of ¥ onto S~1X.

EXERCISE (C3X8). — Let §: R — R’ be a ring map, S C R a multiplicative subset.
Set X := Spec(R) and Y := Spec(R’) and 6* := Spec(d). Via (IZXH)(2) and
(=23), identify Spec(S~!R) and Spec(S~'R’) with their images S™'X C X and
S7Y Y. Show (1) S7'Y = ¢*~(S7'X) and (2) Spec(S~'0) = 6*[S~'Y.

EXERCISE (I370). — Let #: R — R’ be a ring map, a C R an ideal. Set b := aR/'.
Let 6: R/a — R'/b be the induced map. Set X := Spec(R) and Y := Spec(R’). Set
0* := Spec(d) and 6 := Spec(0). Via (ICX), identify Spec(R/a) and Spec(R’/b)
with V(a) € X and V(b) C Y. Show (1) V(b) = #*~1(V(a)) and (2) 8" = 6*| V(b).

EXERCISE (IEZXX). — Let 6: R — R’ be a ring map, p C R a prime, k the residue
field of Ry,. Set 6* := Spec(6). Show (1) that 6*~!(p) is canonically homeomorphic
to Spec(R' ®g k) and (2) that p € Im6* if and only if R’ ®g k # 0.

EXERCISE (CXM™). — Let R be a ring, p a prime ideal. Show that the image of
Spec(Ry) in Spec(R) is the intersection of all open neighborhoods of p in Spec(R).

EXERCISE (3TM). — Let ¢: R — R’ and t: R — R” be ring maps, and define
0: R — R ®g R" by 0(x) := p(z) ® ¢(z). Show
Im Spec(6) = Im Spec(y) () Im Spec(v)).

EXERCISE (I3I). — Let R be a filtered direct limit of rings Ry with transition

maps ozf; and insertions ay. For each A, let py: R — R, be a ring map with

Yu = a;\tgpA for all al);, so that ¢ := ap) is independent of A\. Show
Im Spec(p) = [, Im Spec(¢y).

EXERCISE (IZ3T2). — Let A be a domain with just one nonzero prime p. Set
K :=Frac(A) and R := (A/p) x K. Define p: A — R by p(z) := (a’, x) with 2’ the
residue of . Set ¢* := Spec(y). Show ¢* is bijective, but not a homeomorphism.
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EXERCISE (CXI3). — Let ¢: R — R’ be a ring map, and b an ideal of R'. Set
©* := Spec(p). Show (1) that the closure ¢*(V (b)) in Spec(R) is equal to V(p~1b)
and (2) that ¢*(Spec(R’)) is dense in Spec(R) if and only if Ker(¢) C nil(R).

EXERCISE (IXTd). — Let R be a ring, R’ a flat algebra with structure map ¢.
Show that R’ is faithfully flat if and only if Spec(y) is surjective.

EXERCISE ([CXTH). — Let ¢: R — R’ be a flat map of rings, q a prime of R’, and
p = "'(q). Show that the induced map Spec(Rj) — Spec(R,,) is surjective.

EXERCISE (IXTH). — Let R be a ring. Given f € R, set Sy := {f" | n >0}, and
let S; denote its saturation; see (BZ@). Given f, g € R, show that the following
conditions are equivalent:

1) D(g) c D(f). (2) V({9)) D V((f)- (3) V{g) € V()
4) Sy c S,. (5) g€/ {f). (6) fes,.

7) there is a unique R-algebra map gog: ?;1]% — ?;IR.

8) there is an R-algebra map Ry — R,.

(
(
(
(

Show that, if these conditions hold, then the map in (8) is equal to <p£.

EXERCISE (IEZX). — Let R be aring. (1) Show that D(f) — Ry is a well-defined
contravariant functor from the category of principal open sets and inclusions to ((R-
alg)). (2) Given p € Spec(R), show ligD(f)ap Ry = Ry.

EXERCISE (IIXTIR). — A topological space is called irreducible if it’s nonempty
and if every pair of nonempty open subsets meet. Let R be aring. Set X := Spec(R)
and n := nil(R). Show that X is irreducible if and only if n is prime.

EXERCISE (IXT™). — Let X be a topological space, Y an irreducible subspace.
(1) Show that the closure Y of Y is also irreducible.
(2) Show that Y is contained in a maximal irreducible subspace.
(3) Show that the maximal irreducible subspaces of X are closed, and cover X.
They are called its irreducible components. What are they if X is Hausdorff?
(4) Let R be aring, and take X := Spec(R). Show that its irreducible components
are the closed sets V(p) where p is a minimal prime.

PROPOSITION (13.20). — Let R be a ring, X := Spec(R). Then X is quasi-
compact: if X =Jyop Ux with Uy open, then X = J;_, Uy, for some \; € A.

PRrOOF: Say Uy = X—V(a)\). As X = U)\EA U)\, then ) = ﬂV(Cl)\) = V(Z Cl)\).
So > ay lies in no prime ideal. Hence there are A1,..., A, € A and f), € ay, with
1= Zf)\l So R = Zﬂ)\i. So [Z) = mV(Cl)\I) = V(Za,\l) Thus X = UU)\I O

EXERCISE (I32M). — Let R be a ring, X := Spec(R), and U an open subset.
Show U is quasi-compact if and only if X —U = V(a) where a is finitely generated.

EXERCISE (E322). — Let R be a ring, M a module, m € M. Set X := Spec(R).
Assume X = JD(f)) for some fy, and m/1 =0 in My, for all A. Show m = 0.

EXERCISE (I323). — Let R be a ring; set X := Spec(R). Prove that the four
following conditions are equivalent:

(1) R/nil(R) is absolutely flat.

(2) X is Hausdorff.
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(3) X is Ti; that is, every point is closed.

(4) Every prime p of R is maximal.
Assume (1) holds. Prove that X is totally disconnected; namely, no two distinct
points lie in the same connected component.

EXERCISE (E322d). — Let B be a Boolean ring, and set X := Spec(B). Show a
subset U C X is both open and closed if and only if U = D(f) for some f € B.
Further, show X is a compact Hausdorff space. (Following Bourbaki, we shorten
“quasi-compact” to “compact” when the space is Hausdorff.)

EXERCISE ([C32H) (Stone’s Theorem). — Show every Boolean ring B is isomorphic
to the ring of continuous functions from a compact Hausdorff space X to Fy with
the discrete topology. Equivalently, show B is isomorphic to the ring R of open and
closed subsets of X; in fact, X := Spec(B), and B == R is given by f +— D(f).

DEFINITION (13.26). — Let R be a ring, M a module. Its support is the set
Supp(M) := {p € Spec(R) | M, # 0}.

PROPOSITION (13.27). — Let R be a ring, M a module.
(1) Let 0 = L - M — N — 0 be exzact. Then Supp(L)|JSupp(N) = Supp(M).
(2) Let My be submodules with Y, My = M. Then |JSupp(M,) = Supp(M).
(3) Then Supp(M) C V(Ann(M)), with equality if M is finitely generated.

ProOF: Consider (1). For every prime p, the sequence 0 — L, - M, - N, — 0
is exact by (Z20). So M, # 0 if and only if L, # 0 or N, # 0. Thus (1) holds.

In (2), My C M. So (1) yields |JSupp(M,) C Supp(M). To prove the opposite
inclusion, take p ¢ |JSupp(My). Then (My), = 0 for all \. By hypothesis,
the natural map @ My — M is surjective. So @(My), — M, is surjective by
(CZ1m). Hence M, = 0. Alternatively, given m/s € M, express m as a finite sum
m = Y my with my € M,. For each such )\, there is ty € R — p with tymy = 0.
Set t := [[tx. Then tm =0 and ¢t ¢ p. So m/s =0 in M,. Hence again, M, = 0.
Thus p ¢ Supp(M), and so (2) holds.

Consider (3). Let p be a prime. By (CZ), M, = 0 if Ann(M) N (R —p) # 0,
and the converse holds if M is finitely generated. But Ann(M) (R —p) # 0 if and
only if Ann(M) ¢ p. Thus (3) holds. O

DEFINITION (13.28). — Let R be a ring, © € R. We say x is nilpotent on a
module M if there is n > 1 with z™m = 0 for all m € M; that is, z € \/Ann(M).
We denote the set of nilpotents on M by nil(M); that is, nil(M) := \/Ann(M).

PROPOSITION (13.29). — Let R be a ring, M a finitely generated module. Then
nll(M) e ﬂpESupp(M) p.
ProOF: First, nil(M) = (\,5 ann(ar) P by the Scheinnullstellensatz (B=29). But

p D Ann(M) if and only if p € Supp(M) by (I3=Z2)(3). O
PROPOSITION (13.30). — Let R be a ring, M and N modules. Then
Supp(M ®r N) C Supp(M) N Supp(N), (13.30.1)

with equality if M and N are finitely generated.

PRrOOF: First, (M ®p N), = M, ®g, N, by (ZI4d); whence, (IEZ=0T) holds.
The opposite inclusion follows from (XA) if M and N are finitely generated. O
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EXERCISE (I33XM). — Let R be a ring, a an ideal, M a module. Prove that
Supp(M/aM) C Supp(M) NV (a),
with equality if M is finitely generated.
EXERCISE (IZZ32). — Let ¢: R — R’ be a map of rings, M an R-module. Prove
Supp(M @ R') C Spec(yp) ™" (Supp(M)),
with equality if M is finitely generated.
EXERCISE (I3=33). — Let R be a ring, M a module, p € Supp(M). Prove
V(p) C Supp(M).

EXERCISE (333d). — Let Z be the integers, Q the rational numbers, and set
M :=Q/Z. Find Supp(M), and show that it is not Zariski closed.

PROPOSITION (13.35). — Let R be a ring, M a module. These conditions are
equivalent: (1) M = 0; (2) Supp(M) = 0; (3) My =0 for every mazimal ideal m.
PROOF: Trivially, if (1) holds, then S™'M = 0 for any multiplicative subset S.
In particular, (2) holds. Trivially, (2) implies (3).
Finally, assume M # 0, and take a nonzero m € M, and set a := Ann(m). Then

1 ¢ a, so a lies in some maximal ideal m. Then, for all f € R—m, we have fm # 0.
Hence m/1 # 0 in My,. Thus (3) implies (1). O

EXERCISE (IZ3H). — Let R be a domain, and M a module. Set S := R — 0 and
T(M) :=T5(M). We call T(M) the torsion submodule of M, and we say M is
torsionfree if T'(M) = 0.

Prove M is torsionfree if and only if My, is torsionfree for all maximal ideals m.

EXERCISE (IE3234). — Let R be a ring, P a module, M, N submodules. Assume
My, = Ny, for every maximal ideal m. Show M = N. First assume M C N.

EXERCISE (IZ33R). — Let R be a ring, M a module, and a an ideal. Suppose
M = 0 for all maximal ideals m D a. Show that M = aM.

EXERCISE (IE3=39). — Let R be a ring, P a module, M a submodule, and p € P
an element. Assume p/1 € M, for every maximal ideal m. Show p € M.

EXERCISE (IXZMO). — Let R be a domain, a an ideal. Show a =, aRy where
m runs through the maximal ideals and the intersection takes place in Frac(R).

EXERCISE (IE3Z). — Prove these three conditions on a ring R are equivalent:
(1) R is reduced.
(2) ST'R is reduced for all multiplicative subsets S.
(3) R is reduced for all maximal ideals m.

If Ry, is a domain for all maximal ideals m, is R necessarily a domain?

EXERCISE (IXZ2). — Let R be a ring, ¥ the set of minimal primes. Prove this:

is a domain for any prime p, then the p € ¥ are pairwise comaximal.
1) If R, is a domain f i hen th by irwi imal
= [],_, R; where R; is a domain if and only i is a domain for any
2) R " | R; where R; is a domain if and only if R, is a domain f
prime p and ¥ is finite. If so, then R; = R/p; with {p1,...,pn} =2.

PROPOSITION (13.43). — A sequence of modules L <> M By N is exact if and
Qm

only if its localization Ly, — My, — Ny, is exact at each mazximal ideal m.
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PRrROOF: If the sequence is exact, then so is its localization by (I=2Z21).
Consider the converse. First Im(8mom) = 0. But Im(Bmom) = (Im(ﬁa))m by
(C2m) and (E3). Hence Im(Ba) = 0 by (E33F). So fa = 0. Thus Im(«) C

Ker(5).
Set H := Ker(8)/Im(a). Then Hy = Ker(8m)/Im(au) by (I2Z20) and (83).
So Hy, = 0 owing to the hypothesis. Hence H = 0 by (I3=3H), as required. O

EXERCISE (IZZd). — Let R be a ring, M a module. Prove elements my € M
generate M if and only if, at every maximal ideal m, their images m generate My,.

PROPOSITION (13.45). — Let A be a semilocal ring, my, ..., m,, its mazimal ideals,
M, N finitely presented modules. Assume My, >~ Nu, for each i. Then M ~ N.

PRrROOF: For each i, take an isomorphism t;: My, - Ny,. Then (ICZZR3)
yields s; € A —m; and ¢;: M — N with (¢;)m;, = $i%;. However, (E22) implies
ﬂj# m; ¢ m;; so there’s x; € ﬂ#i m; with z; ¢ m;. Set v := > ;5.

For each j, set oj := x;js;10;. Then a1 My, = Nn, as xj and s; are units. Set
Bj = Zi# a;. Then B;(My,) C m;Ny, as x; € my for i # j. Further, v = a; + f;.
S0 Y, is an isomorphism by (IIIH). Hence (IZZ3) implies y: M = N. O

PROPOSITION (13.46). — Let R be a ring, M a module. Then M is flat over R
if and only if, at every maximal ideal m, the localization My, is flat over Ry,.

Proor: If M is flat over R, then M ®pr Ry is flat over Ry, by (BIW). But
M ®gr Ry = My, by (ZI3). Thus M, is flat over Ry,.

Conversely, assume My, is flat over R, for every m. Let a: N’ — N be an
injection of R-modules. Then ay, is injective by (I3ZA). Hence My ®g,, om is
injective. But that map is equal to (M ® &)y by (CZIA). So (M ®@ a)n is injective.
Hence M ® « is injective by (IEXA3). Thus M is flat over R. O

EXERCISE (IE3AA). — Let R be a ring, R’ a flat algebra, p’ a prime in R’, and p
its contraction in R. Prove that R;/ is a faithfully flat R,-algebra.

EXERCISE (IZZR). — Let R be a ring, S a multiplicative subset.
(1) Assume R is absolutely flat. Show S™1R is absolutely flat.
(2) Show R is absolutely flat if and only if Ry, is a field for each maximal m.

DEFINITION (13.49). — Let R be a ring, M a module. We say M is locally
finitely generated if each p € Spec(R) has a neighborhood on which M becomes
finitely generated; more precisely, there exists f € R — p such that M} is finitely
generated over R;. It is enough that an f exist for each maximal ideal m as every
p lies in some m by (Z=30). Similarly, we define the properties locally finitely
presented, locally free of finite rank, and locally free of rank n.

PROPOSITION (13.50). — Let R be a ring, M a module.
(1) If M is locally finitely generated, then it is finitely generated.
(2) If M s locally finitely presented, then it is finitely presented.

Proor: By (I322M0), there are fi,...,f, € R with (JD(f;) = Spec(R) and
finitely many m; ; € M such that, for some n; ; > 0, the m; ;/f"’ generate Mjy,.
Clearly, for each i, the m; ;/1 also generate Mjy,.

Given any maximal ideal m, there is ¢ such that f; ¢ m. Let S; be the image of
R —m in Ry,. Then (IZA) yields My, = S; '(M;y,). Hence the m; ;/1 generate
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M,y,. Thus (E34ZA) yields (1).

Assume M is locally finitely presented. Then M is finitely generated by (1). So
there is a surjection R¥ — M. Let K be its kernel. Then K is locally finitely
generated owing to (B228). Hence K too is finitely generated by (1). So there is a
surjection R — K. It yields the desired finite presentation R* — R*¥ — M — 0.
Thus (2) holds. O

THEOREM (13.51). — These conditions on an R-module P are equivalent:

(1) P is finitely generated and projective.

(2) P is finitely presented and flat.

(3) P is finitely presented, and Py, is free over Ry, at each mazimal ideal m.

(4) P is locally free of finite rank.

(5) P is finitely generated, and for each p € Spec(R), there are f and n such
that p € D(f) and Py is free of rank n over Ry at each q € D(f).

ProOF: Condition (1) implies (2) by (II=m).

Let m be a maximal ideal. Then Ry, is local by (II=22). If P is finitely pre-
sented, then Py, is finitely presented, because localization preserves direct sums and
cokernels by (ICZTT).

Assume (2). Then P, is flat by (ICB3XZM), so free by (I2O). Thus (3) holds.

Assume (3). Fix a surjective map o: M — N. Then ay,: My, — Ny, is surjective.
So Hom(Py, am): Hom(Py, My) — Hom(Py, Ny) is surjective by (B223) and
(6222). But Hom(Py,, am) = Hom(P, o)y by (I2Z23) as P is finitely presented.
Further, m is arbitrary. Hence Hom(P, «) is surjective by (IEXZ3). Therefore, P
is projective by (B223). Thus (1) holds.

Again assume (3). Given any prime p, take a maximal ideal m containing it. By
hypothesis, Py, is free; its rank is finite as Py, is finitely generated. By (I2ZZ2A)(2),
there is f € R — m such that Py is free of finite rank over R;. Thus (4) holds.

Assume (4). Then P is locally finitely presented. So P is finitely presented by
(3750)(2). Further, given p € Spec(R), there are f € R —p and n such that Py is
free of rank n over R;. Given q € D(f), let S be the image of R — q in R;. Then
(X3) yields Py = S~!(Pf). Hence P is free of rank n over Rq. Thus (5) holds.
Further, (3) results from taking p := m and q := m.

Finally, assume (5), and let’s prove (4). Given p € Spec(R), let f and n be
provided by (5). Take a free basis p1/f*1,...,p,/f*" of P, over R,. The p; define
amap a: R" — P, and ap: Ry — P, is bijective, in particular, surjective.

As P is finitely generated, (ZZA)(1) provides g € R —p such that ay: Ry — P,
is surjective. It follows that aq: Ry — Py is surjective for every q € D(g). If also
q € D(f), then by hypothesis Py =~ Ry. So a4 is bijective by (IIA).

Set h := fg. Clearly, D(f) N D(g) = D(h). By (I33), D(h) = Spec(Ry).
Clearly, aq = (o) (qr,,) for all g € D(h). Hence ay,: R} — P, is bijective owing to
(CXZ3) with Ry, for R. Thus (4) holds. O

EXERCISE (EXB2). — Given n, prove an R-module P is locally free of rank n if
and only if P is finitely generated and P, ~ R} holds at each maximal ideal m.

EXERCISE (I333). — Let A be a semilocal ring, P a locally free module of rank
n. Show that P is free of rank n.

EXERCISE (IZ3534). — Let R be aring, M a finitely presented module, n > 0. Show
that M is locally free of rank n if and only if F,,_;(M) = (0) and F,,(M) = R.



14. Krull-Cohen—Seidenberg Theory

Krull-Cohen—Seidenberg Theory relates the prime ideals in a ring to those in
an integral extension. We prove each prime has at least one prime lying over it —
that is, contracting to it. The overprime can be taken to contain any ideal that
contracts to an ideal contained in the given prime; this stronger statement is known
as the Going-up Theorem. Further, one prime is maximal if and only if the other
is, and two overprimes cannot be nested. On the other hand, the Going-down
Theorem asserts that, given nested primes in the subring and a prime lying over
the larger, there is a subprime lying over the smaller, either if the subring is normal
and the overring is a domain or if the extension is flat even if it’s not integral.

LEMMA (14.1). — Let R C R’ be an integral extension of domains. Then R’ is a
field if and only if R is.

PROOF: First, suppose R’ is a field. Let z € R be nonzero. Then 1/x € R’, so
satisfies an equation of integral dependence:
(1/z)" +ar(1/z)"  + -+ a, =0

n—1

with n > 1 and a; € R. Multiplying the equation by =", we obtain

1/z=—(a +ap_9x +---+a,2" ') € R.

Conversely, suppose R is a field. Let y € R’ be nonzero. Then y satisfies an
equation of integral dependence

YU ay T eyt an =0
with n > 1 and a; € R. Rewriting the equation, we obtain
y(y T+ an1) = —an.
Take n minimal. Then a,, # 0 as R’ is a domain. So dividing by —a,y, we obtain
1/y=(-1/an)y" '+ +an1) € R. O

DEFINITION (14.2). — Let R be a ring, R’ an R-algebra, p a prime of R, and p’
a prime of R’. We say p’ lies over p if p’ contracts to p.

THEOREM (14.3). — Let R C R’ be an integral extension of rings, and p a prime
of R. Let p’ C q' be nested primes of R', and @’ an arbitrary ideal of R’.

(1) (Maximality) Suppose p’ lies over p. Then p’ is mazimal if and only if p is.

(2) (Incomparability) Suppose both p’ and q' lie over p. Then p’ =¢’.

(3) (Lying over) Then there is a prime v’ of R’ lying over p.

(4) (Going up) Suppose @’ N R C p. Then in (3) we can take ¢’ to contain a'.

PROOF: Assertion (1) follows from (IZ) applied to the extension R/p C R'/y’,
which is integral as R C R’ is, since, if y € R’ satisfies y™ + a1y ' +--- + a, = 0,
then reduction modulo p’ yields an equation of integral dependence over R/p.

To prove (2), localize at R — p, and form this commutative diagram:

R’—>R;

[

R — R,
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Here R, — R, is injective by (I2ZT@)(1), and the extension is integral by (I=24).

Here p’' R, and q'R), are nested primes of R} by (O—20)(2). By the same token,
both lie over pR,, because both their contractions in R, contract to p in R. Thus
we may replace R by R, and R’ by R;, and so assume R is local with p as maximal
ideal by (O=22). Then p’ is maximal by (1); whence, p’ = ¢’.

To prove (3), again we may replace R by R, and R’ by Ry: if ¢ is a prime ideal
of R lying over pRy, then the contraction t’ of t” in R’ lies over p. So we may
assume R is local with p as unique maximal ideal. Now, R’ has a maximal ideal ¢’
by EZ30; further, ¢/ contracts to a maximal ideal v of R by (1). Thus v = p.

Finally, (4) follows from (3) applied to the extension R/(a’ N R) C R'/a’. O

EXERCISE (IZd). — Let R C R’ be an integral extension of rings, and p a prime
of R. Suppose R’ has just one prime p’ over p. Show (a) that p'R), is the only
maximal ideal of R}, (b) that R), = R;, and (c) that R, is integral over Ry.

EXERCISE (IZH). — Let R C R’ be an integral extension of domains, and p a
prime of R. Suppose R’ has at least two distinct primes p’ and ¢’ lying over p.
Show that R;, is not integral over R,. Show that, in fact, if y lies in ¢, but not in
p’, then 1/y € Ry, is not integral over Ry.

EXERCISE (IZH). — Let k be a field, and X an indeterminate. Set R’ := k[X],
and Y := X?, and R := k[Y]. Set p := (Y —1)R and p’ := (X - )R". Ts R,
integral over R,? Explain.

LEMMA (14.7). — Let R C R’ be a ring extension, X a variable, f € R[X] a
monic polynomial. Suppose f = gh with g, h € R'[X] monic. Then the coefficients
of g and h are integral over R.

PROOF: Set R; := R'[X]/{(g). Let x1 be the residue of X. Then 1, xq, 27,...
form a free basis of Ry over R’ by (IIIZH) as ¢ is monic; hence, R’ C R;. Now,
g(z1) = 0; so g factors as (X — x1)g; with g3 € Ry1[X] monic of degree 1 less
than g. Repeat this process, extending R;. Continuing, obtain g(X) = [[(X — ;)
and h(X) = [[(X — y;) with all z; and y; in an extension of R’. The z; and
y; are integral over R as they are roots of f. But the coefficients of g and h are
polynomials in the x; and y;; so they too are integral over R. O

PROPOSITION (14.8). — Let R be a normal domain, K := Frac(R), and L/K a
field extension. Let y € L be integral over R, and p € K[X] its monic minimal
polynomial. Then p € R[X], and so p(y) = 0 is an equation of integral dependence.

PROOF: Since y is integral, there is a monic polynomial f € R[X] with f(y) = 0.
Write f = pg with ¢ € K[X]. Then by (IZZ2) the coefficients of p are integral over
R, so in R since R is normal. (I

THEOREM (14.9) (Going down for integral extensions). — Let R C R’ be an
integral extension of domains with R normal, p ; q nested primes of R, and q' a
prime of R’ lying over q. Then there is a prime p’ lying over p and contained in q'.

PROOF: First, let us show pR;, N R =p. Given y € pRy, N R, say y = x/s with
z € pR and s € R —q'. Say z = > ", y;x; with y; € p and z; € R, and set
R" := R[z1,...,2m]. Then R” is module finite by (II2ZR) and zR"” C pR". Let
f(X)=X"+a; X" 1 +...+a, be the characteristic polynomial of y,: R"” — R".
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Then a; € p° C p by (OID), and f(x) = 0 by the Determinant Trick (III3).

Set K := Frac(R). Suppose f = gh with g, h € K[X] monic. By (IZ=)
the coefficients of g, h lie in R as R is normal. Further, f = X" (mod p). So
g = X" (mod p) and h = X" " (mod p) for some r by unique factorization in
Frac(R/p)[X]. Hence g and h have all nonleading coefficients in p. Replace f by a
monic factor of minimal degree. Then f is the minimal polynomial of x over K.

Recall s = x/y. So s satisfies the equation

§"+b1s" b, =0 with b i=a;/y' € K. (14.9.1)

Conversely, any such equation yields one of the same degree for x as y € R C K.
So (IZ™) is the minimal polynomial of s over K. So all b; are in R by (IZR).
Suppose y ¢ p. Then b; € p as a; = b;y* € p. So s" € pR' C qR' Cq'. Sos € ¢/,
a contradiction. Hence y € p. Thus pR’q, N R C p. But the opposite inclusion holds
trivially. Thus pR;, N R = p.
Hence, there is a prime p” of R}, with p” N R = p by (BX3). Then p” lies in
q'Ry, as it is the only maximal ideal. Set p’ := p” N R'. Then p’'N R = p, and

p’ C q by (II=20)(2), as desired. O
LEMMA (14.10). — Always, a minimal prime consists entirely of zerodivisors.

Proor: Let R be the ring, p the minimal prime. Then R, has only one prime p Rz,
by (II=Z0)(2). So by the Scheinnullstellensatz, pR,, consists entirely of nilpotents.
Hence, given x € p, there is s € R — p with sz = 0 for some n > 1. Take n
minimal. Then sz~ # 0, but (sz" 1)z = 0. Thus z is a zerodivisor. O

THEOREM (14.11) (Going down for Flat Algebras). — Let R be a ring, R’ a flat
algebra, p g q nested primes of R, and q' a prime of R’ lying over q. Then there
is a prime p’ lying over p and contained in ¢ .

Proor: The canonical map Rq — Ry, is faithfully flat by (IZ3Z). Therefore,
Spec(R;,) — Spec(Lly) is surjective by (IZTd). Thus (ITZM) yields the desired
P
Alternatively, R’ ®r (R/p) is flat over R/p by (8IX). Also, R'/pR' = R' @r R/p
by (BIH)(1). Hence, owing to (ICH), we may replace R by R/p and R’ by R'/pR’,
and thus assume R is a domain and p = 0.

By (BI3), q’ contains a minimal prime p’ of R’. Let’s show that p’ lies over (0).
Let x € R be nonzero. Then the multiplication map p,: R — R is injective. Since
R’ is flat, p,: R' — R’ is also injective. Hence, (IZI™) implies that = does not
belong to the contraction of p’, as desired. O

EXERCISE (IZT2). — Let R be a reduced ring, ¥ the set of minimal primes. Prove
that z.div(R) = U,cx p and that R, = Frac(R/p) for any p € 2.

EXERCISE (IZI3). — Let R be a ring, ¥ the set of minimal primes, and K the
total quotient ring. Assume X is finite. Prove these three conditions are equivalent:

(1) R is reduced.
(2) z.div(R) = U,ex b, and R, Frac(R/p) for each p € ¥.
(3) K/pK = Frac(R/p) for each p € ¥, and K = [[, s K/pK.
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EXERCISE (IZTA). — Let A be a reduced local ring with residue field k and finite
set ¥ of minimal primes. For each p € ¥, set K (p) := Frac(A/p). Let P be a finitely
generated module. Show that P is free of rank r if and only if dimy(P ®4 k) =7
and dimg ) (P ®4 K(p)) = r for each p € X.

EXERCISE (IZIH). — Let A be a reduced local ring with residue field k¥ and a
finite set of minimal primes. Let P be a finitely generated module, B an A-algebra
with Spec(B) — Spec(A) surjective. Show that P is a free A-module of rank r if
and only if P ® B is a free B-module of rank r.

(14.16) (Arbitrary normal rings). — An arbitrary ring R is said to be normal
if R, is a normal domain for every prime p. If R is a domain, then this definition
recovers that in (IIZ3M), owing to (ICI=32).

EXERCISE (IZTId). — Let R be a ring, p;...,p, all its minimal primes, and K
the total quotient ring. Prove that these three conditions are equivalent:

(1) R is normal.
(2) R is reduced and integrally closed in K.
(3) R is a finite product of normal domains R;.

Assume the conditions hold. Prove the R; are equal to the R/p; in some order.



15. Noether Normalization

The Noether Normalization Lemma describes the basic structure of a finitely
generated algebra over a field; namely, given a chain of ideals, there is a polynomial
subring over which the algebra is module finite, and the ideals contract to ideals
generated by initial segments of variables. After proving this lemma, we derive
several versions of the Nullstellensatz. The most famous is Hilbert’s; namely, the
radical of any ideal is the intersection of all the maximal ideals containing it.

Then we study the (Krull) dimension: the maximal length of any chain of primes.
We prove our algebra is catenary; that is, if two chains have the same ends and
maximal lengths, then the lengths are the same. Further, if the algebra is a domain,
then its dimension is equal to the transcendence degree of its fraction field.

In an appendix, we give a simple direct proof of the Hilbert Nullstellensatz. At
the same time, we prove it in significantly greater generality: for Jacobson rings.

LEMMA (15.1) (Noether Normalization). — Let k be a field, R := k[z1,...,2,] a
finitely generated k-algebra, and ay C --- C a, a chain of proper ideals of R. Then
there are algebraically independent elements ty1,...,t, € R such that

(1) R is module finite over P := k[t1,...t,] and

(2) fori=1,---,r, there is an h; such that a; " P = (t1,...,tp,).

If k is infinite, then we may choose the t; to be k-linear combinations of the x;.

Proor: Let R’ := k[X3,...,X,] be the polynomial ring, and ¢: R’ — R the
k-algebra map with ¢ X; := z;. Set a) := Kerp and o := p~ta; fori =1,--- 7.
It suffices to prove the lemma for R’ and aj C --- C al: if t; € R’ and h] work
here, then t; := ‘Pt;+h() and h; := hl, — h{, work for R and the a;, because the t; are
algebraically independent by (IZIW), and clearly (1) and (2) hold. Thus we may
assume the z; are algebraically independent.

The proof proceeds by induction on r (and shows v := n works now).

First, assume r = 1 and a; = t; R for some nonzero t;. Then t; ¢ k because
a; is proper. Suppose we have found to,...,t, € R so that x; is integral over
P :=k[t1,ta,...,t,] and so that P[z1] = R. Then (III2R) yields (1).

Further, by the theory of transcendence bases [B, (8.3), p.526], [, Thm.1.1,
p. 356], the elements t1, ..., t, are algebraically independent. Now, take x € a; N P.
Then x = t12’ where @/ € RN Frac(P). Also, RN Frac(P) = P, for P is normal by
(I3A) as P is a polynomial algebra. Hence a; N P = ¢1 P. Thus (2) holds too.

To find ts,...,t,, we are going to choose ¢; and set t; := x; — xf". Then clearly
Plz1] = R. Now, say t; = Za(j)aﬂf - xdr with (j) :== (j1,-..,jn) and ag;) € k.
Recall ¢1 ¢ k, and note that x; satisfies this equation:

S agad (b a2Vt + ) =t
Set e(j) := j1 + lajo + - -+ + £njn. Take £ > max{j;} and ¢; := ¢*. Then the e(j)
are distinct. Let e(j’) be largest among the e(j) with a(;) # 0. Then e(j") > 0, and
the above equation may be rewritten as follows:
a1 + Y, oy Petf =0
where p. € P. Thus z; is integral over P, as desired.
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Suppose k is infinite. We are going to reorder the x;, choose a; € k, and set
t; := x; — a;x1. Then Plzi] = R. Now, say t; = Hgq+ --- + Hy where Hy # 0
and where H; is homogeneous of degree i in x1,...,x,; that is, H; is a linear
combination of monomials of degree i. Then d > 0 ast; ¢ k. As k is infinite, (B2=20)
yields a; € k with Hg(ay,az,...,a,) # 0. Since Hy is homogeneous, a; # 0 for
some i; reordering the x;, we may assume a; 7% 0. Again since Hy is homogeneous,
we may replace a; by a;/a;. Then Hy(1,as,...,a,) # 0. But Hy(1,as,...,a,) is
the coefficient of x{ in Hy(z1,ts + asxy,...,tn + anz1). So after we collect like
powers of z1, the equation

Hy(z1,to 4+ asx1, ...ty + apwy) + -+ Ho(w1,to + asxy, ...ty +anz1) +t1 =0

becomes an equation of integral dependence for x1 over P, as desired.

Second, assume r = 1 and a; is arbitrary. We may assume a; # 0. The proof
proceeds by induction on n. The case n = 1 follows from the first case (but is
simpler) because k[z;1] is a PID. Let t; € a; be nonzero. By the first case, there
exist elements us, ..., u, such that ¢1,us,...u, are algebraically independent and
satisfy (1) and (2) with respect to R and t; R. By induction, there are to,...,t,
satisfying (1) and (2) with respect to klug, ..., u,] and a3 N Ekfug, ..., uy].

Set P := k[t1,...,t,]. Since R is module finite over k[t1,us,...,u,] and the
latter is module finite over P, the former is module finite over P by (I=2A). Thus
(1) holds, and so t1,...,t, are algebraically independent. Further, by assumption,

a1mk5[t2,...,tn] = <t2,...,th>

for some h. But t1 € a3. Soay NP D {t1,...,tp).

Conversely, given x € a; N P, say x = ZLO fitt with f; € k[ta,...,t,]. Since
t1 € a1, we have fo € a1 Nk[ta,...,t,]; so fo € (t2,...,tn). Hence x € (t1,...,ts).
Thus a1 NP = {(t1,...,ty). Thus (2) holds for r = 1.

Finally, assume the lemma holds for » — 1. Let uq,...,u, € R be algebraically
independent elements satisfying (1) and (2) for the sequence a; C -+ C a,_1, and
set h := h,_1. By the second case, there exist elements tj41,...,, satisfying (1)
and (2) for k[upt1,...,u,] and a, N Ek[upy1, ..., uy,]. Then, for some h,,

a, N k[th-&-la AN ,tn} = <th+1, .. .,thT>.

Set t; := u; for 1 < i < h. Set P := k[t1,...,t,]. Then, by assumption, R is
module finite over kfuy, ..., uy], and k[ug, ..., u,] is module finite over P; hence, R
is module finite over P by (I=2A). Thus (1) holds, and ¢y, ...,t, are algebraically
independent over k.

Fix i with 1 < i < 7. Set m := h;. Then ty,...,t,, € a;. Given x € a; N P, say
v =3 faty" -ty with (v) = (vi,...,v) and f,) € k[tmy1,...,ta]. Then f()
lies in a; N kltm41,.--,tn]. We are going to see the latter intersection is equal to
(0). Tt is so if ¢ < 1 —1 because it lies in a; N k[um41,- - -, U], which is equal to (0).
Further, if ¢ = r, then, by assumption, a; N k[tmt1,. -, tn] = Emtts -y tm) = 0.
Thus f) = 0. Hence x € (t1,...,ts,). Thus a; NP C (t1,...,ts,). So the two are
equal. Thus (2) holds, and the proof is complete. |

EXERCISE (I52). — Let k := F, be the finite field with ¢ elements, and k[X, Y]
the polynomial ring. Set f := X9Y — XY? and R := k[X,Y]/(f). Let z,y € R
be the residues of X, Y. For every a € k, show that R is not module finite over
P := kly—ax]. (Thus, in (IE), no k-linear combination works.) First, take a = 0.
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EXERCISE (I533). — Let k be a field, and X, Y, Z variables. Set
R:=k[X,Y, Z)/(X*-Y® -1, XZ - 1),

and let z, y, z € R be the residues of X, Y, Z. Fix a,b € k, and set t := x+ay + bz
and P := k[t]. Show that x and y are integral over P for any a,b and that z is
integral over P if and only if b # 0.

THEOREM (15.4) (Zariski Nullstellensatz). — Let k be a field, R an algebra-finite
extension. Assume R is a field. Then R/k is finite.

PRrROOF: By the Noether Normalization Lemma (I5), R is module finite over
a polynomial subring P := k[t1,...,t,]. Then R/P is integral by (II=Z3). As R is
a field, so is P by (IZI). Hence v = 0. So P = k. Thus R/k is finite, as asserted.

Alternatively, here’s a short proof, not using (IBZM). Say R = k[z1,...,z,]. Set
P := k[z1] and K := Frac(P). Then R = K|[zs,...,%,]. By induction on n, assume
R/K is finite. Suppose x; is transcendental over k, so P is a polynomial ring.

Note R = Plxs,...,x,). Hence (IT28) yields f € P with Ry/P; module finite,
so integral by (III2R). But Ry = R. Thus Py is a field by (). So f ¢ k.

Set g:=14 f. Then 1/g € Py. So1/g = h/f" for some h € P and r > 1. Then
f7 = gh. But f and g are relatively prime, a contradiction. Thus x; is algebraic
over k. Hence P = K, and K/k is finite. But R/K is finite. Thus R/k is too. O

COROLLARY (15.5). — Let k be a field, R := k[x1,...,x,] an algebra-finite exten-
sion, and m a maximal ideal of R. Assume k is algebraically closed. Then there
are ay,...,an € k such that m = (X1 —ay, ..., Ty — Q).

PRrROOF: Set K := R/m. Then K is a finite extension field of k by the Zariski
Nullstellensatz (IBA). But & is algebraically closed. Hence k = K. Let a; € k be
the residue of z;, and set n:= (1 — a1,...,2, — ay). Then n C m.

Let R' := k[Xy,...,X,] be the polynomial ring, and ¢: R’ — R the k-algebra
map with pX; := z;. Set v’ := (X1 —ay,...,X, — ay). Then p(n’) =n. But n’ is
maximal by (EZ2ZW). So n is maximal. Hence n = m, as desired. O

COROLLARY (15.6). — Let k be any field, P := k[X1,...,X,] the polynomial ring,
and m a mazximal ideal of P. Then m is generated by n elements.

PRrROOF: Set K := P/m. Then K is a field. So K/k is finite by (IE3).

Induct on n. If n = 0, then m = 0. Assumen > 1. Set R := k[X;] and p := mNR.
Then p = (f1) for some f; € R as Ris a PID. Set k; := R/p. Then k; is isomorphic
to the image of R in K. But K is a finite-dimensional k-vector space. So k; is too.
So k C ky is an integral extension by (II23). Since k is a field, so is k; by (IZ).

Note P/pP = ki[Xa,...,X,] by (@). But m/p is a maximal ideal. So by
induction m/p is generated by n — 1 elements, say the residues of fs,..., f, € m.
Then m = (fy,..., fn), as desired. O

THEOREM (15.7) (Hilbert Nullstellensatz). — Let k be a field, and R a finitely
generated k-algebra. Let a be a proper ideal of R. Then

Va= nmjum

where m runs through all maximal ideals containing a.
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ProOF: We may assume a = 0 by replacing R by R/a. Clearly v0 C (m.
Conversely, take f ¢ +/0. Then Ry # 0 by (IT=2). So R; has a maximal ideal n
by (2=30). Let m be its contraction in R. Now, R is a finitely generated k-algebra
by hypothesis; hence, Ry is one too owing to (II-I3). Therefore, by the weak
Nullstellensatz, Ry/n is a finite extension field of k.

Set K := R/m. By construction, K is a k-subalgebra of Ry/n. Therefore, K is
a finite-dimensional k-vector space. So k C K is an integral extension by (IIIZ3).
Since k is a field, so is K by (IZ). Thus m is maximal. But f/1 is a unit in Ry;

so f/1 ¢ n. Hence f ¢ m. So f ¢ (\m. Thus v/0 = m. O

EXERCISE (IER). — Let k be a field, K an algebraically closed extension field. (So
K contains a copy of every finite extension field.) Let P := k[Xq,...,X,] be the
polynomial ring, and f, f1,..., fr € P. Assume f vanishes at every zero in K" of
fi,..., fr; in other words, if (a) := (a1,...,a,) € K™ and f1(a) =0,..., fr(a) =0,
then f(a) = 0 too. Prove that there are polynomials g1, ..., g, € P and an integer
N such that fY = g1 f1 +- 4+ g fr.

LEMMA (15.9). — Let k be a field, R a finitely generated k-algebra. Assume R
is a domain. Let po G -+ G p, be a chain of primes. Set K := Frac(R) and
d = tr.deg, K. Then r < d, with equality if and only if the chain is maximal,
that is, it is not a proper subchain of a longer chain.

PrOOF: By the Noether Normalization Lemma (), R is module finite over
a polynomial subring P := k[ty,...,t,] such that p, N P = (¢1,...,t,) for suitable
h;. Set L := Frac(P). Then v = tr.deg; L. But P C R is an integral extension
by (II23). So L C K is algebraic. Hence v = d. Now, Incomparability (IZ3)(2)
yields h; < h;y; for all i. Hence r < h,.. But h, < v and v =d. Thus r < d.

If r = d, then r is maximal, as it was just proved that no chain can be longer.
Conversely, assume r is maximal. Then py = (0) since R is a domain. So hg = 0.
Further, p,- is maximal since p,- is contained in some maximal ideal and it is prime.
So p, N P is maximal by Maximality (IZ=3)(1). Hence h, = v.

Suppose there is an ¢ such that h; +1 < h;+1. Then

(PN P) G (s thr1) G (Pig N P).
Now, P/(p; N P) is, by (W), equal to k[ty,+1,--.,t,]; the latter is a polynomial
ring, so normal by (OI3A)(1). Also, the extension P/(p; N P) C R/p; is integral
as P C R is. Hence, the Going-down Theorem (IZH) yields a prime p with
pi Cp Cpiprand pNP = (ty,...,ty,41). Then p; G p G piy1, contradicting the
maximality of r. Thus h; +1 = h;y; for all i. But hg = 0. Hence r = h,.. But
h, =v and v = d. Thus r = d, as desired. (I

(15.10) (Krull Dimension). — Given a ring R, its (Krull) dimension dim(R) is
the supremum of the lengths r of all strictly ascending chains of primes:
dim(R) := sup{ | there’s a chain of primes po G --- G p, in R }.

For example, if R is a field, then dim(R) = 0; more generally, dim(R) = 0 if
and only if every minimal prime is maximal. If R is a PID, but not a field, then
dim(R) = 1, as every nonzero prime is maximal by (EZ2H).

EXERCISE (IEIM). — Let R be a domain of (finite) dimension r, and p a nonzero
prime. Prove that dim(R/p) < r.
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EXERCISE (IEXZ). — Let R'/R be an integral extension of rings. Prove that
dim(R) = dim(R’).

THEOREM (15.13). — Let k be a field, R a finitely generated k-algebra. If R is a
domain, then dim(R) = tr. deg;, (Frac(R)).

PROOF: The assertion is an immediate consequence of (ICE9). O
THEOREM (15.14). — Let k be a field, R a finitely generated k-algebra, p a prime
ideal, and m a maximal ideal. Suppose R is a domain. Then

dim(Ry) + dim(R/p) = dim(R) and dim(Rn) = dim(R).

PROOF: A chain of primes pg G --- S p G --- S p, in R gives rise to a pair of

chains of primes, one in R, and one in R/p,

poRy S-S pRy and 0=p/p S - Spe/p,
owing to (II=20) and to (™) and (BI); conversely, every such pair arises from
a unique chain in R through p. But by (IBE), every maximal strictly ascending
chain through p is of length dim(R). The first equation follows.

Clearly dim(R/m) = 0, and so dim(Ry) = dim(R). O
DEFINITION (15.15). — We call a ring catenary if, given any two nested primes,
all maximal chains of primes between the two have the same (finite) length.

THEOREM (15.16). — Over a field, a finitely generated algebra is catenary.

PrROOF: Let R be the algebra, and q C p two nested primes. Replacing R by
R/q, we may assume R is a domain. Then the proof of (IEIA) shows that any
maximal chain of primes (0) & --- & p is of length dim(R) — dim(R/p). O
EXERCISE (IATd). — Let k be a field, R a finitely generated k-algebra, f € R
nonzero. Assume R is a domain. Prove that dim(R) = dim(Ry).

EXERCISE (IEIR). — Let k be a field, P := k[f] the polynomial ring in one
variable f. Set p := (f) and R := P,. Find dim(R) and dim(Ry).
EXERCISE (I5TY). — Let R be a ring, R[X] the polynomial ring. Prove
1+ dim(R) < dim(R[X]) < 1 + 2dim(R).
(In particular, dim(R[X]) = oo if and only if dim(R) = c0.)



15. Appendix: Jacobson Rings

(15.20) (Jacobson Rings). — We call a ring R Jacobson if, given any ideal a, its
radical is equal to the intersection of all maximal ideals containing it; that is,

VA = Npoa M- (15.20.1)

Plainly, the nilradical of a Jacobson ring is equal to its Jacobson radical. Also,
any quotient ring of a Jacobson ring is Jacobson too. In fact, a ring is Jacobson if
and only if the the nilradical of every quotient ring is equal to its Jacobson radical.

In general, the right-hand side of (ICE2I) contains the left. So (IEZZ) holds
if and only if every f outside y/a lies outside some maximal ideal m containing a.

Recall the Scheinnullstellensatz, (B229): it says /a = (), p with p prime. Thus
R is Jacobson if and only if p = ﬂmjp m for every prime p.

For example, a field k is Jacobson; in fact, a local ring A is Jacobson if and only
if its maximal ideal is its only prime. Further, a Boolean ring B is Jacobson, as
every prime is maximal by (2ZI8), and so trivially p = ﬂmDp m for every prime p.
Finally, owing to (M) and (ZH) and the next lemma, a PID is Jacobson.

LEMMA (15.21). — Let R be a 1-dimensional domain, {my}xea its set of mazimal
ideals. Assume every nonzero element lies in only finitely many my. Then R is
Jacobson if and only if A is infinite.

PRroOOF: If A is finite, take a nonzero x) € my for each A, and set = := [[z..
Then z # 0 and = € (Ymy. But 1/(0) = (0) as R is a domain. So 1/(0) # (m,.
Thus R is not Jacobson.

If A is infinite, then ((my = (0) by hypothesis. But every nonzero prime is

maximal as R is 1-dimensional. Thus p = ﬂmA Sp A for every prime p. (I

PROPOSITION (15.22). — A ring R is Jacobson if and only if, for any nonmazimal
prime p and any f ¢ p, the extension pRy is not mazimal.

PROOF: Assume R is Jacobson. Take a nonmaximal prime p and an f ¢ p. Then
f ¢ m for some maximal ideal m containing p. So pR; is not maximal by (IT=20).
Conversely, let a be an ideal, f ¢ y/a. Then (R/a)s # 0. So there is a maximal
ideal nin (R/a)y. Let m be its contraction in R. Then m D a and f ¢ m. Further,
(ER) and (TZ22) yield Ry/mRy = (R/a/m/a); = (R/a)/n. Since n is maximal,
Ry/mRy is a field. So m is maximal by hypothesis. Thus R is Jacobson. O

EXERCISE (IZ3). — Let X be a topological space. We say a subset Y is locally
closed if Y is the intersection of an open set and a closed set; equivalently, Y is
open in its closure Y; equivalently, Y is closed in an open set containing it.

We say a subset Xy of X is very dense if X, meets every nonempty locally
closed subset Y. We say X is Jacobson if its set of closed points is very dense.

Show that the following conditions on a subset X, of X are equivalent:

(1) X is very dense.

(2) Every closed set F' of X satisfies F N Xy = F.

(3) The map U — U N X, from the open sets of X to those of X is bijective.

EXERCISE (2d). — Let R be a ring, X := Spec(R), and X the set of closed
points of X. Show that the following conditions are equivalent:
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(1) R is a Jacobson ring.
(2) X is a Jacobson space.
(3) If y € X is a point such that {y} is locally closed, then y € X.

LEMMA (15.25). — Let R C R’ be domains. Assume that R’ = Rlx] for some
x € R’ and that there is y € R with R, a field. Then there is z € R with R, a field
and x algebraic over R,. Further, if R is Jacobson, then R and R’ are fields.

PROOF: Set @ := Frac(R). Then Q C R, so R = R[z], C Q[z], C R. Hence
Q[z]y, = R,. So Q[z], is a field. Now, if z is transcendental over @, then Q[z] is a
polynomial ring, so Jacobson by (IEE=2M); whence, Q[z], is not a field by (IE22),
a contradiction. Thus x is algebraic over ). Hence y is algebraic over ) too.

Let agx™ 4+ -4+ a, = 0 and bgy™ + - - - + b, = 0 be equations of minimal degree
with a;,b; € R. Set z := agby,. Then z # 0. Further,

1)y = —ao(boy™ '+ +bp_1)/z € R.[z].

Hence R[z], C R.[z] C R;. So R.[z] = R;. Therefore R.[z] is a field too. But
2" + (a1bm/2)x" "t + -+ + (anbm/z) = 0, so is an equation of integral dependence
of x on R,. So R,[z] is integral over R, (IILZR) . Hence R, is a field by (IZ).
Further, if R is Jacobson, then (0) is a maximal ideal by (II:22), and so R is a
field. Hence R = R,. Thus R’ is a field by (IZ). O

THEOREM (15.26) (Generalized Hilbert Nullstellensatz). — Let R be a Jacobson
ring, R’ a finitely generated algebra, and m’ a mazimal ideal of R'. Set m := m'NR.
Then (1) m is mazimal, and R'/m’ is algebraic over R/m, and (2) R’ is Jacobson.

PrOOF: First, assume R’ = R[] for some x € R'. Given a prime q C R’ and a
y€ R —q,set p:=qNRand Ry := R/p and R} := R'/q. Then R is Jacobson by
(IR=2m). Suppose (R}), is a field. Then by (IIE23), Ry C R} is a finite extension
of fields. Thus q and p are maximal. To obtain (1), simply take q := m and y := 1.
To obtain (2), take g nonmaximal, so R/ is not a field; conclude (R} ), is not a field;
whence, ([2232) yields (2).

Second, assume R’ = Rx1,...,2,] with n > 2. Set R” := R[x1,...,2,_1] and
m” :=m'’NR". Then R’ = R"[z,]. By induction on n, we may assume (1) and (2)
hold for R”/R. So the first case for R'/R" yields (2) for R'; by the same token, m”
is maximal, and R’/m’ is algebraic over R”/m”. Hence, m is maximal, and R"”/m”
is algebraic over R/m by (1) for R”/R. Finally, the Tower Law (IIZ7) implies
that R//m’ is algebraic over R/m, as desired. O

EXAMPLE (15.27). — Part (1) of (II2H) may fail if R is not Jacobson, even if
R’ := RJY] is the polynomial ring in one variable Y over R. For example, let k
be a field, and R := k[[X]] the formal power series ring. According to (BI), the
ideal 9 := (1 — XY) is maximal, but 9t N R is (0), not (X).

EXERCISE (IB2R). — Let P := Z[Xy,..., X,] be the polynomial ring. Assume
f € P vanishes at every zero in K™ of fi,..., f, € P for every finite field K; that
is, if (a) := (a1,...,a,) € K™ and fi1(a) = 0,..., fr(a) = 0 in K, then f(a) =0
too. Prove there are gi,...,g, € P and N > 1 such that f¥ =g, fi + -+ g fr.

EXERCISE (I529). — Let R be a ring, R’ an algebra. Prove that if R’ is integral
over R and R is Jacobson, then R’ is Jacobson.
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EXERCISE (IB330). — Let R be a Jacobson ring, S a multiplicative subset, f € R.

True or false: prove or give a counterexample to each of the following statements.
(1) The localized ring Ry is Jacobson.

(2) The localized ring S~ R is Jacobson.

(3) The filtered direct limit liﬂR,\ of Jacobson rings is Jacobson.

(4) In a filtered direct limit of rings Ry, necessarily li%mrad(RA) = rad(ligi Ry).

EXERCISE (IE3XM). — Let R be a reduced Jacobson ring with a finite set ¥ of
minimal primes, and P a finitely generated module. Show that P is locally free of
rank 7 if and only if dimp/ (P/mP) = r for any maximal ideal m.



16. Chain Conditions

In a ring, often every ideal is finitely generated; if so, we call the ring Noe-
therian. Examples include the ring of integers and any field. We characterize
Noetherian rings as those in which every ascending chain of ideals stabilizes, or
equivalently, in which every nonempty set of ideals has a member maximal under
inclusion. We prove the Hilbert Basis Theorem: if a ring is Noetherian, then so
is any finitely generated algebra over it. We define and characterize Noetherian
modules similarly, and we prove that, over a Noetherian ring, it is equivalent for
a module to be Noetherian, to be finitely generated, or to be finitely presented.
Lastly, we study Artinian rings and modules; in them, by definition, every descend-
ing chain of ideals or of submodules, stabilizes.

(16.1) (Noetherian rings). — We call a ring Noetherian if every ideal is finitely
generated. For example, a Principal Ideal Ring (PIR) is, trivially, Noetherian.
Here are two standard examples of non-Noetherian rings. A third is given below
in (IGE), and a fourth later in (ICR=3M).
First, form the polynomial ring k[X7, Xo,...] in infinitely many variables. It is
non-Noetherian as (X7, Xs,...) is not finitely generated (but the ring is a UFD).
Second, in the polynomial ring k[X, Y], form this subring R and its ideal a:

R:={f:=a+Xg|a€ckandg€k[X,Y]} and
a:= (X, XY, XY? . ..).

Then a is not generated by any fi,..., fn € a. Indeed, let n be the highest power
of Y occurring in any f;. Then XY™+ ¢ (f,..., f,,). Thus R is non-Noetherian.

EXERCISE (B2). — Let M be a finitely generated module over an arbitrary ring.
Show every set that generates M contains a finite subset that generates.

DEFINITION (16.3). — We say the ascending chain condition (acc) is satisfied
if every ascending chain of ideals ag C a; C --- stabilizes; that is, thereisa j > 0
such that a; = a;;1 =---.

We say the maximal condition (maxc) is satisfied if every nonempty set of
ideals 8§ contains ones mazimal for inclusion, that is, properly contained in no
other in 8.

LEMMA (16.4). — Acc is satisfied if and only if maxc is.

ProOOF: Let ap C a; C --- be a chain of ideals. If a; is maximal, then trivially
a; = aj41 = ---. Thus maxc implies acc.

Conversely, given a nonempty set of ideals 8 with no maximal member, there’s
ag € 8; for each j > 0, there’s a;11 € & with a; ; aj+1. So the Axiom of Countable
Choice provides an infinite chain ag ;Cé a; ;% --+. Thus acc implies maxc. O
PROPOSITION (16.5). — Given a ring R, the following conditions are equivalent:

(1) R is Noetherian; (2) acc is satisfied; (3) maxc is satisfied.

PrROOF: Assume (1) holds. Let ag C a3 C --- be a chain of ideals. Set a :=Ja,.
Clearly, a is an ideal. So by hypothesis, a is finitely generated, say by x1,...,x,.
For each 4, there is a j; with z; € a;,. Set j := max{j;}. Then z; € a; for all ¢. So
aca; Cajpp C---Ca. Soa;=ajp; =---. Thus (2) holds.
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Assume (2) holds. Then (3) holds by (IBE3).

Assume (3) holds. Let a be an ideal, ) for A € A generators, 8 the set of ideals
generated by finitely many x. Let b be a maximal element of §; say b is generated
by Tay,---,Zx,,- Then b C b+ (z,) for any A\. So by maximality, b = b + (z,).
Hence z € b. So b = a; whence, a is finitely generated. Thus (1) holds. O

EXAMPLE (16.6). — In the field of rational functions k(X,Y), form this ring:
R:=Fk[X,Y, X/Y, X/Y? X/Y3 ...].
Then R is non-Noetherian by (IGEH). Indeed, X does not factor into irreducibles:

X =(X/Y) Y and X/Y = (X/Y?)-Y and so on. Correspondingly, there is an
ascending chain of ideals that does not stabilize:

(X) G (X/Y) G(X/YH G-

PROPOSITION (16.7). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, S a multiplicative subset, a
an ideal. Then R/a and S™*R are Noetherian.

PROOF: If R satisfies the acc, so do R/a and S~'R by (ICH) and by (II=2m)(1).
Alternatively, any ideal b/a of R/a is, clearly, generated by the images of gener-
ators of b. Similarly, any ideal b of S™!R is generated by the images of generators
of p5'b by (™) (1)(b). O

EXERCISE (IER). — Let R be a ring, X a variable, R[X]| the polynomial ring.
Prove this statement or find a counterexample: if R[X] is Noetherian, then so is R.

EXERCISE (IE™). — Let R C R’ be a ring extension with an R-linear retraction
p: R — R. Assume R’ is Noetherian, and prove R is too.

THEOREM (16.10) (Cohen). — A ring R is Noetherian if every prime is finitely
generated.

PRrROOF: Suppose there are non-finitely-generated ideals. Given a nonempty set
of them {ay,} that is linearly ordered by inclusion, set a := (Jay. If a is finitely
generated, then all the generators lie in some ay, so generate ay as ay = a, a
contradiction. Thus a is non-finitely-generated. Hence, by Zorn’s Lemma, there is
a maximal non-finitely-generated ideal p. In particular, p # R.

Assume every prime is finitely generated. Then there are a,b € R—p with ab € p.
So p + (a) is finitely generated, say by x1 + wa,...,x, + wya with z; € p. Then
{z1,..., 2, a} generate p + (a).

Set b= Ann((p+ (a))/p). Then b O p+ (b) and b ¢ p. So b is finitely generated,
say by y1,...,Ym- Take z € p. Then z € p + (a), so write

zZ=a1T1 + -+ apxry, +ya

with a;,y € R. Then ya € p. So y € b. Hence y = byyy + - - + b,y with b; € R.
Thus p is generated by {x1,...,2Zn,ay1,...,aym}, a contradiction. Thus there are
no non-finitely-generated ideals; in other words, R is Noetherian. ([l

LEMMA (16.11). — If a ring R is Noetherian, then so is the polynomial ring R[X].

PRrROOF: By way of contradiction, assume there is an ideal a of R[X] that is not
finitely generated. Set ag := (0). For each ¢ > 1, choose inductively f; € a — a;_1
of least degree d;, and set a; := (f1,..., f;). Let a; be the leading coefficient of f;,
and b the ideal generated by all the a;. Since R is Noetherian, b = (aq,...,a,) for
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some n by (IE3A). Then a,+1 = r1a1 + - - + rpa, with r; € R.
By construction, d; < d;41 for all 7. Set

fi=fop1 — (M fiX =0 gy f, X mdn ),
Then deg(f) < dp+1, so f € a,. Therefore, f,11 € a,, a contradiction. O

THEOREM (16.12) (Hilbert Basis). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, R a finitely
generated algebra. Then R’ is Noetherian.

PROOF: Say z1,...,z, generate R’ over R, and let P := R[X3,...,X,] be the
polynomial ring in r variables. Then P is Noetherian by (IEI) and induction
on r. Assigning z; to X; defines an R-algebra map P — R’, and obviously, it is
surjective. Hence R’ is Noetherian by (IBZ7). O

(16.13) (Noetherian modules). — We call a module M Noetherian if every sub-
module is finitely generated. In particular, a ring is Noetherian as a ring if and
only if it is Noetherian as a module, because its submodules are just the ideals.
We say the ascending chain condition (acc) is satisfied in M if every ascending
chain of submodules My C M; C --- stabilizes. We say the maximal condition
(maxc) is satisfied in M if every nonempty set of submodules contains ones maximal
under inclusion. It is simple to generalize (IBH): These conditions are equivalent:

(1) M is Noetherian; (2) acc is satisfied in M; (3) mazc is satisfied in M.
LEMMA (16.14). — Let R be a ring, M a module. Nested submodules My C Ms
of M are equal if both these equations hold:

MiNN=MANN and (M;+N)/N=(M,+ N)/N.

Proor: Given mg € My, there is my € My with n := mgo — my € N. Then
ne MyNN =M, NN. Hence my € M;. Thus M; = M. O

EXERCISE (IEIH). — Let 0 = L & M Zy N = 0 be a short exact sequence of
R-modules, and My, M two submodules of M. Prove or give a counterexample to
this statement: if 3(My) = B(Ms) and a~1(M;) = a~1(Ms), then My = My.

PROPOSITION (16.16). — Let R be a ring, M a module, N a submodule.
(1) Then M is finitely generated if N and M/N are finitely generated.
(2) Then M is Noetherian if and only if N and M /N are Noetherian.

PROOF: Assertion (1) is equivalent to (B28) owing to (B32).

To prove (2), first assume M is Noetherian. A submodule N’ of N is also a
submodule of M, so N’ is finitely generated; thus IV is Noetherian. A submodule of
M /N is finitely generated as its inverse image in M is so; thus M /N is Noetherian.

Conversely, assume N and M/N are Noetherian. Let P be a submodule of M.
Then PNN and (P+N)/N are finitely generated. But P/(PNN) = (P+N)/N
by (ER2). So (1) implies P is finitely generated. Thus M is Noetherian.

Here is a second proof of (2). First assume M is Noetherian. Then any ascending
chain in N is also a chain in M, so it stabilizes. And any chain in M/N is the image
of a chain in M, so it too stabilizes. Thus N and M/N are Noetherian.

Conversely, assume N and M/N are Noetherian. Given M; C My C --- C M,
both (MyNN) C (MyNN) C --- and (M;+N)/N C (My+N)/N C --- stabilize,
say M]ﬁN = Mj+1 NN =--- and (M]—FN)/N = (Mj+1 +N)/N= ---. Then
M; = M;41 =--- by (XA). Thus M is Noetherian. O
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COROLLARY (16.17). — Modules My, ..., M, are Noetherian if and only if their
direct sum My @ --- ® M, is Noetherian.

PROOF: The sequence 0 > My - M1 & (M ®---®M,) > My @ ---® M, — 0
is exact. So the assertion results from (IEIH)(2) by induction on r. O

EXERCISE (IBIR). — Let R be a ring, ay,...,a, ideals such that each R/a; is a
Noetherian ring. Prove (1) that @ R/a; is a Noetherian R-module, and (2) that,
if (N a; =0, then R too is a Noetherian ring.

THEOREM (16.19). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, and M a module. Then the
following conditions on M are equivalent:

(1) M is Noetherian; (2) M is finitely generated; (3) M is finitely presented.

PROOF: Assume (2). Then there is an exact sequence 0 - K — R* — M — 0.
Now, R" is Noetherian by (IGI4) and by (IGEIA). Hence K is finitely generated,
so (3) holds; further, (1) holds by (I&ETH)(2). Trivially, (1) or (3) implies (2). O
EXERCISE (IB20). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, M and N finitely generated
modules. Show that Hom(M, N) is finitely generated.

LEMMA (16.21) (Artin—Tate [M, Thm.1]). — Let R C R’ C R” be rings. Assume
that R is Noetherian, that R” /R is algebra finite, and that R" /R’ either is module
finite or is integral. Then R'/R is algebra finite.

PROOF: Since R”/R is algebra finite, so is R”/R’. Hence, the two conditions on
R”/R' are equivalent by (IMIZR).

Say x1,...,T, generate R” as an R-algebra, and y1,...,y, generate R’ as an
R’-module. Then there exist z;; € R’ and z;;; € R’ with
Ty = Ej ZijY;j and YiYy; = Zk ZijkYk- (16.21.1)

Let R{, be the R-algebra generated by the z; and the z;;;. Since R is Noetherian,
so is R, by the Hilbert Basis Theorem, (IEI2).

Any z € R” is a polynomial in the z; with coefficients in R. So (IBE=2ZI) implies
x is a linear combination of the y; with coefficients in Rj. Thus R”/Rj, is module
finite. But Ry is a Noetherian ring, and R’ is an Rj-submodule of R”. So R'/R} is
module finite by (IEIH). Since R /R is algebra finite, R’/ R is too. O

THEOREM (16.22) (Noether on Invariants). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, R’ an
algebra-finite extension, and G a finite group of R-automorphisms of R'. Then the
subring of invariants R'C is also algebra finite; in other words, every invariant can
be expressed as a polynomial in a certain finite number of “fundamental” invariants.

PrOOF: By (II22), R’ is integral over R'“. So (IEZT) yields the assertion. [J

(16.23) (Artin—Tate proof M, Thm. 2] of the Zariski Nullstellensatz (IEA)). —
In the setup of (IEA), take a transcendence base x1,...,x, of R/k. Then R is
integral over k(z1,...,z,) by definition of transcendence basis [B, (8.3), p. 526]. So
k(z1,...,z,) is algebra finite over k by (IB2M), say k(z1,...,z.)k[y1, ..., Ys]-

Suppose r > 1. Write y; = F;/G; with F;,G; € k[xy,...,2,]. Let H be an
irreducible factor of Gy -+ G5 + 1. Plainly H t G; for all i.

Say H! = P(y1,...,ys) where P is a polynomial. Then H=* = Q/(Gy ---G4)™
for some @ € k[z1,...,z,] and m > 1. But H 1 G; for all i, a contradiction. Thus
r =0. So (II2ZR) implies R/k is module finite, as desired.
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EXERCISE (IB22d). — Let R be a domain, R’ an algebra, and set K := Frac(R).
Assume R is Noetherian.

(1) [m, Thm.3] Assume R’ is a field containing R. Show R’'/R is algebra finite if
and only if K/R is algebra finite and R'/K is (module) finite.

(2) [m, bot. p.77] Let K’ D R be a field that embeds in R’. Assume R'/R is
algebra finite. Show K/R is algebra finite and K'/K is finite.

EXAMPLE (16.25). — Set § := /=5, set R := Z[d], and set p := (2, 1 + ). Let’s
prove that p is finitely presented and that pR, is free of rank 1 over R, for every
maximal ideal q of R, but that p is not free. Thus the equivalent conditions of
(I35T) do not imply that P is free.

Since Z is Noetherian and since R is generated over Z, the Hilbert Basis Theorem
(IET2) yields that R is Noetherian. So since p is generated by two elements,
(META) yields that p is finitely presented.

Recall from [B, pp. 417,421, 425] that p is maximal in R, but not principal. Now,
3 ¢ p; otherwise, 1 € pas2 € p, but p # R. So (1 —9)/3 € R,. Hence (1+9)R,
contains (1+46)(1—0)/3, or 2. So (1+J)R, = pR,. Since R, is a domain, the map
ti4s: Ry — pRy is injective, so bijective. Thus pR, is free of rank 1.

Let q be a maximal ideal distinct from p. Then p N (R — q) # 0; so, pRq = Ry
by (IIX14A)(2). Thus pR, is free of rank 1.

Finally, suppose p ~ R™. Set S := R — 0. Then S™'R is the fraction field, K
say, of R. So S™1p ~ K™. But the inclusion p < R yields an injection S~'p — K.
Hence S~'p == K, since S~'p is a nonzero K-vector space. Therefore, n = 1. So
p ~ R. Hence p is generated by one element. But p is not principal. So there is a
contradiction. Thus p is not free.

DEFINITION (16.26). — We say a module is Artinian or the descending chain
condition (dcc) is satisfied if every descending chain of submodules stabilizes.
We say the ring itself is Artinian if it is an Artinian module.
We say the minimal condition (minc) is satisfied in a module if every nonempty
set of submodules has a minimal member.

PROPOSITION (16.27). — Let My, ..., M,, M be modules, N a submodule of M.
(1) Then M is Artinian if and only if minc is satisfied in M.
(2) Then M is Artinian if and only if N and M /N are Artinian.
(3) Then My, ..., M, are Artinian if and only if My & --- & M, is Artinian.

PROOF: It is easy to adapt the proof of (IEA), the second proof of (IBEIH)(2),
and the proof of (IBETD). O

EXERCISE (IGZR). — Let k be a field, R an algebra. Assume that R is finite
dimensional as a k-vector space. Prove that R is Noetherian and Artinian.

EXERCISE (B29). — Let p be a prime number, and set M := Z[1/p]/Z C Q/Z.
Prove that any Z-submodule N C M is either finite or all of M. Deduce that M is
an Artinian Z-module, and that it is not Noetherian.

EXERCISE (IBE330). — Let R be an Artinian ring. Prove that R is a field if it is a
domain. Deduce that, in general, every prime ideal p of R is maximal.



17. Associated Primes

Given a module, a prime is associated to it if the prime is equal to the annihilator
of an element. Given a subset of the set of all associated primes, we prove there
is a submodule whose own associated primes constitute that subset. If the ring is
Noetherian, then the set of annihilators of elements has maximal members; we prove
the latter are prime, so associated. Then the union of all the associated primes is
the set of zerodivisors on the module. If also the module is finitely generated, then
the intersection is the set of nilpotents. Lastly, we prove there is then a finite chain
of submodules whose successive quotients are cyclic with prime annihilators; these
primes include all associated primes, which are, therefore, finite in number.

DEFINITION (17.1). — Let R be a ring, M a module. A prime ideal p is said to
be associated to M if there is a (nonzero) m € M with p = Ann(m). The set of
associated primes is denoted by Ass(M) or Assgp(M).

The primes that are minimal in Ass(M) are called the minimal primes of M;
the others, the embedded primes.

Warning: following a old custom, we mean by the associated primes of an
ideal a not those of a viewed as an abstract module, but rather those of R/a.

LEMMA (17.2). — Let R be a ring, M a module, and p a prime ideal. Then
p € Ass(M) if and only if there is an R-injection R/p — M.

PROOF: Assume p = Ann(m) with m € M. Define a map R — M by = — xm.
This map induces an R-injection R/p — M.

Conversely, suppose there is an R-injection R/p < M, and let m € M be the
image of 1. Then p = Ann(m), so p € Ass(M). O

PROPOSITION (17.3). — Let M be a module. Then Ass(M) C Supp(M).

PROOF: Let p € Assp(M). Say p = Ann(m). Then m/1 € M, is nonzero as no
x € (R —p) satisfies tm = 0. Thus M, # 0 and so p € Supp(M).

Alternatively, (CZ2) yields an R-injection R/p < M. It induces an injection
(R/p)p — M, by (CZ20). But (R/p), = Frac(R/p) by (TZ23). Thus M, #0. O

LEMMA (17.4). — Let R be a ring, p a prime ideal, m € R/p a nonzero element.
Then (1) Ann(m) =p and (2) Ass(R/p) = {p}.

Proor: To prove (1), say m is the residue of y € R. Let € R. Then xm = 0 if
and only if xy € p, so if and only if x € p, as p is prime and m # 0. Thus (1) holds.
Trivially, (1) implies (2). O

PROPOSITION (17.5). — Let M be a module, N a submodule. Then
Ass(N) C Ass(M) C Ass(N) U Ass(M/N).

ProoOF: Take m € N. Then the annihilator of m is the same whether m is
regarded as an element of N or of M. So Ass(N) C Ass(M).

Let p € Ass(M). Then (ICZ2) yields an R-injection R/p — M. Denote its image
by E. If EN N = 0, then the composition R/p — M — M/N is injective; hence,
p € Ass(M/N) by (IC2). Else, take a nonzero m € ENN. Then Ann(m) = p by
(C=A) (1). Thus p € Ass(N). O
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EXERCISE (CZH). — Given modules My, ..., M, set M := M, & --- ® M,.. Prove
Ass(M) = Ass(My) U---U Ass(M,).

EXERCISE (CZA). — Take R :=Z and M := Z/(2) ® Z. Find Ass(M) and find
two submodules L, N C M with L + N = M but Ass(L) U Ass(N) G Ass(M).

EXERCISE (CZR). — If a prime p is sandwiched between two primes in Ass(M),
is p necessarily in Ass(M) too?

PROPOSITION (17.9). — Let M be a module, and ¥ a subset of Ass(M). Then
there is a submodule N of M with Ass(M/N) =V and Ass(N) = Ass(M) — 0.

PRrROOF: Given submodules Ny of M totally ordered by inclusion, set N := | N,.
Given p € Ass(N), say p = Ann(m). Then m € N, for some A; so p € Ass(Vy).
Conversely, Ass(Ny) C Ass(N) for all A by (CZH). Thus Ass(N) = |J Ass(Ny).

So we may apply Zorn’s Lemma to obtain a submodule N of M that is maximal
with Ass(N) C Ass(M) — ¥. By (ICCH), it suffices to show that Ass(M/N) C 0.

Take p € Ass(M/N). Then M/N has a submodule N’/N isomorphic to R/p by
(TZ2). So Ass(N') C Ass(N) U {p} by (ICZ3F) and (CZA)(2). Now, N’ 2 N and
N is maximal with Ass(N) C Ass(M) — ¥. Hence p € Ass(N') C Ass(M), but
p ¢ Ass(M) — ¥. Thus p € 0. O

PROPOSITION (17.10). — Let R be a ring, S a multiplicative subset, M a module,
and p a prime ideal. If pN S =0 and p € Ass(M), then S~1p € Ass(S™TM); the
converse holds if p is finitely generated.

PROOF: Assume p € Ass(M). Then (CZ2A) yields an injection R/p — M. It
induces an injection S~ (R/p) — S~ M by (CZ=2m). But S~ Y(R/p) = ST'R/S™p
by (IZ=22). Assume p NS = () also. Then pS~! R is prime by (CX9)(3)(b). But
pS~'R = S~1p by (Z2A). Thus S~ 'p € Ass(S~1M).

Conversely, assume S™1p € Ass(S~'M). Then there are m € M and t € S with
S~lp = Ann(m/t). Say p = (x1,...,2,). Fix i. Then z;m/t = 0. So there is
s; € S with s;z;m = 0. Set s :=[]s;. Then x; € Ann(sm). Thus p C Ann(sm).

Take b € Ann(sm). Then bsm/st = 0. So b/1 € S~1p. So b € p by (IITH)(1)(a)
and (CTTH)(3)(a). Thus p D Ann(sm). So p = Ann(sm). Thus p € Ass(M).

Finally, pN .S = () by (I=20)(2), as S~ 'p is prime. O

EXERCISE (ICZID). — Let R be a ring, and suppose R, is a domain for every
prime p. Prove every associated prime of R is minimal.

LEMMA (17.12). — Let R be a ring, M a module, and p an ideal. Suppose p is
mazimal in the set of annihilators of nonzero elements m of M. Then p € Ass(M).

PROOF: Say p := Ann(m) with m # 0. Then 1 ¢ p as m # 0. Now, take b,c € R
with bc € p, but ¢ ¢ p. Then bemn = 0, but em # 0. Plainly, p C Ann(em). So
p = Ann(em) by maximality. But b € Ann(em), so b € p. Thus p is prime. O

PROPOSITION (17.13). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, M a module. Then M =0
if and only if Ass(M) = ().

PRrROOF: Obviously, if M = 0, then Ass(M) = (. Conversely, suppose M # 0.
Let 8 be the set of annihilators of nonzero elements of M. Then 8§ has a maximal
element p by (IHH). By (CZIA), p € Ass(M). Thus Ass(M) # 0. O
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DEFINITION (17.14). — Let R be a ring, M a module, x € R. We say z is a
zerodivisor on M if there is a nonzero m € M with xm = 0; otherwise, we say x
is a nonzerodivisor. We denote the set of zerodivisors by z.div(M).

PROPOSITION (17.15). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, M a module. Then
Zle<M) = UpGAss(M) p.

PRrROOF: Given z € z.div(M), say am = 0 where m € M and m # 0. Then
x € Ann(m). But Ann(m) is contained in an ideal p that is maximal among
annihilators of nonzero elements because of (IBH); hence, p € Ass(M) by (ICZT2).
Thus z.div(M) C Jp. The opposite inclusion results from the definitions. O

EXERCISE (ICZIH). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, M a module, N a submodule,
x € R. Show that, if z ¢ p for any p € Ass(M/N), then M NN = zN.

LEMMA (17.17). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, M a module. Then
Supp(M) = UqEAss(]\/I) V(C]) ) ASS(M)
PROOF: Let p be a prime. Then R, is Noetherian by (IE) as R is. So M, # 0
if and only if Assg, (M) # 0 by (IZI3). But R is Noetherian; so Assg, (M,) # 0
if and only if there is g € Ass(M) with gN(R—p) = 0, or g C p, owing to (I=20)(2)
and (CZ10). Thus p € Supp(M) if and only if p € V(q) for some q € Ass(M). O

THEOREM (17.18). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, M a module, p € Supp(M).
Then p contains some q € Ass(M); if p is minimal in Supp(M), then p € Ass(M).

Proor: By (CZXA@), q exists. Also, g € Supp(M); so q = p if p is minimal. O

THEOREM (17.19). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, and M a finitely generated
module. Then

nil(M) = ﬂpeASS(M) p.
PROOF: Since M is finitely generated, nil(M) = (\,cgupp(ar) P by (I32). Since
R is Noetherian, given p € Supp(M), there is q € Ass(M) with q C p by (IZZI@).
The assertion follows. (]

LEMMA (17.20). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, M a finitely generated module.
Then there exists a chain of submodules
O=MycCcM,C---CM,_1CM, =M
with M;/M;_1 ~ R/p; for some prime p; for i =1,...,n. For any such chain,
Ass(M) C {p1,...,pn} C Supp(M). (17.20.1)
PrOOF: Among all submodules of M having such a chain, there is a maximal
submodule N by (IETH) and (IBEXA). Suppose M/N # 0. Then by (CZIA), the
quotient M/N contains a submodule N’/N isomorphic to R/p for some prime p.
Then N ; N’, contradicting maximality. Hence N = M. Thus a chain exists.

The first inclusion of (CZ2) follows by induction from (ICZH) and (CZ3A)(2).
Now, p; € Supp(R/p;) owing to (F2Z23). Thus (C32A)(1) yields (C2mm). O

THEOREM (17.21). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, and M a finitely generated
module. Then the set Ass(M) is finite.

PROOF: The assertion follows directly from (ICZZ20). O
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EXERCISE (C22). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, a an ideal. Prove the primes
minimal containing a are associated to a. Prove such primes are finite in number.

EXERCISE (C23). — Take R := Z and M := Z in (CZ20). Determine when a
chain 0 C M; G M is acceptable, and show that then py ¢ Ass(M).

EXERCISE (CZ24). — Take R :=Z and M := Z/(12) in (C20). Find all three
acceptable chains, and show that, in each case, {p;} = Ass(M).

PROPOSITION (17.25). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, and M and N finitely
generated modules. Then

Ass(Hom(M, N)) = Supp(M) () Ass(N).

PROOF: Take p € Ass(Hom(M,N)). Then (IZ2) yields an injective R-map
R/p — Hom(M, N). Set k(p) := Frac(R/p). Then k(p) = (R/pR), by (IT23).
Now, M is finitely presented by (IBEIH) as R is Noetherian; hence,

Hom(M, N), = Hompg, (M, N,) (17.25.1)
by (I22H)(2). Therefore, by exactness, localizing yields an injection
@: k(p) — Hompg, (M, Ny).

Thus M, # 0; so p € Supp(M).

For any m € M, with ¢(1)(m) # 0, the map k(p) — N, given by = — ¢(x)(m)
is nonzero, so an injection. But k(p) = R,/pR, by (Z22). Hence by (CL2), we
have pR, € Ass(N,). Thus also p € Ass(IV) by (ICZIM).

Conversely, take p € Supp(M) N Ass(N). Then M, # 0. So by Nakayama’s
Lemma, M,/pM, is a nonzero vector space over k(p). Take any nonzero R-map
M,/pM, — k(p), precede it by the canonical map M, — M,/pM,, and follow
it by an R-injection k(p) — N,; the latter exists by ([CZ2) and (CZIW) since
p € Ass(N). We obtain a nonzero element of Homg, (M, N, ), annihilated by pR,,.
But pR, is maximal, so is the entire annihilator. So pR, € Ass(Home (M,, Np)).
Hence p € Ass(Hom(M, N)) by (ICZ251) and (ICZIM). O

EXERCISE (2ZH). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, a an ideal, and M a finitely
generated module. Show that the following conditions are equivalent:
(1) V(a) N Ass(M) = 0;
(2) Hom(N, M) = 0 for all finitely generated modules N with Supp(N) C V(a)
(3) Hom(N, M) = 0 for some finitely generated module N with Supp(N) = V(a)
(4) a ¢ z.div(M); that is, there is a nonzerodivisor  on M in a;
(5) a ¢ p for any p € Ass(M).

bl
)

PROPOSITION (17.27). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, p a prime, M a finitely
generated module, and z,y € p nonzerodivisors on M. Then p € Ass(M/xM) if
and only if p € Ass(M/yM).

PROOF: Form the sequence 0 — K — M/zM “% M/zM with K := Ker(py).
Apply the functor Hom(R/p, e) to that sequence, and get the following one:
0 — Hom(R/p, K) — Hom(R/p, M /M) £ Hom(R/p, M/xM).
It is exact by (BEIR). But y € p; so the right-hand map vanishes. Thus
Hom(R/p, K) = Hom(R/p, M/xzM).



Associated Primes (17.27) 105

Form the following commutative diagram with exact rows:
0— M2 M — M/zM — 0

w| | ]

0— M2 M — M/zM — 0
The Snake Lemma (6-I3) yields an exact sequence 0 — K — M/yM 22 M/yM as
Ker(yuy) = 0. Hence, similarly, Hom(R/p, K) - Hom(R/p, M/yM). Therefore,
Hom(R/p, M/yM) = Hom(R/p, M/xM). (17.27.1)
Finally, p € Supp(R/p) by (E321)(3). Thus (CZ2H) yields the assertion. O



18. Primary Decomposition

Primary decomposition of a submodule generalizes factorization of an integer
into powers of primes. A submodule is called primary if the quotient module has
only one associated prime. We characterize these submodules in various ways over
a Noetherian ring, emphasizing the case of ideals. A primary decomposition is a
representation of a submodule as a finite intersection of primary submodules. The
decomposition is called irredundant, or minimal, if it cannot be shorthened. We
consider several illustrative examples in a polynomial ring.

Then we prove existence and uniqueness theorems for a proper submodule of a
finitely generated module over a Noetherian ring. The celebrated Lasker—Noether
Theorem asserts the existence of an irredundant primary decomposition. The First
Uniqueness Theorem asserts the uniqueness of the primes that arise; they are just
the associated primes of the quotient. The Second Uniqueness Theorem asserts
the uniqueness of the primary components whose primes are minimal among these
associated primes; the other primary components may vary.

DEFINITION (18.1). — Let R be aring, M a module, @ a submodule. If Ass(M/Q)
consists of a single prime p, we say @) is primary or p-primary in M.

EXAMPLE (18.2). — A prime p is p-primary, as Ass(R/p) = {p} by (CZA)(2).

PROPOSITION (18.3). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, M a finitely generated mod-
ule, Q a submodule. If Q is p-primary, then p = nil(M/Q).

PRrOOF: The assertion holds as nil(M/Q) = Nyeass(m/q) 4 by (TZTH). O

THEOREM (18.4). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, M a nonzero finitely generated
module, @ a submodule. Set p :=nil(M/Q). Then these conditions are equivalent:
(1) p is prime and Q is p-primary. (2) p =2zdiv(M/Q).
(3) Given x € R and m € M with xm € Q but m ¢ Q, necessarily x € p.

PRroOOF: Recall p = (¢ ass(a1/q) 9 by (TCI), and z.div(M/Q) = Uyeass(ar/q) 9
by (CZIH). Thus p C z.div(M/Q).

Further, (2) holds if Ass(M/Q) = {p}, that is, if (1) holds.

Conversely, if z € q € Ass(M/Q), but « ¢ q € Ass(M/Q), then = ¢ p, but
x € z.div(M/Q); hence, (2) implies (1). Thus (1) and (2) are equivalent.

Clearly, (3) means every zerodivisor on M/Q is nilpotent, or p D z.div(M/Q).
But the opposite inclusion always holds. Thus (2) and (3) are equivalent. O

COROLLARY (18.5). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, and q a proper ideal. Set
p = /q. Then q is primary in R if and only if, given x,y € R with xy € q but
x & q, necessarily y € p; if so, then p is prime and q is p-primary.

ProoF: Clearly ¢ = Ann(R/q). Sop = nil(R/q). So the assertions result directly
from (IXZ) and ([X3). O

EXERCISE (IEE). — Let R be a ring, and p = (p) a principal prime generated by
a nonzerodivisor p. Show every positive power p™ is p-primary. Show conversely, if
R is Noetherian, then every p-primary ideal q is equal to some power p™.
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EXERCISE (BZA). — Let k be a field, and k[X,Y] the polynomial ring. Let a be
the ideal (X2, XY). Show a is not primary, but /a is prime. Show a satisfies this
condition: ab € a implies a® € a or b? € a.

EXERCISE (IZR). — Let ¢: R — R’ be a homomorphism of Noetherian rings, and
q C R’ a p-primary ideal. Show that ¢~'q C R is ¢ 'p-primary. Show that the
converse holds if ¢ is surjective.

PROPOSITION (18.9). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, M a finitely generated mod-

ule, Q a submodule. Set p := nil(M/Q). If p is mazimal, then Q is p-primary.
PROOF: Since p = (\;cass(ar/q)q by (CLIH), if p is maximal, then p = q for

any q € Ass(M/Q), or {p} = Ass(M/Q), as desired. O

COROLLARY (18.10). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, q an ideal. Set p :=./q. If
p is maximal, then q is p-primary.

PROOF: Since p = nil(R/q), the assertion is a special case of (IX4). O

COROLLARY (18.11). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, m a maximal ideal. An ideal
q is m-primary if and only if there exists n > 1 such that m™ C q C m.

PrOOF: The condition m™ C q C m just means that m := /q by (8=33). So the
assertion results from (B3A) and (CZIW). O

LEMMA (18.12). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, p a prime ideal, M a module. Let
Q1 and Q3 be p-primary submodules; set QQ := Q1 N Qz. Then Q is p-primary.

ProOF: Form the canonical map M — M/Q1 ® M/Q2. Its kernel is @, so it
induces an injection M/Q — M/Q1 & M/Q2. Hence (CZI3) and (ICZH) yield
0 # Ass(M/Q) C Ass(M/Q1) U Ass(M/Q5).
Since the latter two sets are each equal to {p}, so is Ass(M/Q), as desired. O

(18.13) (Primary decomposition). — Let R be a ring, M a module, and N a
submodule. A primary decomposition of N is a decomposition

N=@Q;N---NQ, with the Q; primary.
We call the decomposition irredundant or minimal if these conditions hold:
(1) N # ;4 @, or equivalently, (., Q; ¢ Q; fori=1,...,r.
(2) Say Q; is p;-primary for ¢ = 1,...,r. Then p1,...,p, are distinct.
If so, then we call Q; the p;-primary component of the decomposition.
If R is Noetherian, then owing to (IRI3), any primary decomposition can be

made irredundant by intersecting all the primary submodules with the same prime
and then discarding those of them that are not needed.

EXAMPLE (18.14). — Let k be a field, R := k[X,Y] the polynomial ring. Set
a:= (X2, XY). Below, it is proved that, for any n > 1,

a=(X)N(X?% XY, Y") = (X)N (X2 Y). (18.14.1)
Here (X2, XY, Y™) and (X2, Y) contain (X, Y)"; so they are (X, Y)-primary by
(IxTm). Thus (IXIE) gives infinitely many primary decompositions of a. They

are clearly irredundant. Note: the (X, Y)-primary component is not unique!
Plainly, a C (X) and a C(X2, XY, Y") C (X2, Y). Tosee a D (X) N (X2, Y),
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take F € (X) N (X2 Y). Then F = GX = AX? + BY where A, B,G € R. Then
X(G—AX)=BY. So X | B. Say B=B'X. Then F = AX?+ B'XY € a.

EXAMPLE (18.15). — Let k be a field, R := k[X,Y] the polynomial ring, a € k.
Set a := (X2, XY). Define an automorphism o of Rby X ++ X and Y +— aX +Y.
Then « preserves a and (X), and carries (X2, Y) onto (X2, aX +Y). So (IEIA)
implies that a = (X) N (X2 aX 4 Y) is an irredundant primary decomposition.
Moreover, if a # b, then (X?, aX+Y, bX+Y) = (X, Y). Thus two (X, Y)-primary
components are not always contained in a third, although their intersection is one
by (IXTI3A).

EXAMPLE (18.16). — Let k be a field, P := k[X,Y, Z] the polynomial ring. Set
R := P/(XZ —Y?). Let z,y,z be the residues of X,Y,Z in R. Set p := (z,y).
Clearly p? = (22, 2y,y?) = x(x,y,z). Let’s show that p? = (z) N (22,y,2) is an
irredundant primary decomposition.
First note the inclusions z(z,y, z) C (x) N (x,y,2)? C (z) N (22,y, 2).
Conversely, given f € (z) N (22, y, z), represent f by GX with G € P. Then

GX =AX?4+BY +CZ+D(XZ~-Y? with A,B,C,D¢cP.

So (G — AX)X = B'Y + C'Z with B',C" € P. Say G — AX = A” + B"Y +C"Z
with A” € k[X] and B”,C" € P. Then

A'X = -B"XY —C"XZ+BY +C'Z= (B —B'X)Y + (C' — C"X)Z;

whence, A” = 0. Therefore, GX € X(X,Y, Z). Thus p? =(z) N (22, y, 2).

The ideal (z) is (z,y)-primary in R by (IZ3R). Indeed, the preimage in P of
(r) is (X, Y?) and of (z,y) is (X, Y). Further, (X, Y?) is (X, Y)-primary, as
under the map ¢: P — k[Y, Z] with p(X) = 0, clearly (X, Y?) = ¢=1(Y?) and
(X, Y) = ¢ H{Y); moreover, (Y?) is (Y)-primary by (IEH), or by (IXH).

Finally (x,y,2)? C (22,y,2) C (z,y,2) and (z,y, z) is maximal. So (2%, y, z) is
(x,y, z)-primary by ([XIM).

Thus p? = (z) N (22,y,2) is a primary decomposition. It is clearly irredundant.
Moreover, (z) is the p-primary component of p.

EXERCISE (IETdW). — Let k be a field, R := k[X,Y, Z] be the polynomial ring.
Set a:= (XY, X —YZ), set q1 := (X, Z) and set q2 := (Y?, X — Y Z). Show that
a = g1 N g2 and that this expression is an irredundant primary decomposition.

EXERCISE (IEIR). — Let R := R’ x R"” be a product of two domains. Find an
irredundant primary decomposition of (0).

LEMMA (18.19). — Let R be a ring, M a module, N = Q1N ---NQ, a primary
decomposition in M. Say Q; is p;-primary fori=1,...,r. Then

Ass(M/N) C {p1,...,p+}. (18.19.1)

If equality holds and if p1, . .., p, are distinct, then the decomposition is irredundant;
the converse holds if R is Noetherian.

PROOF: Since N = () Q;, the canonical map is injective: M/N — @ M/Q;. So
(1) and (W) yield Ass(M/N) C |JAss(M/Q;). Thus (IEZTI) holds.

IEN=Qan---NQ,, then Ass(M/N) C {pa,...,p,} too. Thus if equality holds
in (IXT9) and if py,...,p, are distinct, then N = Q1 N--- N Q, is irredundant.

Conversely, assume N = @Q1N---NQ, is irredundant. Given i, set P; := ﬂj# Qj;.
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Then P;NQ; = N and P;/N # 0. Consider these two canonical injections:
P,/N — M/Q; and P;/N < M/N.

Assume R is Noetherian. Then Ass(P;/N) # () by (CZI3). So the first injection
yields Ass(P;/N) = {p;} by (ICCH); then the second yields p; € Ass(M/N). Thus
Ass(M/N) 2 {p1,...,p,}, and (IETI) yields equality, as desired. O

THEOREM (18.20) (First Uniqueness). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, and M a
module. Let N = Q1 N---NQ, be an irredundant primary decomposition in M ; say
Q; is p;-primary fori=1,...,r. Then py,...,p, are uniquely determined; in fact,
they are just the distinct associated primes of M/N.

PRrROOF: The assertion is just part of (IETH). O

THEOREM (18.21) (Lasker—Noether). — Owver a Noetherian ring, each proper sub-
module of a finitely generated module has an irredundant primary decomposition.

PROOF: Let M be the module, N the submodule. By (CZZ2W), M /N has finitely
many distinct associated primes, say p1,...,p,. Owing to (ICZA), for each 4, there
is a p;-primary submodule Q; of M with Ass(Q;/N) = Ass(M/N) — {p;}. Set
P :=(Q;. Fixi. Then P/N C Q;/N. So Ass(P/N) C Ass(Q;/N) by (CLH). But
i is arbitrary. Hence Ass(P/N) = ). Therefore, P/N = 0 by (ICZIA). Finally, the
decomposition N = (] Q; is irredundant by (IZT9). O

EXERCISE (IB22). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, a an ideal, and M a finitely
generated module. Consider the following submodule of M:

Lo(M) :=U,>{meM[a"m=0}.

(1) For any decomposition 0 = ()@Q; with Q; p;-primary, show I'a(M) = ,,, Q:-
(By convention, if a C p; for all ¢, then ﬂa¢pi Q=M.

(2) Show I'q(M) is the set of all m € M such that m/1 € M, vanishes for every
prime p with a ¢ p. (Thus I'y(M) is the set of all m whose support lies in V(a).)

LEMMA (18.23). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, S a multiplicative subset, p a
prime ideal, M a module, and Q a p-primary submodule. If SNp # 0, then
S™T1Q = S7'M and Q° = M. If SNy = 0, then ST'Q is S~ p-primary and
Q% =¢5'(57'Q) = Q.

PRrROOF: Every prime of S™!'R is of the form S~!q where q is a prime of R with
SNgq=0 by (I=2m)(2) and (C22). And S~'q € Ass(S~H(M/Q)) if and only if
q € Ass(M/Q), that is, g = p, by (ICZ1M).

However, S~Y(M/Q) = S™1M/S~1Q by (2Z=2M). Therefore, if SN p # 0, then
Ass(STTM/S71Q) = 0; whence, (CZI3) yields S™*M/S71Q = 0. Otherwise, if
SNp =0, then Ass(S~*M/S~1Q) = {S~'p}; whence, S71Q is S~!p-primary.

Finally, Q% = ¢3! (S7'Q) by (IZT@)(3). So if S~'Q = S~'M, then Q° = M.
Now, suppose S Np = (). Given m € Q¥, there is s € S with sm € Q. But s ¢ p.
Further, p = z.div(M/Q) owing to (ICZIH). Therefore, m € Q. Thus Q° C Q.
But Q° D Qas 1€ S. Thus Q° = Q. |

PROPOSITION (18.24). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, S a multiplicative subset,
M a finitely generated module. Let N = Q1 N---NQ, C M be an irredundant
primary decomposition. Say Q; 1is p;-primary for all i, and S Np; = O just for
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1 < h. Then
STIN=S"1Q:n---NS7'QL,Cc S 'M and N°=Q:N---NQrC M
are irredundant primary decompositions.

PROOF: By (CZX2)(4)(b), S7IN = S71Q:N---NS~1Q,. Further, by (IZ23),
S71Q; is S~ 'ps-primary for ¢ < h, and S7'Q; = ST'M for i > h. Therefore,
STIN =8571Q,Nn---NS~Qy is a primary decomposition.

It is irredundant by (IE™). Indeed, Ass(S™*M/S™IN){S~ 1 py,..., S 1ps} by
an argument like that in the first part of (IZ=23). Further, S~pi,..., S 1p, are
distinct by (II=20)(2) as the p; are distinct.

Apply apgl to STIN = S71Q; N --- N S71Q,. Owing to (C2ZX)(3), we get
N9 =Q7N---NQ5. But Q7 = Q; by (IEZA). So N = Q1 N---NQy, is a primary
decomposition. It is irredundant as, clearly, (IZT3)(1) and (2) hold for it, since
they hold for N =Q1N---NQ,. O

THEOREM (18.25) (Second Uniqueness). — Let R be a ring, M a module, N a
submodule. Assume R is Noetherian and M is finitely generated. Letp be a minimal
prime of M/N. Then, in any irredundant primary decomposition of N in M, the
p-primary component Q is uniquely determined; in fact, Q = N° where S := R—yp.

ProOF: In (IXZA), take S := R —p. Then h =1 as p is minimal. d

EXERCISE (IB2H). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, M a finitely generated module,
N a submodule. Prove N = (¢ xs5(21/n) ©p H(Np).

EXERCISE (IE=2ZA). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, p a prime. Its nth symbolic
power p(™ is defined as the saturation (p™)° where S := R — p.

(1) Show p(™ is the p-primary component of p™.

(2) Show p(™*™) is the p-primary component of p(™p(™),

(3) Show p(™ = p” if and only if p™ is p-primary.

(4) Given a p-primary ideal q, show q D p(™) for all large n.
EXERCISE (IRZZR). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, (0) = q1N- - -Ng,, an irredundant
primary decomposition. Set p; := /q; fori =1,...,n.

(1) Suppose p; is minimal for some i. Show q; = pET') for all large 7.

(2) Suppose p; is not minimal for some i. Show that replacing q; by pz(»T) for large
r gives infinitely many distinct irredundant primary decompositions of (0).

THEOREM (18.29) (Krull Intersection). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, a an ideal,
and M a finitely generated module. Set N := (1),~qa" M. Then there exists v € a
such that (1+z)N = 0.

PrOOF: By (IBEIH), N is finitely generated. So the desired x € a exists by
(mx3) provided N = aN. Clearly N D aN. To prove N C alN, use (IXZZT): take
a decomposition aN = (| Q; with Q; p;-primary. Fix i. If there’s a € a — p;, then
aN C Q;, and so (IEA) yields N C Q;. If a C p;, then there’s n; with a™ M C Q;
by (IB3) and (BZ32A), and so again N C @;. Thus N C (Q; = aN, as desired. O

EXERCISE (IB330). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, m C rad(R) an ideal, M a
finitely generated module, and M’ a submodule. Considering M/M’, show that

M’ = so(m" M + M),
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EXAMPLE (18.31) (Another non-Noetherian ring). — Let R denote the ring of
C™ functions on the real line, m the ideal of all f € R that vanish at the origin.
Note that m is maximal, as f — f(0) defines an isomorphism R/m —== R.

Let f € R and n > 1. Then, Taylor’s Theorem yields

(n—1)
F@) = FO)+ f/(O)z + -+ Lo Dant 4 g, ()
where  f,(z) := fol (1(:_):; ) (xt) dt.
Here f, is C™ too, since we can differentiate under the integral sign by [H, (7.1),
p.276]. So, if f € m, then f(x) = xfi(x). Thus m C (z). But, obviously, m D (z).
Hence m = (z). Therefore, m"™ = (z™)

If the first n — 1 derivatives of f vanish at 0, then Taylor’s Theorem yields
f € (™). Conversely, assume f(z) = z"¢g(z) for some g € R. By Leibniz’s Rule,

) (z) = Z?:o (1;_) (ni'r;il)!xn—j-&-lg(k—j)(m),

Hence f(*) vanishes at 0 if n > k. Thus (™) consists of the f € R whose first n — 1
derivatives vanish at 0. But (2") = m"™. Thus (1,,~,m" consists of those f € R all
of whose derivatives vanish at 0. -

There is a well-known nonzero C*°-function all of whose derivatives vanish at 0:

h(z) = {6%2 ifo#0,
0 if x =0;
see @, Ex. 7, p.82]. Thus (,,»,m" # 0.

Given g € m, let’s show (1 + g)h # 0. Since ¢g(0) = 0 and g is continuous, there
is & > 0 such that |g(x)| < 1/2 if |x| < §. Hence 1 + g(z) > 1/2 if || < §. Hence
(1+g(2))h(z) > (1/2)h(z) > 0if 0 < |z| < 6. Thus (14 g)((\m™) # 0. Thus the
Krull Intersection Theorem (IB=2M) fails for R, and so R is non-Noetherian.




19. Length

The length of a module is a generalization of the dimension of a vector space.
The length is the number of links in a composition series, which is a finite chain
of submodules whose successive quotients are simple —that is, their only proper
submodules are zero. Our main result is the Jordan—Holder Theorem: any two
composition series do have the same length and even the same successive quotients;
further, their annihilators are just the primes in the support of the module, and the
module is equal to the product of its localizations at these primes. Consequently,
the length is finite if and only if the module is both Artinian and Noetherian. We
also prove the Akizuki-Hopkins Theorem: a ring is Artinian if and only if it is
Noetherian and every prime is maximal. Consequently, a ring is Artinian if and
only if its length is finite; if so, then it is the product of Artinian local rings.

(19.1) (Length). — Let R be a ring, and M a module. We call M simple if it is
nonzero and its only proper submodule is 0. We call a chain of submodules,

M=My>M; D ---DM,,=0 (1911)

a composition series of length m if each successive quotient M;_1/M; is simple.
Finally, we define the length ¢(M) to be the infimum of all those lengths:

O(M) :=inf{m | M has a composition series of length m }. (19.1.2)

By convention, if M has no composition series, then (M) := oo. Further, {(M) =0
if and only if M = 0.

For example, if R is a field, then M is a vector space and {(M) = dimg(M).
Also, the chains in (ICCZA) are composition series, but those in (ICCZZ3) are not.

EXERCISE (TI2A). — Let R be a ring, M a module. Prove these statements:

(1) If M is simple, then any nonzero element m € M generates M.

(2) M is simple if and only if M ~ R/m for some maximal ideal m, and if so,
then m = Ann(M).

(3) If M has finite length, then M is finitely generated.

THEOREM (19.3) (Jordan-Holder). — Let R be a ring, and M a module with a
composition series (CLI). Then any chain of submodules can be refined to a
composition series, and every composition series is of the same length ¢(M). Also,

Supp(M) = {m € Spec(R) | m = Ann(M;_,/M;) for some i };
the m € Supp(M) are mazimal; there is a canonical isomorphism
M —== HmESupp(M) M
and €(My,) is equal to the number of i with m = Ann(M;_1/M;).

Proor: First, let M’ be a proper submodule of M. Let’s show that
(M) < U(M). (19.3.1)
To do so, set M/ := M; " M'. Then M/_, N M; = M]. So
Mi_y /M = (M{_y + M;)/M; C M;—1/M;.
112
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Since M;_1/M; is simple, either M!_,/M! =0, or M]_,/M! = M;_1/M; and so
Mi/fl + M; = M;_. (193.2)

If (332) holds and if M; € M’, then M;_1 C M'. Hence, if (L=32A) holds for
all 4, then M C M’, a contradiction. Therefore, there is an ¢ with M/_,/M] = 0.
Now, M’ = M§ > --- D M}, = 0. Omit M/ whenever M/_,/M/ = 0. Thus M’ has
a composition series of length strictly less than m. Therefore, £(M') < m for any
choice of (CLT). Thus (=) holds.

Next, given a chain Ny 2 --- 2 N,, = 0, let’s prove n < £(M) by induction on
LM). If (M) = 0, then M = 0; so also n = 0. Assume ¢(M) > 1. If n = 0,
then we're done. If n > 1, then £(Ny) < (M) by (TI=3M); so n — 1 < £(Ny) by
induction. Thus n < ¢(M).

If N;_1/N; is not simple, then there is N' with N;_; 2 N’ 2 N;. The new chain
can have length at most ¢(M) by the previous paragraph. Repeating, we can refine
the given chain into a composition series in at most £(M) — n steps.

Suppose the given chain is a composition series. Then (M) < n by ([CLI2).
But we proved n < £(M) above. Thus n = ¢(M), and the first assertion is proved.

To proceed, fix a prime p. Exactness of Localization, (C2Z220), yields this chain:

My, = (Mo)p D (My)p D -++ D (M), = 0. (19.3.3)
Now, consider a maximal ideal m. If p = m, then (R/m), ~ R/m by (IZA) and
(). If p # m, then there is s € m — p; so (R/m), =
Set m; := Ann(M;_1/M;). So M;_1/M; ~ R/m; and m; is maximal by (IXC2A)(2).
Then Exactness of Localization yields (M;—1/M;), = (M;—1)p/(M;),. Hence

0, if p # my;

(Mi—1)p/(Mi)y {Mi—l/Mi ~ R/m;, ifp=m,.

Thus Supp(M) = {my,...,m,}.
If we omit the duplicates from the chain (I¥33), then we get a composition
series from the (M;), with M;_/M; ~ R/p. Thus the number of such ¢ is £(M,).
Finally, consider the canonical map ¢: M — Hmesupp(M) M. To prove ¢ is an
isomorphism, it suffices, by (IEZZ3A), to prove ¢, is for each maximal ideal p. Now,
localization commutes with finite product by (ICZTM). Therefore,

op: My — ([ Mm)p = [ (M) = M,
as (Mw)p =0 if m # p and (M), = M, if m = p by the above. Thus ¢, =1. O
EXERCISE (TLA). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, M a finitely generated module.

Prove the equivalence of the following three conditions:

(1) that M has finite length;
(2) that Supp(M) consists entirely of maximal ideals;
(3) that Ass(M) consists entirely of maximal ideals.

Prove that, if the conditions hold, then Ass(M) and Supp(M) are equal and finite.
EXERCISE (CLH). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, q a p-primary ideal. Consider

chains of primary ideals from ¢ to p. Show (1) all such chains have length at most
0(A)—1 where A := (R/q), and (2) all maximal chains have length exactly £(A)—1.

COROLLARY (19.6). — A module M is both Artinian and Noetherian if and only
if M is of finite length.
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PROOF: Any chain M D Ng 2 --- 2 N,, = 0 has n < £(M) by the Jordan-Hélder
Theorem, (CLA). So if (M) < oo, then M satisfies both the dcc and the acc.
Conversely, assume M is both Artinian and Noetherian. Form a chain as follows.
Set My := M. For i > 1, if M;_1 # 0, take a maximal M; ; M;_1 by the maxc.
By the dcc, this recursion terminates. Then the chain is a composition series. [

EXAMPLE (19.7). — Any simple Z-module is finite owing to (ICA)(2). Hence, a
Z-module is of finite length if and only if it is finite. In particular, ¢(Z) = co.

Of course, Z is Noetherian, but not Artinian.

Let p € Z be a prime, and set M := Z[l/p]/Z. Then M is an Artinian Z-module,
but not Noetherian by (IE2H). Since M is infinite, /(M) = co.

EXERCISE (CLR). — Let k be a field, R an algebra-finite extension. Prove that R
is Artinian if and only if R is a finite-dimensional k-vector space.

THEOREM (19.9) (Additivity of Length). — Let M be a module, and M’ a sub-
module. Then £(M) =£L(M") + ¢(M/M’).

PrOOF: If M has a composition series, then the Jordan—Ho6lder Theorem yields
another one of the form M = My D --- D M’ D --- D M,, = 0. The latter
yields a pair of composition series: M/M' = My/M' > --- D M'/M’ = 0 and
M' > .-+ D> M,, =0. Conversely, every such pair arises from a unique composition
series in M through M’. Therefore, ¢(M) < oo if and only if ¢(M/M’) < co and
(M’) < oo; furthermore, if so, then ¢(M) = £(M') + £(M/M'), as desired. O

EXERCISE (CLIO). — Let & be a field, A a local k-algebra. Assume the map from
k to the residue field is bijective. Given an A-module M, prove ¢(M) = dimy(M).

THEOREM (19.11) (Akizuki-Hopkins). — A ring R is Artinian if and only if R
is Noetherian and dim(R) = 0. If so, then R has only finitely many primes.

ProOF: If dim(R) = 0, then every prime is maximal. If also R is Noetherian,
then R has finite length by (ILA). Thus R is Artinian by (ICELH).

Conversely, suppose R is Artinian. Let m be a minimal product of maximal ideals
of R. Then m? = m. Let 8 be the set of ideals a contained in m such that am # 0.
If 8 # (), take a € § minimal. Then am? = am # 0; hence, am = a by minimality of
a. For any = € a, if zm # 0, then a = () by minimality of a.

Let n be any maximal ideal. Then nm = m by minimality of m. But nm C n. Thus
m C rad(R). But a = (z). So Nakayama’s Lemma yields a = 0, a contradiction.
So zm = 0 for any x € a. Thus am = 0, a contradiction. Hence 8§ = ). Therefore,
m? = 0. But m®> =m. Thus m = 0. Say m = m; - - - m, with m; maximal.

Set a; :=my---m; for 1 <7 <r. Consider the chain

R=0ayDa;D---Da,=0.

Fix i. Set V; := a;_1/a;. Then V; is a vector space over R/m,.

Suppose dim(V;) = oo. Take linearly independent elements x1, xa,... € V;,
let W; C V; be the subspace spanned by z;, ;4+1,.... The W; form a strictly
descending chain, a contradiction as R is Artinian. Thus dim(V;) < oco. Hence
{(R) < co by (CLH). So R is Noetherian by (ILH). Now, Ann(R) = 0; so
yields Supp(R) = Spec(R). Thus, by (IA), every prime is maximal, and there
are only finitely many primes. (]

EXERCISE (IT2). — Prove these conditions on a Noetherian ring R equivalent:
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(1) that R is Artinian;
(2) that Spec(R) is discrete and finite;
(3) that Spec(R) is discrete.

EXERCISE (ILI3). — Let R be an Artinian ring. Show that rad(R) is nilpotent.

COROLLARY (19.14). — Let R be an Artinian ring, and M a finitely generated
module. Then M has finite length, and Ass(M) and Supp(M) are equal and finite.

ProoOF: By (I¥IW) every prime is maximal, so Supp(M) consists of maximal
ideals. Also R is Noetherian by (III). Hence (CXA) yields the assertions. O

COROLLARY (19.15). — A ring R is Artinian if and only if £(R) < oo.
PRrROOF: Simply take M := R in (CLIA) and (CLH). O

EXERCISE (CELIH). — Let R be a ring, p a prime ideal, and R’ a module-finite
R-algebra. Show that R’ has only finitely many primes p’ over p, as follows: reduce
to the case that R is a field by localizing at p and passing to the residue rings.

COROLLARY (19.17). — A ring R is Artinian if and only if R is a finite product
of Artinian local rings; if so, then R = HmeSpec(R) Ru.

PRrROOF: A finite product of rings is Artinian if and only if each factor is Artinian
by (IE=ZA)(3). If R is Artinian, then {(R) < oo by (IILIA); whence, R = [[ Rm
by the Jordan-Holder Theorem. Thus the assertion holds. O

EXERCISE (IIR). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, and M a finitely generated
module. Prove the following four conditions are equivalent:

(1) that M has finite length;

(2) that M is annihilated by some finite product of maximal ideals [] m;;
(3) that every prime p containing Ann(M) is maximal,

(4) that R/Ann(M) is Artinian.



20. Hilbert Functions

The Hilbert Function of a graded module lists the lengths of its components.
The corresponding generating function is called the Hilbert Series. This series
is, under suitable hypotheses, a rational function, according to the Hilbert—Serre
Theorem, which we prove. Passing to an arbitrary module, we study its Hilbert—
Samuel Series, namely, the generating function of the colengths of the submodules
in a filtration. We prove Samuel’s Theorem: if the ring is Noetherian, if the module
is finitely generated, and if the filtration is stable, then the Hilbert—Samuel Series
is a rational function with poles just at 0 and 1. In the same setup, we prove the
Artin—Rees Lemma: given any submodule, its induced filtration is stable.

In a brief appendix, we study further one notion that arose: homogeneity.

(20.1) (Graded rings and modules). — We call a ring R graded if there are
additive subgroups R,, for n > 0 with R = @ R,, and R, R, C R,y for all m, n.

For example, a polynomial ring R with coefficient ring Ry is graded if R,, is the
Ro-submodule generated by the monomials of (total) degree n.

In general, Ry is a subring. Obviously, Ry is closed under addition and under
multiplication, but we must check 1 € Ry. So say 1 = > x,, with 2, € R,,. Given
z € R,say z = Yz, with z, € R,,. Fixn. Then z, = 12, = Y xpyz2, with
TmZn € Rygn. S0 ) 0TmZn = 2n — To2n € Ry. Hence x,,2, = 0 for m > 0.
But n is arbitrary. So x,,,z = 0 for m > 0. But z is arbitrary. Taking z := 1 yields
Ty = X -1 =0 for m > 0. Thus 1 = zg € Rp.

We call an R-module M (compatibly) graded if there are additive subgroups M,
for n € Z with M = @ M,, and R,,M,, C M1, for all m, n. We call M,, the nth
homogeneous component; we say its elements are homogeneous. Obviously,
M, is an Rp-module.

Given m € Z, set M(m) :== @ My 4rn. Then M(m) is another graded module;
its nth graded component M(m),, is My,+y,. Thus M(m) is obtained from M by
shifting m places to the left.

LEMMA (20.2). — Let R = @ R,, be a graded ring, and M = @ M,, a graded
R-module. If R is a finitely generated Ry-algebra and if M is a finitely generated
R-module, then each M, is a finitely generated Ry-module.

PROOF: Say R = Ry[z1,...,x,.]. I ax; = Zj x;; with x;; € Rj, then replace the
x; by the nonzero x;;. Similarly, say M is generated over R by mi,...,m, with
m; € Mj,. Then any m € M, is a sum m = ) fym; where f; € R. Say fi =) fi;
with f;; € R;, and replace f; by fir with k:=mn —1[; or by 0 if n < ;. Then f; is
an Rp-linear combination of monomials xlf ---xir € Ry; hence, m is an Ry-linear
combination of the products ' - - - zirm; € M, as desired. d

(20.3) (Hilbert functions). — Let R = @ R,, be a graded ring, and M = @ M,
a graded R-module. Assume Ry is Artinian, R is a finitely generated Ry-algebra,
and M is a finitely generated R-module. Then each M, is a finitely generated
Ry-module by (BII2), so is of finite length ¢(M,,) by (CLIA). We call n — ¢(M,,)
the Hilbert Function of M and its generating function

H(M, t) = 3, oy (M)t
116
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the Hilbert Series of M. This series is a rational function by (EOZ2) below.
If R = Ro[z1,...,2,] with z; € Ry, then by (EX3) below, the Hilbert Function
is, for n > 0, a polynomial h(M, n), called the Hilbert Polynomial of M.

EXAMPLE (20.4). — Let R := Ro[X1,...,X,] be the polynomial ring, graded by
degree. Then R, is free over Ry on the monomials of degree n, so of rank (T;i'")

Assume Ry is Artinian. Then ¢(R,) = E(RO)(T;H'") by Additivity of Length,
(™). Thus the Hilbert Function is, for n > 0, a polynomial of degree r — 1.

Formal manipulation yields ("7 '*") = (=1)"(7"). Therefore, Newton’s binomial
theorem for negative exponents yields this computation for the Hilbert Series:

H(R, 1) = 300 6R0) (77158 = 3,00 €(Ro) (37) (1) = €(Ro) /(1 1)".

EXERCISE (ZIH). — Let k be a field, k[X, Y] the polynomial ring. Show (X, Y?)
and (X?,Y?) have different Hilbert Series, but the same Hilbert Polynomial.

EXERCISE (BEIB). — Let R = @ R,, be a graded ring, M = ¢ M,, a graded R-
module. Let N = @ N,, be a homogeneous submodule; that is, N,, = N N M,,.
Assume Ry is Artinian, R is a finitely generated Rg-algebra, and M is a finitely
generated R-module. Set

N’ :={m € M | there is ko such that Rgym C N for all k > ko }.

(1) Prove that N’ is a homogeneous submodule of M with the same Hilbert
Polynomial as N, and that N’ is the largest such submodule containing N.

(2) Let N = () Q; be a decomposition with @Q; p;-primary. Set Ry := ,,~, Rn-
Prove that N =, 4p, Qi-

THEOREM (20.7) (Hilbert—Serre). — Let R = @ R,, be a graded ring, and let
M = & M, be a graded R-module. Assume Ry is Artinian, R is a finitely generated
Rg-algebra, and M is a finitely generated R-module. Then

H(M, t)=e(t)/t"(1—t") - (1 —tF)
with e(t) € Z[t], with | > 0, and with ky,..., k. > 1.

PROOF: Say R = Rylz1,...,x,] with z; € Ry,. First, assume r = 0. Say M is
generated over R by my,...,ms with m; € M;,. Then R = Ry. So M, = 0 for
n < lp := min{l;} and for n > max{l;}. Hence ¢t~ H(M, t) is a polynomial.

Next, assume r > 1 and form the exact sequence

0= K — M(—k) 225 M 5 L0
where p,, is the map of multiplication by z;. Since z; € Ry, the grading on M
induces a grading on K and on L. Further, ., acts as 0 on both K and L.

As Ry is Artinian, Ry is Noetherian by the Akizuki-Hopkins Theorem, (ICLT).
So, since R is a finitely generated Ryg-algebra, R is Noetherian by (IBEI2). Since
M is a finitely generated R-module, obviously so is M (—k1). Hence, so are both
K and L by (IETIH)(2). Set R’ := Ry[zg,...,x,]. Since z; acts as 0 on K and
L, they are finitely generated R’-modules. Therefore, H (K, t) and H(L,t) may be
written in the desired form by induction on r.

By definition, M(—ky),, := M, _,; hence, H(M(—ky),t) = t** H(M, t). There-
fore, Additivity of Length, (CL™), and the previous paragraph yield

(L—t"YH(M, t) = H(L, t) — H(K, t) = e(t) /t"(1 — t") - - (1 — t*").
Thus the assertion holds. O
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COROLLARY (20.8). — Under the conditions of (BOZ), say R = Rolz1, ...,z
with ©; € Ry. Assume M # 0. Then H(M, t) can be written uniquely in the form
H(M, t)=e(t)/t'(1—t) (20.8.1)

with e(t) € Z[t] and e(0), e(l) # 0 and ! € Z and v > d > 0; also, there is a
polynomial h(M, n) € Q[n] with degree d — 1, leading coefficient e(1)/(d —1)! and
L(M,) =h(M,n) forn>dege(t)—1L. (20.8.2)

PROOF: We may take k; = 1 for all ¢ in the proof of (2I). Hence H (M, t) has
the form e(¢)(1—1t)®/t'(1—t)" with (0) # 0 and (1) # 0 and | € Z. Set d :=r—s.
Then d > 0 since H(M, 1) > 0 as M # 0. Thus H(M, t) has the asserted form.

This form is unique owing to the uniqueness of factorization of polynomials.
Say e(t) = Zf’io eit’. Now, (1 —t)~% =3 (_d)(—t)” =3 (d_H'")t”. Hence

n d—1
LMy,) = Ei]io €; (diljfflfi) forn+1> N. But (dftlif?fi) =ndt/(d=1)1+---.
Therefore, £(M,,) = e(1)n?1/(d—1)! +---, as asserted. O

EXERCISE (EIT™). — Let k be a field, P := k[X,Y, Z] the polynomial ring in three
variables, f € P a homogeneous polynomial of degree d > 1. Set R := P/(f). Find
the coefficients of the Hilbert Polynomial h(R, n) explicitly in terms of d.

EXERCISE (RILTO). — Under the conditions of (PILR), assume there is a homoge-
neous nonzerodivisor f € R with My = 0. Prove deg h(R,n) > deg h(M,n); start
with the case M := R/(f*).

(20.11) (Filtrations). — Let R be an arbitrary ring, q an ideal, and M a module.
A filtration F*M of M is an infinite descending chain of submodules:

M>---DF"MD>F'T'M> ..

Call it a g-filtration if qF"M C F"*'M for all n, and a stable g-filtration if
also M = F"M for n < 0 and qF"M = F"+t'M for n > 0. This condition means
that there are p and v with M = F* and q"F*M = F"*"M for n > 0.

For example, setting F""M := M for n <0 and F"M = q"M for n > 0, we get
a stable g-filtration. It is called the g-adic filtration.

The g-adic filtration of R yields a graded ring G*®R, defined by

G*R:=@,-,G"R where G"R:=q"/q""".

We form the product of an element in q°/q**! and one in ¢’/q’*! by choosing
representatives, forming their product, and taking its residue in q**7/qi*7+1. We
call G*R the associated graded ring.

As each F"M is an R-module, so is the direct sum

G°M =@, ., G"M where G"M := F"M/F"t'M.

If F* M is a g-filtration, then this R-structure amounts to an R/g-structure; further,
G*M is a graded G* R-module.

Given m € Z, let M[m] denote M with the filtration F* M reindexed by shifting
it m places to the left; that is, F™(M[m]) := F"*™M for all n. Then

G"(M[m]) = F"™™M/F" ™M = (G" M) (m).

If the quotients M/F™M have finite length, call n — ¢(M/F"M) the Hilbert—

Samuel Function, and call the generating function

P(F*M, t):= Y, oo ((M/F"M)t"
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the Hilbert—Samuel Series. If the function n — ((M/F"M) is, for n > 0,
a polynomial p(F*M, n), then call it the Hilbert—Samuel Polynomial. If the
filtration is the g-adic filtration, we also denote P(F*M, t), and p(F*M, n) by
Py(M,t) and pq(M,n).

LEMMA (20.12). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, q an ideal, M a finitely generated
module with a stable q-filtration. Then G*R is generated as an R/q-algebra by
finitely many elements of q/q%, and G*M is a finitely generated G* R-module.

PRrROOF: Since R is Noetherian, q is a finitely generated ideal, say by z1,...,x,.
Then, clearly, the residues of the z; in q/q? generate G*R as an R/g-algebra.

By stability, there are u and v with F¥M = M and q"F¥M = F"* M for n > 0.
Hence G*M is generated by FFM/FFHIM, ... F*M/F*T*M over G*°R. But R
is Noetherian and M is finitely generated over R; hence, every F™M is finitely
generated over R. Therefore, every F"M/F" 1M is finitely generated over R/q.
Thus G*M is a finitely generated G®R-module. (]

THEOREM (20.13) (Samuel). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, q an ideal, and M a
finitely generated module with a stable q-filtration F*M. Assume £(M/qM) < co.
Then ((F"M/F" M) < 0o and {(M/F"M) < oo for every n > 0; further,
P(F*M,t)=H(G*M, t)t/(1 —t). (20.13.1)
PRrROOF: Set a := Ann(M). Set R' := R/a and ¢’ := (a + q)/a. Then R'/q
is Noetherian as R is. Also, M can be viewed as a finitely generated R’-module,
and F*M as a stable g'-filtration. So G*R’ is generated as an R’/q’-algebra by
finitely many elements of degree 1, and G*M is a finitely generated G* R’-module
by (2IIA). Therefore, each F"M/F"T1 M is a finitely generated R’/q’-module by
(2I2) or by the proof of (PILT2).
On the other hand, (E3) and (E3=22)(3) and (E3=3M) yield, respectively,
V(a+q)=V(a)NV(q) = Supp(M) (" V(q) = Supp(M/qM).
Hence V(a + q) consists entirely of maximal ideals, because Supp(M/qM) does
by (CXLA) as {(M/qM) < oo. Thus dim(R'/q’) = 0. But R'/q’ is Noetherian.
Therefore, R'/q’ is Artinian by the Akizuki-Hopkins Theorem, (ICIM).
Hence ¢(F"M/F" M) < oo for every n by (IEId). Form the exact sequence

0— F"M/F""'M — M/F""*M — M/F"M — 0.
Then Additivity of Length, (CIM), yields
((F"M/F™" M) = 0(M/F" " M) — ¢(M/F™M).

So induction on n yields ¢(M/F"*' M) < oo for every n. Further, multiplying that
equation by ¢™ and summing over n yields the desired expression in another form:

H(G*M,t) = (t7' —1)P(F*M, t) = P(F*M, t) (1 —t)/t. O
COROLLARY (20.14). — Under the conditions of (BILIR), assume q is generated
by r elements and M # 0. Then P(F*M, t) can be written uniquely in the form

P(F*M, t) =e(t) /"1 (1 —¢)9t! (20.14.1)

with e(t) € Z[t] and e(0), e(l) # 0 and !l € Z and v > d > 0; also, there is a
polynomial p(F* M, n) € Q[n] with degree d and leading coefficient e(1)/d! such that

LM/F"M)=p(F*M, n) forn >dege(t) —I. (20.14.2)
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Finally, py(M, n)—p(F*M, n) is a polynomial with degree at most d—1 and positive
leading coefficient; also, d and e(1) are the same for every stable q-filtration.

PROOF: The proof of (BILTA) shows that G* R’ and G* M satisfy the hypotheses
of (PIIR). So (PILX) and (EICI3) yield (BIIZ). In turn, (BIELZ) yields
(PZIZTA2) by the argument in the second paragraph of the proof of (ZILR).

Finally, as F'*M is a stable g-filtration, there is an m such that

F"M > q"M D> q"F™M = F"™™M
for all n > 0. Dividing into M and extracting lengths, we get
((MJF™M) < £(M/q" M) < £(M/F"t™M).
Therefore, (BILTAA) yields
p(F*M, n) < pg(M, n) <p(F*M,n+m) forn> 0.

The two extremes are polynomials in n with the same degree d and the same leading
coefficient ¢ where ¢ := ¢(1)/d!. Dividing by n¢ and letting n — oo, we conclude
that the polynomial pq(M, n) also has degree d and leading coefficient c.

Thus the degree and leading coefficient are the same for every stable g-filtration.
Also pq(M, n)—p(F*M, n) has degree at most d—1 and positive leading coefficient,
owing to cancellation of the two leading terms and to the first inequality. O

EXERCISE (EIIH). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, q an ideal, and M a finitely
generated module. Assume ¢(M/qM) < co. Set m := /q. Show

deg pm (M, n) = deg pqg(M, n).
(20.16) (Rees Algebras). — Let R be an arbitrary ring, q an ideal. The sum

R ifn<0,

R(q) = @nez Rn(g) with Ry, (q) := {q" fn>0

is canonically an R-algebra, known as the extended Rees Algebra of g.
Let M be a module with a g-filtration F*M. Then the sum

R(F*M) =, ., F"M
is canonically an R(q)-module, known as the Rees Module of F*M.

neZ

LEMMA (20.17). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, q an ideal, M a finitely generated
module with a q-filtration F*M. Then R(q) is algebra finite over R. Also, F*M s
stable if and only if R(F*M) is module finite over R(q) and |JF"M = M.

PrOOF: As R is Noetherian, q is finitely generated, say by z1,...,x,. View the
x; as in Ry(q) and 1 € R as in R_1(q). These r + 1 elements generate R(q) over R.

Suppose that F*M is stable: say F*M = M and q"F*MF"™ M for n > 0.
Then |JF"M = M. Further, R(F*M) is generated by F¥M, ..., F*M over R(q).
But R is Noetherian and M is finitely generated over R; hence, every F"M is
finitely generated over R. Thus R(F*M) is a finitely generated R(q)-module.

Conversely, suppose that R(F*M) is generated over R(q) by mq,...,ms. Say
m; = Z?:M m;; with m;; € F/M for some uniform p < v. Then given n, any
m € F"M can be written as m = > fi;m;; with f;; € R,,—;(q). Hence if n < g,
then F*M C FFM. Suppose | JF"M = M. Then F*M = M. But if j <v < n,
then fi; € ¢" 7 =q"Vg”" 7. Thus q"VF*M = F"M. Thus F*M is stable. 0
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LEMMA (20.18) (Artin—Rees). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, M a finitely gener-
ated module, N a submodule, q an ideal, F*M a stable q-filtration. Set

F'"N:=NNOF"M forn€Z.
Then the F™N form a stable q-filtration F*N.

PROOF: By (BIZT@), the extended Rees Algebra R(q) is finitely generated over
R, so Noetherian by the Hilbert Basis Theorem (IEI2). By (RIXTA), the module
R(F*M) is finitely generated over R(q), so Noetherian by (IEIH). Clearly, F'*N
is a g-filtration; hence, R(F*N) is a submodule of R(F*M), so finitely generated.
But UF"M = M, so|JF"N = N. Thus F*N is stable by (2ILT%). O

EXERCISE (EILT9). — Derive the Krull Intersection Theorem, (IXZZH), from the
Artin-Rees Lemma, (2ILTR).

PROPOSITION (20.20). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, q an ideal, and
0—->M —-M-—M"—0

an exact sequence of finitely generated modules. Then M/qM has finite length if
and only if M'/qM' and M" /qM" do. If so, then the polynomial

pq(M/an) _pq(Ma Tl) +pq(MN7n)
has degree at most degpq(M',n) — 1 and has positive leading coefficient; also then
deg pq(M,n) = max{ degpq(M',n), degpq(M",n)}.
PRrROOF: First off, (IEZ=3M) and (C324)(1) and (IC323M) again yield
Supp(M/qM) = Supp(M)(V(q) = (Supp(M') | Supp(M")) N V(q)
= (Supp(M") NV (q)) U(Supp(M") N V(a))
= Supp(M'/qM") | Supp(M" /qM").

Hence M/qM has finite length if and only if M'/qM’ and M"'/qM" do by (ICLA).
For n € Z, set F*"M’ := M’'(q"M. Then the F""M’ form a stable g-filtration
F*M’ by the Artin—Rees Lemma. Form this canonical commutative diagram:

0— F"M' — q"M — q"M"” — 0

[

0O—M — M — M —0
Its rows are exact. So the Nine Lemma yields this exact sequence:
0— M /F'"M" — M/q"M — M" /q"M" — 0.
Assume M /qM has finite length. Then Additivity of Length and (2IIA) yield
p(F*M', n) — pq(M, n) 4+ pqg(M", n) = 0. (20.20.1)
Hence pq(M’, n) — pq(M, n) +pg(M", n) is equal to pq(M’', n) — p(F*M’, n). But
by (BIIIA) again, the latter is a polynomial with degree at most deg pq(M’, n) —1
and positive leading coefficient.
Finally, deg pq(M,n) = max{degp(M,,n), degpq(M",n)} owing to (EIZIT),
as the leading coefficients of p(M,,n) and pq(M",n) are both positive, so cannot
cancel. But degp(M],n) = degpq(M’',n) by (BILIA), completing the proof. a
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(20.21) (Homogeneity). — Let R be a graded ring, and M = @ M,, a graded
module. We call the M,, the homogeneous components of M.

Given m € M, write m = Y m,, with m, € M,. Call the finitely many nonzero
m, the homogeneous components of m. Say that a component m,, is homo-
geneous of degree n. If n is lowest, call m,, the initial component of m.

Call a submodule N C M homogeneous if, whenever m € N, also m, € N, or
equivalently, N = @(M, N N).

Call a map a: M’ — M of graded modules with components M/ and M,, ho-
mogeneous of degree r if a(M]) C M, 1, for all n. If so, then clearly Ker(a) is
a homogeneous submodule of M. Further, Coker(«a) is canonically graded, and the
quotient map M — Coker(a) is homogeneous of degree 0.

EXERCISE (ZILZ2). — Let R = P R, be a graded ring, M = €P,,,,, Mn a graded
module, a C 6, R» a homogeneous ideal. Assume M = aM. Show M = 0.

EXERCISE (EIL23). — Let R = @ R, be a Noetherian graded ring, M = @ M,, a
finitely generated graded R-module, N = @ N,, a homogeneous submodule. Set

N :={meM|R,meN foralln>>0}.

Show that N’ is the largest homogeneous submodule of M containing N and having,
for all n > 0, its degree-n homogeneous component N/ equal to N,.

PROPOSITION (20.24). — Let R be a Noetherian graded ring, M a nonzero finitely
generated graded module, QQ a homogeneous submodule. Suppose @ possesses this
property: given any homogeneous x € R and homogeneous m € M with xm € Q
but m ¢ Q, necessarily x € p :=nil(M/Q). Then p is prime, and Q 1is p-primary.

PRrROOF: Given x € R and m € M, decompose them into their homogeneous
components: x = » .. x; and m = Ej>s mj. Suppose zm € @Q, but m ¢ Q.
Then m; ¢ Q for some t; take t minimal. Set m’ := > j<tmj. Then m’ € Q. Set
m” :=m —m/. Then xm” € Q.

Either xym; vanishes or it’s the initial component of zm/. But (Q is homogeneous.
So z;m; € Q. But my ¢ Q. Hence =5 € p by the hypothesis. Say xs,...,z, € p
with u maximal. Set 2’ := >_; ;. Then 2’ € p. So 2’¥ € Ann(M/Q) for some
kE>1. Soz*m” € Q. Set 2" := x — z'. Since xm” € Q, also z"*m' € Q.

Suppose = ¢ p. Then x” # 0. And its initial component is x,, with v > u. Either
aiimj vanishes or it is the initial component of zm. But @ is homogeneous. So
Tymy € Q. But my ¢ Q. Hence x, € p by the hypothesis, contradicting v > wu.
Thus z € p. Thus Q is p-primary by (IX3A). O

EXERCISE (BILZH). — Let R be a graded ring, a a homogeneous ideal, and M a
graded module. Prove that v/a and Ann(M) and nil(M) are homogeneous.

EXERCISE (EIZH). — Let R be a graded ring, M a graded module, and @ a
primary submodule. Let @* C @ be the submodule generated by the homogeneous
elements of (). Then Q* is primary.

122
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THEOREM (20.27). — Let R be a Noetherian graded ring, M a finitely generated
graded module, N a homogeneous submodule. Then all the associated primes of
M/N are homogeneous, and N admits an irredundant primary decomposition in
which all the primary submodules are homogeneous.

PROOF: Let N = (| Q; be any primary decomposition; one exists by (IRZT).
Let Q@ C Q; be the submodule generated by the homogeneous elements of Q;.
Trivially, N1Q; € NQ; = N C (1Qj. Further, each Q7 is clearly homogeneous,
and is primary by (BI2ZH). Thus N = (Q; is a primary decomposition into
homogeneous primary submodules. And, owing to (IBIH), it is irredundant if
N =[N Qj is, as both decompositions have minimal length. Finally, M/ Q5 is graded
by (BZM); so each associated prime is homogeneous by (IE20) and (ZO2F). O

(20.28) (Graded Domains). — Let R = @, ~, Rn be a graded domain, and set
K := Frac(R). We call z € K homogeneous of degree n € Z if » = x/y with
r € Ry, and y € R,,_p,. Clearly, n is well defined.

Let K, be the set of all such z, plus 0. Then K,,K, C K,,+n. Clearly, the
canonical map €, ., K, — K is injective. Thus ,,~, K, is a graded subring of
K. Further, Ky is a field.

The n with K,, # 0 form a subgroup of Z. So by renumbering, we may assume
K, # 0. Fix any nonzero x € K;. Clearly, z is transcendental over K. If z € K,
then z/z™ € Ky. Hence R C Ky[z]. So (B33) yields K = Ko(x).

Any w € @ K,, can be written w = a/b with a,b € R and b homogeneous: say
w =Y (an/by) with a,, b, € R homogeneous; set b := [[b, and a := > (anb/by,).

THEOREM (20.29). — Let R be a Noetherian graded domain, K := Frac(R), and
R the integral closure of R in K. Then R is a graded subring of K.

PRrROOF: Use the setup of (BIZR). Since Ky|z] is a polynomial ring over a field,
it is normal by (X=3d). Hence R C Kylx]. So every y € R can be written as
y= Z:;n i, with 7; homogeneous and nonzero. Let’s show y; € R for all i.

Since y is integral over R, the R-algebra R[y] is module finite by (I=23). So
(BI2R) yields a homogeneous b € R with bR[y] C R. Hence by’ € R for all j > 0.
But R is graded. Hence byl € R. Set z := 1/b. Then yJ € Rz. Since R is

Noetherian, the R-algebra Rly,| is module finite. Hence y, € R. Then y —y, € R.
Thus y; € R for all ¢ by induction on n. Thus R is graded. O

EXERCISE (BI30). — Under the conditions of (EIIR), assume that R is a domain
and that its integral closure R in Frac(R) is a finitely generated R-module.

(1) Prove that there is a homogeneous f € R with Ry = R;.

(2) Prove that the Hilbert Polynomials of R and R have the same degree and
same leading coefficient.



21. Dimension

The dimension of a module is defined as the sup of the lengths of the chains of
primes in its support. The Dimension Theorem, which we prove, characterizes the
dimension of a nonzero finitely generated semilocal module over a Noetherian ring
in two ways. First, the dimension is the degree of the Hilbert—Samuel Polynomial
formed with the radical of the ring. Second, the dimension is the smallest number
of elements in the radical that span a submodule of finite colength.

Next, in an arbitrary Noetherian ring, we study the height of a prime: the length
of the longest chain of subprimes. We bound the height by the minimal number of
generators of an ideal over which the prime is minimal. In particular, when this
number is 1, we obtain Krull’s Principal Ideal Theorem. Finally, we study regular
local rings: Noetherian local rings whose maximal ideal has the minimum number
of generators, namely, the dimension.

(21.1) (Dimension of a module). — Let R be a ring, and M a nonzero module.
The dimension of M, denoted dim(M), is defined by this formula:

dim(M) := sup{ 7 | there’s a chain of primes po G --- S p, in Supp(M) }.

Assume R is Noetherian, and M is finitely generated. Then M has finitely
many minimal (associated) primes by (IIZZ20). They are also the minimal primes
po € Supp(M) by (CZX@). Thus (CH) yields

dim(M) = max{ dim(R/po) | po € Supp(M) is minimal }. (21.1.1)

(21.2) (Parameters). — Let R be a ring, M a nonzero module. Denote the in-
tersection of the maximal ideals in Supp(M) by rad(M), and call it the radical of
M. If there are only finitely many such maximal ideals, call M semilocal.Call an
ideal q a parameter ideal of M if q C rad(M) and M/qM is Artinian.
Assume M is finitely generated. Then Supp(M) = V(Ann(M)) by (IE221)(3).
Hence M is semilocal if and only if R/ Ann(M) is a semilocal ring.
Assume, in addition, R is Noetherian; so M is Noetherian by (IEIH). Fix an
ideal q. Then by (W), M/qM is Artinian if and only if ¢(M/qM) < oco.
However, {(M/qM) < oo if and only if Supp(M/qM) consists of finitely many
maximal ideals by (TIA) and (CZ21W). Also, by (IE3=3W), (I3=24)(3), and (3M),
Supp(M/qM) = Supp(M) (1 V(q) = V(Ann(M)) (1 V(q) = V(Ann(M) + q).
Set ¢’ := Ann(M) + q. Thus M/qM is Artinian if and only if V(q') consists
of finitely many maximal ideals; so by (CELIM), if and only if R/q’ is Artinian.
But (TIIR) implies that R/q" is Artinian if and only if q' contains a product of
maximal ideals each containing q’. Then each lies in Supp(M), so contains rad(M ).
Set m :=rad(M). Thus if R/q’ is Artinian, then ¢’ D m™ for some n > 0.
Assume, in addition, M is semilocal, so that Supp(M) contains only finitely many
maximal ideals. Then their product is contained in m. Thus, conversely, if ¢’ D m"
for some n > 0, then R/q" is Artinian. Thus q is a parameter ideal if and only if

m>Dq Dm" for some n, (21.2.1)

or by (B333) if and only if m = /¢, or by (IEZ) if and only if V(m) =V (q'). In
particular, m™ is a parameter ideal for any n.
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Assume q is a parameter ideal. Then the Hilbert-Samuel polynomial pq(M, n)
exists by (BILIA). Similarly, pn (M, n) exists, and the two polynomials have the
same degree by (BIIIH) since m = /g” and py (M, n) = pq(M, n). Thus the degree
is the same for every parameter ideal. Denote this common degree by d(M).

Alternatively, d(M) can be viewed as the order of pole at 1 of the Hilbert series
H(G*M, t). Indeed, that order is 1 less than the order of pole at 1 of the Hilbert—
Samuel series Py(M, t) by (2ILIA). In turn, the latter order is d(M)+1 by (RILIA).

Denote by s(M) the smallest s such that there are z1,...,z; € m with

LM/(x1,...,25)M) < 0. (21.2.2)

By convention, if /(M) < oo, then s(M) = 0. We say that x1,...,z, € m form a
system of parameters (sop) for M if s = s(M) and (BI=22) holds. Note that a
sop generates a parameter ideal.

LEMMA (21.3). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, M a nonzero Noetherian semilocal
module, q a parameter ideal of M, and x € rad(M). Set K := Ker(M £ M),
(1) Then s(M) < s(M/xM)+ 1.
(2) Then dim(M/aM) < dim(M) — 1 if x ¢ p for any p € Supp(M) with
dim(R/p) = dim(M).
(3) Then deg(pq(K, n) — pq(M/xM, n)) < d(M) — 1.

Proor: For (1), set s := s(M/xM). There are x1,...,xs € rad(M/xM) with
LM/ (x, x1,...,25) M) < 0.

Now, Supp(M/xM) = Supp(M) N V({z)) by (IZ3M). However, z € rad(M).
Hence, Supp(M/xzM) and Supp(M) have the same maximal ideals. Therefore,
rad(M/zM) = rad(M). Hence s(M) < s+ 1. Thus (1) holds.

To prove (2), take a chain of primes po & --- & p, in Supp(M/zM). Again,
Supp(M/xM) = Supp(M) N V({z)) by (EZ=3W). So = € py € Supp(M). So, by
hypothesis, dim(R/pg) < dim(M). Hence r < dim(M) — 1. Thus (2) holds.

To prove (3), note that &M := Im(u,), and form these two exact sequences:

0—-K—>M-—2M—0, and 0—aM — M — M/zM — 0.

Then (2I2M) yields d(K) < d(M) and d(zM) < d(M). So by (BI20) again, both
Pq(EK, n) + pg(xM, n) — pg(M, n) and pg(zM, n) + pqy(M/xM, n) — pg(M, n) are
of degree at most d(M) — 1. So their difference is too. Thus (3) holds. O

THEOREM (21.4) (Dimension). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, M a nonzero finite-
ly generated semilocal module. Then

dim(M) =d(M) = s(M) < oo.

PROOF: Let’s prove a cycle of inequalities. Set m := rad(M). First, let’s prove
dim(M) < d(M). We proceed by induction on d(M). Suppose d(M) = 0. Then
(M /m"M) stabilizes. So m"M = m""'M for some n. Hence m"M = 0 by
Nakayama’s Lemma (IITM) applied over the semilocal ring R/ Ann(M). Hence
(M) < 0o0. So dim(M) = 0 by (CLA).

Suppose d(M) > 1. By (B1), dim(R/po) = dim (M) for some py € Supp(M).
Then po is minimal. So po € Ass(M) by (CZIR). Hence M has a submodule N
isomorphic to R/pg by (C2A). Further, by (22M), d(N) < d(M).

Take a chain of primes po G --- & p, in Supp(N). If 7 = 0, then r < d(M).

=
Suppose r > 1. Then there’s an z1 € p; — pg. Further, since pg is not maximal, for
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each maximal ideal n in Supp(M), there is an x, € n—pg. Set x := z1 [[ xn. Then
x € (prNm)—po. Then p; G --- G p, lies in Supp(N) () V((x)). But the latter is
equal to Supp(N/zN) by (E3W). So r — 1 < dim(N/zN).

However, p, is injective on N as N ~ R/py and = ¢ pg. So (EI3)(3) yields
d(N/zN) < d(N) — 1. But d(N) < d(M). So dim(N/zN) < d(N/zN) by the
induction hypothesis. Therefore, r < d(M). Thus dim(M) < d(M).

Second, let’s prove d(M) < s(M). Let q be a parameter ideal of M with s(M)
generators. Then d(M) := degpq(M, n). But degpq(M,n) < s(M) owing to
(2ITa). Thus d(M) < s(M).

Finally, let’s prove s(M) < dim(M). Set r := dim(M), which is finite since
r < d(M) by the first step. The proof proceeds by induction on r. If r = 0, then
M has finite length by (ILA); so by convention s(M) = 0.

Suppose r > 1. Let p1,. .., px be the primes of Supp(M) with dim(R/p;) = r. No
p; is maximal as r > 1. So m lies in no p,;. Hence, by Prime Avoidance (B2IH), there
is an x € m such that x ¢ p, for all . So (ZI3)(1), (2) yield s(M) < s(M/zM)+1
and dim(M/xM)+1 < r. By the induction hypothesis, s(M/zM) < dim(M/zM).
Hence s(M) < r, as desired. O

COROLLARY (21.5). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, M a nonzero Noetherian semi-
local module, x € rad(M). Then dim(M/xzM) > dim(M) — 1, with equality if x ¢ p
for p € Supp(M) with dim(R/p) = dim(M); equality holds if x ¢ z.div(M).

ProOF: By (EI3)(1), we have s(M/xM) > s(M)—1. So the asserted inequality
holds by (BIA). If « ¢ p € Supp(M) when dim(R/p) = dim(M), then (BT3)(2)
yields the opposite inequality, so equality. Finally, if z ¢ z.div(M), then x ¢ p for
any p € Supp(M) with dim(R/p) = dim(M) owing to (CCIR) and (CIF). O

EXERCISE (ETH). — Let A be a Noetherian local ring, N a finitely generated
module, y1, ...,y asop for N. Set N; := N/{y1,...,y;)N. Show dim(N;) =r —i.

(21.7) (Height). — Let R be a ring, and p a prime. The height of p, denoted
ht(p), is defined by this formula:

ht(p) := sup{ r | there’s a chain of primes po G --- S p, =p }.
The bijective correspondence p — pR, of (II20)(2) yields this formula:
ht(p) = dim(R,). (21.7.1)
If ht(p) = h, then we say that p is a height-h prime.

COROLLARY (21.8). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, p a prime. Then ht(p) <r if
and only if p is a minimal prime of some ideal generated by r elements.

PROOF: Assume p is minimal containing an ideal a generated by r elements.
Now, any prime of R, containing aR, is of the form qR, where q is a prime of R with
a C qCp by (I=20). So q =p. Hence pR, = \/aR, by the Scheinnullstellensatz.
Hence r > s(R,) by (BI2). But s(R,) = dim(R,) by (BLA), and dim(R,) = ht(p)
by (EXZM). Thus ht(p) < r.

Conversely, assume ht(p) < r. Then R, has a parameter ideal b generated by r
elements, say y1,...,y, by (BEIZC) and (BETA). Say y; = z,;/s; with s; ¢ p. Set
a:={(x1,...,2,). Then aR, = b.

Suppose there is a prime q with a C ¢ C p. Then b = aR, C qR, C pR,, and
qR, is prime by (I=20)(2). But vb = pR,. So qR, = pR,. Hence q = p by
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(I=20)(2). Thus p is minimal containing a, which is generated by r elements. [

EXERCISE (ET™). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, and p be a prime minimal
containing x1,...,z,. Given v’ with 1 < v’ < r, set R’ := R/{x1,...,2) and
p' :=p/(x1,...,2). Assume ht(p) = r. Prove ht(p’) =r —r'.

THEOREM (21.10) (Krull Principal Ideal). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, © € R,
and p a minimal prime of (x). If x ¢ z.div(R), then ht(p) = 1.

Proor: By (EIR), ht(p) < 1. But by (IZM), = € z.div(R) if ht(p) = 0. O

EXERCISE (EIIW). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, p a prime of height at least 2.
Prove that p is the union of height-1 primes, but not of finitely many.

EXERCISE (BELT2). — Let R be a Noetherian ring. Prove the following equivalent:

(1) R has only finitely many primes.
(2) R has only finitely many height-1 primes.
(3) R is semilocal of dimension 1.

EXERCISE (ETI3) (Artin—Tate [M, Thm. 4]). — Let R be a Noetherian domain,
and set K := Frac(R). Prove the following statements are equivalent:

(1) K = Ry for some nonzero f € R.

(2) K is algebra finite over R.

(3) Some nonzero f € R lies in every nonzero prime.
(4) R has only finitely many height-1 primes.

(5) R is semilocal of dimension 1.

EXERCISE (BII4d). — Let R be a domain. Prove that, if R is a UFD, then every
height-1 prime is principal, and that the converse holds if R is Noetherian.

EXERCISE (E-1H). — (1) Let A be a Noetherian local ring with a principal prime
p of height at least 1. Prove A is a domain by showing any prime q ; p is (0).

(2) Let k be a field, P := Ek[[X]] the formal power series ring in one variable.
Set R := P x P. Prove that R is Noetherian and semilocal, and that R contains a
principal prime p of height 1, but that R is not a domain.

EXERCISE (EI-IH). — Let R be a finitely generated algebra over a field. Assume
R is a domain of dimension r. Let © € R be neither 0 nor a unit. Set R’ := R/(x).
Prove that » — 1 is the length of any chain of primes in R’ of maximal length.

COROLLARY (21.17). — Let A and B be Noetherian local rings, m and n their
maximal ideals. Let ¢: A — B be a local homomorphism. Then

dim(B) < dim(A) + dim(B/mB),
with equality if B is flat over A.

PROOF: Set s := dim(A). By (BIA), there is a parameter ideal q generated by s
elements. Then m/q is nilpotent by (BEI=2-1). Hence mB/¢B is nilpotent. It follows
that dim(B/mB) = dim(B/qB). But (BEIR) yields dim(B/qB) > dim(B)—s. Thus
the inequality holds.

Assume B is flat over A. Let p O mB be a prime with dim(B/p) = dim(B/mB).
Then dim(B) > dim(B/p) + ht(p) because the concatenation of a chain of primes
containing p of length dim(B/p) with a chain of primes contained in p of length
ht(p) is a chain of primes of B of length ht(p) +dim(B/p). Hence it suffices to show
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that ht(p) > dim(A).

Asn D p D mB and as ¢ is local, o~ 1(p) = m. Since B is flat over A, (IZIT)
and induction yield a chain of primes of B descending from p and lying over any
given chain in A. Thus ht(p) > dim(A), as desired. O

EXERCISE (BTI8). — Let R be a Noetherian ring. Prove that
dim(R[X]) = dim(R) + 1.

EXERCISE (EZI-T9). — Let A be a Noetherian local ring of dimension r. Let m be
the maximal ideal, and k := A/m the residue class field. Prove that

r < dimy(m/m?),
with equality if and only if m is generated by r elements.

(21.20) (Regular local rings). — Let A be a Noetherian local ring of dimension r.
We say A is regular if its maximal ideal is generated by r elements. Then any r
generators are said to form a regular system of parameters.

By (EI1H), A is regular if and only if r = dimg(m/m?).

For example, a field is a regular local ring of dimension 0, and conversely. An
example of a regular local ring of given dimension n is the localization Py of a
polynomial ring P in n variables over a field at any maximal ideal m, as dim(Py) = n
by (IEI3) and (IETA) and as m is generated by n elements by (IEH).

LEMMA (21.21). — Let A be a Noetherian semilocal ring of dimension r, and q a
parameter ideal. Then deg h(G*A, n) =r — 1.

Proor: By (BIXR), deg h(G* A, n) is equal to 1 less than the order of pole at 1
of the Hilbert series H(G®A, t). But that order is equal to d(A) by (EI2). Also,
d(A) = r by the Dimension Theorem, (BEI-A). Thus the assertion holds. |

PROPOSITION (21.22). — Let A be a Noetherian local ring of dimension r, and m
its maximal ideal. Then A is reqular if and only if its associated graded ring G*A
s a polynomial ring; if so, then the number of variables is r.

PROOF: Say G*®A is a polynomial ring in s variables. Then dim(m/m?) = s. By
(2IAa), deg h(G*A, n) = s — 1. So s =r by (EI2W). So A is regular by (21=20).

Conversely, assume A is regular. Let z1,...,z, be a regular sop, and =, € m/m?
the residue of x;. Set k := A/m, and let P := k[Xy,...,X,] be the polynomial
ring. Form the k-algebra homomorphism ¢: P — G*A with ¢(X;) = /.

Then ¢ is surjective as the x} generate G*A. Set a := Kerp. Let P = @ P,, be
the grading by total degree. Then ¢ preserves the gradings of P and G*A. So a
inherits a grading: a = @ a,,. So for n > 0, there’s this canonical exact sequence:

0—a, = P, »m"/m" ™! = 0. (21.22.1)

Suppose a # 0. Then there’s a nonzero f € a,, for some m. Take n > m. Then

P,_mf Cay,. Since P is a domain, P,,_,, = P,_,, f. Therefore, (BI=22) yields
dimy (m™/m" ) = dimy,(P,) — dimg(a,,)

< dimg(P,) — dimg(Py_m) = (r71+n) _ (r71+n7m).

r—1 r—1
The expression on the right is a polynomial in n of degree r — 2.
On the other hand, dimy(m™/m"*1) = h(G* A, n) for n > 0 by (ZIR). Further,
deg h(G*A, n) = r — 1 by (Z20). However, it follows from the conclusion of the
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preceding paragraph that deg h(G*A, n) < r — 2. We have a contradiction! Hence
a = 0. Thus ¢ is injective, so bijective, as desired. (I

EXERCISE (BI=23). — Let A be a Noetherian local ring of dimension 7, and let

X1,...,C5s € Awith s <r. Set a:= (x1,...,25) and B := A/a. Prove equivalent:
(1) A is regular, and there are ©11,...,2, € A with z1,..., 2, a regular sop.
(2) B is regular of dimension r — s.

THEOREM (21.24). — A regular local ring A is a domain.

PRrOOF: Use induction on r := dim A. If » = 0, then A is a field, so a domain.

Assume 7 > 1. Let x be a member of a regular sop. Then A/(z) is regular of
dimension r — 1 by (EI=23). By induction, A/(x) is a domain. So (x) is prime.
Thus A is a domain by (BEIIH). O

LEMMA (21.25). — Let A be a local ring, m its maximal ideal, a a proper ideal.
Set n:=m/a and k := A/m. Then this sequence of k-vector spaces is exact:

0— (m?+a)/m®> - m/m? = n/n? 0.

PRrROOF: The assertion is very easy to check. O
PROPOSITION (21.26). — Let A be a regular local ring of dimension r, and a an
ideal. Set B := A/a, and assume B is regular of dimension r —s. Then a is

generated by s elements, and any such s elements form part of a regular sop.

PROOF: In its notation, (BEI=ZH) yields dim((m? + a)/m?) = s. Hence, any set
of generators of a includes s members of a regular sop of A. Let b be the ideal the
s generate. Then A/b is regular of dimension r — s by (EI=23). By (EI=2a), both
A/b and B are domains of dimension r — s; whence, (IEI) implies a = b. O



22. Completion

Completion is used to simplify a ring and its modules beyond localization. First,
we discuss the topology of a filtration, and use Cauchy sequences to construct the
completion. Then we discuss the inverse limit, the dual notion of the direct limit;
thus we obtain an alternative construction. We conclude that, if we use the adic
filtration of an ideal, then the functor of completion is exact on finitely generated
modules over a Noetherian ring. Further, then the completion of a Noetherian ring
is Noetherian; if the ideal is maximal, then the completion is local. We end with a
useful version of the Cohen Structure Theorem for complete Noetherian local rings.

(22.1) (Topology and completion). — Let R be a ring, M a module equipped with
a filtration F'*M. Then M has a topology: the open sets are the arbitrary unions
of sets of the form m + F"™M for various m and n. Indeed, the intersection of
two open sets is open, as the intersection of two unions is the union of the pairwise
intersections; further, if the intersection U of m+F"M and m’+F™ M is nonempty
and if n > n’, then U = m + F™M, because, if say m” € U, then

m+F'M =m" + F'M C m" +F" M =m' + F" M. (22.1.1)

The addition map M x M — M, given by (m,m’) — m +m/, is continuous, as
(m+F"M)+ (m'+ F"M) C (m+m') + F"M.

So, with m/ fixed, the translation m — m + m' is a homeomorphism M — M.

(Similarly, inversion m — —m is a homeomorphism; so M is a topological group.)

Let a be an ideal, and give R the a-adic filtration. If the filtration on M is an
a-filtration, then scalar multiplication (x,m) — xm too is continuous, because

(x+a™)im+F"M) C xm + F"M.

Further, if the filtration is a-stable, then it yields the same topology as the a-adic
filtration, because for some n’ and any n,

F'M > a"M > a"F"' M = F"*" M.
Thus any two stable a-filtrations give the same topology: the a-adic topology.

When a is given, it is conventional to use the a-adic filtration and a-adic topology
unless there’s explicit mention to the contrary. Further, if R is semi-local, then it
is conventional to take a :=rad(R).

Let N C M be a submodule. Its closure N is equal to (), (N + F"M), asm ¢ N
means there’s n with (m + F"M) N N = (, or equivalently m ¢ (N + F"*M). In
particular, each FM is closed, and {0} is closed if and only if (| F"M = {0}.

Also, M is separated —that is, Hausdorff — if and only if {0} is closed. For,
if {0} is closed, so is each {m}. So given m’ # m, there’s n’ with m & (m/+F" M).
Take n > n/. Then (m + F*M) N (m/ + F" M) = ) owing to (ZZI).

Finally, M is discrete —that is, every {m} is both open and closed —if and
only if {0} is just open.

A sequence (my,)n>0 in M is called Cauchy if, given nyg, there’s nq with

My — My € F"M,  or simply my, —mpui1 € F™M, for all n,n’ > ny;
the two conditions are equivalent because F™° M is a subgroup and

130
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My — My = (mn - mn+1) + (mn+1 - mn+2) + -+ (mn’—l - mn/)-
Anm € M is called a limit of (m,,) if, given ng, there’s n; with m—m,, € F" M
for all n > ny. If every Cauchy sequence has a limit, then M is called complete.
The Cauchy sequences form a module under termwise addition and scalar mul-
tiplication. The sequences with 0 as a limit form a submodule. The quotient
module is denoted M and called the (separated) completion. There is a canonical
homomorphism, which carries m € M to the class of the constant sequence (m):

ki M —M by rm:=(m).
If M is complete, but not separated, then s is surjective, but not bijective.

It is easy to check that the notions of Cauchy sequence and limit depend only on
the topology. Further, M is separated and complete with respect to the filtration
FrM = (FEM)™ where (F¥M)  is the completion of F*M arising from the inter-
sections FFM N F™M for all n. In addition, & is the universal continuous R-linear
map from M into a separated and complete, filtered R-module.

Again, let a be an ideal. Under termwise multlphcatlon of Cauchy sequences, R
is a Ting, K: R—Risa ring homomorphism, and M is an R-module. Further,
M+ M is a linear functor from ((R-mod)) to ((R-mod)).

For example, let R’ be a ring, and R := R'[X},..., X,] the polynomial ring in
r variables. Set a := (X7,...,X,). Then a sequence (my),>o of polynomials is
Cauchy if and only if, given ng, there’s n; such that, for all n > ny, the m,, agree
in degree less than ng. Thus Ris just the power series ring R'[[X1,..., X.]].

For another example, take a prime integer p, and set a := (p). Then a sequence
(mp)n>o of integers is Cauchy if and only if, given ng, there’s n; such that, for all
n,n’ > ny, the difference m,, — m,, is a multiple of p™°. The completion of Z is
called the p-adic integers, and consists of the sums Y ;o z;p’ with 0 < z; < p.

PROPOSITION (22.2). — Let R be a ring, and a an ideal. Then @ C rad(R).

PROOF: Recall from (EZ) that Ris complete in the a-adic topology Hence for
rea,wehave 1/(1—2)=1+z+ 22+ in R. Thus acCrad(R) by (B2). O
EXERCISE (EZ3). — In the 2-adic integers, evaluate the sum 1 +24+4 48+ ---
EXERCISE (EZA). — Let R be a ring, a an ideal, and M a module. Prove that
the following three conditions are equivalent:

(1) kK: M — M is injective; (2) ma”M = (0); (3) M is separated.

Assume R is Noetherian and M finitely generated. Assume either (a) a C rad(R)

or (b) R is a domain, a is proper, and M is torsionfree. Conclude M C M.

(22.5) (Inverse limits). — Let R be a ring. Given R-modules @,, equipped with
linear maps a”t: Q11 — @, for n, their inverse limit @Qn is the submodule

of [T Q. of all vectors (g,,) with a*1g,,1 = ¢, for all n.
Given Q,, and "' for all n € Z, use only those for n in the present context.

Define 0: [[Qn — [1Qn by 0(¢n) := (gn — o 1g,11). Then
limQ, = Kerf. Set 1@1 Q,, := Coker 6. (22.5.1)

Plainly, hm Qn has this UMP: given maps Bn: P — Qn with a"™ B, = B,
there’s a umque map B: P — L m @, with 7,8 = B, for all n.
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Further, the UMP yields the following natural R-linear isomorphism:
@Hom(P, Q@) = Hom(P, an)

(The notion of inverse limit is formally dual to that of direct limit.)

For example, let R’ be a ring, and R := R'[X7,..., X,] the polynomial ring in r
variables. Set m := (X1,..., X,.) and R,, := R/m"*!. Then R, is just the R-algebra
of polynomials of degree at most n, and the canonical map a?™: R,.; — R, is
just truncation. Thus @Rn is equal to the power series ring R'[[ X1, ..., X,]].

For another example, take a prime integer p, and set Z, := Z/(p"™!). Then
Zy, is just the ring of sums > .. zip* with 0 < z; < p, and the canonical map
a™tl: Z,1 — Zy, is just truncation. Thus @Zn is just the ring of p-adic integers.

EXERCISE (EZH). — Let R be a ring. Given R-modules Q,, equipped with linear
maps a1 Qui1 — Qn for n >0, set o™ == atl...a™ | for m > n. We say
the @, satisfy the Mittag-Leffler Condition if the descending chain

Qn D0 Qni1 D0y Quyz D D A Qm D -
stabilizes; that is, aQ,, = a™T*Q,, 1 for all k > 0.
(1) Assume for each n, there is m > n with o))" = 0. Show @1 Qn =0.
(2) Assume a7 is surjective for all n. Show @1 Qn =0.
(3) Assume the Q,, satisfy the Mittag-LefHler Condition. Set P, :=(,,>,, an' Qm,
which is the stable submodule. Show aZ“PnH =P,. N
(4) Assume the @, satisfy the Mittag-Leffler Condition. Show ]'&n1 Qn =0.

LEMMA (22.7). — For n > 0, consider commutative diagrams with exact rows

’
VY41 Yn+1
/ "
0= Qnyy — Qny1 — Qg — 0

m+1 n+1 141
an|a| we

0— Q) —=— Qn —=— QI — 0

Then the induced sequence
. vy, yo,.
0 lim @), T lim @, 2 im Q) (22.7.1)
is exact; further, 5 is surjective if the Q' satisfy the Mittag-Leffler Condition.

PrOOF: The given commutative diagrams yield the following one:

0— M1, L M. 12 117 — o

T R

0— 1@, 12 110, 1% 1107 — 0

Owing to (ZZB), the Snake Lemma (BZI3) yields the exact sequence (ZZZZ)
and an injection Cokery — @1 Q.. Assume the Q) satisfy the Mittag-Leffler
Condition. Then @1 @), =0 by (2ZH). So Coker”y = 0. Thus 7 is surjective. O
PROPOSITION (22.8). — Let R be a ring, M a module, F*M a filtration. Then

M = Jim(M/F"M).
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ProOF: First, let us define a map a: M — @(M/F"M) Given a Cauchy
sequence (m,), let ¢, be the residue of m, in M/F"M for v > 0. Then ¢, is
independent of v, because the sequence is Cauchy. Clearly, ¢, is the residue of ¢, 1
in M/F™M. Also, (m,) has 0 as a limit if and only if g, = 0 for all n. Define « by
amy, = (g,). Tt is easy to check that « is well defined, linear, and injective.

As to surjectivity, given (g,) € @(M/F”M), for each v lift ¢, € M/FYM
up to m, € M. Then m, —m, € F¥M for p > v, as q, € M/F*M maps to
qv € M/F”M. Hence (m,,) is Cauchy. Thus « is surjective, so an isomorphism. O

EXAMPLE (22.9). — Let R be a ring, M a module, F*M a filtration. For n > 0,
consider the following natural commutative diagrams with exact rows:
0— F""'M — M — M/F""'M — 0

L]

0— F"M — M — M/F"M — 0

with vertical maps, respectively, the inclusion, the identity, and the quotient map.
By (EZR), the left-exact sequence of inverse limits is

0 — lim F"M — M % M.
But k is not surjective when M is not complete; for examples of such M, see the
end of (EZ). Thus lim is not always exact, nor @1 always 0.

EXERCISE (EZZIO). — Let A be a ring, and my, ..., m,, be maximal ideals. Set
m:=(|m;, and give A the m-adic topology. Prove that A =[] An,.
EXERCISE (Z2ZI). — Let R be aring, M a module, F'*M a filtration, and N C M
a submodule. Give N and M/N the induced filtrations:
F'N:=NAF'M and F"(M/N):=F"M/F"N.

(1) Prove N ¢ M and M/N = (M/N) .

(2) Also assume N D F™M for n > 0. Prove M/N = M/N and G*M = G*M.
EXERCISE (ZZT2). — (1) Let R be a ring, a an ideal. If G*R is a domain, show

R is a domain. If also (,»,a" = 0, show R is a domain.
(2) Use (1) to give an alternative proof that a regular local ring is a domain.

PROPOSITION (22.13). — Let A be a ring, m a mazimal ideal. Then A is a local
ring with mazimal ideal M.

PRrOOF: First, A/ = A/m by (ZZII); so @ is maximal. Next, rad(A) D m
by (2Z2). Finally, let m’ be any maximal ideal of A. Then m’ D rad(A). Hence
m’ = m. Thus m is the only maximal ideal. O

EXERCISE (ZZTI4d). — Let A be a Noetherian local ring, m the maximal ideal, M
a finitely generated module. Prove (1) that A is a Noetherian local ring with m as
maximal ideal, (2) that dim(M) = dim(]\/f), and (3) that A is regular if and only
if A is regular.

EXERCISE (EZIH). — Let A be a ring, and my,...,m,, maximal ideals. Set
m := [(\m; and give A the m-adic topology. Prove that A is a semilocal ring,

o~

that my,...,m,, are all its maximal ideals, and that m = rad(4).
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(22.16) (Completion, units, and localization). — Let R be a ring, a an ideal, and

k: R — R the canonical map. Given t € R, for each n denote by ¢, € R/a™ the
residue of ¢t. Let’s show that x(t) is a unit if and only if each t, is.

Indeed, by (ZZR), we may regard R as a submodule of [] R/a™. Then each ¢,
is equal to the projection of x(t). Hence t,, is a unit if x(¢) is. Conversely, assume
t, is a unit for each n. Then there are u, € R with u,t = 1 (mod a™). By the
uniqueness of inverses, u,41 = u, in R/a" for each n. Set u := (u,) € [[R/a™.
Then u € R, and us(t) = 1. Thus £(¢) is a unit.

Set T := H_1<§X). Then by the above, T consists of the t € R whose residue
t, € R/a™ is a unit for each n. So (Z=3M) and (M) yield

T = {t € R |t lies in no maximal ideal containing a }. (22.16.1)

Set S :=1+a. Then S C T owing to (EZIH) as no maximal ideal can contain
both = and 1 + x. Hence the UMP of localization (IZH) yields this diagram:

R

I

SR~ T'R— R
Further, S and T' map into (R/a™)*; hence, (ITA), (IT23), and (C222) yield:
R/a" =S 'R/a"ST'R=T"'R/a"T'R.
Therefore, R is, by (ZZR), equal to the completion of each of S~'R and T~'R in
their aS~! R-adic and a7 ~! R-adic topologies.

For example, take a to be a maximal ideal m. Then T'= R — m by (EZIG0).
Thus R is equal to the completion of the localization Ry,.

Finally, assume R is Noetherian. Let’s prove that o and 7 are injective. Indeed,
say To(x/s) = 0. Then k(z) = 0 as x(s) is a unit. So = € [|a”. Hence the
Krull Intersection Theorem, (IB29) or (EILIH), yields an s’ € S with s’ = 0. So
x/s =0in STR. Thus o is injective. Similarly, 7 is injective.

THEOREM (22.17) (Exactness of Completion). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, a
an ideal. Then on the finitely generated modules M, the functor M — M is exact.

PROOF: Let 0 = M’ — M — M" — 0 be an exact sequence of finitely generated
modules. Set F"M’ := M’ Na"M. By the Artin-Rees Lemma (BICIR), the
F™ M’ form an a-stable filtration. Hence, it yields the same topology, so tl the same

completion, as the a-adic filtration by (220). Thus 0 — M —M—M' —0is
exact by (22Z70) and (EZZR), as desired. O

EXERCISE (ZZIR). — Let A be a Noetherian semilocal ring. Prove that an element
x € A is a nonzerodivisor on A if and only if its image Z € A is one on A.

EXERCISE (ZZT9). — Let p € Z be prime. For n > 0, define a Z-linear map
an: Z[(p) = Z/ (") by an(1)=p"".
Set A:=P,~,Z/(p) and B =D, 5, Z/(p"). Set a =P an;so a: A — B.

(1) Show that the p-adic completion Ais just A.
(2) Show that, in the topology on A induced by the p-adic topology on B, the
completion A is equal to [[°2, Z/(p).
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(3) Show that the natural sequence of p-adic completions
A% BE (B/A)”
is not exact at B. (Thus p-adic completion is neither left exact nor right exact.)

COROLLARY (22.20). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, a an ideal, and M a finitely
generated module. Then the natural map is an isomorphism:

R® M = M.
Proor: By (EZI3), the functor M — M is exact on the category of finitely
generated modules, and so (BTH) yields the conclusion. (]

EXERCISE (ZZ201). — Let R be a ring, a an ideal. Show that M — M preserves
surjections, and that R® M — M is surjective if M is finitely generated.

COROLLARY (22.22). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, a and b ideals, M a finitely

generated module. Then, using the a-adic topology, we have

(1) (6M) =bM =b6M and (2) (b") =b"R = (bR)" = (b)" for any n > 0.
PROOF: In general, the inclusion bM — M induces a commutative square

R® (bM) — R M

l I

(bM) — M
It is not hard to see that top map’s image is b(R @ M).
In the present case, the two vertical maps are ibomorphisms by (EZZ210), and the
bottom map is injective by (IZZ___EZ) Thus (bM) = b]/\/[\
Taking R for M yields b =bR. Hence bM = bR M = b M. Thus (1) holds
In (1), taking b™ for b and R for M yields (b") =b"R. In particular, b= bﬁ;
o (bR)" = (b)". But b"R’ = (bR")™ for any R-algebra R’. Thus (2) holds. O

COROLLARY (22.23). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, a an ideal. Then R is flat.
PROOF: Let b be any ideal. Then R ® b = b by (ZZ2M), and b = bR by

(Z2Z22)(2). Thus R is flat by the Ideal Criterion (EZ8). O
EXERCISE (ZZ24). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, a an ideal. Prove that R is

faithfully flat if and only if a C rad(R).

EXERCISE (EZZ2ZH). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, and a and b ideals. Assume
a C rad(R), and use the a-adic topology. Prove b is principal if bR is.

LEMMA (22.26). — Let R be a ring, o: M — N a map of modules, F* M and F*N
filtrations. Assume aF™"M C F"™N for all n. Assume F"M = M and F"N = N
for n < 0. If the induced map G®« is injective or surjective, then so is Q.
PROOF: For each n € Z, form the following commutative diagram of R-modules:
0 — F"M/F"" M — M/F""'M — M/F"M — 0

Gnal an+1J/ ()tnl

0 — F"N/F""'N — N/F""IN — N/F"N — 0
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Its rows are exact. So the Snake Lemma (BZI3) yields this exact sequence:
Ker G"a — Ker a1 — Ker a,, — Coker G™"av — Coker a1 — Coker av,.

Assume G°®a is injective. Then Ker G"a = 0. But M/F"M = 0 for n < 0. So
by induction Ker o, = 0 for all n. Thus @ is injective by (E2Z0) and (EZXR).

Assume G*« is surjective, or Coker G"a = 0. So Ker a;, 11 — Ker o, is surjective.
But N/F"N =0 for n < 0. So by induction, Coker cv,, = 0 for all n. So

0 — Keray,, - M/F"M 2% N/F"N — 0
is exact. Thus @ is surjective by (E2Z7) and (EZZR). O

LEMMA (22.27). — Let R be a ring, a an ideal, M a module, F*M an a-filtration.
Assume R is complete, M is separated, and F"M = M for n < 0. Assume G*M
is module finite over G*R. Then M is complete, and is module finite over R.

ProOOF: Take finitely many generators pu; of G®*M, and replace them by their
homogeneous components. Set n; := deg(y;). Lift p; to m; € F™ M.

Filter R a-adically. Set E := @, R[—n;]. Filter E with F"E := @, F"(R[—n,]).
Then F"E = E for n < 0. Define a: E — M by sending 1 € R[—n;] to m; € M.
Then aF"E C F™M for all n. Also, G*«a: G*E — G*®*M is surjective as the p;
generate. So & is surjective by (EZ2Z2H).

Form the following canonical commutative diagram:

E "2, F

As R is complete, kp: R — R is surjective by (22M); hence, kg is surjective. Thus
K 1s surjective; that is, M is complete. As M is separated, kjs is injective by
(2Z3A). So ks is bijective. So « is surjective. Thus M is module finite. O

EXERCISE (BZ2R) (Nakayama’s Lemma for a complete ring). — Let R be a ring,
a an ideal, and M a module. Assume R is complete, and M separated. Show
mi,...,my € M generate assuming their images m/,...,m}, in M/aM generate.

PROPOSITION (22.29). — Let R be a ring, a an ideal, and M a module. Assume
R is complete, and M separated. Assume G*M is a Noetherian G® R-module. Then
M is a Noetherian R-module, and every submodule N is complete.

PROOF: Let F*M denote the a-adic filtration, and F*N the induced filtration:
F"N := NN F*"M. Then N is separated, and F"N = N for n < 0. Further,
G*N C G*M. However, G*M is Noetherian. So G®*N is module finite. Thus N is
complete and is module finite over R by (BZZZ@). Thus M is Noetherian. O

THEOREM (22.30). — Let R be a ring, a an ideal. If R is Noetherian, so is R.

PrROOF: Assume R is Noetherian. Then G®R is algebra finite over R/a by
(EICTA), so Noetherian by the Hilbert Basis Theorem, (IEI2). But G*R = G*R
by (ZZI). Thus R is Noetherian by (Z2229) with R for R and R for M. O
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EXAMPLE (22.31). — Let k be a Noetherian ring, P := k[X1, ..., X,] the polyno-
mial ring, and A := k[[X1, ..., X,]] the formal power series ring. Then A is the com-
pletion of P in the (Xi,..., X, )-adic topology by (E2Z). Further, P is Noetherian
by the Hilbert Basis Theorem, (BILTA). Thus A is Noetherian by (E2230).
Assume k is a domain. Then A is a domain. Indeed, A is one if r = 1, because

(amX{n—I—-“)(an{L-l—--')Zaman{n+”+~-'

If r > 1, then A = E[[ Xy, ..., X3]] [Xit1,-- ., X;]]; so A is a domain by induction.
Set p; = (Xi41,...,X,). Then A/p; = k[[X1,...,X;]] by (BM). Hence p; is
prime. So 0 =p, G --- & po is a chain of primes of length . Thus dim A > 7.
Assume k is a field. Then A is local with maximal ideal (X1,...,X,) and with
residue field k by the above and either by (EZI3) or again by (BI1). Therefore,
dim A < r by (BXH). Thus A is regular of dimension r.

THEOREM (22.32) (UMP of Formal Power Series). — Let R be a ring, R’ an
R-algebra, b an ideal of R', and x1,...,2, € b. Let P := R[[X1,...,X,]] be the
formal power series ring. If R is separated and complete in the b-adic topology,
then there is a unique R-algebra map w: P — R’ with 7(X;) = x; for 1 <i < mn.

Proor: Form the map 7: R[X1,...,X,] = R’ with n(X;) = z;. By the UMP
of completion 7 induces the desired map 7: P — R'.
Alternatively, for each m, the map 7 induces a map

P/{X1,...X,)" =R[X1,..., X,]/{(X1,... Xp)™ — R’ /6™,
Taking inverse limits yields 7 owing to (EZZ3) and (EZXR). O

THEOREM (22.33) (Cohen Structure). — Let A be a complete Noetherian local
ring with mazimal ideal m. Assume that A contains a coefficient field k; that
is, k = A/m. Then A ~ k[[X1,...,X,]]/a for some variables X; and ideal a.
Further, if A is regular of dimension r, then A ~ k[[X1,...,X,]].

ProOF: Take generators z1,...,xz, € m. Let m: k[[X1,...,X,]] = A be the
map with 7(X;) = x; of (2Z332). Then G*7 is surjective. Hence, 7 is surjective
by (ZZ28). Set a := Ker(w). Then k[[X1,...,X,]]/a = A.

Assume A is regular of dimension r. Take n := r. Then G®A is a polynomial
ring in 7 variables over k by (BI=22). And G*(k[[Xi,...,X,]]) is too by (ZZH).
Since G*w is surjective, it is bijective by (&) with G*A for both R and M. So
7 is bijective by (ZZ=28). Thus k[[X1,...,X,]] = A. O



23. Discrete Valuation Rings

A discrete valuation is a homomorphism from the multiplicative group of a field
to the additive group integers such that the value of a sum is at least the minimum
value of the summands. The corresponding discrete valuation ring consists of the
elements whose values are nonnegative, plus 0. We characterize these rings in
various ways; notably, we prove they are the normal Noetherian local domains of
dimension 1. Then we prove that any normal Noetherian domain is the intersection
of all the discrete valuation rings obtained by localizing at its height-1 primes.
Finally, we prove Serre’s Criterion for normality of Noetherian domains. Along the
way, we study the notions of regular sequence, depth, and Cohen-Macaulayness;
these notions are so important that we study them further in an appendix.

(28.1) (Discrete Valuations). — Let K be a field. We define a discrete valuation
of K to be a surjective function v: K* — Z such that, for every x,y € K*,

(1) v(z-y) =v()+v(y), (2) v(z+y)>min{v(z), v(y)}if z # —y. (23.1.1)
Condition (1) just means v is a group homomorphism. Hence, for any « € K*,
(1) v(1)=0 and (2) v(z™') = —v(2). (23.1.2)
As a convention, we define v(0) := co. Consider the sets
A={zeK|v(x) >0} and m:={ze K |v(z)>0}.
Clearly, A is a subring, so a domain, and m is an ideal. Further, m is nonzero as v
is surjective. We call A the discrete valuation ring (DVR) of v.
Notice that, if z € K, but ¢ A, then 2! € m; indeed, v(z) < 0, and so
v(z~1) = —v(x) > 0. Hence, Frac(A) = K. Further,
A={ze K |v(z)=0} =A—m.
Indeed, if z € A*, then v(z) > 0 and —v(x) = v(z~1) > 0; so v(x) = 0. Conversely,
if v(z) = 0, then v(z™!) = —v(z) = 0; so 27! € A, and so z € AX. Therefore, by
the nonunit criterion, A is a local domain, not a field, and m is its mazimal ideal.
An element ¢ € m with v(t) = 1 is called a (local) uniformizing parameter.
Such a t is irreducible, as t = ab with v(a) > 0 and v(b) > 0 implies v(a) = 0 or
v(b) = 0 since 1 = v(a) + v(b). Further, any x € K* has the unique factorization
x = ut™ where v € A* and n := v(z); indeed, v(u) = 0 as w = xt~". In particular,
t1 is uniformizing parameter if and only if t; = ut with u € A*; also, A is a UFD.
Moreover, A is a PID; in fact, any nonzero ideal a of A has the form

a=(t") where m:=min{v(z)|z€a}. (23.1.3)
Indeed, given a nonzero x € a, say x = ut"™ where u € A*. Then t" € a. Son > m.

Set y := ut™™"™. Then y € A and z = yt™, as desired.
In particular, m = (t) and dim(A) = 1. Thus A is regular local of dimension 1.

EXAMPLE (23.2). — The prototype is this example. Let k be a field, ¢ a variable,
and K := k((t)) the field of formal Laurent series z := Y, a;t* with n € Z and
with a; € k and a,, # 0. Set v(z) := n, the “order of vanishing” of z. Clearly, v is
a discrete valuation, the formal power series ring k[[t]] is its DVR, and m := (¢) is
its maximal ideal.

138
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The preceding example can be extended to cover any DVR A that contains a
field k with k = A/(t) where t is a uniformizing power. Indeed, A is a subring
of its completion A by (Z2A), and A = k[[t]] by the proof of the Cohen Structure
Theorem (2Z33). Further, clearly, the valuation on A restricts to that on A.

A second old example is this. Let p € Z be prime. Given x € Q, write x = ap™/b
with a,b € Z relatively prime and prime to p. Set v(z) := n. Clearly, v is a discrete
valuation, the localization Z, is its DVR, and pZ;) is its maximal ideal. We call
v the p-adic valuation of Q.

LEMMA (23.3). — Let A be a local domain, m its mazimal ideal. Assume that m
is nonzero and principal and that (),,~,m"™ = 0. Then A is a DVR.

PROOF: Given a nonzero x € A, there is an n > 0 such that z € m™ — m™+1,
Say m = (t). Then z = ut™, and v ¢ m, so u € A*. Set K := Frac(A). Given
r € KX, write ¢ = y/z where y = bt™ and z = ct* with b,c € AX. Then x = ut"
with u := b/c € A and n := m — k € Z. Define v: K* — Z by v(z) := n. If
ut™ = wt" with n > h, then (u/w)t"~" =1, and so n = h. Thus v is well defined.

Since v(t) = 1, clearly v is surjective. To verify (EZI), take z = ut™ and
y = wt" with u,w € AX. Then zy = (vw)t"*". Thus (1) holds. To verify (2), we
may assume n > h. Then z +y = t"(ut"~" + w). Hence

v(x +y) > h =min{n, h} = min{v(x), v(y)}.
Thus (2) holds. So v: K* — Z is a valuation. Clearly, A is the DVR of v. O

(23.4) (Depth). — Let R be a ring, M a nonzero module, and z1,...,z, € R. Set
M; .= M/{x1,...,2;)M. We say the sequence z1,...,z, is M-regular, or is an
M-sequence, and we call n its length if M,, # 0 and z; ¢ z.div(M,;_1) for all i.

Call the supremum of the lengths n of the M-sequences found in an ideal a the
depth of a on M, and denote it by depth(a, M). By convention, depth(a, M) =0
means a contains no nonzerodivisor on M.

If M is semilocal, call the depth of rad(M) on M simply the depth of M and
denote it by depth(M). Notice that, in this case, the condition M,, # 0 is automatic
owing to Nakayama’s Lemma (IIIZIT).

If M is semilocal and depth(M) = dim(M), call M Cohen—Macaulay. When
R is semilocal, call R Cohen—Macaulay if R is a Cohen-Macaulay R-module.

LEMMA (23.5). — Let A be a Noetherian local ring, m its mazimal ideal, and M
a nonzero finitely generated module.

(1) Then depth(M) = 0 if and only if m € Ass(M).

(2) Then depth(M) =1 if and only if there is an x € m with x ¢ z.div(M) and
m € Ass(M/xM).

(3) Then depth(M) < dim(M).

PRrROOF: Consider (1). If m € Ass(M), then it is immediate from the definitions
that m C z.div(M) and so depth(M) = 0.

Conversely, assume depth(M) = 0. Then m C z.div(M). Since A is Noetherian,
2.div(M) = U,eass(ar) P by (TZIE). Since M is also finitely generated, Ass(M) is
finite by (ICZ=2W). Hence m = p for some p € Ass(M) by Prime Avoidance, (BTH).

Consider (2). Assume depth(M) = 1. Then there is an M-sequence of length 1,
but none longer. So there is an € m with = ¢ z.div(M) and depth(M/xM) = 0.
Then m € Ass(M/xM) by (1).
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Conversely, assume there is z € m with = ¢ z.div(M). Then depth(M) > 1 by
definition. Assume m € Ass(M/xzM). Then given any y € m with y ¢ z.div(M),
also m € Ass(M/yM) by (CZ@). So depth(M/yM) = 0 by (1). So there is no
z € m such that y, z is an M-sequence. Thus depth(M) < 1. Thus depth(M) = 1.

Consider (3). Given any M-sequence 1, . .., Ty, set M; := M/{(x1,...,z;). Then
dim(M;4+1) = dim(M;) — 1 by (ETH). Hence dim(M) — n = dim(M,,) > 0. But
depth(M) := sup{n}. Thus (3) holds. O

EXERCISE (23H). — Let R be a ring, M a module, and z,y € R.

(1) Assume that z,y form an M-sequence. Prove that, given any m,n € M with
xm = yn, there exists p € M with m = yp and n = xp.

(2) Assume that z,y form an M-sequence and that y ¢ z.div(M). Prove that
y, z form an M-sequence too.

(3) Assume that R is local, that x,y lie in its maximal ideal m, and that M is
nonzero and Noetherian. Assume that, given any m,n € M with xm = yn, there
exists p € M with m = yp and n = zp. Prove that x,y form an M-sequence.

EXERCISE (2Z370). — Let A be a Noetherian local ring, M and N nonzero finitely
generated modules, F': ((R-mod)) — ((R-mod)) a left-exact functor that preserves
the finitely generated modules (such as F'(e) := Hom(M,e) by (IE=20)). Show
that, for d = 1,2, if N has depth at least d, then so does FI(N).

EXERCISE (ZXR). — Let R be a local ring, m its maximal ideal, M a Noetherian
module, z1,...,z, € m, and o a permutation of 1,...,n. Assume zy,...,z, form
an M-sequence, and prove Ty1,...,Zs, do too; first, say ¢ transposes ¢ and i + 1.

EXERCISE (EZ3H). — Prove that a Noetherian local ring A of dimension r > 1 is
regular if and only if its maximal ideal m is generated by an A-sequence. Prove
that, if A is regular, then A is Cohen—Macaulay.

THEOREM (23.10) (Characterization of DVRs). — Let A be a local ring, m its
maximal ideal. Assume A is Noetherian. Then these five conditions are equivalent:

(1) Ais a DVR.

(2) A is a normal domain of dimension 1.
(3) A is a normal domain of depth 1.

(4) A is a regular local ring of dimension 1.
(5) m is principal and of height at least 1.

PRrROOF: Assume (1). Then A is UFD by (2Z3); so A is normal by (III33).
Further, A has just two primes, (0) and m; so dim(A4) = 1. Thus (2) holds. Further,
(4) holds by (23). Clearly, (4) implies (5).

Assume (2). Take a nonzero € m. Then A/(z) # 0, so Ass(A4/(z)) # 0 by
(C13). Now, A is a local domain of dimension 1. So A has just two primes: (0)
and m. But (0) ¢ Ass(A/(x)). So m € Ass(A/(x)). Thus (ZXA)(2) yields (3).

Assume (3). By (E3H)(2), there are z,y € m such that x is nonzero and y has
residue ¥ € A/(x) with m = Ann(g). So ym C (z). Set z := y/x € Frac(A). Then
zm = (ym)/x C A. Suppose zm C m. Then z is integral over A by (III=23). But
A is normal, so z € A. So y = zx € (x), a contradiction. Hence, 1 € zm; so there
is t € m with 2zt = 1. Given w € m, therefore w = (wz)t with wz € A. Thus m is
principal. Finally, ht(m) > 1 because € m and x # 0. Thus (5) holds.

Assume (5). Set N :=(|m"”. The Krull Intersection Theorem (IB2H) yields an
x € mwith (1+2)N =0. Then 1+2 € A*. So N = 0. Further, A is a domain by
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(2T5) (1). Thus (1) holds by (Z33). O

EXERCISE (BE3T). — Let A be a DVR with fraction field K, and f € A a nonzero
nonunit. Prove A is a maximal proper subring of K. Prove dim(A) # dim(Ay).

EXERCISE (EXTZ). — Let k be a field, P := k[X,Y] the polynomial ring in two
variables, f € P an irreducible polynomial. Say f = ¢(X,Y) + ¢(X,Y) with
((X,Y) = aX + bY for a,b € k and with g € (X,Y)2. Set R := P/(f) and
p = (X,Y)/(f). Prove that R, is a DVR if and only if £ # 0. (Thus R, is a DVR
if and only if the plane curve C : f =0 C k? is nonsingular at (0,0); see (E3=21).)

EXERCISE (EZXT3). — Let & be a field, A a ring intermediate between the poly-
nomial ring and the formal power series ring in one variable: k[X] C A C k[[X]].
Suppose that A is local with maximal ideal (X). Prove that A is a DVR. (Such
local rings arise as rings of power series with curious convergence conditions.)

EXERCISE (EZ3Td). — Let L/K be an algebraic extension of fields, Xi,..., X,
variables, P and @ the polynomial rings over K and L in Xy,...,X,,.
(1) Let q be a prime of @, and p its contraction in P. Prove ht(p) = ht(q).
(2) Let f,g € P be two polynomials with no common prime factor in P. Prove
that f and ¢ have no common prime factor ¢ € Q.

(23.15) (Serre’s Conditions). — Let R be a Noetherian ring. We say Serre’s
Condition (R,) holds if, for any prime p of height m < n, the localization R, is
regular of dimension m.

For example, (Ro) holds if and only if R,, is a field for any minimal prime p. Also,
(R1) holds if and only if (Ro) does and R, is a DVR for any p of height-1.

We say Serre’s Condition (S,) holds for an R-module M if, for any prime p,

depth(M,) > min{dim(M,), n}.
Note depth(M,) < dim(M,) by (Z3T)(3). Hence (S,,) holds if and only if M, is

Cohen-Macaulay when depth(M,) < n. In particular, (S;) holds if and only if p is
minimal when p € Ass(M) by (ICCIH); that is, M has no embedded primes.

EXERCISE (BEXTH). — Let R be a Noetherian domain, M a finitely generated
module. Show that M is torsionfree if and only if it satisfies (S;).

EXERCISE (ZXT1). — Let R be a Noetherian ring. Show that R is reduced if and
only if (Rg) and (S;) hold.

LEMMA (23.18). — Let R be a Noetherian domain. Set
@ :={p prime | ht(p) =1} and X :={p prime|depth(R,) =1}.
Then ® C 2, and ® = X if and only if (S2) holds. Further, R = ﬂpeE R,.

PROOF: Given p € @, set q := pR,,. Take 0 # x € q. Then q is minimal over (z).
So q € Ass(R,/(z)) by (CIR). Hence depth(R,) =1 by (233)(2). Thus & C X.

However, (S;) holds by (EZ3T4). Hence (S2) holds if and only if & D ¥. Thus
® =X if and only if (S2) holds.

Further, R C Ry, for any prime p by (I3); so R C [,cx Ry As to the opposite
inclusion, take an € (),cx5; Ryp. Say z = a/bwitha,b € Rand b # 0. Thena € bR,
for all p € ¥. But p € ¥ if pR, € Ass(R,/bR,) by (ZZ3)(2), so if p € Ass(R/bR)
by (CZ1W). Hence a € bR by (IEZH). Thus x € R, as desired. O
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THEOREM (23.19). — Let R be a normal Noetherian domain. Then
R=,cp By where ®:={p prime|ht(p)=1}.

PROOF: As R is normal, so is R, for any prime p by (IT32). So depth(R,) =1
if and only if dim(R,) = 1 by (2310). Thus (Z3IR) yields the assertion. O

THEOREM (23.20) (Serre’s Criterion). — Let R be a Noetherian domain. Then R
is normal if and only if (R1) and (S2) hold.

PROOF: As R is a domain, (Rg) and (S;) hold by (23T@). If R is normal, then
so is Ry for any prime p by (IT32); whence, (Ry) and (S2) hold by (231M).

Conversely, assume R satisfies (R1) and (S2). Let = be integral over R. Then
x is integral over R, for any prime p. Now, R, is a DVR for all p of height 1 as
R satisfies (R1). Hence, € R, for all p of height 1, so for all p of depth 1 as R
satisfies (S2). So x € R owing to (Z3IR). Thus R is normal. O

EXAMPLE (23.21). — Let k be an algebraically closed field, P := k[X,Y] the
polynomial ring in two variables, f € P irreducible. Then dim(P) = 2 by (IEIR)
or by (BEIIR). Set R := P/(f). Then R is a domain.

Let p C R be a nonzero prime. Say p = m/(f). Then 0 & (f) & m is a chain of
primes of length 2, the maximum. Thus m is maximal, and dim(R) = 1.

Hence m = (X — a,Y — b) for some a,b € k by (IEH). Write

f(X,)Y)=0f/0X(a,b)(X —a) +0f/0Y (a,b)(Y —b) +g¢

where g € m?. Then R, is a DVR if and only if 8f/9X (a,b) and 9f/dY (a,b)
are not both equal to zero owing to (Z3I3) applied after making the change of
variables X' := X —gand Y':=Y —b.

Clearly, R satisfies (Sz). Further, R satisfies (Ry) if and only if R, is a DVR
for every nonzero prime p. Hence, by Serre’s Criterion, R is normal if and only if
0f/0X and 9f/9Y do not both belong to any maximal ideal m of P containing f.
(Put geometrically, R is normal if and only if the plane curve C : f = 0 C k? is
nonsingular everywhere.) Thus R is normal if and only if (f, 0f/0X, 0f/0Y) = 1.

EXERCISE (EZ322). — Prove that a Noetherian domain R is normal if and only if,
given any prime p associated to a principal ideal, pRR, is principal.

EXERCISE (Z323). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, K its total quotient ring,
® := {p prime | ht(p) =1} and 3 := {p prime | depth(R,)=1}.
Assuming (S;) holds for R, prove ® C ¥, and prove & = 3 if and only if (S3) holds.
Further, without assuming (S1) holds, prove this canonical sequence is exact:

R— K — HPG2 K,/R,.

EXERCISE (EZ32d). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, and K its total quotient ring.
Set ® := {p prime | ht(p) = 1}. Prove these three conditions are equivalent:

(1) R is normal.

(2) (Ry) and (S2) hold.

(3) (Ry) and (S;1) hold, and R = K — [[, .o Kp/Rp is exact.

ped
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EXERCISE (E3X2H). — Let R — R’ be a flat map of Noetherian rings, a C R an
ideal, M a finitely generated R-module, and x1,...,x, an M-sequence in a. Set
M':= M ®pr R'. Assume M'/aM’ # 0. Show z1,...,x, is an M’'-sequence in aR’'.

EXERCISE (EZ328H). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, a an ideal, and M a finitely
generated module with M/aM # 0. Let xi,...,x, be an M-sequence in a and
p € Supp(M/aM). Prove the following statements:

(1) z1/1,...,2,/1 is an My-sequence in a,, and

(2) depth(a, M) < depth(ay,, M,).

(23.27) (Finished Sequences). — Let R be aring, a an ideal, M a nonzero module.
We say an M-sequence in a is finished in a, if it can not be lengthened in a.

In particular, a sequence of length 0 is finished in a if there are no nonzerodivisors
on M in a; that is, a C z.div(M).

An M-sequence in a can, plainly, be lengthened until finished in a provided
depth(a, M) is finite. It is finite if R is Noetherian, M is finitely generated, and
M/aM # 0, as then depth(a, M) < depth(M,) for any p € Supp(M/alM) by
(2328) (2) and depth(M,) < dim(M,) by (233)(3) and dim(M,) < oo by (2IA).

PROPOSITION (23.28). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, a an ideal, and M a finitely
generated module. Assume M/aM # 0. Let x1,...,2Zy be a finished M-sequence
in a. Then m = depth(a, M).

ProOOF: Let y1,...,y, be a second finished M-sequence in a. Say m < n. Induct
on m. Suppose m = 0. Then a C z.div(M). Hence n = 0 too. Now, suppose m > 1.

Set M; := M/(x1,...,2;)M and N;j := M/(y1,...,y;)M for all 7, . Set

U =" 2.div(M;) U z.div(N;).
Then U is equal to the union of all associated primes of M; for i < m and of
Nj for j < n by (ZId). And these primes are finite in number by (ICZZZT).
Suppose a C U. Then a lies in one of the primes, say p € Ass(M;), by (B=TH). But
Zit1 € a —z.div(M;) and a C p C z.div(M;), a contradiction. Thus a ¢ U.

Take z € a — U. Then z ¢ z.div(M;) for i < m and z ¢ z.div(N;) for j < n.
Now, a C z.div(M,,) by finishedness. So a C q for some q € Ass(M,,) by (CZ2H).
But M,, = My,—1/xmM,,—1. Moreover, xz,, and z are nonzerodivisors on M,,_;.
Also zp,,z € a C q. So q € Ass(My,—1/2Mp,—1) by (C2Z0). Hence

a CzdiviM/{z1,...,Tm-1,2)M).
Hence x1,...,2m_1,2 is finished in a. Similarly, y1,...,yn—1,2 is finished in a.
Thus we may replace both z,, and y, by z.
By (23®)(2), we may move z to the front of both sequences. Thus we may

assume r1 = y; = 2. Then M; = N;. Further, zs,...,z,, and yo,...,y, are
finished M;-sequences in a. So by induction, m —1 =n — 1. Thus m = n. (I

EXERCISE (EZ329). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, a an ideal, and M a finitely
generated module with M/aM # 0. Let x € a be a nonzerodivisor on M. Show

depth(a, M/xM) = depth(a, M) — 1.
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EXERCISE (EZ3330). — Let A be a Noetherian local ring, M a finitely generated
module, x ¢ z.div(M). Show M is Cohen-Macaulay if and only if M/xM is so.

PROPOSITION (23.31). — Let R — R’ be a map of Noetherian rings, a C R an
ideal, and M a finitely generated R-module with M/aM # 0. Set M' .= M @r R'.
Assume R'/R is faithfully flat. Then depth(aR’, M') = depth(a, M).

ProoOF: By (23Z@), there is a finished M-sequence z1,...,z, in a. For all i,
set M; .= M/(x1,...,2;)M and M| := M'/{z1,...,xz;)M’'. By (EI3), we have

M'/aM' = M/aM ®@r R and M= M; ®r R'.

So M'/aM’ # 0 by faithful flatness. Hence x4, ..., z, is an M’-sequence by (E32H).
As x1,...,2, is finished, a C z.div(M,). So Homg(R/a, M,) # 0 by (C2H).
However, (£20) and (BI) yield

Hompg(R/a,M,) ®r R = Homg(R/a, M) = Hompg/(R'/aR’, M)).

So Homp: (R'/aR', M) # 0 by faithful flatness. So aR’ C z.div(M) by (CZ=ZH). So
x1,...,, is a finished M’-sequence in aR’. Thus (ZZ2R) yields the assertion. O

EXERCISE (Z3=32). — Let A be a Noetherian local ring, and M a nonzero finitely
generated module. Prove the following statements:

(1) depth(M) = depth(}M).

(2) M is Cohen—Macaulay if and only if M is Cohen-Macaulay.

EXERCISE (Z3233). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, a an ideal, and M a finitely
generated module with M/aM # 0. Show that there is p € Supp(M/aM) with

depth(a, M) = depth(ay,, M,).

LEMMA (23.34). — Let A be a Noetherian local ring, m its mazimal ideal, a an-
other ideal, M a nonzero finitely generated module, and x € m —z.div(M). Assume
a C zdiv(M). Set M':= M/xM. Then there is p € Ass(M') with p D a.

PrOOF: By hypothesis, the sequence 0 — M Loy M — M’ — 0 is exact.
Set H := Hom(A/a,M). Then H # 0 by (CC2H) as a C z.div(M). Further, H is
finitely generated by (B20). So H/xH # 0 by Nakayama’s Lemma ([OZTX). Also,
0 — H 2% H — Hom(A/a, M) is exact by (B2I8); so H/xH C Hom(A/a, M’).
So Hom(A/a, M") # 0. But Supp(4/a) = V(a) by (IZ=M). Thus (C28) yields
the desired p. ([l

LEMMA (23.35). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, M a nonzero finitely generated
module, pg € Ass(M), and po ; ; P a chain of primes. Assume that there is
no prime p with p; 1 G p G p;i for any i. Then depth(p,, M) <r.

Proor: If r = 0, then py C z.div(M). So depth(pg, M) = 0, as desired. Induct
on r. Assume r > 1. As py € Ass(M), we have p, € Supp(M) by (IZZI7);
so M,, # 0. So Nakayama’s Lemma (IIIIW) yields M, /p,M, # 0. Further,
depth(p,, M) < depth(M,, ) by (ZZ2H)(2). So localizing at p,, we may assume R
is local and p,- is the maximal ideal.

Let z1,...,xs be a finished M-sequence in p,._1. Then as p,_1 C p,, clearly
M/p—1M # 0. So s = depth(p,_1, M) by (ZZ2R). So by induction s <r—1. Set
M := M/{x1,...,x5)M. Then p,_1 C z.div(M;) by finishedness.

Suppose p, C z.div(M;). Then z1, ...,z is finished in p,. So s = depth(p,, M)
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by (EZ32R), as desired.

Suppose instead p, ¢ z.div(Ms). Then there’s x € p,—z.div(My). Sox1,..., x5,
is an M-sequence in p,. By (B3Z33d), there is p € Ass(Mg/xM;) with p D p,—_1.
But p = Ann(m) for some m € My/xMj, so 2 € p. Hence p,—1 G p C p,. Hence,
by hypothesis, p = p,.. Hence x1,...,xs,x is finished in p,.. So (EZ2ZR) yields
s+ 1 = depth(p,, M). Thus depth(p,, M) < r, as desired. O

THEOREM (23.36) (Unmixedness). — Let A be a Noetherian local ring, and M
a finitely generated module. Assume M is Cohen—Macaulay. Then M has no
embedded primes, and all mazimal chains of primes in Supp(M) are of the same
length, namely, dim(M).

PROOF: Given pg € Ass(M), take any maximal chain of primes pg & --- G p,.
Then p, is the maximal ideal. So depth(M) = depth(p,, M). So depth(M) < r by
(2331). But depth(M) = dim(M) as M is Cohen-Macaulay. And r < dim(M) by
(211). So r = dim(M). Hence po is minimal. Thus M has no embedded primes.

Given any maximal chain of primes po G --- S p, in Supp(M), necessarily po is
minimal. So pg € Ass(M) by (CCIR). Thus, as above, r = dim(M), as desired. O

EXERCISE (2Z337). — Prove that a Cohen—Macaulay local ring A is catenary.

PROPOSITION (23.38). — Let A be a Noetherian local ring, M a finitely generated
module. Let x1,...,x, be nonunits of A, and set M; := M/{x1,...,x;)M for alli.
Assume M is Cohen—Macaulay. Then x1,...,x, is an M-sequence if and only if
it s part of a sop; if so, then M, is Cohen—Macaulay.

PrOOF: First, assume x1,...,x, is part of a sop. Induct on n. For n = 0, the
assertion is trivial. Say n > 1. By induction z1,...,z,_1 is an M-sequence, and
M, is Cohen—Macaulay. Now, all maximal chains of primes in Supp(M,,_1) have
the same length by (Z3=38), and dim(M,,) = dim(M,,—1)—1 by (2IH). Hence z,, is
in no minimal prime of M,,_;. But M,,_; has no embedded primes by (Z3=38). So
xn & p for any p € Ass(Mp,_1). So x,, ¢ z.div(M,,_1) by (C28). Thus z1,...,z,
is an M-sequence. Finally, as M,,_; is Cohen-Macaulay, so is M,, by (Z3=30).

Conversely, assume x1,...,x, is an M-sequence. By (E3ZZZ@), extend it to a
finished M-sequence x1,...,z,. Then depth(M,) = 0, and M, is Cohen—-Macaulay
by (23=30) applied recursively. So dim(M,.) = 0. Thus z1,...,x, is a sop. O

PROPOSITION (23.39). — Let A be a Noetherian local ring, M a finitely generated
module, p € Supp(M). Set s := depth(p, M). Assume M is Cohen—Macaulay.
Then My is a Cohen-Macaulay Ap-module of dimension s.

PRrROOF: Induct on s. Assume s = 0. Then p C z.div(M). So p lies in some
q € Ass(M) by (C2H). But q is minimal in Supp(M) by (E3Z=38). So q = p.
Hence dim(M,) = 0. Thus M, is a Cohen-Macaulay A,-module of dimension 0.

Assume s > 1. Then there is x € p — z.div(M). Set M’ := M/xM, and set
s’ := depth(p, M’). Then M/pM # 0 by (IZZM). So s = s — 1 by (E329), and
M" is Cohen-Macaulay by (ZZ=20). Further, M, = M,/xM, by (CZZ2). But
x € p. So My # 0 by Nakayama’s Lemma (IIZTM). So p € Supp(M’). Hence by
induction, M]g is a Cohen-Macaulay Ap-module of dimension s — 1.

As x ¢ zdiv(M), also = ¢ z.div(M,) by (Z3228)(1). Hence M, is a Cohen-
Macaulay Ap-module by (23=30). Finally, dim(M,) = s by (2T3). O
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DEFINITION (23.40). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, and M a finitely generated
module. We call M Cohen—Macaulay if M, is a Cohen-Macaulay Ry-module for
every maximal ideal m € Supp(M). It is equivalent that M, be a Cohen-Macaulay
Ry-module for every p € Supp(M), because if p lies in the maximal ideal m, then
Ry is the localization of Ry, at the prime ideal pRy, by (II=28), and hence R, is
Cohen—Macaulay if Ry, is by (2ZX=9).

We say R is Cohen—Macaulay if R is a Cohen-Macaulay R-module.

PROPOSITION (23.41). — Let R be a Noetherian ring. Then R is Cohen—Macaulay
if and only if the polynomial ring R[X] is Cohen—Macaulay.

PRrROOF: First, assume R[X] is Cohen-Macaulay. Given a prime p of R, set
P := pR[X] + (X). Then P is prime in R[X] by (ZIR). Now, R[X]/(X) = R
and P/(X) = p owing to (ILR); hence, Ry = R, by (I29)(1). Further, (C2Z22)
yields (R[X]/(X))p = R[X|p/(X)R[X]yp. Hence R[X|yp/(X)R[X]|p = R,. But
R[X]y is Cohen-Macaulay by (2Z320), and X is plainly a nonzerodivisor; so R is
Cohen—Macaulay by (2330). Thus R is Cohen-Macaulay.

Conversely, assume R is Cohen-Macaulay. Given a maximal ideal 91 of R[X], set
m:=MN R. Then R[X]|m = (R[X]m)m by (I29)(1), and R[X|m = Ru[X] by
(r==m). But Ry, is Cohen-Macaulay. Thus, to show R[X]on is Cohen-Macaulay,
replace R by Ry, and so assume R is local with maximal ideal m.

As M(R/m)[X] is maximal, it contains a nonzero polynomial f. As R/m is a field,
we may take f monic. Lift f to a monic polynomial f € 9. Set B := R[X]/(f).
Then B is a free, module-finite extension of R by (IIZA). So dim(R) = dim(B)
by (IT2). Plainly dim(B) > dim(Boyr). So dim(R) > dim(Boy).

Further, B is flat over R by (B2). And Byy is flat over B by (IZZZW). So By
is flat over R by (EI2). So any R-sequence in m is a Bop-sequence by (EZ321) as
By /mBgn # 0. Hence depth(Bsoy) > depth(R).

But depth(R) = dim(R) and dim(R) > dim(Bgy). So depth(Bgn) > dim(Boy).
But the opposite inequality holds by (EZ3H). Thus Bsy is Cohen—Macaulay. But
Bop = R[X]on/{f)R[X]om by (CZ22). And f is monic, so a nonzerodivisor. So
R[X]on is Cohen—Macaulay by (23=30). Thus R[X] is Cohen—Macaulay. O

DEFINITION (23.42). — A ring R is called universally catenary if every finitely
generated R-algebra is catenary.

THEOREM (23.43). — A Cohen—Macaulay ring R is universally catenary.

PRrROOF: Clearly any quotient of a catenary ring is catenary, as chains of primes
can be lifted by (™). So it suffices to prove that, for any n, the polynomial ring
P in n variables over R is catenary.

Notice P is Cohen—Macaulay by induction on n, as P = R if n = 0, and the
induction step holds by (232M). Now, given nested primes q C p in P, put p in
a maximal ideal m. Then any chain of primes from ¢ to p corresponds to a chain
from qPy, to pPy by (20). But P, is Cohen-Macaulay, so catenary by (EZ3231).
Thus the assertion holds. O

EXAMPLE (23.44). — Trivially, a field is Cohen-Macaulay. Plainly, a domain of
dimension 1 is Cohen—-Macaulay. By (23=20), a normal domain of dimension 2
is Cohen—Macaulay. Thus these rings are all universally catenary by (ZZZ3). In
particular, we recover (IIEIH).
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PROPOSITION (23.45). — Let A be a regular local ring of dimension n, and M a
finitely generated module. Assume M is Cohen—Macaulay of dimension n. Then
M is free.

ProOF: Induct on n. If n =0, then A is a field by (EI20), and so M is free.

Assume n > 1. Let ¢ € A be an element of a regular system of parameters.
Then A/(t) is regular of dimension n — 1 by (EI=23). As M is Cohen-Macaulay of
dimension n, any associated prime ¢ is minimal in A by (2Z3=38); so q = (0) as A is
a domain by (2I-24). Hence ¢ is a nonzerodivisor on M by (CCIH). So M/tM is
Cohen—Macaulay of dimension n — 1 by (E3330) and (BIH). Hence by induction,
M/tM is free, say of rank r.

Let k be the residue field of A. Then M ®4 k = (M/tM) ® 4,y k by (BETH)(1).
So r = rank(M ®4 k).

Set p := (t). Then A, is a DVR by (23I1). Moreover, M, is Cohen-Macaulay
of dimension 1 by (Z339) as depth((t), M) = 1. So M, is torsionfree by (ZZIH).
Therefore M, is flat by (E228), so free by (=20). Set s := rank(M,).

Let k(p) be the residue field of A,. Then M, ®4, k(p) = M, /tM, by (BEIH)(1).
Moreover, M, /tM, = (M/tM), by (I2Z22). So r = s.

Set K := Frac(A). Then M, ®4, K = M ®4 K by (IT=29)(1). Hence M ®4 K
has rank 7. Thus M is free by (IZIA). O



24. Dedekind Domains

Dedekind domains are defined as the normal Noetherian domains of dimension 1.
We prove they are the Noetherian domains whose localizations at nonzero primes
are discrete valuation rings. Next we prove the Main Theorem of Classical Ideal
Theory: in a Dedekind domain, every nonzero ideal factors uniquely into primes.
Then we prove that a normal domain has a module-finite integral closure in any
finite separable extension of its fraction field by means of the trace pairing of the
extension. We conclude that a ring of algebraic integers is a Dedekind domain and
that, if a domain is algebra finite over a field of characteristic 0, then in the fraction
field or in any algebraic extension of it, the integral closure is module finite over
the domain and is algebra finite over the field.

DEFINITION (24.1). — A domain R is said to be Dedekind if it is Noetherian,
normal, and of dimension 1.

EXAMPLE (24.2). — Examples of Dedekind domains include the integers Z, the
Gaussian integers Z[\/j }, the polynomial ring k[X] in one variable over a field,
and any DVR. Indeed, those rings are PIDs, and every PID R is a Dedekind domain:
R is Noetherian by definition; R is a UFD, so normal by Gauss’s Theorem, (III=33);
and R is of dimension 1 since every nonzero prime is maximal by (BZ23).

On the other hand, any local Dedekind domain is a DVR by (2311).

EXAMPLE (24.3). — Let d € Z be a square-free integer. Set R := Z + Zn where

Ja+Vd)/2 ifd=1 (mod 4);
= Vd if not.

Then R is the integral closure of Z in Q(\/ﬁ) by [B, Prp.(6.14), p.412]; so R is
normal by (IIZ2H). Also, dim(R) = dim(Z) by (IET2); so dim(R) = 1. Finally,
R is Noetherian by (IEI2) as Z is so and as R := Z + Zn. Thus R is Dedekind.

EXAMPLE (24.4). — Let k be an algebraically closed field, P := k[X,Y] the
polynomial ring in two variables, f € P irreducible. By (E3Z21), R is a Noetherian
domain of dimension 1, and R is Dedekind if and only if (f, df/0X, 0f/0Y) = 1.

EXERCISE (2Z3H). — Let R be a domain, S a multiplicative subset.

(1) Assume dim(R) = 1. Prove dim(S~!R) = 1 if and only if there is a nonzero
prime p with pN S = 0.

(2) Assume dim(R) > 1. Prove dim(R) =1 if and only if dim(R,) = 1 for every
nonzero prime p.

EXERCISE (EZE). — Let R be a Dedekind domain, S a multiplicative subset.
Prove ST'R is a Dedekind domain if and only if there’s a nonzero prime p with

pNS=>0.

PROPOSITION (24.7). — Let R be a Noetherian domain, not a field. Then R is a
Dedekind domain if and only if R, is a DVR for every nonzero prime p.
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PrOOF: If R is Dedekind, then R, is too by (BZH); so R, is a DVR by (2310).
Conversely, suppose R, is a DVR for every nonzero prime p. Then, trivially, R

satisfies (Ry) and (Sz2); so R is normal by Serre’s Criterion. Since R is not a field,
dim(R) > 1; whence, dim(R) = 1 by (223)(2). Thus R is Dedekind. O

EXERCISE (EZR). — Let R be a Dedekind domain, and a, b, ¢ ideals. By first
reducing to the case that R is local, prove that

an(b+c¢)=(anb)+ (anc),
at+(bNc)=(a+b)N(a+c).

PROPOSITION (24.9). — In a Noetherian domain R of dimension 1, every ideal
a # 0 has a unique factorization a = qy - - - q, with the q; primary and their primes
p; distinct; further, {p1,...,p,} = Ass(R/a) and q; = aR,, N R for each i.

PRroOOF: The Lasker—-Noether Theorem, (IIB=2M), yields an irredundant primary
decomposition a = () q;. Say q; is p;-primary. Then by (IXTH) the p; are distinct
and {p;} = Ass(R/a).

The q; are pairwise comaximal for the following reason. Suppose q; + q; lies in
a maximal ideal m. Now, p; := /q; by (IE3H); so p;"* C q; for some n; by (B32).
Hence p;'* C m. So p; C m by (222). But 0 # a C p;; hence, p; is maximal since
dim(R) = 1. Therefore, p; = m. Similarly, p; = m. Hence ¢ = j. Thus the q; are
pairwise comaximal. So the Chinese Remainder Theorem, (ICIA), yields a =[], qs.

As to uniqueness, let a = [] q; be any factorization with the q; primary and their
primes p; distinct. The p; are minimal containing a as dim(R) = 1; so the p; lie
in Ass(R/a) by (ICCIR). By the above reasoning, the g; are pairwise comaximal
and so [[q; = ()9:;- Hence a = [)g; is an irredundant primary decomposition
by (IXTH). So the p; are unique by the First Uniqueness Theorem, (IIZ=2), and
q; = aR,, N R by the Second Uniqueness Theorem, (I823), and by (IZ12)(3). O

THEOREM (24.10) (Main Theorem of Classical Ideal Theory). — Let R be a do-
main. Assume R is Dedekind. Then every nonzero ideal a has a unique factoriza-
tion into primes p. In fact, if v, denotes the valuation of Ry, then

a= Hpvp(ﬂ) where ’Up(a) := min{ Up(a) |a€atl.

ProOF: Using (EZZH), write a = [] gq; with the q; primary, their primes p; dis-
tinct and unique, and q; = aR,, N R. Then R,, is a DVR by (2Z22). So (Z3XI3)
yields aR,, = p;" Ry, with m; := min{vp,(a/s) | « € aand s € R —p; }. But
vp,(1/s) = 0. So wp,(a/s) = vp,(a). Hence m; := vy, (a). Now, p;"* is primary
by (IEIMD) as p, is maximal; so p;"* Ry, "R = p;"" by (IZ=23). Thus q;, = p;"". O

COROLLARY (24.11). — A Noetherian domain R of dimension 1 is Dedekind if
and only if every primary ideal is a power of its radical.

ProOF: If R is Dedekind, every primary ideal is a power of its radical by (EZ-1M).

Conversely, given a nonzero prime p, set m := pR,. Then m # 0. So m # m? by
Nakayama’s Lemma. Take ¢t € m — m2. Then m is the only prime containing ¢, as
dim(R,) = 1 by (B23)(2). So tR, is m-primary by (IZIM). Set q := tR,NR. Then
q is p-primary by (IEH). So q = p™ for some n by hypothesis. But qR, = tR, by
(=) (3)(b). So tRy, =m™. But t ¢ m®. Son =1. So R, is a DVR by (231m).
Thus R is Dedekind by (222). O
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EXERCISE (EZT32). — Prove that a semilocal Dedekind domain A is a PID. Begin
by proving that each maximal ideal is principal.

EXERCISE (BZZI3). — Let R be a Dedekind domain, a and b two nonzero ideals.
Prove (1) every ideal in R/a is principal, and (2) b is generated by two elements.

LEMMA (24.14) (Artin Character). — Let L be a field, G a group, o;: G — L*
distinct homomorphisms. Then the o; are linearly independent over L in the vector
space of set maps o: G — L under valuewise addition and scalar multiplication.

PROOF: Suppose there’s an equation 27;1 a;o; = 0 with nonzero a; € L. Take
m > 1 minimal. Now, o; # 0 as 0;: G — L*; so m > 2. Since o1 # 03, there’s an
z € G with o1(z) # o2(x). Then Y " | a;04(z)oi(y) = > ivy aioi(xzy) = 0 for every
y € G since o; is a homomorphism.

Set b; := a;(1 — o(x)/o1(z)). Then

m m 1 m
bio; = i0i — —— i i = 0.
; o ;aa Jl(x);aa(aﬁ)a 0

But b; = 0 and bs # 0, contradicting the minimality of m. O
(24.15) (Trace). — Let L/K be a finite Galois field extension. Its trace is this:
tr: L - K by tr(z):= Z o(x).

o€Gal(L/K)

Clearly, tr is K-linear. It is nonzero by (2ZId) applied with G := L*.
Consider the symmetric K-bilinear Trace Pairing:

LxL—K by (z,y) tr(zy). (24.15.1)

It is nondegenerate for this reason. As tr is nonzero, there is z € L with tr(z) # 0.
Now, given z € L™, set y := z/x. Then tr(zy) # 0, as desired.

LEMMA (24.16). — Let R be a normal domain, K its fraction field, L/K a finite
Galois field extension, and x € L integral over R. Then tr(z) € R.

PRrROOF: Let 2" 4+ a12" "' + --- 4+ a, = 0 be an equation of integral dependence
for z over R. Let o € Gal(L/K). Then

(c2)" +ay(ox)" P+ +a, =0;

so oz is integral over R. Hence tr(z) is integral over R, and lies in K. Thus
tr(z) € R since R is normal. O

THEOREM (24.17) (Finiteness of integral closure). — Let R be a normal Noether-
ian domain, K its fraction field, L/K a finite separable field extension, and R’ the
integral closure of R in L. Then R’ is module finite over R, and is Noetherian.

ProoF: Let L; be the Galois closure of L/K, and R} the integral closure of R
in L. Let z1,...,2, € Ly form a K-basis. Using (II=2F), write z; = y;/a; with
y; € R} and a; € R. Clearly, y1,...,y, form a basis of L;/K contained in R].

Let z1,...,x, form the dual basis with respect to the Trace Pairing, (EZT5),
so that tr(z;y;) = 0;;. Given b € R, write b =) ¢;z; with ¢; € K. Fix j. Then

tr(by;) = tr(zi cixiyj) =), ctr(zy;) =c¢; for each j.
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But by; € R}. So ¢; € R by (BZId). Thus R’ C ) Rz;. Since R is Noetherian,
R’ is module finite over R-module and Noetherian owing to (IETH). O

COROLLARY (24.18). — Let R be a Dedekind domain, K its fraction field, L/K a
finite separable field extension. Then the integral closure R’ of R in L is Dedekind.

PROOF: First, R’ is module finite over R by (BZTM); so R’ is Noetherian by
(IET™). Second, R’ is normal by (II32). Finally, dim(R’') = dim(R) by (IE132),
and dim(R) = 1 as R is Dedekind. Thus R is Dedekind. O

THEOREM (24.19). — A ring of algebraic integers is a Dedekind domain.

PrOOF: By (BZ3), Z is a Dedekind domain; whence, so is its integral closure in
any field that is a finite extension of Q by (EZZIR). O

THEOREM (24.20) (Noether on Finiteness of Integral Closure). — Let k be a field
of characteristic 0, and R an algebra-finite domain over k. Set K := Frac(R). Let
L/K be a finite field extension (possibly L = K ), and R’ the integral closure of R
i L. Then R’ is module finite over R and is algebra finite over k.

PrOOF: By the Noether Normalization Lemma, (IIEI), R is module finite over
a polynomial subring P. Then P is normal by Gauss’s Theorem, (II333), and
Noetherian by the Hilbert Basis Theorem, (IEI3); also, L/ Frac(P) is a finite field
extension, which is separable as k is of characteristic 0. Thus R’ is module finite
over P by (BZTM), and so R’ is plainly algebra finite over k. O

(24.21) (Other cases). — In (BZIR), even if L/K is inseparable, the integral
closure R’ of R in L is still Dedekind; see (EEIR).

However, Akizuki constructed an example of a DVR R and a finite inseparable
extension L/Frac(R) such that the integral closure of R is a DVR, but is not
module finite over R. The construction is nicely explained in [, Secs. 9.4(1) and
9.5]. Thus separability is a necessary hypothesis in (EZ12).

Noether’s Theorem, (22220), remains valid in positive characteristic, but the
proof is more involved. See [@, (13.13), p.297].



25. Fractional Ideals

A fractional ideal is defined to be a submodule of the fraction field of a domain.
A fractional ideal is called invertible if its product with another fractional ideal
is equal to the given domain. We characterize the invertible fractional ideals as
those that are nonzero, finitely generated, and principal locally at every maximal
ideal. We prove that, in a Dedekind domain, any two nonzero ordinary ideals
have an invertible fractional ideal as their quotient. We characterize Dedekind
domains as those domains whose ordinary ideals are, equivalently, all invertible, all
projective, or all finitely generated and flat. Further, we prove a Noetherian domain
is Dedekind if and only if every torsionfree module is flat. Finally, we prove the
ideal class group is equal to the Picard group; the former is the group of invertible
fractional ideals modulo those that are principal, and the latter is the group, under
tensor product, of isomorphism classes of modules local free of rank 1.

DEFINITION (25.1). — Let R be a domain, and set K := Frac(R). We call an
R-submodule M of K a fractional ideal. We call M principal if there is an
r € K with M = Rx.

Given another fractional ideal N, form these two new fractional ideals:

MN :={>azy|z;€e Mandy; e N} and (M:N):={z€K|zNCM}.
We call them the product of M and N and the quotient of M by N.

EXERCISE (BB52). — Let R be a domain, M and N nonzero fractional ideals.
Prove that M is principal if and only if there exists some isomorphism M =~ R.
Construct the following canonical surjection and canonical isomorphism:

7 M®N —» MN and ¢: (M :N)—=5 Hom(N,M).

PROPOSITION (25.3). — Let R be a domain, and K := Frac(R). Consider these
finiteness conditions on a fractional ideal M :

(1) There exist ordinary ideals a and b with b #0 and (a:b) = M.

(2) There exists an x € K* with xM C R.

(3) There exists a nonzero x € R with xtM C R.

(4) M is finitely generated.
Then (1), (2), and (3) are equivalent, and they are implied by (4). Further, all four
conditions are equivalent for every M if and only if R is Noetherian.

PRrROOF: Assume (1) holds. Take any nonzero z € b. Given m € M, clearly
xm € a C R; so M C R. Thus (2) holds.

Assume (2) holds. Write © = a/b with a,b € Rand a,b # 0. Then aM C bR C R.
Thus (3) holds.

If (3) holds, then xM and xR are ordinary, and M = (zM : zR); thus (1) holds.

Assume (4) holds. Say y1/z1,...,Yyn/xn € K* generate M with z;,y; € R. Set
x:=][x;. Then z # 0 and M C R. Thus (3) holds.

Assume (3) holds and R is Noetherian. Then aM C R. So xzM is finitely
generated, say by y1,...,Yn. Then y1/z,...,y,/x generate M. Thus (4) holds.

Finally, assume all four conditions are equivalent for every M. If M is ordinary,
then (3) holds with = := 1, and so (4) holds. Thus R is Noetherian. O
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LEMMA (25.4). — Let R be a domain, M and N fractional ideals. Let S be a
multiplicative subset. Then

STHMN)=(ST'M)(ST'N) and S '(M:N)c (S™*M:S'N),
with equality if N is finitely generated.

PROOF: Givenz € S™1(MN), write z = (3 m;n;)/s with m; € M, withn; € N,
and with s € S. Then = Y (m;/s)(n;/1), and so x € (S™'M)(S~IN). Thus
STYMN) C (ST'M)(S7IN).

Conversely, given z € (ST!M)(S™IN), say = = > (m;/s;)(n;/t;) with m; € M
and n; € N and s;,t; € S. Set s:=]]s; and ¢ := [ ¢;. Then

x =Y (myn;/sit;) =Y, min! /st € STYMN)
with m; € M and n, € N. Thus S~} (MN) D (S™1M)(S~1N), so equality holds.

Given z € S7Y(M : N), write 2 = x/s with z € (M : N) and s € S. Given
y € STIN, write y = n/t withn € N and t € S. Then z-n/t = xn/st and zn € M
and st € S. So z € (S7'!M : S7IN). Thus S™'(M : N) C (S~'M : S~IN).

Conversely, say N is generated by ny,...,n,. Given z € (S7'M : S7IN), write
zn;/1 = m;/s; with m; € M and s; € S. Set s := [[s;. Then sz-n; € M. So
sz € (M : N). Hence z € ST (M : N), as desired. O

DEFINITION (25.5). — Let R be a domain. We call a fractional ideal M locally
principal if, for every maximal ideal m, the localization M, is principal over Ry,.

EXERCISE (EEH). — Let R be a domain, M and N fractional ideals. Prove that
the map 7: M ® N — MN is an isomorphism if M is locally principal.

(25.7) (Invertible fractional ideals). — Let R be a domain. A fractional ideal M
is said to be invertible if there is some fractional ideal M~ with MM~ = R.
For example, a nonzero principal ideal Rz is invertible, as (Rz)(R-1/x) = R.

PROPOSITION (25.8). — Let R be a domain, M an invertible fractional ideal.
Then M~ is unique; in fact, M~ = (R : M).

ProOF: Clearly M~! C (R: M) as MM~! = R. But, if z € (R : M), then
r-1€(R: MMM~ C M~ sox € M. Thus (R: M) C M~ as desired. O

EXERCISE (22™). — Let R be a domain, M and N fractional ideals.

(1) Assume N is invertible, and show that (M : N) = M - N~1,

(2) Show that both M and N are invertible if and only if their product M N is,
and that if so, then (M N)~! = N-1M~1

LEMMA (25.10). — An invertible ideal is finitely generated and nonzero.

PROOF: Let R be the domain, M the ideal. Say 1 = > m;n; with m; € M and
n, € M~'. Let m € M. Then m = > m;mn;. But mn; € R as m € M and
n; € M~1. So the m; generate M. Trivially, M # 0. O

LEMMA (25.11). — Let A be a local domain, M a fractional ideal. Then M is
inwvertible if and only if M is principal and nonzero.

PROOF: Assume M is invertible. Say 1 =Y m;n; with m; € M and n; € M~
As A is local, A — A* is an ideal. So there’s a j with m;n; € A*. Let m € M.
Then mn; € A. Set a := (mn;)(m;n;)~' € A. Then m = am;. Thus M = Am;.

Conversely, if M is principal and nonzero, then it’s invertible by (25=2). ([l
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EXERCISE (E512). — Let R be a UFD. Show that a fractional ideal M is invertible
if and only if M is principal and nonzero.

THEOREM (25.13). — Let R be a domain, M a fractional ideal. Then M is
invertible if and only if M is finitely generated and locally principal.

PRrROOF: Say MN = R. Then M is finitely generated and nonzero by (E5IM).
Let S be a multiplicative subset. Then (S~*M)(S~'N) = S~'R by (E54). Let m
be a maximal ideal. Then, therefore, My, is an invertible fractional ideal over Ry,.
Thus M, is principal by (E5IM), as desired.

Conversely, set a := M(R : M) C R. Assume M is finitely generated. Then
(253a) yields ay = My (Rw @ My). In addition, assume M, is principal and
nonzero. Then (Z50) and (Z53R) yield ay = Ry. Hence (IB33H) yields a = R, as
desired. O

THEOREM (25.14). — Let R be a Dedekind domain, a, b nonzero ordinary ideals,
M := (a:b). Then M is invertible, and has a unique factorization into powers of
primes p: if vy denotes the valuation of Ry and if p¥ := (p~')™" when v < 0, then

M= Hp”"(M) where vy (M) := min{vy(z) |z € M }.
Further, vy(M) = min{v,(x;)} if the z; generate M.
PRrROOF: First, R is Noetherian. So (BBE) yields that M is finitely generated
and that there is a nonzero z € R with M C R. Also, each R, is a DVR by
(2x3). So xM, is principal by (Z3I3). Thus M is invertible by (25I3).

The Main Theorem of Classical Ideal Theory, (22IM), yields M = [] pr(=M)
and 2R = [[p?» @), But vy(zM) = vy(x) + vy(M). Thus (Z53) yields

M = (xM : xR) = HPUP(IH"UP(M) . prUP(I) — Hpvp(M)
Further, given z € M, say z = >, a;x; with a; € R. Then (Z3I) yields
vp(x) > min{vy (a;x;)} > minf{vy,(x;)}
by induction on n. Thus v, (M) = min{v,(z;)}. O

EXERCISE (E5IH). — Show that a ring is a PID if and only if it’s a Dedekind
domain and a UFD.

(25.16) (Invertible modules). — Let R be an arbitrary ring. We call a module M
invertible if there is another module N with M ® N ~ R.

Up to (noncanonical) isomorphism, N is unique if it exists: if N’ ® M ~ R, then
N=R@N~=(NeoM) N=N@(M@N)~N ®@R=N"
EXERCISE (2Z5T7). — Let R be an ring, M an invertible module. Prove that M

is finitely generated, and that, if R is local, then M is free of rank 1.
EXERCISE (EZ3IR). — Show these conditions on an R-module M are equivalent:

(1) M is invertible.
(2) M is finitely generated, and My, ~ Ry, at each maximal ideal m.
(3) M is locally free of rank 1.

Assuming these conditions hold, show that M ® Hom(M, R) = R.

PROPOSITION (25.19). — Let R be a domain, M a fractional ideal. Then the
following conditions are equivalent:
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(1) M is an invertible fractional ideal.
(2) M is an invertible abstract module.
(3) M is a projective abstract module.

PROOF: Assume (1). Then M is locally principal by (EEIR). So (EEH) yields
M®M~' = MM~" by (1). But MM~' = 1. Thus (2) holds.

If (2) holds, then M is locally free of rank 1 by (EBEIR); so (ICXBM) yields (3).

Finally, assume (3). By (B223), there’s an M’ with M @ M’ ~ R®\. Let
p: RN — M be the projection, and set ) := p(ey) where ey is the standard basis
vector. Define ¢y : M — R®M — R to be the composition of the injection with the
projection ¢ on the Ath factor. Then given z € M, we have @y (z) = 0 for almost
all Xand = )\, oa(x)zs.

Fix a nonzero y € M. For A € A, set ¢y := %@A(y) € Frac(R). Set N :=>" Rqy.
Given any nonzero z € M, say ¢ = a/b and y = ¢/d with a,b,c,d € R. Then
a,c € M; whence, adpx(y)pa(ac) = bepx(z). Thus zgy = x(r) € R. Hence
M-N CR. Buty=> pa(y)yr; so 1 = yxgx. Thus M - N = R. Thus (1)
holds. (]

THEOREM (25.20). — Let R be a domain. Then the following are equivalent:

(1) R is a Dedekind domain or a field.

(2) Ewvery nonzero ordinary ideal a is invertible.

(3) Every nonzero ordinary ideal a is projective.

(4) FEvery nonzero ordinary ideal a is finitely generated and flat.

PROOF: Assume R is not a field; otherwise, (1)—(4) hold trivially.

If R is Dedekind, then (E5IA) yields (2) since a = (a : R).

Assume (2). Then a is finitely generated by (Z510). Thus R is Noetherian. Let
p be any nonzero prime of R. Then by hypothesis, p is invertible. So by (EEI3), p
is locally principal. So R, is a DVR by (2Z311). Hence R is Dedekind by (2Z2).
Thus (1) holds. Thus (1) and (2) are equivalent.

By (E5H), (2) and (3) are equivalent. But (2) implies that R is Noetherian by
(25110). Thus (3) and (4) are equivalent by (IETH) and (CXHD). O

THEOREM (25.21). — Let R be a Noetherian domain, but not a field. Then R is
Dedekind if and only if every torsionfree module is flat.

PrOOF: (Of course, as R is a domain, every flat module is torsionfree by (BL28).)

Assume R is Dedekind. Let M be a torsionfree module, m a maximal ideal.
Let’s see that M, is torsionfree over Ry,. Let z € Ry, be nonzero, and say z = /s
with z,s € R and s ¢ m. Then pu,: M — M is injective as M is torsionfree. So
Po: My — My is injective by the Exactness of Localization. But p, s = pizpi1ys
and fi1 /5 is invertible. So p,/, is injective. Thus My, is torsionfree.

Since R is Dedekind, Ry, is a DVR by (E423), so a PID by (EZ). Hence My,
is flat over R, by (B2X). But m is arbitrary. Thus by (IE338), M is flat over R.

Conversely, assume every torsionfree module is flat. In particular, every nonzero
ordinary ideal is flat. But R is Noetherian. Thus R is Dedekind by (2520). O

(25.22) (The Picard Group). — Let R be a ring. We denote the collection of
isomorphism classes of invertible modules by Pic(R). By (B5EI@), every invertible
module is finitely generated, so isomorphic to a quotient of R™ for some integer n.
Hence, Pic(R) is a set. Further, Pic(R) is, clearly, a group under tensor product
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with the class of R as identity. We call Pic(R) the Picard Group of R.

Assume R is a domain, not a field. Set K := Frac(R). Given an invertible
abstract module M, we can embed M into K as follows. Set S := R — 0, and form
the canonical map M — S~1M. It is injective owing to (ICZA) if the multiplication
map p;: M — M is injective for any x € S. Fix z, and let’s prove pu, is injective.

Let m be a maximal ideal. Clearly, M, is an invertible Ry,-module. So M, ~ R,
by (2513). Hence p,: My — My, is injective. Therefore, pu,: M — M is injective
by (I3Z3). Thus M embeds canonically into S~ M. Now, S~1M is a localization
of My, so is a 1-dimensional K-vector space, again as My, ~ Ry. Choose an
isomorphism S™!M ~ K. It yields the desired embedding of M into K.

Hence, (2519) implies M is also invertible as a fractional ideal.

The invertible fractional ideals N, clearly, form a group F(R). Sending an N to
its isomorphism class yields a map x: F(R) — Pic(R) by (EEIH). By the above,
k is surjective. Further, s is a group homomorphism by (BB58). It’s not hard to
check that its kernel is the group P(R) of principal ideals and that P(R) = K*/R*.
We call F(R)/P(R) the Ideal Class Group of R. Thus F(R)/P(R) = Pic(R); in
other words, the Ideal Class Group is canonically isomorphic to the Picard Group.

Every invertible fractional ideal is, by (B5I3), finitely generated and nonzero, so
of the form (a : b) where a and b are nonzero ordinary ideals by (Z53). Conversely,
by (BEIdA) and (BBE2M), every fractional ideal of this form is invertible if and only
if R is Dedekind. In fact, then F(R) is the free abelian group on the prime ideals.
Further, then Pic(R) = 0 if and only if R is UFD, or equivalently by (EZ5IH), a
PID. See [B, Ch. 11, Sects. 10-11, pp. 424-437] for a discussion of the case in which
R is a ring of quadratic integers, including many examples where Pic(R) # 0.



26. Arbitrary Valuation Rings

A valuation ring is a subring of a field such that the reciprocal of any element
outside the subring lies in it. Valuation rings are normal local domains. They
are maximal under domination of local Tings; that is, one contains the other, and
the inclusion map is a local homomorphism. Given any domain, its normalization
is equal to the intersection of all the valuation rings containing it. Given a 1-
dimensional Noetherian domain and a finite extension of its fraction field with
a proper subring containing the domain, that subring too is 1-dimensional and
Noetherian, this is the Krull-Akizuki Theorem. So normalizing a Dedekind domain
in any finite extension of its fraction field yields another Dededind domain.

DEFINITION (26.1). — A subring V of a field K is said to be a valuation ring
of K if, whenever z € K — V, then 1/z € V.

PROPOSITION (26.2). — Let V be a valuation ring of a field K, and set
m:={l/z]|z¢e€ K—-V}U{0}
Then V' is local, m is its maximal ideal, and K is its fraction field.

ProOF: Clearly m = V—V*. Let’s show mis an ideal. Take a nonzero a € V and
nonzero z,y € m. Suppose ax ¢ m. Then ax € V*. So a(l/ax) € V. So 1/x € V.
So x € V>, a contradiction. Thus ax € m. Now, by hypothesis, either x/y € V or
y/r € V. Say y/x € V. Then 1 + (y/x) € V. Sox +y = (1 + (y/z))x € m. Thus
m is an ideal. Hence V is local and m is its maximal ideal by (B8H). Finally, K is
its fraction field, because whenever z € K —V, then 1/z € V. g

EXERCISE (EE3). — Let V be a domain. Show that V' is a valuation ring if and
only if, given any two ideals a and b, either a lies in b or b lies in a.

EXERCISE (EE4). — Let V be a valuation ring of K, and V C W C K a subring.
Prove that W is also a valuation ring of K, that its maximal ideal p lies in V', that
V/p is a valuation ring of the field W/p, and that W = Vj,.

EXERCISE (EBH). — Prove that a valuation ring V' is normal.

LEMMA (26.6). — Let R be a domain, a an ideal, K = Frac(R), and xz € K*.
Then either 1 ¢ aR[z] or 1 ¢ aR[1/x].

PrROOF: Assume 1 € aR[z] and 1 € aR[1/z]. Then there are equations
l=ay+---+apz” and 1=by+---+b,/z" withal a;b;€a.
Assume n, m minimal and m < n. Multiply through by 1 — by and a,x™, getting
1—bg=(1—bog)ag+ -+ (1 —by)ayz™ and

(1 = bg)anz™ = apbiz™ ' 4+ -+ apbyz™ ™.
Combine the latter equations, getting
1—by=(1—=bg)ag+ -+ (1 =bg)an_12" "  + apbyx™ ' + -+ a,bpz" ™.

Simplify, getting an equation of the form 1 = ¢+ - - +¢,_12" ! with ¢; € a, which
contradicts the minimality of n. O
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(26.7) (Domination). — Let A, B be local rings, and m, n their maximal ideals.
We say B dominates A if B D A and nN A = m; in other words, the inclusion
map ¢: A — B is a local homomorphism.

PROPOSITION (26.8). — Let K be a field, A any local subring. Then A is domi-
nated by a valuation ring V of K with algebraic residue field extension.

PROOF: Let m be the maximal ideal of A. Let 8§ be the set of pairs (R, n) where
R C K is a subring containing A and where n C R is a maximal ideal with nNA =m
and with R/n an algebraic extension of A/m. Then (A, m) € 8. Order 8 as follows:
(R,n) < (R,w)if RC R and n = n' N R. Let (Ry,ny) form a totally ordered
subset. Set B :=|J Ry and 9% = (n,. Plainly 91N Ry = ny and B/M = (| Rx/n)
for all \. So any y € B/ is in Ry/ny for some A. Hence B/ is a field and is
algebraic over A/m. Thus by Zorn’s Lemma, § has a maximal element, say (V, O0).

For any nonzero z € K, set V' := Viz] and V" := V[1/z]. By (2EH), either
1¢ MV or 1 ¢ MV, Say 1 ¢ 9MV’'. Then MV’ is proper, so it is contained in a
maximal ideal 9’ of V’. Since ' NV D M and V N M’ is proper, M' NV = M.
Further V’/9V is generated as a ring over V/9 by the residue 2’ of 2. Hence 2’ is
algebraic over V/9; otherwise, V' /9" would be a polynomial ring, so not a field.
Hence (V/, 9) € 8, and (V', M) > (V, M). By maximality, V =V’;s0 z € V.
Thus V is a valuation ring of K. So V is local, and 91 is its unique maximal ideal.
Finally, (V, ) € 8; so V dominates A with algebraic residue field extension. [

EXERCISE (EEH™). — Let K be a field, 8§ the set of local subrings ordered by
domination. Show that the valuation rings of K are the maximal elements of S.

THEOREM (26.10). — Let R be any subring of a field K. Then the integral closure
R of R in K is the intersection of all valuation rings V of K containing R. Further,
if R is local, then the V' dominating R with algebraic residue field extension suffice.

PROOF: Every valuation ring V is normal by (Z63). Soif V O R, then V D R.
Thus (Ny5zV) 2 R.

To prove the opposite inclusion, take any 2 € K — R. To find a valuation ring V'
with V DO Rand x ¢ V, set y := 1/z. If 1/y € R]y], then for some n,

1/y = aoy” +ay" t+---4a, with a\€R.

Multiplying by 2" yields 2"t — a, 2™ —--- —ag = 0. So = € R, a contradiction.
Thus 1 ¢ yR[y]. So there is a maximal ideal m of R[y] containing y. Then
the composition R — R[y] — R[y]/m is surjective as y € m. Its kernel is m N R,
so m N R is a maximal ideal of R. By (BBEX), there is a valuation ring V that
dominates R[y], with algebraic residue field extension; whence, if R is local, then
V also dominates R, and the residue field of R[y]n is equal to that of R. But y € m;
sox=1/y ¢V, as desired. O

(26.11) (Valuations). — We call an additive abelian group I" totally ordered if
" has a subset I'; that is closed under addition and satisfies 'y U {0} U—-T', =T.
Given z,y € I, write x > y if x —y € I';. Note that either x > y or z = y or
y > x. Note that, if x >y, then x + z > y + z for any z € I.
Let V be a domain, and set K := Frac(V) and I := K> /V*. Write the group T
additively, and let v: K* — I" be the quotient map. It is a homomorphism:

v(zy) = v(x) + v(y). (26.11.1)
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Set I'y := v(V —0) —0. Then Iy is closed under addition. Clearly, V is a valuation
ring if and only if —I'; U {0} UT'; =T, so if and only if ' is totally ordered.
Assume V is a valuation ring. Let’s prove that, for all z,y € K>,

v(z+y) > min{v(z), v(y)} if z#—y. (26.11.2)
Indeed, say v(z) > v(y). Then z :=z/y € V. So v(z + 1) > 0. Hence

v(z+y) =v(z+1) +v(y) = v(y) =min{v(z),v(y)},
Note that (BEIT) and (BEII-2) are the same as (1) and (2) of (231).
Conversely, start with a field K, with a totally ordered additive abelian group T,
and with a surjective homomorphism v: K* — T satisfying (EEIT3). Set

Vi={z e K* |v(z) >0} U{0}.

Then V is a valuation ring, and I' = K* /V*. We call such a v a valuation of K,
and I" the value group of v or of V.

For example, a DVR V of K is just a valuation ring with value group Z, since
any x € K* has the form z = ut"™ with u € V> and n € Z.

EXAMPLE (26.12). — Fix totally ordered additive abelian group T, and a field
k. Form the k-vector space R with basis the symbols X for a € I'. Define
XXt := Xt and extend this product to R by linearity. Then R is a k-algebra
with Xo = 1. We call R the group algebra of I". Define v: (R —0) — T" by

v(YreX?) :=min{a | r, # 0}.
Then for z,y € (R — 0), clearly v(zy) = v(z) + v(y) because k is a domain and T
is ordered. Hence R is a domain. Moreover, if v(x 4+ y) = a, then either v(z) < a
or v(y) < a. Thus v(z + y) > min{v(z), v(y)}.

Set K := Frac(R), and extend v to a map v: K* — T by v(z/y) := v(z) — v(y)
if y # 0. Clearly v is well defined, surjective, and a homomorphism. Further, for
z,y € K*, clearly v(x +y) > min{v(z), v(y)}. Thus v is a valuation with group I'.

Set R :={z € R|v(z) >0} and p := {x € R| v(z) > 0}. Clearly, R’ is a ring,
and p is a prime of R'. Further, Ry, is the valuation ring of v.

There are many choices for I' other than Z. Examples include the additive
rationals, the additive reals, its subgroup generated by two incommensurate reals,
and the lexicographically ordered product of any two totally ordered abelian groups.

PROPOSITION (26.13). — Let v be a valuation of a field K, and x4, ...,2, € K*
with n > 2. Set m := min{v(z;)}.

(1) If n =2 and if v(x1) # v(xa), then v(xy + x2) = m.

(2) Ifx1 + -+ + 25, =0, then m = v(x;) = v(x;) for some i # j.

ProOOF: For (1), say v(z1) > v(z2); so v(zz) = m. Set z := x1/x2. Then

v(z) > 0. Also v(—z) = v(z) + v(—1) > 0. Now,

0=v(1)=v(z+1-2) >min{v(z + 1), v(—2z)} > 0.
Hence v(z+1) = 0. Now, 1 + 22 = (2 + 1)x2. Therefore, v(z; + z2) = v(x2) = m.
Thus (1) holds.

For (2), reorder the x; so v(x;) = m for i« < k and v(z;) > m for i > k.
By induction, (BEII2) yields v(xpq1 + --- + x,) > mingsp{v(x;)}. Therefore,
V(@1 +- -+ xpn) >m. If k=1, then (1) yields v(0) = v(z1+ (z2+- - - +2x,)) = m,
a contradiction. So k > 1, and v(x1) = v(x2) = m, as desired. O
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EXERCISE (EEId). — Let V be a valuation ring, such as a DVR, whose value
group I' is Archimedean; that is, given any nonzero «, 8 € I', there’s n € Z such
that na > . Show that V is a maximal proper subring of its fraction field K.

EXERCISE (EZETH). — Let V be a valuation ring. Show that
(1) every finitely generated ideal a is principal, and
(2) V is Noetherian if and only if V' is a DVR.

LEMMA (26.16). — Let R be a 1-dimensional Noetherian domain, K its fraction
field, M a torsionfree module, and x € R nonzero. Then {(R/xR) < co. Further,
L(M/xzM) < dimg (M ®r K)¢(R/xR), (26.16.1)

with equality if M is finitely generated.

PrOOF: Set r := dimg (M ®g K). If r = oo, then (BEIHE) is trivial; so we
may assume r < 00.

Set S := R—{0}. Given any module N, set N := S™!N. Recall Ny = N®r K.

First, assume M is finitely generated. Choose any K-basis mi/si,...,m,/s,
of Mg with m; € M and s; € S. Then my/1,...,m,/1 is also a basis. Define
an R-map a: R" — M by sending the standard basis elements to the m;. Then
its localization ak is an K-isomorphism. But Ker(a) is a submodule of R", so
torsionfree. Further, S~! Ker(a) = Ker(ax) = 0. Hence Ker(a) = 0. Thus « is
injective.

Set N := Coker(a). Then N =0, and N is finitely generated. Hence, Supp(V)
is a proper closed subset of Spec(R). But dim(R) = 1 by hypothesis. Hence,
Supp(N) consists entirely of maximal ideals. So ¢(N) < oo by (IXL4A).

Similarly, Supp(R/zR) is closed and proper in Spec(R). So ¢(R/zR) < oo.

Consider the standard exact sequence:

0N —-N-—=N-—N/xN -0 where N’ :=Ker(u).

Apply Additivity of Length, (IE); it yields £(N') = ¢(N/zN).
Since M is torsionfree, p,: M — M is injective. Consider this commutative
diagram with exact rows:

0 >R &5 M-—>N=-0

pe| me|om]

(03

0 =R — M — N —=0
Apply the snake lemma (BZI3). It yields this exact sequence:
0— N — (R/zR)" — M/xM — N/zN — 0.

Hence ((M/xM) = (((R/xR)") by additivity. But ¢((R/zR)") = r{(R/zR) also
by additivity. Thus equality holds in (BEIG) when M is finitely generated.

Second, assume M is arbitrary, but (EEIB-) fails. Then M possesses a finitely
generated submodule M’ whose image H in M/xM satisfies ¢(H) > r{(R/zR).
Now, My D Mp; so r > dimg (Mj;). Therefore,

UM JzM") > ((H) > rl{(R/zR) > dimg (M) ((R/zR).

However, together these inequalities contradict the first case with M’ for M. O
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THEOREM (26.17) (Krull-Akizuki). — Let R be a 1-dimensional Noetherian do-
main, K its fraction field, K' a finite extension field, and R' a proper subring of
K’ containing R. Then R’ is, like R, a 1-dimensional Noetherian domain.

PrROOF: Given a nonzero ideal o’ of R’, take any nonzero x € «’. Since K'/K
is finite, there is an equation a,z™ + --- + a9 = 0 with a; € R and ag # 0. Then
ag € @' N R. Further, (B6808) yields ¢(R/agR) < oo.

Clearly, R’ is a domain, so a torsionfree R-module. Further, R’ g K C K’;
hence, dimg (R’ ®g K) < co. Therefore, (BEI8) yields {r(R'/apR') < oo.

But a’'/agR' C R'/agR’. So ¢r(d'/agR’) < oo. So a’/agR’ is finitely generated
over R by (CL2A)(3). Hence ¢’ is finitely generated over R’. Thus R’ is Noetherian.

Set R" := R'/agR’. Clearly, {rnR" < {rR". So lrvR" < c0. So, in R", every
prime is maximal by (CLA). So if o’ is prime, then @’ /agR’ is maximal, whence o’
maximal. So in R, every nonzero prime is maximal. Thus R’ is 1-dimensional. [

COROLLARY (26.18). — Let R be a 1-dimensional Noetherian domain, such as a
Dedekind domain. Let K be its fraction field, K' a finite extension field, and R’
the normalization of R in K'. Then R’ is Dedekind.

PROOF: Since R is 1-dimensional, it’s not a field. But R’ is the normalization of
R. So R’ is not a field by (IZ). Hence, R is Noetherian and 1-dimensional by
(2ET3). Thus R’ is Dedekind by (EZ). O

COROLLARY (26.19). — Let K'/K be a field extension, V' a valuation ring of K’
not containing K. Set V := V' N K. ThenV is a DVR if V' is, and the converse
holds if K'/K s finite.

PrOOF: It follows easily from (ZBE) that V is a valuation ring, and from (EBETT)
that its value group is a subgroup of that of V’. Now, a nonzero subgroup of 7Z is
a copy of Z. Thus V is a DVR if V' is.

Conversely, assume V is a DVR, so Noetherian and 1-dimensional. Now, V' 2 K,
so V' C K'. Hence, V' is Noetherian by (26I2), so a DVR by (RGI3)(2). O

EXERCISE (BEZO). — Let R be a Noetherian domain, K := Frac(R), and L a
finite extension field (possibly L = K). Prove the integral closure R of R in L is
the intersection of all DVRs V of L containing R by modifying the proof of (EEI0):
show y is contained in a height-1 prime p of R[y| and apply (ZEIB) to R[y],.



Solutions

1. Rings and Ideals

EXERCISE (1.5). — Let ¢: R — R’ be a map of rings, a an ideal of R, and b an
ideal of R'. Set a® := p(a)R’ and b := p~1(b). Prove these statements:

(1) Then a®® D a and b° C b. (2) Then a®® = a® and b°*° = b°.

(3) If b is an extension, then b¢ is the largest ideal of R with extension b.

(4) If two extensions have the same contraction, then they are equal.

SoLuTiON: For (1), given z € a, note p(r) = -1 € aR’. So z € ¢~ 1(aR),
or z € a®“. Thus a C a®. Next, p(p~'b) C b. But b is an ideal of R’. So
o(p~1B)R’ C b, or b C b. Thus (1) holds.

For (2), note a®“ C a® by (1) applied with b := a®. But a C a®® by (1); so
a¢ C a®®. Thus a¢ = a®°. Similarly, b°¢ D b¢ by (1) applied with a := b¢. But
b C b by (1); so b°*® C b°. Thus b°° = b°. Thus (2) holds.

For (3), say b = a®. Then b = a®*®. But a°*® = a® by (2). Hence b° has
extension b. Further, it’s the largest such ideal, as a®® > a by (1). Thus (3) holds.

For (4), say b§ = b5 for extensions b;. Then b¢® = b; by (3). Thus (4) holds. O

EXERCISE (1.7). — Let R be a ring, a an ideal, and P := R[Xy,...,X,] the
polynomial ring. Prove P/aP = (R/a)[X1,...,Xn]

SOLUTION: The two R-algebras are equal, as they have the same UMP: each
is universal among R-algebras R’ with distinguished elements z1,...,x, and with
aR’ = 0. Namely, the structure map ¢: R — R’ factors through a unique map
m: P — R’ such that 7(X;) = z; for all ¢ by (I=3); then 7 factors through a unique
map P/aP — R’ as aR’ = 0 by (ICH). On the other hand, ¢ factors through a
unique map ¥: R/a — R’ as aR’ = 0 by (IC8); then ¢ factors through a unique
map (R/a)[X1,...,X,] = R’ such that 7(X;) = z; for all ¢ by (I3). O

EXERCISE (1.10). — Let R be ring, and P := R[X},..., X,] the polynomial ring.
Let m < n and aq,...,a, € R. Set p := (X7 —a1,...,X;m — am). Prove that
P/p = R[Xmt1,---, Xnl

SoLuTION: First, assume m = n. Set P’ := R[Xy,...,X,,—1] and

p/ = <X1 — A1y .. 7Xn—1 — an_1> Cc P.

By induction on n, we may assume P’/p’ = R. However, P = P'[X,]. Hence
P/p'P = (P'/p')[X,] by (I=8). Thus P/p'P = R[X,).

We have P/p = (P/p’'P)/p(P/p'P) by (I3). But p = p'P + (X,, — a,) P. Hence
p(P/p'P) = (X, —an)(P/p’'P). So P/p = R[X,]/(Xn —an). So P/p = R by (CR).

In general, P = (R[X1,..., X)) [Xm+1,- -, Xn]- Thus P/p = R[Xt1,. .., X,]
by (I=3). O
EXERCISE (1.14) (Chinese Remainder Theorem). — Let R be a ring.

(1) Let a and b be comaximal ideals; that is, a + b = R. Prove

(a) ab=anb and (b) R/ab=(R/a) x (R/b).
162
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(2) Let a be comaximal to both b and b’. Prove a is also comaximal to bb’.
(3) Let a, b be comaximal, and m,n > 1. Prove a™ and b" are comaximal.
(4) Let aq,...,a, be pairwise comaximal. Prove

(a) a; and ay---a, are comaximal;
(b) ey N---Na, =ag---ap;
(c) R/(ar---an) == [[(R/a;).

SoLuTION: To prove (1)(a), note that always ab C anb. Conversely, a+b =R
implies z4+y = 1 with z € aand y € b. So given z € aNb, we have z = xz+yz € ab.

To prove (1)(b), form the map R — R/a x R/b that carries an element to its
pair of residues. The kernel is a N b, which is ab by (1). So we have an injection

¢: R/ab — R/a x R/b.

To show that ¢ is surjective, take any element (Z,7) in R/a x R/b. Say T and
are the residues of x and y. Since a+b = R, we can find a € a and b € b such that
a+b=y—x. Then p(xz + a) = (&,y), as desired. Thus (1) holds.

To prove (2), note that

R=(a+b)(a+b)=(a®>+ba+ab’)+bb Ca+bb CR.

To prove (3), note that (2) implies a and b™ are comaximal for any n > 1 by
induction on n. Hence, b™ and a™ are comaximal for any m > 1.

To prove (4)(a), assume a; and as - - - a,_1 are comaximal by induction on n. By
hypothesis, a; and a,, are comaximal. Thus (2) yields (a).

To prove (4)(b) and (4)(c), again proceed by induction on n. Thus (1) yields

apN(aeN-—-Na,)=a;N(ag---a,) =aias---ay;

R/(a;---a,) = R/a; x R/(az---a,) == H(R/ai). O

EXERCISE (1.15). — First, given a prime number p and a k > 1, find the idempo-
tents in Z/(p*). Second, find the idempotents in Z/(12). Third, find the number

of idempotents in Z/(n) where n = vazl p;* with p; distinct prime numbers.

SoLUTION: First, let m € Z be idempotent modulo p*. Then m(m—1) is divisible
by p*. So either m or m — 1 is divisible by p*, as m and m — 1 have no common
prime divisor. Hence 0 and 1 are the only idempotents in Z/(p*).

Second, since —3 + 4 = 1, the Chinese Remainder Theorem (ICIA) yields

Z/)(12y = Z/(3) x Z/{4).
Hence m is idempotent modulo 12 if and only if m is idempotent modulo 3 and
modulo 4. By the previous case, we have the following possibilities:

m=0 (mod3) and m=0 (
m=1 (mod 3) m=1 ( )
m=1 (mod3) and m=0 (mod4);
m=0 (mod 3) m=1 ( )
Therefore, m =0, 1, 4, 9 (mod 12).
Third, for each i, the two numbers p* ---p;*7* and p}* have no common prime

divisor. Hence some linear combination is equal to 1 by the Euclidean Algorithm.
So the principal ideals they generate are comaximal. Hence by induction on N, the

and

and
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Chinese Remainder Theorem yields

N
z/(m) =[] 2/ ).

So m is idempotent modulo n if and only if m is idempotent modulo p™ for all i;
hence, if and only if m is 0 or 1 modulo p™¢ for all ¢ by the first case. Thus there
are 2V idempotents in Z/(n). O

EXERCISE (1.16). — Let R := R’ X R” be a product of rings, a C R an ideal.
Show a = a’ x @’ with o/ C R’ and a” C R” ideals. Show R/a = (R'/a’) x (R"/a").

SOLUTION: Set o' := {z' | (2/,0) € a} and o” := {z” | (0,2”) € a}. Clearly
o/ C R’ and a” C R” are ideals. Clearly,

ad>a' x0+0xa" =d xd’.
The opposite inclusion holds, because if a 5 (z/,z"), then
a>(2,2")-(1,0) = (2/,0) and a> (2',2")-(0,1) = (0,2").

Finally, the equation R/a = (R/a’) x (R/a’) is now clear from the construction of
the residue class ring. ([l

EXERCISE (1.17). — Let R be a ring, and e, ¢’ idempotents. (See (III) also.)
(1) Set a:= (e). Show a is idempotent; that is, a® = a.
(2) Let a be a principal idempotent ideal. Show a(f) with f idempotent.
(3) Set ¢’ :=e+¢' —ee’. Show (e, ¢') = () and €¢” is idempotent.
(4) Let eyq,...,e, be idempotents. Show (eq,...,e.) = (f) with f idempotent.
(5) Assume R is Boolean. Show every finitely generated ideal is principal.

SoLuTION: For (1), note a? = (e?) since a = (). But €? = e. Thus (1) holds.

For (2), say a = (g). Then a? = (¢?). But a> = a. So g = zg? for some z. Set
f:=uxg. Then f € a;so (f) Ca. And g = fg. So a C (f). Thus (2) holds.

For (3), note (e”) C (e, /). Conversely, ee” = €2 +ee’ —e?e’ = e+ee/ —ee' =e.
By symmetry, e’'e” =¢’. So (e, €’) C (") and € = ee” + e'e” — ee’¢” = €”. Thus
(4) holds.

For (4), induct on r. Thus (3) yields (4).

For (5), recall that every element of R is idempotent. Thus (4) yields (5). O

2. Prime Ideals

EXERCISE (2.2). — Let a and b be ideals, and p a prime ideal. Prove that these
conditions are equivalent: (1) a Cpor b C p; and (2) anb C p; and (3) ab C p.

SOLUTION: Trivially, (1) implies (2). If (2) holds, then (3) follows as ab C anb.
Finally, assume a ¢ p and b ¢ p. Then there are z € a and y € b with z, y ¢ p.
Hence, since p is prime, xy ¢ p. However, zy € ab. Thus (3) implies (1). O

EXERCISE (2.4). — Given a prime number p and an integer n > 2, prove that the
residue ring Z/(p™) does not contain a domain as a subring.

SOLUTION: Any subring of Z/(p™) must contain 1, and 1 generates Z/(p™) as an
abelian group. So Z/(p™) contains no proper subrings. However, Z/(p™) is not a
domain, because in it, p- p"~! = 0 but neither p nor p”~! is 0. (]
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EXERCISE (2.5). — Let R := R’ x R” be a product of two rings. Show that R is
a domain if and only if either R’ or R” is a domain and the other is 0.

SOLUTION: Assume R is a domain. As (1,0)-(0,1) = (0,0), either (1,0) = (0,0)
or (0,1) = (0,0). Correspondingly, either R’ = 0 and R = R”, or R” = 0 and
R = R". The assertion is now obvious. O

EXERCISE (2.18). — Let R be a ring, p a prime ideal, R[X] the polynomial ring.
Show that pR[X] and pR[X]+(X) are prime ideals of R[X], and that if p is maximal,
then so is pR[X] + (X).

SoruTioN: Note R[X]/pR[X] = (R/p)[X] by (). But R/p is a domain by
(Z9). So R[X]/pR[X] is a domain by (2Z3). Thus pR[X] is prime by (2ZZ9).

Note (pR[X] + (X))/pR[X] is equal to (X) C (R/p)[X]. But (R/p)[X]/(X) is
equal to R/p by (). So R[X]/(pR[X]+ (X)) is equal to R/p by (™). But R/p
is a domain by (29). Thus pR[X] + (X) is prime again by (EZ9).

Assume p is maximal. Then R/p is a field by (EZI@). But, as just noted, R/p is
equal to R[X]/(pR[X]+ (X)). Thus pR[X]+ (X) is maximal again by (ZI7). O

EXERCISE (2.11). — Let R := R’ x R"” be a product of rings, p C R an ideal.
Show p is prime if and only if either p = p’ x R” with p’ C R’ prime or p = R’ x p”
with p”” € R” prime.

SOLUTION: Simply combine (ICIH), (229), and (E23). O
EXERCISE (2.16). — Let k be a field, R a nonzero ring, ¢: k — R a ring map.
Prove ¢ is injective.

SoLuTION: By (), 1 # 0 in R. So Ker(p) # k. So Ker(p) = 0 by (ZZIH).

Thus ¢ is injective. U

EXERCISE (2.10). — Let R be a domain, and R[X}, ..., X,] the polynomial ring

in n variables. Let m < n, and set p := (X3,...,X,,). Prove p is a prime ideal.
SOLUTION: Simply combine (29), (23), and (CIO). O

EXERCISE (2.12). — Let R be a domain, and z,y € R. Assume (z) = (y). Show
x = uy for some unit w.

SOLUTION: By hypothesis, x = uy and y = vx for some u,v € R. So x = 0 if and
only if y = 0; if so, take u := 1. Assume z # 0. Now, z = uwvz, or z(1 —uv) = 0.
But R is a domain. So 1 — uv = 0. Thus w is a unit. O

EXERCISE (2.19). — Let B be a Boolean ring. Show that every prime p is maximal,
and B/p = Fa.

SOLUTION: Given z € B/p, plainly z(x — 1) = 0. But B/p is a domain by (29).
So z =0,1. Thus B/p = Fs. Plainly, Fs is a field. So p is maximal by (2ZI@). O

EXERCISE (2.20). — Let R be a ring. Assume that, given 2 € R, there is n > 2
with ™ = z. Show that every prime p is maximal.

SoLuTION: Given y € R/p, say y(y" ' —1) = 0 with n > 2. But R/p is a
domain by (ZH). Soy =0 or yy" 2 = 1. So R/p is a field. Thus p is maximal by
(zTm). O

EXERCISE (2.22). — Prove the following statements, or give a counterexample.
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(1) The complement of a multiplicative subset is a prime ideal.

(2) Given two prime ideals, their intersection is prime.

(3) Given two prime ideals, their sum is prime.

(4) Given a ring map ¢: R — R/, the operation ¢~
R’ to maximal ideals of R.

(5) In (™), an ideal n’ C R/a is maximal if and only if kK~ !n’ C R is maximal.

L carries maximal ideals of

SoLuTION: (1) False. In the ring Z, consider the set S of powers of 2. The
complement T of S contains 3 and 5, but not 8; so T" is not an ideal.

(2) False. In the ring Z, consider the prime ideals (2) and (3); their intersection
(2) N (3) is equal to (6), which is not prime.

(3) False. Since 2-3 —5 =1, we have (3) + (5) = Z.

(4) False. Let ¢: Z — Q be the inclusion map. Then »~1(0) = (0).

(5) True. By(I™), the operation b’ +— k~1b’ sets up an inclusion-preserving

bijective correspondence between the ideals b’ D n’ and the ideals b D x~!n/. O

EXERCISE (2.23). — Let k be a field, P := k[Xy,...,X,] the polynomial ring,
f € P nonzero. Let d be the highest power of any variable appearing in f.

(1) Let S C k have at least d + 1 elements. Proceeding by induction on n, find
ai,...,a, € S with f(ai,...,a,) #0.

(2) Using the algebraic closure K of k, find a maximal ideal m of P with f ¢ m.

SoLuTION: Consider (1). Assume n = 1. Then f has at most d roots by [B,
(1.8), p-392]. So f(a1) # 0 for some a; € S.

Assume n > 1. Say f =3, ngf with g; € k[X5,..., X,]. But f #0. So g; #0
for some i. By induction, g;(az,...,a,) # 0 for some ag,...,a, € S. By n =1,
find a1 € S such that f(ai,...,a,) =37, gj(az,... ,an)al #0. Thus (1) holds.

Consider (2). As K is infinite, (1) yields aq,...,a, € K with f;(a1,...,a,) # 0.
Define ¢: P — K by ¢(X;) = a;. Then Im(yp) C K is the k-subalgebra generated
by the a;. It is a field by [B, (2.6), p.495]. Set m := Ker(y). Then m is maximal by
(CBE) and (2T4), and f; ¢ mas o(f;) = fi(a1,...,a,) # 0. Thus (2) holds. O

EXERCISE (2.26). — Prove that, in a PID, elements x and y are relatively prime
(share no prime factor) if and only if the ideals (z) and (y) are comaximal.

SOLUTION: Say (x) 4+ (y) = (d). Then d = ged(x, y), as is easy to check. The
assertion is now obvious. ]

EXERCISE (2.29). — Preserve the setup of (Z228). Let f := apX" +---+a, be a
polynomial of positive degree n. Assume that R has infinitely many prime elements
p, or simply that there is a p such that p t ag. Show that (f) is not maximal.

SOLUTION: Set a := (p, f). Then a 2 (f), because p is not a multiple of f. Set
k:= R/(p). Since p is irreducible, k is a domain by (Z8) and (ZR). Let [’ € k[X]
denote the image of f. By hypothesis, deg(f’) = n > 1. Hence f’ is not a unit by
(2Z33) since k is a domain. Therefore, (f') is proper. But P/a = k[X|/(f") by
() and (). So a is proper. Thus (f) is not maximal. O

3. Radicals

EXERCISE (3.3). — Let R be a ring, a C rad(R) an ideal, w € R, and v’ € R/a
its residue. Prove that w € R* if and only if w’ € (R/a)*. What if a ¢ rad(R)?
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SoLuTION: Plainly, w € R* implies w’ € (R/a)*, whether a C rad(R) or not.

Assume a C rad(R). As every maximal ideal of R contains rad(R), the operation
m — m/a establishes a bijective correspondence between the maximal ideals of R
and those of R/a owing to (ICH). So w belongs to a maximal ideal of R if and only
if w’ belongs to one of R/a. Thus w € R* if and only if w’ € (R/a)* by (2X0).

Assume a ¢ rad(R). Then there is a maximal ideal m C R with a ¢ m. So
a+m = R. So there are a € a and v € m with ¢ + v = w. Then v ¢ R*, but the
residue of v is w’, even if w’ € (R/a)*. For example, take R := Z and a := (2) and
w:= 3. Then w ¢ R*, but the residue of w is 1 € (R/a)*. O

EXERCISE (3.8). — Let A be a local ring. Find its idempotents e.

SOLUTION: Let m be the maximal ideal. Then 1 ¢ m, so eithere ¢ mor 1—e ¢ m.
Say e ¢ m. Then e is a unit by (8H). But e(1 —e) = 0. Thus e = 1. Similarly, if
1—e ¢ m, then e =0.

Alternatvely, (BZ2) implies that A is not the product of two nonzero rings. So
(CTA) implies that either e =0 or e = 1. O

EXERCISE (3.9). — Let A be a ring, m a maximal ideal such that 1 +m is a unit
for every m € m. Prove A is local. Is this assertion still true if m is not maximal?

SOLUTION: Take y € A—m. Since m is maximal, (y) +m = A. Hence there exist
x € R and m € m such that zy +m = 1, or in other words, zy =1 —m. So zy is a
unit by hypothesis; whence, y is a unit. Thus A is local by (BH).

No, the assertion is not true if m is not maximal. Indeed, take any ring that is
not local, for example Z, and take m := (0). O

EXERCISE (3.13). — Let ¢: R — R’ be a map of rings, p an ideal of R. Prove

(1) there is an ideal q of R’ with ¢~1(q) = p if and only if ¢~} (pR’) = p;
(2) if p is prime with ¢ ~!(pR’) = p, then there’s a prime q of R’ with ¢ ~!(q) = p.

SoruTION: In (1), given q, note ¢(p) C g, as always ¢(¢~1(q)) C q. So pR’ C q.
Hence ¢~ 1(pR') C ¢~ 1(q) = p. But, always p C ¢ 1 (pR’). Thus ¢~ (pR’) = p.
The converse is trivial: take q := pR’.

In (2), set S := (R—p). Then SNpR' =0, as p(z) € pR implies x € o~ (pR’)
and ¢~ !(pR’) = p. So there’s a prime q of R’ containing pR’ and disjoint from S by
(@&T2). So = (a) D ¢~ (pR') =pand ¢~ (q)N(R—p) = 0. Thus ™' (q) =p. O

EXERCISE (3.14). — Use Zorn’s lemma to prove that any prime ideal p contains
a prime ideal q that is minimal containing any given subset s C p.

SOLUTION: Let 8 be the set of all prime ideals q such that s C ¢ C p. Then p € §,
s0 8 # (. Order 8 by reverse inclusion. To apply Zorn’s Lemma, we must show
that, for any decreasing chain {q,} of prime ideals, the intersection q := (g, is a
prime ideal. Plainly q is always an ideal. So take z,y ¢ q. Then there exists A such
that z,y ¢ qx. Since qy is prime, zy ¢ qx. So 2y ¢ q. Thus ¢ is prime. d

EXERCISE (3.16). — Let R be a ring, S a subset. Show that S is saturated
multiplicative if and only if R — S is a union of primes.
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SOLUTION: First, assume S is saturated multiplicative. Take x € R — S. Then
xy ¢ S for all y € R; in other words, (z) NS = (). Then (BI2A) gives a prime
p D (x) with pN.S =0. Thus R— S is a union of primes.

Conversely, assume R — S is a union of primes p. Then 1 € S as 1 lies in no p.
Take x,y € R. Then x,y € S if and only if z, y lie in no p; if and only if zy lies in no
p, as every p is prime; if and only if xy € S. Thus S is saturated multiplicative. [

EXERCISE (3.17). — Let R be a ring, and S a multiplicative subset. Define its
saturation to be the subset

S :={z € R|there is y € R with zy € S }.

(1) Show (a) that S O S, and (b) that S is saturated multiplicative, and (c) that
any saturated multiplicative subset 7' containing S also contains S.

(2) Show that R — S is the union U of all the primes p with pN S = 0.

(3) Let a be an ideal; assume S =1+ a; set W := Upjap. Show R— S =W.

(4) Given f € R, let S; denote the saturation of the multiplicative subset of all
powers of f. Given f,g € R, show Sy C S, if and only if \/(f) D 1/(g).

SoLuTION: Consider (1). Trivially, if z € S, then -1 € S. Thus (a) holds.

Hence 1 € S as 1 € S. Now, take z,2/ € S. Then there are y,y’ € R with
zy, 2y’ € S. But S is multiplicative. So (z2")(yy’) € S. Hence xa’ € S. Thus S
is multiplicative. Further, take z,2’ € R with xz’ € S. Then there is y € R with
zz'y € S. So x,2' € S. Thus S is saturated. Thus (b) holds

Finally, consider (c). Given z € S, there is y € R with zy € S. So 2y € T. But
T is saturated multiplicative. So z € T. Thus 7 O S. Thus (c) holds.

Consider (2). Plainly, R—U contains S. Further, R—U is saturated multiplicative
by (BI8). So R—U D S by (1)(c). Thus U C R—S. Conversely, R — S is a union
of primes p by (BIH). Plainly, pN S =0 for all p. So U D R—S. Thus (2) holds.

For (3), first take a prime p with pNS = 0. Then 1 ¢ p+ a; else, 1 = p + a with
pepanda €a,andso 1l —p=a€pnS. Sop+alies in a maximal ideal m by
(BT2). Then a C m; so m C W. But also p C m. Thus U C W.

Conversely, take p D a. Then 1+p C 1+a=S5. But pn(1+p) =0. SopnS = 0.
Thus U D W. Thus U = W. Thus (2) yields (3).

Consider (4). By (1), Sy C S, if and only if f € S,. By definition of saturation,
f €8, if and only if hf = g for some h and n. By definition of radical, hf = g"
for some h and n if and only if g € \/m Plainly, g € \/m if and only if

V{g) C +/{f). Thus (4) holds. O
EXERCISE (3.18). — Let R be a nonzero ring, S a subset. Show S is maximal

in the set & of multiplicative subsets T of R with 0 ¢ T if and only if R — S is a
minimal prime — that is, it is a prime containing no smaller prime.

SOLUTION: First, assume S is maximal in &. Then S is equal to its saturation
S, as S C S and S is multiplicative by (B=I@) (1) (a), (b) and as 0 € S would imply
0=0-y € S for some y. So R— S is a union of primes p by (BIH). Fix a p. Then
(B13a) yields in p a minimal prime q. Then S C R —q. But R —q € & by ().
As S is maximal, S = R —q, or R — S =q. Thus R — S is a minimal prime.

Conversely, assume R — S is a minimal prime q. Then S € & by (E). Given
T € & with S C T, note R —T = |Jp with p prime by (BIB). Fix a p. Now,
ScTcCT. Soq > p. Butqisminimal. So q = p. But p is arbitrary, and
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Up=R-T. Henceq= R—T. So S =T. Hence S = T. Thus S is maximal. [

EXERCISE (3.20). — Let k be a field, § C k a subset of cardinality d at least 2.

(1) Let P := k[X4,...,X,] be the polynomial ring, f € P nonzero. Assume the
highest power of any X; in f is less than d. Proceeding by induction on n, show
there are ay,...,a, € 8 with f(ay,...,a,) #0.

(2) Let V be a k-vector space, and Wy, ..., W, proper subspaces. Assume r < d.
Show (J, W; # V.

(3) In (2), let W C |J; W; be a subspace. Show W C W; for some 1.

(4) Let R a k-algebra, a,aq,...,a, ideals with a C |J; a;. Show a C a; for some .

SoLuTION: For (1), first assume n = 1. Then f has degree at most d, so at most
d roots by [B, (1.8), p.392]. So there’s a; € 8§ with f(aq) # 0.

Assume n > 1. Say f = ngij with g; € k[Xo,...,X,]. But f # 0. So
g; # 0 for some i. By induction, there are ag,...,a, € 8 with g;(ag,...,a,) # 0.
So there’s a1 € 8§ with f(a1,...,a,) =3, g(az,..., an)al # 0. Thus (1) holds.

For (2), for all i, take v; € V' — W;. Form their span V' C V. Set n := dim V'
and W/ := W; NV’'. Then n < oo, and it suffices to show |J, W/ # V".

Identify V’ with k™. Form the polynomial ring P := k[X;,...,X,]. For each i,
take a linear form f; € P that vanishes on W/. Set f := f1--- f.. Then r is the
highest power of any variable in f. But r < d. So (1) yields a1, ...,a, € 8 with
f(ar,...,a,) #0. Then (a1,...,a,) € V' =, W/.

For (3), for all ¢, set U; := WNW,. Then |J, U; = W. So (2) implies U; = W for
some i. Thus W c W;.

Finally, (4) is a special case of (3), as every ideal is a k-vector space. O

EXERCISE (3.21). — Let k be a field, R := k[X,Y] the polynomial ring in two
variables; m := (X,Y’). Show m is a union of strictly smaller primes.

SOLUTION: Since R is a UFD, and m is maximal, so prime, any nonzero f € m
has a prime factor p € m. Thus m = Up<p>, but m # (p) as m is not principal. O

EXERCISE (3.23). — Find the nilpotents in Z/(n). In particular, take n = 12.

SOLUTION: An integer m is nilpotent modulo 7 if and only if some power m* is
divisible by n. The latter holds if and only if every prime factor of n occurs in m.

In particular, in Z/(12), the nilpotents are 0 and 6. O

EXERCISE (3.24). — Let R be a ring. (1) Assume every ideal not contained in
nil(R) contains a nonzero idempotent. Prove that nil(R) = rad(R). (2) Assume R
is Boolean. Prove that nil(R) = rad(R) = (0).

SOLUTION: or (1), recall (B222), that nil(R) C rad(R). To prove the opposite
inclusion, set R’ := R/nil(R). Assume rad(R’) # (0). Then there is a nonzero
idempotent e € rad(R'). Then e(1 —e) = 0. But 1 — e is a unit by (B2). So e =0,
a contradiction. Hence rad(R’) = (0). Thus (I9) yields (1).

For (2), recall from (IZ2A) that every element of R is idempotent. So nil(R) = (0),
and every nonzero ideal contains a nonzero idempotent. Thus (1) yields (2). O

EXERCISE (3.25). — Let ¢: R — R’ be a ring map, b C R’ a subset. Prove
o Wb = /o th.
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SOLUTION: Below, (1) is clearly equivalent to (2); and (2), to (3); and so forth:

(1) z €™ Vb; (2) pz € Vb,
(3) (pz)™ € b for some n; (4) @(x™) € b for some n;
(5) 2" € p~1b for some n; (6) € /o lb. O

EXERCISE (3.38). — Let R be a ring, X a variable. Show that
rad(R[X]) = nil(R[X]) = nil(R)R[X].

SoLuTION: First, recall that rad(R[X]) D nil(R[X]) by (B=22W). Next, recall
that nil(R[X]) D nil(R)R[X] by (B=3W). Finally, given f := ag + - - + a, X" in
rad(R[X]), note that 1 + X f is a unit by (B2). So ao,...,a, are nilpotent by
(B83M)(2). So f € nil(R)R[X]. Thus nil(R)R[X] D rad(R[X]), as desired. O

EXERCISE (3.26). — Let e,e’ € Idem(R). Assume /(e) = y/(e’). Show e = ¢€’.

SOLUTION: By hypothesis, e € (¢/) for some n > 1. But e? = ¢, so e” = e. So
e = xe’ for some z. So e = ze’? = ee’. By symmetry, ¢/ = e¢’e. Thus e = ¢’. O

EXERCISE (3.27). — Let R be aring, a;, ay comaximal ideals with a;as C nil(R).
Show there are complementary idempotents e; and e, with e; € a;.

SOLUTION: Since a; and as are comaximal, there are x; € a; with z1 + a5 = 1.
Given n > 1, expanding (77 + 22)?"~! and collecting terms yields a2} + aszh = 1
for suitable a; € R. Now, z1ze € nil(R); take n > 1 so that (x122)™ = 0. Set
e; = a;x} € a;. Thene;+ep =1 and ejeas = 0. Thus e; and ep are complementary
idempotents by (ICI). O

EXERCISE (3.28). — Let R be a ring, a an ideal, x: R — R/a the quotient map.
Assume a C nil(R). Prove that Idem(k) is bijective.

SoLuTION: Note that Idem(x) is injective by (B222) and (B3).

As to surjectivity, given e’ € Idem(R/a), take z € R with residue ¢’. Then (z)
and (1 — z) are trivially comaximal. And (2)(1 — 2) C a C nil(R) as k(z — 2%) = 0.
So (BZM) yields complementary idempotents e; € (z) and es € (1 — 2).

Say e; = zz with z € R. Then k(e;) = z€’. So k(e1) = ze’? = k(eq)e’. Similarly,
k(e2) = k(ea)(1 —€’). So k(ez)e’ = 0. But k(ez) =1 —k(e1). So (1 —k(er))e’ =0,
ore’ = k(er)e’. But k(e1) = k(e1)e’. So k(er) = ¢’. Thus Idem(k) is surjective. [

EXERCISE (3.30). — Let R be a ring. Prove the following statement equivalent:

(1) R has exactly one prime p;
(2) every element of R is either nilpotent or a unit;
(3) R/nil(R) is a field.

SOLUTION: Assume (1). Let z € R be a nonunit. Then = € p. So x is nilpotent
by the Scheinnullstellensatz (B229). Thus (2) holds.

Assume (2). Then every x ¢ nil(R) has an inverse. Thus (3) holds.

Assume (3). Then nil(R) is maximal by (2ZIH). But any prime of R contains
nil(R) by (B229). Thus (1) holds. O

EXERCISE (3.32). — Let R be a ring, and a an ideal. Assume +/a is finitely
generated. Show (\/a)" C a for all large n.
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SOLUTION: Let z1,...,x,, be generators of y/a. For each i, there is n; such that
z! € a. Let n > Y (n; —1). Given a € /a, write a = > .~ y;z; with y; € R.

3

Then a™ is a linear combination of terms of the form x7" - -z with >°7" | j; = n.
Hence j; > n; for some 4, because if j; < n; — 1 for all i, then > j; < > (n; — 1).
Thus a™ € a, as desired. O

EXERCISE (3.33). — Let R be a ring, q an ideal, p a finitely generated prime.
Prove that p = /q if and only if there is n > 1 such that p D q D p™.

SoLuTION: If p = /g, then p D q D p” by (B=32). Conversely, if q D p”, then
clearly \/q D p . Further, since p is prime, if p D q, then p D /q. (]

EXERCISE (3.35). — Let R be a ring. Assume R is reduced and has finitely many
minimal prime ideals p1,...,p,. Prove that ¢: R — [[(R/p;) is injective, and for
each i, there is some (21,...,2,) € Im(p) with z; # 0 but «; = 0 for j # i.

SoLuTION: Clearly Ker(y) = (| p;. Now, R is reduced and the p; are its minimal
primes; hence, (B22Z9) and (BId) yield

(0) = \/@: ﬂpi-

Thus Ker(p) = (0), and so ¢ is injective.
Finally, fix 4. Since p; is minimal, p; 2 p; for j # 4; say a; € p; — p;. Set
a:=]];4a;. Then a € p; —p; for all j # i. So take (z1,...,z,) := p(a). O

EXERCISE (3.36). — Let R be a ring, X a variable, f :=ap+ a1 X + - -+ a, X"
and g := by + b1 X + --- + b, X" polynomials with a, # 0 and b,, # 0. Call f
primitive if {(ao,...,a,) = R. Prove the following statements:

(1) Then f is nilpotent if and only if ao, ..., a, are nilpotent.

(2) Then f is a unit if and only if ag is a unit and a4, ..., a, are nilpotent.

(3) If f is a zerodivisor, then there is a nonzero b € R with bf = 0; in fact, if

fg = 0 with m minimal, then fb,, =0 (or m = 0).
(4) Then fg is primitive if and only if f and g are primitive.

SoruTioN: In (1), ifag,...,a, are nilpotent, so is f owing to (B=31). Conversely,
say a; ¢ nil(R). Then the Scheinnullstellensatz (B=29) yields a prime p C R with
a; ¢ p. So f ¢ pR[X]. But pR[X] is prime by (EZIR). So plainly f ¢ nil(R[X]).

Alternatively, say f¥ = 0. Then (a,X")* = 0. So f — a,X™ is nilpotent owing
to (B3M). So ag, ..., an—1 are nilpotent by induction on n. Thus (1) holds.

For (2), suppose ag is a unit and aq, ..., a, are nilpotent. Then a1 X +---+a, X"
is nilpotent by (1), so belongs to rad(R) by (B222Z). Thus f is a unit by (822).

Conversely, suppose fg = 1. Then agbg = 1. Thus a¢ and by are units.

Further, given a prime p C R, let x,: R[X] — (R/p)[X] be the canonical map.
Then k,(f)kp(g) = 1. But R/p is a domain by (Z3). So degk,(f) = 0 owing to
(2x). So aq,...,a, € p. But p is arbitrary. Thus ay,...,a, € nil(R) by (B82).

Alternatively, let’s prove a’;flbm_r = 0 by induction on r. Set ¢; := Zj+k:i a;by.
Then > c¢; X' = fg. But fg = 1. So ¢; = 0 for i > 0. Taking i :== m + n yields
anbm = 0. Then ¢y = 0 yields anbp—r + an—1by—(r—1) + - = 0. Multiplying
by af, yields al"'b,,—, = 0 by induction. So a"*'by = 0. But by is a unit. So
a™t! = 0. So a, X™ € rad(R[X]) by (B=22). But f is a unit. So f —a, X" is a
unit by (83). So aq,...,a,—_1 are nilpotent by induction on n. Thus (2) holds.

For (3), suppose fb,, # 0. Say a,.b,, # 0, but a,4;b,, =0 for all i > 0. Fix i >0
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and set h := a,4;g. Then fh =01if fg =0. Also h =0 or deg(h) <m. So h=0
if m is minimal. In particular, a,4;b,—; = 0. But ¢ > 0 is arbitrary. Also fg =0
yields a,by, + @ry1bm—1 + -+ = 0. So a,.b,, =0, a contradiction. Thus (3) holds.
For (4), given m C R maximal, let ky: R[X] — (R/m)[X] be the canonical map.
Then h € R[X] is primitive if and only if Ky (h) # 0 for all m, owing to (E=30). But
R/m is a field by (ZI@). So (R/m)[X] is a domain by (23). Hence ,(fg) = 0 if
and only if k,(f) =0 or k,(g) = 0. Thus (4) holds. O

EXERCISE (3.37). — Generalize (BZ38) to the polynomial ring P := R[X7, ..., X,].
For (3), reduce to the case of one variable Y via this standard device: take d suitably
large, and define ¢: P — R[Y] by ¢(X;) :==Y?.

SoLuTION: Let f, g € P. Write f = Za(i)X(i) where (i) := (i1,...,4,) and
X® .= Xi*... X/r. Call f primitive if the a(;) generate R. Set (0) := (0,...,0).
Then (1)—(4) generalize as follows:

(1’) Then f is nilpotent if and only if a(;) is nilpotent for all (7).

(2) Then f is a unit if and only if a(g) is a unit and a(; is nilpotent for (i) # (0).

(3') Assume f is a zerodivisor. Then there is a nonzero ¢ € R with ¢f = 0.

(4) Then fg is primitive if and only if f and g are primitive.

To prove (1)—(2'), set R’ := R[Xo,...,X,], and say f =Y f; X} with f; € R'.

In (17), if f is nilpotent, so are all f; by (BZ38)(1); hence by induction on r, so
are all a(;). Conversely, if all a(;) are nilpotent, so is f by (8=3M). Thus (1) holds.

In (2'), if a(o) is a unit and ag;) is nilpotent for (i) # (0), then 3= a@p XD
is nilpotent by (1), so belongs to rad(R) by (B222). Then f is a unit by (B32).

Conversely, suppose f is a unit. Then fj is a unit, and f; is nilpotent for ¢ > 0
by (BZ33B)(2). So a(g is a unit, and a(; is nilpotent if i; = 0 and (i) # (0), by
induction on 7. Also, a(;) is nilpotent if i; > 0 by (1’). Thus (2’) holds.

In (3’), there’s a nonzero g € P with fg = 0. Take d larger than any exponent of
any X; found in f or g. Form the R-algebra map ¢: P — R[Y] with p(X;) = yd
Then o(f)p(g) = 0. But (X ®) = yirt-+ird"™" g, o carries distinct monomials
in f to distinct monomials in ¢(f), and the same for g. So ¢(f) has the same
coefficients as f, and ¢(g) the same as g. So ¢(g) # 0. Hence ¢(f) is a zerodivisor.
So (B33)(3) yields a nonzero ¢ € R with cp(f) = 0. Hence ca;y = 0 for all ag;).
So ¢f = 0. Thus (3') holds.

For (4’), use the solution of (B=3H)(4) with X replaced by Xi,..., X,. O

EXERCISE (3.39). — Let R be a ring, a an ideal, X a variable, R[[X]] the formal
power series ring, 9 C R[[X]] an ideal, and f := Y a, X™ € R[[X]]. Set m := MNR
and 2 := { S0, X" | by € a}. Prove the following statements:

(1) If f is nilpotent, then a,, is nilpotent for all n. The converse is false.

(2) Then f € rad(R[[X]]) if and only if ag € rad(R).

(3) Assume X € 9. Then X and m generate 9.

(4) Assume 91 is maximal. Then X € 9T and m is maximal.

(5) If a is finitely generated, then aR[[X]] = 2. The converse may fail.

SoLuTION: For (1), assume f and a; for i < n are nilpotent. Set g := 3,5 a; X"
Then g = f — >, aiX". So g is nilpotent by (BZM); say g™ = 0 with m > 1.
Then a]* = 0. Thus by induction a,, is nilpotent for all n.

The converse is false. For example, set P := Z[ X2, X3, ...] for variables X,,. Set
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R:=P/(X2, X3, ...). Let a, be the residue of X,,. Then a? =0, but Y a, X" is
not nilpotent. Thus (1) holds.

For (2), given g = > b,X™ € rad(R[[X]]), note that 1 + fg is a unit if and only
if 1+ apbp is a unit by (B21). Thus (B22A) yields (2) holds.

For (3), note M contains X and m, so the ideal they generate. But f = ag+ Xg
for some g € R[[X]]. So if f € M, then ap € M N R = m. Thus (3) holds.

For (4), note that X € rad(R[[X]]) by (2). So X and m generate 9% by (3). So
P/n = R/m by (811). Thus (EZI2) yields (4).

In (5), plainly aR[[X]] C 2. Now, assume f :=> a,X" € 2, or all a,, € a. Say

bi,...,by € a generate. Then a,, = 2211 cnib; for some c¢,; € R. Thus, as desired,
m m
f= Z(Z Cm'bz‘>X" => bz(Z Can> € aR[[X]].
n>0 i=1 i=1  n>0
For a counterexample, take ag,aq,... to be variables. Take R := Z[ay, az,...]

and a := (a1,as,...). Given g € aR[[X]], say g = >, big; with b; € a and
gi = Zn>0 b;nX™. Choose p greater than the maximum n such that a, occurs
in any b;. Then >, bibi, € (a1,...,ap—1), but a, ¢ (a1,...,a,—1). Therefore,
g# f:=> a,X". Thus f ¢ aR[[X], but f € 2. O

4. Modules

EXERCISE (4.3). — Let R be a ring, M a module. Consider the set map
p: Hom(R, M) — M defined by p(0) :=0(1).
Show that p is an isomorphism, and describe its inverse.
SOLUTION: First off, p is R-linear, because
p(z +2'0") = (20 + 2'0") (1) = 20(1) + 2'0' (1) = zp(0) + 2" p(¢').

Set H := Hom(R, M). Define a: M — H by a(m)(z) := am. It is easy to check
that ap = 1 and pa = 13;. Thus p and « are inverse isomorphisms by (E832). O

EXERCISE (4.12). — Let R be a domain, and z € R nonzero. Let M be the

submodule of Frac(R) generated by 1, x=!, 72 .... Suppose that M is finitely

generated. Prove that z=! € R, and conclude that M = R.
SOLUTION: Suppose M is generated by my, ..., my. Say m; = Y_7% aa~/ for
some n; and a;; € R. Set n:= max{n;}. Then 1, =1 ... 2" generate M. So
) — g2 a4 ag

for some a; € R. Thus

zl=a,+ - +az" !t +apz" € R.

Finally, as 2=' € R and R is a ring, also 1, 27!, 27 2,... € R; so M C R.
Conversely, M D Ras 1 € M. Thus M = R. O
EXERCISE (4.13). — A finitely generated free module has finite rank.

SOLUTION: Say ey for A € A form a free basis, and my, ..., m, generate. Then
m; = Zzijekj for some x;;. Consider the e by that occur. Plainly, they are finite
in number, and generate. So they form a finite free basis, as desired. O
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EXERCISE (4.16). — Let A be an infinite set, Ry a nonzero ring for A € A. Endow
[ Rx and @ R, with componentwise addition and multiplication. Show that [ Rx
has a multiplicative identity (so is a ring), but that @ Ry does not (so is not a ring).

SoruTION: Consider the vector (1) whose every component is 1. Obviously, (1)
is a multiplicative identity of [] Ry. On the other hand, no restricted vector (xy)
can be a multiplicative identity in @ R; indeed, because A is infinite, z,, must be
zero for some p. So (1) - (ya) # (yx) if y, # 0. O

EXERCISE (4.17). — Let R be a ring, M a module, and M’, M" submodules.
Show that M = M’ @ M" if and only if M = M’ + M" and M' N M" = 0.

SoLuTION: Assume M = M’ @ M"”. Then M is the set of pairs (m/, m”) with
m’ € M’ and m"” € M" by (EIH); further, M’ is the set of (m’,0), and M’ is that
of (0,m"). So plainly M = M' 4+ M" and M' N M" = 0.

Conversely, consider the map M’ @ M"” — M given by (m',m”) — m’+m”. Tt is
surjective if M = M’ + M". Tt is injective if M’ N M" = 0; indeed, if m’ +m” =0,
then m’ = —m” € M’ N M" =0, and so (m’,m") = 0 as desired. O

EXERCISE (4.18). — Let L, M, and N be modules. Consider a diagram

a B
L=M&a2N

p o

where «, 3, p, and ¢ are homomorphisms. Prove that

M=L®&N and a=.i.p, B=7N, O=1tN, p=TL
if and only if the following relations hold:
Ba=0, Bo=1, po =0, pal, and ap+ofp = 1.

SOLUTION: If M = LN and o = ¢y, B = 7N, oLn, p = 7L, then the definitions
immediately yield ap4+ o8 =1and fa =0, fo =1, poc =0, pa = 1.

Conversely, assume ap + o =1 and fa =0, fo =1, po =0, pa = 1. Consider
the maps ¢: M — L@ N and 0: L & N — M given by om := (pm, fm) and
0(l,n) := al + on. They are inverse isomorphisms, because

wl(l,n) = (pad 4+ pon, pal+ Bon) = (I,n) and Opm = apm + ofm = m.
Lastly, 8 = mny¢ and p = 7w by definition of ¢, and o = 0i, and ¢ = Oy by
definition of 6. O

EXERCISE (4.19). — Let L be a module, A a nonempty set, M, a module for
A € A. Prove that the injections ¢,,: M,, — @ M) induce an injection

@ Hom(L, M) — Hom(L, @ M,),
and that it is an isomorphism if L is finitely generated.

SOLUTION: For A € A, let a): L — M), be maps, almost all 0. Then

(X an) () = (ax() € @ M.
So if > txay =0, then ay = 0 for all A. Thus the ¢,; induce an injection.

Assume L is finitely generated, say by l1,...,l;. Let a: L — @ M) be a map.
Then each «(l;) lies in a finite direct subsum of @ M. So (L) lies in one too. Set
oy 1= mea for all k € A. Then almost all «,; vanish. So () lies in @ Hom(L, M),
and Y txa = a. Thus the ¢,; induce a surjection, so an isomorphism. O
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EXERCISE (4.20). — Let a be an ideal, A a nonempty set, M, a module for A € A.
Prove a(€@ M,) = @ aMy. Prove a(J] M,) = [[aM, if a is finitely generated.

SoLuTION: First, a(@ M) C @ aM, because a - (my) = (amy). Conversely,
a(@ MA) D P aM), because (aymy) = > axtamy since the sum is finite.

Second, a([TM») C [TaMy as a(my) = (amy). Conversely, say a is generated
by fi,..., fn. Then a(I]Mx) D [TaM,. Indeed, take (m}) € [JaM,. Then for
each ), there is ny such that m} = 2221 axjmy; with ay; € a and my; € M.
Write ay; = Z?:l xxjifi with the x5 ;; scalars. Then

(my) = (iifﬂxjﬂmg'> = éfi <2 xkji"”,\j) e a(H MA). 0

j=11i=1
5. Exact Sequences

EXERCISE (5.5). — Let M’ and M" be modules, N C M’ a submodule. Set
M :=M' @ M". Using (B2)(1) and (B33) and (B4), prove M/N = M'/N & M".

SoLuTION: By (B22)(1) and (B33), the two sequences 0 — M"” — M"” — 0 and
0—-N—= M — M'/N — 0 are exact. So by (B), the sequence
0—>N-—->MeaeM' - (M/N)yeM' —0
is exact. Thus (B23) yields the assertion. O

EXERCISE (5.6). — Let 0 - M’ — M — M"” — 0 be a short exact sequence.
Prove that, if M’ and M" are finitely generated, then so is M.

SOLUTION: Let mY,...,m!/ € M map to elements generating M". Let m € M,
and write its image in M" as a linear combination of the images of the m/. Let
m” € M be the same combination of the m/. Set m’ := m —m”. Then m’ maps
to 0 in M”; so m/ is the image of an element of M’.

Let m},...,m; € M be the images of elements generating M’. Then m' is a
linear combination of the m’. So m is a linear combination of the m; and m/.
Thus the m;] and m] together generate M. O

EXERCISE (5.11). — Let M’, M” be modules, and set M := M’ & M". Let N be
a submodule of M containing M’, and set N := NN M". Prove N = M' @ N".

SoLUTION: Form the sequence 0 — M’ — N — mp N — 0. It splits by (B9)
as (mp|N) o tprr = 1p. Finally, if (m/, m”) € N, then (0, m”) € N as M’ C N,
hence, mp N = N”. O

EXERCISE (5.12). — Criticize the following misstatement of (E9): given a 3-term
exact sequence M' = M LN M", there is an isomorphism M ~ M’ & M" if and
only if there is a section o: M" — M of 8 and « is injective.

SorLuTiON: We have a: M’ — M, and tpy: M — M’ & M”, but (BH) requires
that they be compatible with the isomorphism M ~ M’ & M", and similarly for
B: M — M" and wpyrn: M ® M" — M".

Let’s construct a counterexample (due to B. Noohi). For each integer n > 2, let
M,, be the direct sum of countably many copies of Z/(n). Set M := @ M,.

First, let us check these two statements:
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(1) For any finite abelian group G, we have G & M ~ M.
(2) For any finite subgroup G C M, we have M/G ~ M.

Statement (1) holds since G is isomorphic to a direct sum of copies of Z/(n) for
various n by the structure theorem for finite abelian groups [B, (6.4), p.472], [,
Thm. 13.3, p. 200].

To prove (2), write M = B@ M’, where B contains G and involves only finitely
many components of M. Then M’ ~ M. Therefore, (E2I0) and (1) yield

M/G ~ (B/G)& M’ ~ M.

To construct the counterexample, let p be a prime number. Take one of the
7./ {p?) components of M, and let M’ C Z/(p?) be the cyclic subgroup of order p.
There is no retraction Z/(p?) — M’, so there is no retraction M — M’ either, since
the latter would induce the former. Finally, take M" := M/M’. Then (1) and (2)
yield M ~ M' @& M". O

EXERCISE (5.14). — Referring to (ER), give an alternative proof that g is an
isomorphism by applying the Snake Lemma to the diagram
00— M N N/M —— 0
Ll |

0 — M/L — N/L 2 (N/L)/(M/L) — 0

SOLUTION: The Snake Lemma yields an exact sequence,

L5 L — Ker(8) — 0;

hence, Ker(8) = 0. Moreover, § is surjective because « and \ are. ([

EXERCISE (5.15) (Five Lemma). — Consider this commutative diagram:

M, 25 My 255 My 22 My 25 M,

’Y4l ’Y3l ’Y2l 'Yll ’Yol
N4&>N3ﬁ>N2ﬁ>N1—>NO

Assume it has exact rows. Via a chase, prove these two statements:

(1) If 43 and =y, are surjective and if 7 is injective, then 7, is surjective.
(2) If v3 and v; are injective and if 4 is surjective, then ~, is injective.

SOLUTION: Let’s prove (1). Take no € Na. Since 71 is surjective, there is
my € My such that v1(m1) = B2(n2). Then yoa1(m1) = B1y1(m1) = B1B2(n2) =0
by commutativity and exactness. Since vy is injective, a1 (m) = 0. Hence exactness
yields mg € My with ag(mz) =m1. So B2(v2(m2) — n2) = y102(m2) — Ba(n2) = 0.

Hence exactness yields ng € N3 with 83(n3) = y2(m2) —na. Since vs is surjective,
there is m3 € M3 with y3(ms3) = nz. Then vas(ms) = B3y3(ms) = Y2(mz2) — na.
Hence ~2(mgy — az(m3)) = ny. Thus 75 is surjective.

The proof of (2) is similar. O
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EXERCISE (5.16) (Nine Lemma). — Consider this commutative diagram:
0 0 0

|1

0 =L —L—L"—0

Lol

0—-M —-M—-M —0

Lo

00— N — N —=-N"—=0

|l

0 0 0

Assume all the columns are exact and the middle row is exact. Prove that the first
row is exact if and only if the third is.

SoLUTION: The first row is exact if the third is owing to the Snake Lemma
(B213) applied to the bottom two rows. The converse is proved similarly. ([l

EXERCISE (5.17). — Consider this commutative diagram with exact rows:
AV VN V
| el ]
N N2 N
Assume o/ and v are surjective. Given n € N and m” € M" with o (m") = +/(n),
show that there is m € M such that a(m) =n and v(m) = m”.

SOLUTION: Since 7 is surjective, there is my € M with y(my) = m”. Then
7' (n—a(m1)) = 0as o/’(m”) = 9/(n) and as the right-hand square is commutative.
So by exactness of the bottom row, there is n’ € N’ with '(n') = n—a(m4). Since
o/ is surjective, there is m’ € M’ with o/ (m’) = n’. Set m := my + B(m’). Then
v(m) =m/ as v = 0. Further, a(m) = a(my)+ ' (n’) = n as the left-hand square
is commutative. Thus m works. |

EXERCISE (5.22). — Show that a free module R®? is projective.

SoruTioN: Given 8: M — N and a: R®* — N, use the UMP of (EM) to
define v: R®* — M by sending the standard basis vector ey to any lift of a(ey),
that is, any my € M with S(my) = a(ey). (The Axiom of Choice permits a
simultaneous choice of all my if A is infinite.) Clearly o = #y. Thus R®A is
projective. ([l

EXERCISE (5.24). — Let R be aring, P and N finitely generated modules with P
projective. Prove Hom (P, N) is finitely generated, and is finitely presented if N is.

SOLUTION: Since P is finitely generated, there is a surjection R®™ = P for
some m by (EIM). Set K := Ker(a). Since P is projective, the sequence
0+ K—R¥ 5 P—0
splits by (6223). Hence Hom(P, N) @ Hom(K, N) = Hom(R®™, N) by (EI532).
But Hom(R®™, N) = Hom(R, N)®™ = N®™ by (EI52) and (E3). So since N
is finitely generated, Hom(R®™, N) is finitely generated too. Now, Hom(P, N) is a
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quotient of Hom(R®™ N) by (BH). So Hom(P, N) is finitely generated too.
Suppose now there is a finite presentation F5 — F; — N — 0. Then (B222) and
(B223) yield the exact sequence

Hom(R®™, Fy) — Hom(R®™, F}) — Hom(R®™, N) — 0.

But the Hom(R®™, F};) are free of finite rank by (EI5) and (EI52). Thus
Hom(R®™ N) is finitely presented.
As above, Hom (K, N) is finitely generated. Consider the (split) exact sequence

0 — Hom(K, N) — Hom(R®™, N) — Hom(P, N) — 0.
Thus (B22R) implies Hom (P, N) is finitely presented. O

EXERCISE (5.26). — Let R be a ring, and 0 - L — R - M — 0 an exact
sequence. Prove M is finitely presented if and only if L is finitely generated.

SOLUTION: Assume M is finitely presented; say R — R™ — M — 0 is a finite
presentation. Let L’ be the image of R'. Then L' ® R" ~ L & R™ by Schanuel’s
Lemma (6223). Hence L is a quotient of R! @ R™. Thus L is finitely generated.

Conversely, assume L is generated by ¢ elements. They yield a surjection R* — L
by (BTm)(1). It yields a sequence R — R™ — M — 0. The latter is, plainly, exact.
Thus M is finitely presented. O

EXERCISE (5.27). — Let R be a ring, X1, Xo,... infinitely many variables. Set
P:=R[X1,Xo,...] and M := P/(X1,X5,...). Is M finitely presented? Explain.

SoLuTION: No, otherwise by (B22H), the ideal (X7, Xs,...) would be generated
by some fi,..., fn € P, so also by Xi,...,X,, for some m, but plainly it isn’t. O

EXERCISE (5.29). — Let 0 — L % M Z, N = 0 be a short exact sequence with
M finitely generated and N finitely presented. Prove L is finitely generated.

SOLUTION: Let R be the ground ring. Say M is generated by m elements. They
yield a surjection p: R™ —» M by (E2I0)(1). As in (B22R), p induces the following
commutative diagram, with A surjective:

0 K —=R" =N —0
)\l Ml lNl
0—>L-5ML N0
By (B228), K is finitely generated. Thus L is too, as \ is surjective. O
EXERCISE (5.36). — Let R be a ring, and a1, ...,a, € R with {(a1) D - D (am).
Set M := (R/{a1)) ® - & (R/{am)). Show that F,.(M) = (a1 am—r).
SoLUTION: Form the presentation R™ < R™ — M — 0 where o has matrix
aq 0
A =

0 Am,

Set s :=m —r. Now, a; € {(a;—1) for all i > 1. Hence a;, ---a;, € {ay---as) for all

s

1<d <+ <ig <m. Thus I;(A) = {ay - - - as), as desired. ]
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EXERCISE (5.37). — In the setup of (B23H), assume a; is a nonunit.

(1) Show that m is the smallest integer such that F,,(M) = R.

(2) Let n be the largest integer such that F,,(M) = (0); set k :=m —n. Assume
R is a domain. Show (a) that a; # 0 for ¢ < k and a; = 0 for ¢ > k, and (b) that
M determines each a; up to unit multiple.

SoLuTION: For (1), note there’s a presentation R™ — R™ — M — 0; see the
solution to (B238). So F,,(M) = R by (B34). On the other hand, F,,,_1(M) = (a1)
by (B=38). So Fy,,—1(M) # R as a; is a nonunit. Thus (1) holds.

For (2)(a), note Fy,11(M) # (0) and F,(M) = (0). Hence a;---a;—1 # 0 and
a1---ap = 0 by (B38). But R is a domain. Hence ay,...,a; # 0 for i < k and
ar = 0. But (ag) D -+ D (am). Hence a; =0 for ¢ > k. Thus (2)(a) holds.

For (2)(b), given by,...,b, € R with b; a nonunit, with (b;) D --- D (b,) and
M= (R/(b1)) @ - & (R/(bp)), note that (1) yields p = m and that (2)(a) yields
b; # 0 for i < k and b; =0 for i > k.

Given 4, (B3H) yields (a1 ---a;) = (b1---b;). But R is a domain. So (ZI2)
yields a unit u; such that ay---a; = u;by -+ b;. So

Ui—1by -+ bi_1a; = upby -+ - by

If i <k, then by ---b;—1 # 0; whence, u;—1a; = u;b;. Thus (2)(b) holds. O

6. Direct Limits

EXERCISE (6.3). — (1) Show that the condition (BEZ2)(1) is equivalent to the
commutativity of the corresponding diagram:

Home (B, C) — Home (F(B), F(C))

| | (6.3.1)

Home(A,C) — Home: (F(A), F(C))

(2) Given v: C — D, show (B2)(1) yields the commutativity of this diagram:
HOHl@(B, C) — Home- (F(B), F(C))

| |

Home(A4, D) — Home (F(A), F(D))

SoLuTION: In (BZX), the left-hand vertical map is given by composition with
«, and the right-hand vertical map is given by composition with F(«). So the
composition of the top map and the right-hand map sends 5 to F(5)F(«), whereas
the composition of the left-hand map with the bottom map sends S to F(B«).
These two images are always equal if and only if (E3X) commutes. Thus (1) holds
if and only if (BEZ3).

As to (2), the argument is similar. O

EXERCISE (6.5). — Let C and €’ be categories, F': € — € and F’: ¢’ — C an
adjoint pair. Let ¢4 4-: Home/ (FA, A’) = Home(A, F'A’) denote the natural
bijection, and set n4 := wa ra(lpa). Do the following:
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(1) Prove n4 is natural in A; that is, given g: A — B, the induced square
A F'FA

o |

B 2 F'FB

is commutative. We call the natural transformation A — 74 the unit of (F, F’).

(2) Given f': FA — A, prove pa a(f') = F'f ona.

(3) Prove the natural map n4: A — F'FA is universal from A to F’; that is,
given f: A — F'A’, there is a unique map f': FA — A’ with F'f' ona = f.

(4) Conversely, instead of assuming (F, F’) is an adjoint pair, assume given a
natural transformation n: 1l — F'F satisfying (1) and (3). Prove the equation in
(2) defines a natural bijection making (F, F’) an adjoint pair, whose unit is 7.

(5) Identify the units in the two examples in (B2): the “free module” functor
and the “polynomial ring” functor.

(Dually, we can define a counit ¢: FF’ — 1le/, and prove similar statements.)

SoLuTION: For (1), form this canonical diagram, with horizontal induced maps:

Home (FA, FA) —"2 Home (FA, FB) <% Home (FB, FB)

‘PA,FAl @A,FBl ‘PB,FBJV

Home (A, F'FA) EFg), Home (A, F'FB) i Home (B, F'FB)
It commutes since ¢ is natural. Follow 1p4 out of the upper left corner to find
F'Fgona = pa rp(Fg) in Home(A, F'FB). Follow 1pp out of the upper right
corner to find 4, pp(Fg) = npog in Home(A, F'FB). Thus (F'Fg)ona =ngog.
For (2), form this canonical commutative diagram:

Home (FA, FA) —*  Home (FA, A')

L/’A,FAJ/ @A,A’J/

Home (4, F'FA) T Home(A, F/AY)
Follow 1p4 out of the upper left-hand corner to find @4 4/ (f') = F'f ona.
For (3), given an f, note that (2) yields wa,4/(f') = f; whence, f' = @Z}A,(f).
Thus f’ is unique. Further, an f’ exists: just set f’ := @Z}A/(f).
For (4), set 14 a:(f') == F'f' ona. Asna is universal, given f: A — F'A’, there
is a unique f': FA — A’ with F'f' ona = f. Thus ¢4 4’ is a bijection:

'(/JA,A’ : HOHI@/(FA, A/) = HOIn(g(A7 F/AI).

Also, ¥4, 4/ is natural in A, as n4 is natural in A and F’ is a functor. And, ¢4, 4
is natural in A’, as F' is a functor. Clearly, ¥4, pa(1pa) = na. Thus (4) holds.
For (5), use the notation of (E=). Clearly, if F is the “free module” functor, then
na: A — R carries an element of A to the corresponding standard basis vector.
Further, if F' is the “polynomial ring” functor and if A is the set of variables
X1, .., Xp, then n4(X;) is just X; viewed in R[X7,..., X,]. O

EXERCISE (6.9). — Let a: L — M and 8: L — N be two maps in a category C.
Their pushout is defined as the object of € universal among objects P equipped
with a pair of maps y: M — P and §: N — P such that ya = §3. Express the
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pushout as a direct limit. Show that, in ((Sets)), the pushout is the disjoint union
M U N modulo the smallest equivalence relation ~ with m ~ n if there is £ € L
with a(¢) = m and B(¢) = n. Show that, in ((R-mod)), the pushout is equal to the
direct sum M @ N modulo the image of L under the map («, —f3).

SOLUTION: Let A be the category with three objects A, u, and v and two non-
identity maps A — p and A — v. Define a functor A — M) by My := L, M,, :== M,
M, :=N, aﬁ = q, and a)) := 3. Set Q := h_H)lM)\. Then writing

NL&L 2y L% M
Y
Q- Q-5Q N 5 Q

we see that () is equal to the pushout of o and 3; here v =, and § = 7,.

In ((Sets)), take v and ¢ to be the inclusions followed by the quotient map.
Clearly ya = §3. Further, given P and maps v': M — P and §': N — P, they
define a unique map M U N — P, and it factors through the quotient if and only
if Ya=¢B. Thus (M U N)/ ~ is the pushout.

In ((R-mod)), take v and § to be the inclusions followed by the quotient map.
Then for all £ € L, clearly tpra(f) —enB(€) = (a(€), —B(¢)). Hence tpra(€) —inB(€)
is in Im(L). Hence, tpra(f) and ¢y B(¢) have the same image in the quotient. Thus
~ya = 68. Givenvy': M — Pand ¢’: N — P, they define a unique map M&N — P,
and it factors through the quotient if and only if /o = §’3. Thus (M @& N)/Im(L)
is the pushout. ([l

EXERCISE (6.16). — Let C be a category, ¥ and A small categories.
(1) Prove €A = (€M) with (0, \) = M, ) corresponding to o — (A — M, ).
(2) Assume C has direct limits indexed by ¥ and by A. Prove that € has direct
limits indexed by ¥ x A and that hﬂ,\e/\ ligaez = hﬂ(a,A)GZXN

SoruTioN: Consider (1). In ¥ x A, a map (o, \) — (7, ) factors in two ways:
(0,2 = (1, A) = (T,p) and (0,A) = (0, p) = (7, ).

So, given a functor (o, \) — M, x, there is a commutative diagram like (BEZI3).
It shows that the map ¢ — 7 in ¥ induces a natural transformation from A — M, »
to A — M. . Thus the rule ¢ — (A — M,,) is a functor from ¥ to eA.

A map from (0,A) — M, » to a second functor (o, \) — N, is a collection of
maps 6, »: My x — N, such that, for every map (o, \) — (7, ), the square

Moy — MT/,L

ea,xl j/er,u

NU,\ — Nru

is commutative. Factoring (o, A\) — (7, u) in two ways as above, we get a commu-
tative cube. It shows that the 6, ) define a map in (C*)%.

This passage from €=*A to (C*)® is reversible. Thus (1) holds.

As to (2), assume C has direct limits indexed by ¥ and A. Then C* has
direct limits indexed by ¥ by (BEI3). So the functors lim eA — € and

liggezz (CM)* — @A exist, and they are the left adjoints of the diagonal func-
A A A E oy . . . .
tors € — C* and €% — (C*)* by (B). Hence the composition lim Tim s
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the left adjoint of the composition of the two diagonal functors. But the latter is
just the diagonal @ — C¥*4 owing to (1). So this diagonal has a left adjoint, which
is necessarily lig(g)\)GZXA owing to the uniqueness of adjoints. Thus (2) holds. O
EXERCISE (6.17). — Let A — M), and A — N, be two functors from a small
category A to ((R-mod)), and {f): M) — N,} a natural transformation. Show

ligCoker(HA) = Coker(ligM,\ — lignN,\).

Show that the analogous statement for kernels can be false by constructing a
counterexample using the following commutative diagram with exact rows:

727 —7/2) —0

[ e [

727 - 17/2) =0

SoLUTION: By (BR), the cokernel is a direct limit, and by (BEXA), direct limits
commute; thus, the asserted equation holds.

To construct the desired counterexample using the given diagram, view its rows
as expressing the cokernel Z/(2) as a direct limit over the category A of (ER). View
the left two columns as expressing a natural transformation {6, }, and view the third
column as expressing the induced map between the two limits. The latter map is
0; so its kernel is Z/(2). However, Ker(6y) = 0 for A € A; so liénKer(H,\) =0. O

7. Filtered direct limits

EXERCISE (7.2). — Let R be a ring, M a module, A a set, M) a submodule for
each A € A. Assume |J M, = M. Assume, given A\, u € A, there is v € A such that
My, M,, C M,. Order A by inclusion: A < p if My C M,,. Prove M = ligMA.

SOLUTION: Let us prove that M has the UMP characterizing H_I}IIM)\. Given
homomorphisms 8y: My — P with 8\ = ,|Mx when A < v, define 3: M — P
by B(m) := Ba(m) if m € M. Such a A exists as |(JMy = M. If also m € M,
and My, M,, C M,, then B\(m) = B,(m) = Bu(m); so B is well defined. Clearly,
B: M — P is the unique set map such that 8|M, = S,. Further, given m,n € M
and = € R, there is v such that m,n € M,. So B(m+n) = B,(m+n) = S(m)+5(n)
and B(xzm) = B, (xm) = xB(m). Thus § is R-linear. Thus M = lim M. O

EXERCISE (7.3). — Show that every module M is the filtered direct limit of its
finitely generated submodules.

SOLUTION: Every element m € M belongs to the submodule generated by m;
hence, M is the union of all its finitely generated submodules. Any two finitely
generated submodules are contained in a third, for example, their sum. So the
assertion results from (IZ2) with A the set of all finite subsets of M. O

EXERCISE (7.4). — Show that every direct sum of modules is the filtered direct
limit of its finite direct subsums.
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SOLUTION: Consider an element of the direct sum. It has only finitely many
nonzero components. So it lies in the corresponding finite direct subsum. Thus
the union of the subsums is the whole direct sum. Now, given any two finite direct
subsums, their sum is a third. Thus the finite subsets of indices form a directed
partially ordered set A. So the assertion results from (IZ2). O

EXERCISE (7.6). — Keep the setup of (Z3). For each n € A, set N,, := Z/{n); if
n = ms, define a': N,,, = N, by o (z) := xs (mod n). Show lim N, = Q/Z.

SoLuTION: For each n € A, set Q,, := M,,/Z C Q/Z. If n = ms, then clearly
Diagram (IZB) induces this one:

om
N,, — N,

TYm J/ ~ Tn J/ ~

'
Qm — Qn
where " is the inclusion. Now, |JQ, = Q/Z and Q,,, Qn C Qnyn . So (C2) yields
(@/Z:liﬂMn. Thus H_I)nNn:Q/Z. O

EXERCISE (7.9). — Let R := lim Ry be a filtered direct limit of rings.
(1) Prove that R = 0 if and only if Ry = 0 for some A.
(2) Assune that each R) is a domain. Prove that R is a domain.
(3) Assume that each R) is a field. Prove that R is a field.

SoLuTION: For (1), first assume R = 0. Fix any x. Then 1 € R,, maps to 0 € R.
So (ILB)(3) with Z for R yields some transition map of: R, — Ry with a§1 = 0.
But a1 =1. Thus 1 =0 in Ry. So Ry =0 by (I=T).

Conversely, assume Ry = 0. Then 1 =0 in Ry. So 1 =0 in R, as the transition
map ay: Ry — R carries 1 to 1 and 0 to 0. Thus R =0 by (). Thus (1) holds.

In (2), given x, y € R with zy = 0, we can lift z, y back to some xy, yx € Ry for
some A\ by (ZR)(1) and (D) (1). Then z)y) maps to 0 € R. So (LA)(3) yields a
transition map a;, with o (zayx) = 0 in R, But o (zaya) = o (xa)a) (ya), and
R,, is a domain. So either af)(m,\) =0or aﬁ(yA) = 0. Hence, either x = 0 or y = 0.
Thus R is a domain. Thus (2) holds.

For (3), given z € R — 0, we can lift « back to some z) € Ry for some A by
(CR)(1). Then =) # 0 as x # 0. But Ry is a field. So there is yy € Ry with
Zxyx = 1. Say y) maps to y € R. Then xy = 1. So R is a field. Thus (3) holds. O

EXERCISE (7.10). — Let M := lim M) be a filtered direct limit of modules, with
transition maps ozf;: My — M, and insertions ay: My — M. For each A, let
Ny C M) be a submodule, and let N C M be a submodule. Prove that Ny = a;lN
for all X if and only if (a) Ny = (af‘t)’lNM for all af; and (b) JaxNy = N.

SOLUTION: First, assume N, = a;lN for all A\. Recall o) = a#aﬁ for all af;.
So a !N = (ozf;)_loz;le. Thus (a) holds.

Further, N, = a;lN implies axNy C N. So JayN, C N. Finally, for any
m € M, there is A and my € M) with m = aym) by (R)(1). But N, := a;lN;
hence, if m € N, then my € Ny, so m € axNy. Thus (b) holds too.

Conversely, assume (b). Then ayNy C N, or Ny C a;lN, for all A.

Assume (a) too. Given A and my € o, ' N, note aymy € N = Ja,N,. So there
is u and n, € N, with a,n, = aymy. So (ZB)(2) yields v and o and «; with
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abn, = apmy. But a#N, C N, and (o)) !N, = N, by (a). Hence my € Nj.
Thus Ny D a;lN. Thus Ny = cu;IN7 as desired. O

EXERCISE (7.15). — Let R := H_I)IIR)\ be a filtered direct limit of rings, ay C Ry
an ideal for each \. Assume a;\LaA C a, for each transition map af;. Set a:=lima,.
If each ay is prime, show a is prime. If each ay is maximal, show a is maximal.

SOLUTION: The functor A — a, induces functors A — a, and \ — (RA/a)\).
So (I=7) implies that a := limay and liﬂ(RA/aA) exist, and (IZIA) implies that
li_r>n(R>\/a,\) = R/a. Thus (IZA) yields the assertions. O

EXERCISE (7.16). — Let M := lim M be a filtered direct limit of modules, with
transition maps aﬁ: My — M, and insertions ax: My — M. Let Ny C M) be a
be a submodule for all A. Assume ozﬁN,\ C N, for all af;. Prove ligN,\ = JaaNx.

SoLUTION: The functor A — M) induces a functor A — N). So H_H}lN)\ exists by
(Z3). Also, by (IZIA), the inclusions Ny <— M, induce an injection lim Ny — M
such that the insertions «y: M) — M restrict to the insertions Ny — lim N.
Hence lim Ny 5 JaaN,. Finally, let n € lim Ny. Then (CR)(1) yields a A and a
ny € Ny with n = ayny € ayN,. Thus li_I)nN)\ZUa)\N)\. ([l

EXERCISE (7.17). — Let R := lim R be a filtered direct limit of rings. Prove that
li%mnil(RA) = nil(R).

SOLUTION: Set ny := nil(R)) and n := nil(R). As usual, denote the transition
maps by a,’): Ry — R, and the insertions by ay: Ry — R. Then a/’)m\ Cn, for all
). So (ICIB) yields limn = Uaany. Now, ayny Cn for all A\. So [Jaxny Cn.

Conversely, given = € n, say ™ = 0. Then (ZR)(1) yields A and z) € R, with
arzy = . So ayzh = 0. So (LB)(3) yields a;} with af;xﬁ =0. Set z, := af;:m.

Then xﬁ =0. So z, € n,. Thus z € aun,. Thus |Jany = n, as desired. O

EXERCISE (7.18). — Let R := lim Ry be a filtered direct limit of rings. Assume
each ring R) is local, say with maximal ideal my, and assume each transition map
ozﬁ: Ry — R, is local. Set m := limm,. Prove that R is local with maximal ideal
m and that each insertion ay: Ry — R is local.

SOLUTION: As each a, is local, (o) 'my = m,. So apmy C my,. So (ZIH)
yields m = [Jaxmy. Now, given z € R — m, there is A and =) € R with ayz) =«
by (ZR)(1). Then x) ¢ my as ¢ m = [Jaymy. So x) is invertible as Ry is local
with maximal ideal m,. Hence z is invertible. Thus R is local with maximal ideal
m by (B3). Finally, (Z11) yields a;lm = m,; that is, a is local. O

EXERCISE (7.20). — Let A and A’ be small categories, C: A’ — A a functor.
Assume A’ is filtered. Assume C'is cofinal; that is,
(1) given X € A, there is a map A — C\’ for some N € A’; and
(2) given ¥, p: A = CN, there is x: X — \| with (Cx)¥ = (Cx)e.
Let A — M)y be a functor from A to € whose direct limit exists. Show that
lim, o Moy =ling, \ My
more precisely, show that the right side has the UMP characterizing the left.
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SOLUTION: Let P be an object of €. For X € A’, take maps vy : Mgy — P
compatible with the transition maps Mcy — Mc,s. Given A € A, choose a map
A — CX, and define 8y: My — P to be the composition

B,\: My — Mcy i}P

Let’s check that 3, is independent of the choice of A — C\'.

Given a second choice A — C)\”, there are maps N/ — p/ and N — ' for some
' € A’ since A’ is filtered. So there is a map p/ — p) such that the compositions
A= CN = Cp — Cuy and A - CN' — Cp/ — Cpfj are equal since C' is cofinal.
Therefore, A — C\’ gives rise to the same (3, as desired.

Clearly, the ) are compatible with the transition maps M, — M,. So the ()
induce amap 3: lim M) — P with Sa) = () for every insertion ay: My — @Mk.
In particular, this equation holds when A = CX for any X' € A/, as required. O

EXERCISE (7.21). — Show that every R-module M is the filtered direct limit over
a directed set of finitely presented modules.

SoLuTION: By (BE2Z0), there is a presentation R¥®* % R®®2 — M — 0. For
i = 1,2, let A; be the set of finite subsets ¥; of ®;, and order A; by inclusion.
Clearly, an inclusion ¥; < ®; yields an injection R®¥i < R®®i which is given by
extending vectors by 0. Hence (2) yields lim R®Y: = RO®:,

Let A C Ay x Ay be the set of pairs A := (¥y, ¥s) such that a induces a map
ay: R®Y1 — R®¥2 Order A by componentwise inclusion. Clearly, A is directed.
For A € A, set M) := Coker(ay). Then M) is finitely presented.

For i = 1,2, the projection C;: A — A; is surjective, so cofinal. Hence, (Z20)
yields liny, _ R®CA = ling, R®Y:. Thus (ET2) yields lig My = M. O

8. Tensor Products

EXERCISE (8.4). — Let R be a ring, R’ an R- algebra, and M an R’-module.
Set M' := R' @z M. Define a: M — M’ by am := 1 ®m. Prove M is a direct
summand of M’ with @ = ¢y, and find the retraction (projection) mpr: M’ — M.

SOLUTION: As the canonical map R’ x M — M’ is bilinear, « is linear. Define
w: M x R — M by p(x,m) := xm. Plainly p is R-bilinear. So p induces an
R-linear map p : M’ — M. Then p is a retraction of «, as p(a(m)) = 1-m. Let
B: M — Coker(a) be the quotient map. Then (BH) implies that M is a direct
summand of M’ with a = 137 and p = . O

EXERCISE (8.7). — Let R be a domain, a a nonzero ideal. Set K := Frac(R).
Show that a ®p K = K.

SOLUTION: Define amap 8: ax K — K by S(z,y) := xy. It is clearly R-bilinear.
Given any R-bilinear map «: ax K — P, fix a nonzero z € a, and define an R-linear
map v: K — P by v(y) := a(z,y/z). Then a =5 as

a(z,y) = a(zz,y/z) = a(z,zy/2) = v(xy) = vB(z, ).
Clearly, B is surjective. So « is unique with this property. Thus the UMP implies
that K = a®p K. (Also, as 7 is unique, v is independent of the choice of z.)
Alternatively, form the linear map ¢: a® K — K induced by the bilinear map .
Since [ is surjective, so is ¢. Now, given any w € a® K, say w = Y a; @ x;/x with



186 Solutions: (8.17)

all z; and  in R. Set a := > a;x; € a. Then w = a ® (1/x). Hence, if p(w) = 0,
then a/x = 0; so a = 0 and so w = 0. Thus ¢ is injective, so bijective. (I

EXERCISE (8.9). — Let R be a ring, R’ an R-algebra, M, N two R’-modules.
Show there is a canonical R-linear map 7: M ® g N — M ®p N.

Let K C M ®r N denote the R-submodule generated by all the differences
(@'m)@n —m® (2'n) for 2’ € R and m € M and n € N. Show K is equal to
Ker(7), and 7 is surjective. Show 7 is an isomorphism if R’ is a quotient of R.

SOLUTION: The canonical map ': M x N — M ®p/ N is R'-bilinear, so R-
bilinear. Hence, by (B3), it factors: ' = 78 where 8: M x N - M ®p N is the
canonical map and 7 is the desired map.

Set Q := (M ®gr N)/K. Then 7 factors through a map 7/: Q@ - M ®p N since
each generator (z'm) ® n —m ® (2'n) of K maps to 0in M ®p N.

By (BR), there is an R'-structure on M ®p N with ¢y'(m ®@n) = m® (y'n), and
so by (BH)(1), another one with ¢'(m®n) = (y'm) ®n. Clearly, K is a submodule
for each structure, so @@ is too. But on @) the two structures coincide. Further,
the canonical map M x N — @ is R’-bilinear. Hence the latter factors through
M ®p/ N, furnishing an inverse to 7. So 7/: Q@ =~ M ®p N. Hence Ker(7) is
equal to K, and 7 is surjective.

Finally, suppose R’ is a quotient of R. Then every 2’ € R’ is the residue of some
x € R. So each (z'm)®n —m ® (z'n) is equal to 0 in M ®g N as 'm = zm and
a'n = xzn. Hence Ker(7) vanishes. Thus 7 is an isomorphism. O

EXERCISE (8.12). — In the setup of (BI), find the unit n; of each adjunction.

SoLuTIiON: Consider the left adjoint F'M := M ®pr R’ of restriction of scalars.
A map 0: FM — P corresponds to the map M — P carrying m to 6(m ® 1g/).
Take P := FM and 0 := 1pp;. Thus nay: M — FM is given by nyym =m ® 1gr.

Consider the right adjoint F'P := Hompg(R', P) of restriction of scalars. A map
w: M — P corresponds to the map M — F'P carrying m to the map v: R’ — P
defined by vz := a(um). Take P := M and p := 1p;. Thus nay: M — F'M is
given by (nym)(z) = xm. O

EXERCISE (8.15). — Let M and N be nonzero k-vector spaces. Prove M @ N # 0.

SOLUTION: Vector spaces are free modules; say M = k9% and N = k®Y. Then
(EI3) yields M @ N = k®(®*¥) as k @ k = k by (&B)(2). Thus M @ N #0. O

EXERCISE (8.16). — Let R be a ring, a and b ideals, and M a module.
(1) Use (BI3) to show that (R/a) @ M = M/aM.
(2) Use (1) to show that (R/a) ® (R/b) = R/(a+b).

SoLuTION: To prove (1), view R/a as the cokernel of the inclusion @ — R. Then
(E13) implies that (R/a)® M is the cokernel of a@ M — R®M. Now, RM = M
and x ® m = xm by (BH)(2). Correspondingly, a ® M — M has aM as image.
The assertion follows. (Caution: a ® M — M needn’t be injective; if it’s not, then
a® M # aM. For example, take R := Z, take a := (2), and take M := Z/(2); then
a® M — M is just multiplication by 2 on Z/(2), and so aM = 0.)

To prove (2), apply (1) with M := R/b. Note a(R/b) = (a+b)/b by (EX). So

R/a®@ R/b=(R/b)/((a+b)/b).
The latter is equal to R/(a + b) by (EZX2). O



Solutions: (8.26) 187

EXERCISE (8.17). — Show Z/(m) ®z Z/(n) = 0 if m and n are relatively prime.
SoLuTION: The hypothesis yields (m) 4+ (n) = Z. Thus (EIH)(2) yields
Z/(m) @z Z/(n) = Z/{(m) + (n)) = 0. =

EXERCISE (8.19). — Let F': ((R-mod)) — ((R-mod)) be a linear functor. Show
that F' always preserves finite direct sums. Show that 6(M): M @ F(R) — F(M)
is surjective if F' preserves surjections and M is finitely generated, and that 8(M)
is an isomorphism if F' preserves cokernels and M is finitely presented.

SOLUTION: The first assertion follows from the characterization of the direct sum
of two modules in terms of maps (EIR), since F' preserves the relations there.

The second assertion follows from the first via the second part of the proof of
Watt’s Theorem (BIR), but with ¥ and A finite. O

EXERCISE (8.24). — Let R be a ring, M a module, X a variable. Let M[X] be
the set of polynomials in X with coefficients in M, that is, expressions of the form
S om; X" with m; € M. Prove M ®p R[X]| = M[X] as R[X]-modules.

SoLuTION: Plainly, M[X] is an R[X]-module. Define b: M x R[X]| — M[X]
by b(m, Y a; X?) := > a;mX". Then b is R-bilinear, so induces an R-linear map
B: M ®g R[X] — M[X]. Plainly, 8 is R[X]-linear. By (B=21), any ¢ € M @ R[X]
can be written as t = Y. m; ® X' for some m; € M. Then gt = > m; X', If
Bt = 0, then m; = 0 for all i, and so t = 0. Given u := Y m; X’ € M[X], set
t:=> m; ® X*. Then 8t = u. Thus J3 is bijective, as desired.

Alternatively, for any R[X]-module P, define an R-linear map

ou,p: Hompx)(M[X], P) — Homg(M,P) by @y poa:=alM.

If oar pac = 0, then a(Y.m;X") = > (am;) X" = 0, because « is R[X]-linear and
alM = 0; thus @ p is injective. Given v: M — P, define a: M[X] — P by
a(dXm; X" =3 v(m;)X". Then « is R[X]-linear, and ¢y pa = . Thus ¢ p is
surjective, so bijective. Thus M — M[X] is a left adjoint of restriction of scalars.
But M — M ®p R[X] is too by (BE). Thus M[X] = M ®g R[X]. O

EXERCISE (8.25). — Let R be aring, (R]),cx a family of algebras. For each finite
subset J of X, let R’; be the tensor product of the R/ for o € J. Prove that the
assignment J — R’; extends to a filtered direct system and that hﬂRfJ exists and
is the coproduct of the family (R )sex.

SOLUTION: Let A be the set of subsets of 3, partially ordered by inclusion. Then
A is a filtered small category by (). Further, the assignment J — R/, extends
to a functor from A to ((R-alg)) as follows: by induction, (BE222) implies that R/;
is the coproduct of the family (R.),ecs, so that, first, for each o € J, there is a
canonical algebra map ¢,: R, — R/}, and second, given J C K, the ¢, for 0 € K
induce an algebra map ay: R, — Ri. So lim Ry exists in ((R-alg)) by ().

Given a family of algebra maps ¢, : R, — R”, for each .J, there is a compatible
map ¢;: R} — R”, since R/} is the coproduct of the R,. Further, the various ¢
are compatible, so they induce a compatible map ¢: h_n; R'; - R"”. Thus hgl R} is
the coproduct of the R.. O
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EXERCISE (8.26). — Let X be a variable, w a complex cubic root of 1, and /2
the real cube root of 2. Set k := Q(w) and K := k[/2]. Show K = k[X]/(X? —2)
and then K @, KK x K x K.

SoLUTION: Note w is a root of X2 + X + 1, which is irreducible over Q; hence,
[k : Q] = 2. But the three roots of X3 — 2 are V2 and wv/2 and w? /2. Therefore,
X3 —2 has no root in k. So X3 —2 is irreducible over k. Thus k[X]/(X3—2) = K.

Note K[X] = K ®, k[X] as k-algebras by (B=Z3). So (BH)(2) and (BIW) and
(BIm) (1) yield

k[X]/(X? = 2) @ K = k[X]/(X? = 2) @x) (k[X] @) K)
= k[X]/(X? - 2) @px) K[X] = K[X]/(X® —2).
However, X3 — 2 factors in K as follows:
X% —2= (X - V2)(X —wV2) (X - ?V2).
So the Chinese Remainder Theorem, (ICIA), yields
KIX]/(X?-2)=K x K x K,
because K[X]/(X — w'¥/2) =~ K for any i by (ICR). O

9. Flatness

EXERCISE (9.4). — Let R be a ring, R’ an algebra, F' an R-linear functor from
((R-mod)) to ((R'-mod)). Assume F is exact. Prove the following equivalent:

(1) F is faithful.

(2) An R-module M vanishes if FM does.

(3) F(R/m) # 0 for every maximal ideal m of R.

(4) A sequence M’ % M 2 M" is exact it FM' 2% M 225 Py is.

SoLuTION: To prove (1) implies (2), suppose FM = 0. Then 1pp = 0. But
always 1pp = F(1p7). Hence (1) yields 13 = 0. So M = 0. Thus (2) holds.

Conversely, assume (2). Given a: M — N with Fa =0, set I := Im(«). As F' is
exact, (H3) yields FI = Im(F«). Hence FI = 0. So (2) yields I = 0. Thus o = 0.
Thus (1) holds. Thus (1) and (2) are equivalent.

To prove (2) implies (3), take M := R/m.

Conversely, assume (3). Given 0 # m € M, form a: R — M by a(z) := am.
Set a := Ker(a). Let m D a be a maximal ideal. We get a surjection R/a — R/m
and an injection R/a <— M. They induce a surjection F(R/a) — F(R/m) and an
injection F'(R/a) < FM as F is exact. But F(R/m) # 0 by (3). So F(R/a) # 0.
So FM # 0. Thus (2) holds. Thus (1) and (2) and (3) are equivalent.

To prove (1) implies (4), set I := Im(«) and K := Ker(3). Now, F(Ba) =0. So
(1) yields B = 0. Hence I C K. But F is exact; so F(K/I) = FK/FI, and (E3)
yields FI = Im(Fa) and FK = Ker(F). Hence F(K/I) = 0. But (1) implies (2).
So K/I = 0. Thus (4) holds.

Conversely, assume (4). Given a: M — N with Fa = 0, set K := Ker(«). As
F is exact, (B3) yields FFK = Ker(Fo). Hence FK — FM — 0 is exact. So (4)
implies K’ — M — 0 is exact. So @ = 0. Thus (1) holds, as desired. O

EXERCISE (9.8). — Show that a ring of polynomials P is faithfully flat.
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SOLUTION: The monomials form a free basis, so P is faithfully flat by (8=1). O

EXERCISE (9.10). — Let R be a ring, M and N flat modules. Show that M @ N
is flat. What if “flat” is replaced everywhere by “faithfully flat”?

SOLUTION: Associativity (BdM) yields (M @ N) ® ¢ = M ® (N ® o); in other
words, (M @ N)@ e = (M ®e)o (N ®e). So (M ® N)® e is the composition of
two exact functors. Hence it is exact. Thus M ® N is flat.

Similarly if M and N are faithfully flat, then M ® N ® e is faithful and exact.
So M ® N is faithfully flat. O

EXERCISE (9.11). — Let R be a ring, M a flat module, R’ an algebra. Show that
M ®pg R’ is flat over R’. What if “flat” is replaced everywhere by “faithfully flat”?

SoruTION: Cancellation (BI) yields (M @ g R') @ rr ¢ = M @pe. But M @p e
is exact, as M is flat over R. Thus M ®g R’ is flat over R'.

Similarly, if M is faithfully flat over R, then M Qg e is faithful too. Thus M ®g R’
is faithfully flat over R’. O

EXERCISE (9.12). — Let R be aring, R’ a flat algebra, M a flat R’-module. Show
that M is flat over R. What if “flat” is replaced everywhere by “faithfully flat”?

SOLUTION: Cancellation (BI) yields M @z e = M Q@r (R’ Qo). But R' Qg e
and M ®p/ e are exact; so their composition M ® g e is too. Thus M is flat over R.
Similarly, as the composition of two faithful functors is, plainly, faithful, the
assertion remains true if “flat” is replaced everywhere by “faithfully flat.” ([l

EXERCISE (9.13). — Let R be aring, R’ an algebra, R” an R’-algebra, and M an
R"-module. Assume that M is flat over R and faithfully flat over R’. Prove that
R’ is flat over R.

SoLUTION: Let N’ — N be an injective map of R-modules. Then the map
N' ®@r M — N ®pg M is injective as M is flat over R. But by Cancellation (BII),
that map is equal to this one:

(N'@r R')9r M — (N ®r R') @ M.

And M is faithfully flat over R’. Hence the map N’ @ g R’ — N ®pr R’ is injective
by (EA). Thus R’ is flat over R. O

EXERCISE (9.14). — Let R be aring, a an ideal. Assume R/a is flat. Show a = a?.

SOLUTION: Since R/a is flat, tensoring it with the inclusion a — R yields an
injection a ®g (R/a) = R ®pg (R/a). But the image vanishes: a @ 7 =1 ® ar = 0.
Further, a @ (R/a) = a/a® by (BIH). Hence a/a®? = 0. Thus a = a°. O

EXERCISE (9.15). — Let R be a ring, R’ a flat algebra. Prove equivalent:

(1) R’ is faithfully flat over R.

or every R-module M, the map M — M ®g am = m®1 is injective.
(2) F y R-module M, th M % M®gR' by 1 is injecti
(3) Every ideal a of R is the contraction of its extension, or a = ¢~ (aR’).
(4) Every prime p of R is the contraction of some prime q of R/, or p = ¢~ 1q .
(5) Every maximal ideal m of R extends to a proper ideal, or mR’ # R’.
(6) Every nonzero R-module M extends to a nonzero module, or M ® g R’ # 0.
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SoLUTION: Assume (1). In (2), set K := Kera. Then the canonical sequence

0—K®R —-MoR 5 MoR oR

is exact. But a ® 1 has a retraction, namely m®@zx @y — m®@zy. So a® 1 is
injective. Hence K ®p R’ = 0. So (1) implies K = 0 by (&4). Thus (2) holds.

Assume (2). Then R/a — (R/a) ® R’ is injective. But (R/a) ® R' = R'/aR’ by
(BI8)(1). So ¢~ !(aR’') = a. Thus (3) holds.

Assume (3). Then (BI3)(2) yields (4).

Assume (4). Then every maximal ideal m of R is the contraction of some prime
q of R'. So mR’ C q. Thus (5) holds.

Assume (5). Consider (6). Take a nonzero m € M, and set M’ := Rm. As R’ is
flat, the inclusion M’ < M yields an injection M’ @ R’ — M @ R'.

Note M’ = R/a for some a by (E). So M’ ®r R’ = R'/aR’ by (BIH)(1).
Take a maximal ideal m D a. Then aR’ C mR'. But mR’ & R’ by (5). Hence
R'/aR' #0. So M' ®g R’ # 0. Hence M ® R’ # 0. Thus (6) holds.

Finally, (6) and (1) are equivalent by (E2). O

EXERCISE (9.17). — Let Rbe aring, 0 — M’ % M — M" — 0 an exact sequence
with M flat. Assume N ® M’ 2% N @ M is injective for all N. Prove M" is flat.

SOLUTION: Let f: N — P be an injection. It yields the following commutative
diagram with exact rows by hypothesis and by (BI3):

0 — NOM — NOM - NQM' —0
5®M'l B®Ml lﬁ@M”
0 —PIM —— POM — PM" — 0

l |

0 —-P/NeM — PIN®M

Since M is flat, Ker(8 ® M) = 0. So the Snake Lemma (BZI3) applied to the top
two rows yields Ker(8 ® M") = 0. Thus M" is flat. O

EXERCISE (9.18). — Prove that an R-algebra R’ is faithfully flat if and only if the
structure map ¢: R — R’ is injective and the quotient R’/pR is flat over R.

SOLUTION: Assume R’ is faithfully flat. Then for every R-module M, the map
M % M ®g R’ is injective by (BI3). Taking M := R shows ¢ is injective. And,
since R’ is flat, R'/¢(R) is flat by (&I2).

Conversely, assume ¢ is injective and R'/p(R) is flat. Then M — M Qg R’ is
injective for every module M by (EI8)(1), and R’ is flat by (BI8)(2). Thus R’ is
faithfully flat by (EIH) O

EXERCISE (9.21). — Let R be a ring, R’ an algebra, M and N modules. Show
that there is a canonical map
o: Homgr(M, N)®gr R' — Homgr (M @ R', N ®r R').
Assume R’ is flat over R. Show that if M is finitely generated, then o is injective,

and that if M is finitely presented, then o is an isomorphism.

SOLUTION: Simply put R’ := R and P := R’ in (820), put P := N ®g R’ in
the second equation in (BIW), and combine the two results. (]
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EXERCISE (9.25) (Equational Criterion for Flatness). — Prove that Condition
(E=27)(4) can be reformulated as follows: Given any relation ) . x;y; = 0 with
z; € R and y; € M, there are x;; € R and y; € M such that

> wijy; =y for all i and -, @52 = 0 for all j. (9.25.1)

SOLUTION: Assume (8=24)(4) holds. Let ey, ..., e, be the standard basis of R™.
Given a relation > |" z;y; = 0, define a: R™ — M by a(e;) := y; for each i. Set
k:=>z;e;. Then a(k) = 0. So (E=ZA)(4) yields a factorization a: ™% R™ LN,
with (k) = 0. Let e},..., e, be the standard basis of R", and set y; := B(e};) for
each j. Let (x;;) be the n x m matrix of ¢; that is, ¢(e;) = > xjej. Then
Yi = >_xjiy;. Now, (k) = 0; hence, >, ; xj;x;e; = 0. Thus (£25) holds.

Conversely, given a: R™ — M and k € Ker(a), write k = > x;e;. Assume
(E=257T). Let o2 R™ — R™ be the map with matrix (z;5); that is, p(e;) = > zj€].
Then ¢(k) = > w;x e = 0. Define f: R™ — M by B(e}) := yj. Then Sp(e;) = yi;
hence, S = a. Thus (B=24)(4) holds. O

EXERCISE (9.28). — Let R be a ring, M a module. Prove (1) if M is flat, then for
x € R and m € M with xm = 0, necessarily m € Ann(z)M, and (2) the converse
holds if R is a Principal Ideal Ring (PIR); that is, every ideal a is principal.

SoLuTION: For (1), assume M is flat and am = 0. Then (E2T) yields z; € R
and m; € M with ) x;m; =m and zjz =0 for all j. Thus m € Ann(z)M.

Alternatively, 0 — Ann(z) — R £% R is always exact. Tensoring with M gives
0 — Ann(z) ® M — M 22 M, which is exact as M is flat. So Im(Ann(z) ® M) is
Ker(py). But always Im(Ann(z) ® M) is Ann(x)M. Thus (1) holds.

For (2), it suffices, by (EC2H), to show a: a ® M — aM is injective. Since R is a
PIR, a = (z) for some z € R. So, given z € a ® M, there are y; € R and m; € M
such that z = >, y;x ® m;. Set m := ), y;m;. Then

2=, xQYm; =T ® Y, Yim; =T Qm.
Suppose z € Ker(a). Then zm = 0. Hence m € Ann(x)M by hypothesis. So
m = };zn; for some z; € Ann(x) and n; € M. Hence
z:x@ijjnj :ijjx@)nj =0.
Thus « is injective. Thus (2) holds. O

10. Cayley—Hamilton Theorem

EXERCISE (10.6). — Let R be a nonzero ring, a: R™ — R™ a map of free modules.
Assume « is surjective. Show that m > n.

SOLUTION: Let m be a maximal ideal. Then « induces a R™/mR™ — R"™/mR",
which is surjective. Plainly, that map can be rewritten as (R/m)™ — (R/m)™. But
R/m is a field. Thus m > n. O

EXERCISE (10.7). — Let R be a ring, a an ideal. Assume a is finitely generated
and idempotent (or a = a?). Prove there is a unique idempotent e with (e) = a.
SoLuTION: By (II3A) with a for M, there is e € a such that (1 —e)a = 0. So
for all z € a, we have (1 —e)x =0, or x = ex. Thus a = (e) and e = €.
Finally, e is unique by (B=2H). a
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EXERCISE (10.8). — Let R be a ring, a an ideal. Prove the following conditions
are equivalent:

(1) R/ais projective over R.

(2) R/ais flat over R, and a is finitely generated.
(3) a is finitely generated and idempotent.
(4) a is generated by an idempotent.
(5) ais a direct summand of R.

SOLUTION: Suppose (1) holds. Then R/a is flat by (820). Further, the sequence
0 —a— R— R/a— 0 splits by (B223). So (B) yields a surjection p: R — a.
Hence a is principal. Thus (2) holds.

If (2) holds, then (3) holds by (B£14). If (3) holds, then (4) holds by (IIA). If
(4) holds, then (5) holds by (CI3). If (5) holds, then R ~ a @ R/a, and so (1)
holds by (B=Z3). O

EXERCISE (10.9). — Prove the following conditions on a ring R are equivalent:
(1) R is absolutely flat; that is, every module is flat.
(2) Every finitely generated ideal is a direct summand of R.
(3) Every finitely generated ideal is idempotent.
(4) Every principal ideal is idempotent.

SOLUTION: Assume (1). Let a be a finitely generated ideal. Then R/a is flat by
hypotheses. So a is a direct summand of R by (OLX). Thus (2) holds.

Conditions (2) and (3) are equivalent by (IOLH).

Trivially, if (3) holds, then (4) does. Conversely, assume (4). Given a finitely
generated ideal a, say a = (21, ...,z,). Then each (x;) is idempotent by hypothesis.
So (z;) = (fi) for some idempotent f; by (ICTd)(2). Then a = (fi,..., fn). Hence
a is idempotent by (ICI@)(4), (1). Thus (3) holds.

Assume (2). Let M be a module, and a a finitely generated ideal. Then a is a
direct summand of R by hypothesis. So R/a is flat by (CH). Hence a® M — aM
by (EI8)(1); cf. the proof of (B1H)(1). So M is flat by (828). Thus (1) holds. O

EXERCISE (10.10). — Let R be a ring.

(1) Assume R is Boolean. Prove R is absolutely flat.

(2) Assume R is absolutely flat. Prove any quotient ring R’ is absolutely flat.
(3) Assume R is absolutely flat. Prove every nonunit x is a zerodivisor.

(4) Assume R is absolutely flat and local. Prove R is a field.

SoLuTION: In (1), as R is Boolean, every element is idempotent. Hence every
principal ideal is idempotent by (ICI@)(1). Thus (™) yields (1).

For (2), let b C R’ be principal, say b = (Z). Let € R lift . Then (x) is
idempotent by (™). Hence b is also idempotent. Thus (IOCH) yields (2).

For (3) and (4), take a nonunit z. Then () is idempotent by (). So z = ax?
for some a. Then z(ax —1) = 0. But z is a nonunit. So az —1 # 0. Thus (3) holds.

Suppose R is local, say with maximal ideal m. Since z is a nonunit, x € m. So
ar €m. Soaxr —1¢m. So ar —11is a unit. But x(axz —1) =0. So x = 0. Thus 0
is the only nonunit. Thus (4) holds. O

EXERCISE (10.14). — Let R be a ring, a an ideal, and o: M — N a map of
modules. Assume that a C rad(R), that N is finitely generated, and that the
induced map @: M/aM — N/aN is surjective. Show that « is surjective.
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SOLUTION: Since @ is surjective, «(M)+aN = N. Since N is finitely generated,
so is N/a(N). Hence o(M) = N by (IIIA)(1). Thus « is surjective. O

EXERCISE (10.15). — Let R be a ring, m C rad(R) an ideal. Let o,8: M = N
be two maps of finitely generated modules. Assume that « is an isomorphism and
that S(M) C mN. Set v := a + 8. Show that v is an isomorphism.

SOLUTION: As « is surjective, given n € N, there is m € M with a(m) = n. So
n = a(m) + B(m) — B(m) € (M) + mN.

But M/N is finitely generated as M is. Hence y(M) = N by (III3)(1). So a v is
surjective, and therefore an isomorphism by (). Thus « is an isomorphism. O

EXERCISE (10.16). — Let A be a local ring, m the maximal ideal, M a finitely
generated A-module, and my,...,m, € M. Set k := A/m and M’ := M/mM, and
write m/) for the image of m; in M’. Prove that m},...,m), € M’ form a basis
of the k-vector space M’ if and only if mq,...,m, form a minimal generating
set of M (that is, no proper subset generates M), and prove that every minimal
generating set of M has the same number of elements.

SoLuTION: By (ITA), reduction mod m gives a bijective correspondence be-
tween generating sets of M as an A-module, and generating sets of M’ as an
A-module, or equivalently by (EH), as an k-vector space. This correspondence
preserves inclusion. Hence, a minimal generating set of M corresponds to a min-
imal generating set of M’ that is, to a basis. But any two bases have the same
number of elements. O

EXERCISE (10.17). — Let A be a local ring, k its residue field, M and N finitely
generated modules. (1) Show that M = 0 if and only if M ® 4 k = 0. (2) Show
that M @4 N #0if M #0 and N # 0.

SOLUTION: Let m be the maximal ideal. Then M ® k = M/mM by (BIH)(1).
So (1) is nothing but a form of Nakayama’s Lemma (ITZI).

In(2), Mk#0and N@k #0by (1). So (M ®k)® (N ®k)#0 by (B118)
and (BH). But (M ®k)® (N®k) = (M ® N) ® (k ® k) by the associative and
commutative laws, (B10) and (BH). Finally, k ® k = k& by (BI8)(1). O

EXERCISE (10.19). — Let A — B be a local homomorphism, M a finitely gener-
ated B-module. Prove that M is faithfully flat over A if and only if M is flat over
A and nonzero. Conclude that, if B is flat over A, then B is faithfully flat over A.

SOLUTION: Plainly, to prove the first assertion, it suffices to show that M ® 4 e is
faithful if and only if M # 0. Now, if M ® 4 e is faithful, then M ® N # 0 whenever
N #0 by (434). But M ® A = M by the Unitary Law, and A # 0. Thus M # 0.

Conversely, suppose M # 0. Denote the maximal ideals of A and B by m and n.
Then nM # M by Nakayama’s Lemma (IOIIIH). But mB C nas A — B is a local
homomorphism. So M/mM # 0. But M/mM = M ® (A/m) by (BIH)(1). Thus
(EA) implies M ® 4 o is faithful. Finally, the second assertion is the special case
with M := B. O

EXERCISE (10.22). — Let G be a finite group of automorphisms of a ring R.
Form the subring R® of invariants. Show that every = € R is integral over R®, in
fact, over the subring R’ generated by the elementary symmetric functions in the
conjugates gx for g € G.
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SOLUTION: Given an z € R, form F(X) =[] c5(X —gz). Then the coefficients
of F(X) are the elementary symmetric functions in the conjugates gz for g € G;
hence, they are invariant under the action of G. So F(x) = 0 is a relation of integral
dependence for  over R®, in fact, over its subring R’. ([

EXERCISE (10.24). — Let k be a field, P := k[X] the polynomial ring in one
variable, f € P. Set R := k[X?] C P. Using the free basis 1, X of P over R, find
an explicit equation of integral dependence of degree 2 on R for f.

SoLuTiON: Write f = f. + f,, where f. and f, are the polynomials formed by
the terms of f of even and odd degrees. Say f, = gX. Then the matrix of uy is
(f; giz). Its characteristic polynomial is 7% — 2f.T + f2 — f2. So the Cayley—
Hamilton Theorem () yields f2 — 2f.f + f2 — f2 = 0. O

EXERCISE (10.29). — Let Ry, ..., R, be R-algebras that are integral over R. Show
that their product [ R; is a integral over R.

SoLuTION: Let y = (y1,...,yn) € [[;; Ri. Since R;/R is integral, R[y;] is a
module-finite R-subalgebra of R; by (III2R). Hence []!"_; R[y;] is a module-finite
R-subalgebra of []" ; R; by (EIH) and induction on n. Now, y € []", Rly].
Therefore, y is integral over R by (II2R). Thus [];_, R; is integral over R. O

EXERCISE (10.31). — For 1 < i <r, let R; be a ring, R, an extension of R;, and
x; € R}. Set R:=[][ Ry, set R’ :=][ R, and set  := (x1,...,z,). Prove

(1) « is integral over R if and only if x; is integral over R; for each i;

(2) R is integrally closed in R’ if and only if each R; is integrally closed in R}.

SOLUTION: Assume z is integral over R. Say 2" + a;2" ' 4+ --- 4+ a, = 0 with
aj € R. Say a; =: (aij,...,ar;). Fix i. Then z? 4+ a;12" ' + - 4+ a;, = 0. So z;
is integral over R;.

Conversely, assume each x; is integral over R;. Say ;" +a;1 m?"’A 4+ Fa,, =0.

Set n := maxn;, set a;; := 0 for j > n;, and set a; := (a1,...,ar;) € R for each j.
Then 2™ + ay2™~* + -+ + a,, = 0. Thus x is integral over R. Thus (1) holds.
Assertion (2) is an immediate consequence of (1). O

EXERCISE (10.35). — Let k be a field, X and Y variables. Set
R:=k[X,Y]/(Y? - X? - X?),

and let z,y € R be the residues of X, Y. Prove that R is a domain, but not a field.
Set t := y/x € Frac(R). Prove that k[t] is the integral closure of R in Frac(R).

SoLUTION: As k[X,Y]isa UFD and Y?—X?— X? is irreducible, (Y2 — X2 — X?)
is prime by (EZ8); however, it is not maximal by (E229). Hence R is a domain
by (23), but not a field by (ZI2).

Note y? — 22 — 23 = 0. Hence z =t — 1 and y = t3 — t. So k[t] D k[z,y] = R.
Further, ¢ is integral over R; so k[t] is integral over R by (2)=-(1) of (IIIZR).

Finally, k[t] has Frac(R) as fraction field. Further, Frac(R) # R, so x and y
cannot be algebraic over k; hence, ¢ must be transcendental. So k[t] is normal by
(m=3a) (1). Thus k[t] is the integral closure of R in Frac(R). O

11. Localization of Rings
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EXERCISE (11.2). — Let R be a ring, S a multiplicative subset. Prove S™'R =0
if and only if S contains a nilpotent element.

SoLuTION: By (), S™'R = 0 if and only if 1/1 = 0/1. But by construction,
1/1 =0/1if and only if 0 € S. Finally, since S is multiplicative, 0 € S if and only
if S contains a nilpotent element. ([

EXERCISE (11.4). — Find all intermediate rings Z C R C Q, and describe each R
as a localization of Z. As a starter, prove Z[2/3] = S™1Z where S = {3¢ | i > 0}.

SoruTION: Clearly Z[2/3] C Z[1/3] as 2/3 = 2-(1/3). But the opposite inclusion
holds as 1/3 =1 — (2/3). Clearly S™'Z = Z[1/3].

Let P C Z be the set of all prime numbers that appear as factors of the de-
nominators of elements of R in lowest terms; recall that x = r/s € Q is in lowest
terms if r and s have no common prime divisor. Let S be the multiplicative subset
generated by P, that is, the smallest multiplicative subset containing P. Clearly,
S is equal to the set of all products of elements of P.

First note that, if p € P, then 1/p € R. Indeed, take an element x = r/ps € R in
lowest terms. Then sz = r/p € R. Also the Euclidean algorithm yields m, n € Z
such that mp +nr = 1. Then 1/p = m + nsx € R, as desired. Hence S™'Z C R.

But the opposite inclusion holds because, by the very definition of S, every element
of R is of the form r/s for some s € S. Thus S™'Z = R. O

EXERCISE (11.7). — Let R’ and R” be rings. Consider R := R’ x R” and set
S:={(1,1), (1,0) }. Prove R’ = S~'R.

SOLUTION: Let’s show that the projection map m: R’ x R” — R’ has the UMP
of (ITX). First, note that 7S = {1} C R'*. Let ¢: R' x R” — B be a ring map
such that ¥(1,0) € B*. Then in B,

$(1,0) - $(0,2) = ¥((1,0) - (0,)) = $(0,0) = 0 in B.

Hence ¥(0,z) = 0 for all x € R”. So v factors uniquely through = by (ICB). O
EXERCISE (11.8). — Take R and S as in (ITZ@). On R x S, impose this relation:
(x,8) ~ (y,t) if axt=ys.

Prove that it is not an equivalence relation.
SOLUTION: Observe that, for any z € R”, we have
((172)7 (17 1)) ~ ((1,0)7 (170))'
However, if z #£ 0, then

((1,2), (1,1)) £ ((1,0), (1,1)).

Thus although ~ is reflexive and symmetric, it is not transitive if R” # 0. O

EXERCISE (11.9). — Let R be a ring, S C T a multiplicative subsets, S and T
their saturations; see (B2I). Set U := (S~'R)*. Show the following:

(1) U={z/s|z € Sandsc S} (2) ¢5'U = 5.
(3) ST'R=T"'Rifandonlyif S=7. (4) § R=S"'R.
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SoLuTION: In (1), given # € S and s € S, take y € R such that zy € S. Then
x/s-sy/ry = 1in S~'R. Thus z/s € U. Conversely, say z/s-y/t = 1in SR
with z,y € R and s,t € S. Then there’s u € S with xyu = stu in R. But stu € S.
Thus z € S. Thus (1) holds.

For (1), set V := ¢g'T. Then V is saturated multiplicative by (BIF). Further,
V > S by (IIm). Thus (1)(c) of (BX@) yields V O S. Conversely, take z € V.
Then z/1 € T. So (1) yields /1 = y/s with y € S and s € S. So there’s t € S with
rst =yt in R. But S O S by (1)(a) of (B2I@), and S is multiplicative by (1)(b) of
(BID); so yt € S. But S is saturated again by (1)(b). Thus # € S. Thus V = S.

In (3),if ST'R = TR, then (2) implies S = T. Conversely, if S =T, then (4)
implies S"'R=T"'R.

As to (4), note that, in any ring, a product is a unit if and only if each factor is.
So a ring map ¢: R — R’ carries S into R’ if and only if ¢ carries S into R'™.

Thus S R and S~!R are characterized by equivalent UMPs. Thus (4) holds. O

EXERCISE (11.10). — Let R be aring, S C T C U and W multiplicative subsets.
(1) Show there’s a unique R-algebra map ¢5: SR — T71R and oL ¢f = o5
(2) Given a map ¢: S'R— W~IR, show S C S CW and ¢ = @SW.

(3) Let A be a set, Sy C S a multiplicative subset for all A € A. Assume

US) = S. Assume given A, 1 € A, there is v such that Sy, S, C S,. Order A by

inclusion: A < p if Sy C S,,. Using (1), show hﬂS;lR =S~ 'R.

SoLuTION: For (1), note ¢S C ¢rT C (T'R)*. So (IIH) yields a unique
R-algebra map ¢%: SR — T—'R. By uniqueness, ¢ ¢35 = ¢f. Thus (1) holds.

For (2), note p(S™'R)* C (W'R)*. So pg'(STIR)* C ¢p/ (W'R)*. But
s (STIR)* = S and ¢y} (W™IR)* = W by (IT3). Also S C S by (BT7)(a).
Thus (2) holds.

For (3), notice A is directed. Given A < p, set a;, := ng Then ooy = ap if
A < p <wv. Thus th/\_lR exists as a filtered direct limit of R-algebras by ().

Given A, set By := gog*. Then ,Buozf; = fx. So the By induce an R-algebra map
B: hﬂS;lR — S7IR with By = Bay where o is the insertion of S;lR.

Take = € Ker(3). There are A and /sy € Sy 'R such that ay(zy/sy) = = by
(ZB)(1). Then Bx(xa/sx) = 0. So there is s € S with szy = 0. But s € S, for
some 1 > A. Hence af;(xA/sA) =0. Sozx = a#aﬁ(m\/&\) = 0. Thus g is injective.

As to surjectivity, take 2/s € ST'R. Then s € Sy for some A, so z/s € Sy 'R.
Hence Sx(z/s) = x/s. Thus f is surjective, so an isomorphism. Thus (3) holds. O

EXERCISE (11.11). — Let R be a ring, Sy the set of nonzerodivisors.
(1) Show S is the largest multiplicative subset S with ¢g: R — S™!R injective.
(2) Show every element z/s of Sy 'R is either a zerodivisor or a unit.
(3) Suppose every element of R is either a zerodivisor or a unit. Show R = Sj 'R.

SorLuTION: For (1), let s € S and # € R with sz = 0. Then pg(sz) = 0. So
vs(s)ps(z) = 0. But pg(s) is a unit. So pg(x) = 0. But ¢g is injective. So z = 0.
Thus S C Sp; that is, (1) holds.

For (2), take x/s € Sy ' R, and suppose it is a nonzerodivisor. Then /1 is also a
nonzerodivisor. Hence x € Sy, for if xy = 0, then 2/1-y/1 = 0, so ¢g,(y) = y/1 =0,
so y =0 as g, is injective. Therefore, /s is a unit. Thus (2) holds.

In (3), by hypothesis, Sy € R*. So R = Sy ' R by (IB); that is, (3) holds. O
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EXERCISE (11.17). — Let R be a ring, S a multiplicative subset, a and b ideals.
Show (1) if a C b, then a® C b%; (2) (a®)¥=a%; and (3) (a6%)% = (ab)®.

SoLUTION: For (1), take x € a®. Then there is s € S with sz € a. If a C b, then
st € b, and so x € b%. Thus (1) holds.

To show (2), proceed by double inclusion. First, note a® D a by (IITI8)(2). So
(%)% > a¥ again by (IIA)(2). Conversely, given = € (a°)“, there is s € S with
sr € a®. So there is t € S with tsz € a. But ts € S. So z € a®. Thus (2) holds.

To show (3), proceed by double inclusion. First, note a C a® and b C b* by
(TTm)(2). So ab C abS. Thus (1) yields (ab)® C (a”6)%.

Conversely, given z € a®b®, say = := 3 ;2 with y; € a® and z; € bS. Then
there are s;,t; € S such that s;y; € a and t;z; € b. Set u := [[s;t;. Thenu € S
and uz € ab. So x € (ab)®. Thus a6 C (ab)®. So (a°b%)° C ((ab)®)® by (1).
But ((ab)®)® = (ab)® by (2). Thus (3) holds. O

EXERCISE (11.18). — Let R be a ring, S a multiplicative subset. Prove that
nil(R)(S™'R) = nil(S'R).

SOLUTION: Proceed by double inclusion. Given an element of nil(R)(S™!R), put
it in the form z/s with z € nil(R) and s € S using (ITIA)(1). Then 2™ = 0 for
some n > 1. So (x/s)" = 0. So x/s € nil(S~'R). Thus nil(R)(S™'R) C nil(S7'R).

Conversely, take x/s € nil(S™'R). Then (x/s)™ = 0 with m > 1. So there’st € S
with tz™ = 0 by (ITIA)(1). Then (tx)™ = 0. So tz € nil(R). But tx/ts = z/s.
So z/s € nil(R)(S™'R) by (ITX&)(1). Thus nil(R)(S~'R) D nil(S~R). O
EXERCISE (11.24). — Let R’/R be an integral extension of rings, and S a multi-
plicative subset of R. Show that S~'R’ is integral over S™'R.

SoLuTION: Given z/s € ST'R/| let 2" +a, 12" ' +---+ag = 0 be an equation
of integral dependence of z on R. Then

(@/5)" + (an-1/1)(1/s)(x/$)" "' + - +ao(1/s)" = 0
is an equation of integral dependence of /s on S~ R, as required. (]

EXERCISE (11.25). — Let R be a domain, K its fraction field, L a finite extension
field, and R the integral closure of R in L. Show that L is the fraction field of R.
Show that, in fact, every element of L can be expressed as a fraction b/a where b
isin R and a is in R.
SOLUTION: Let x € L. Then z is algebraic (integral) over K, say
a" f ey, =0
with y; € K. Write y; = a;/a with a1, ...,a,,a € R. Then
(ax)™ +ai(az)" "t 4+ a"tag = 0.

Set b:=ax. Then b€ R and = = b/a. O
EXERCISE (11.26). — Let R C R’ be domains, K and L their fraction fields.

Assume that R’ is a finitely generated R-algebra, and that L is a finite dimensional
K-vector space. Find an f € R such that R} is module finite over R;.

SoLuTION: Let 1,...,x, generate R’ over R. Using (II=21), write x; = b;/a;
with b; integral over R and a; in R. Set f := [[a;. The x; generate R} as an
R¢-algebra; so the b; do too. Thus R} is module finite over Ry by (IIZ2R). O
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EXERCISE (11.29). — Let R be a ring, S and T multiplicative subsets.
(1) Set T" := ¢g(T') and assume S C T. Prove
T'R=T"YS'R)=T"'S'R).
(2) Set U:={ste R|se S andteT} Prove
T-YS™'R) =S Y (T7'R)=U"'R.

SOLUTION: A proof similar to that of (IT=2A) shows TR = T'~!(S~1R). By
(r=23), 7" *(S7'R) = T-1(S7!'R). Thus (1) holds.

As 1 € T, obviously S € U. So (1) yields U"'R = U7}(S7'R). Now, clearly
U=YS™IR) = TY(S7'R). Similarly, U"*RS~1(T~'R). Thus (2) holds. O

EXERCISE (11.32) (Localization and normalization commaute). — Given a domain
R and a multiplicative subset S with 0 ¢ S. Show that the localization of the
normalization S~'R is equal to the normalization of the localization S—1R.

SoLUTION: Since 0 ¢ S, clearly Frac(S™!R) = Frac(R) owing to (IT3). Now,
S~1R is integral over S™!R by (=2A). Thus S™'R C S—1R.
Conversely, given x € S—1R, consider an equation of integral dependence:

a4+ apz” !+ a, =0.
Say a; = b;/s; with b; € R and s; € S; set s := [ s;. Multiplying by s™ yields
(s2)" + say(sz)" "t 4 + s"a, = 0.
Hence sz € R. So z € S™'R. Thus S~'R D S—IR, as desired. O

12. Localization of Modules

EXERCISE (12.4). — Let R be a ring, S a multiplicative subset, and M a module.
Show that M = S~!M if and only if M is an S~! R-module.

SoLuTiON: If M = S~!'M, then M is an S~! R-module since S~ M is by (I2=3).
Conversely, if M is an S~'R-module, then M equipped with the identity map has
the UMP that characterizes S~'M; whence, M = S~'M. O

EXERCISE (12.5). — Let R be a ring, S C T multiplicative subsets, M a module.
Set T} := ¢s(T) C S~'R. Show T-'M =T~ (S~'M) = T, (S~ M).

SOLUTION: Let’s check that both T=*(S~*M) and T, '(S~!M) have the UMP
characterizing T~'M. Let 1: M — N be an R-linear map into an 7' R-module.
Then the multiplication map ps: N — N is bijective for all s € T by (),
so for all s € S since S C T. Hence 1 factors via a unique S~!R-linear map
p: STM — N by (IZ3) and by ([Z) again.

Similarly, p factors through a unique T~!R-linear map p': T-1(S~1M) — N.
Hence ¥ = p'orpg, and p’ is clearly unique, as required. Also, p factors through
a unique 77 ' (S~ R)-linear map p}: T, '(S™'M) — N. Hence v = p o1, s, and
P} is clearly unique, as required. (I
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EXERCISE (12.6). — Let R be a ring, S a multiplicative subset. Show that S
becomes a filtered category when equipped as follows: given s,t € S, set

Hom(s,t) := {x € R | xs = t}.

Given a module M, define a functor S — ((R-mod)) as follows: for s € S, set
M, := M; to each € Hom(s, t), associate pi,: My — M;. Define 8s: My — S~ M
by Bs(m) := m/s. Show the fs induce an isomorphism ligMS =y STIM.

SOLUTION: Clearly, S is a category. Now, given s,t € S, set u := st. Then
u € S; also t € Hom(s,u) and s € Hom(¢,u). Given z,y € Hom(s,t), we have
xs =t and ys =t. So s € Hom(t,u) and zs = ys in Hom(s, u). Thus S is filtered.

Further, given « € Hom(s,t), we have By, = B since m/s = xm/t as xs = t.
So the s induce a homomorphism 5 @MS — S7'M. Now, every element of
S™LM is of the form m/s, and m/s =: Bs(m); hence, 3 is surjective.

Each m € lim M, lifts to an m’ € M, for some s € S by (CR)(1). Assume
Bm = 0. Then Bsm’ = 0 as the S5 induce 8. But Ssm’ = m//s. So there ist € S
with tm’ = 0. So uym’ =0 in Mg, and uym’ — m. So m = 0. Thus S is injective,
so an isomorphism. (I

EXERCISE (12.7). — Let R be a ring, S a multiplicative subset, M a module.
Prove S™1M = 0 if Ann(M)N S # . Prove the converse if M is finitely generated.

SoLuTION: Say f € Ann(M)NS. Let m/t € S™'M. Then f/1-m/t = fm/t = 0.
Hence m/t = 0. Thus S~'M = 0.

Conversely, assume S™'M = 0, and say my,...m, generate M. Then for each
i, there is f; € S with fym; = 0. Then [] f; € Ann(M) NS, as desired. a

EXERCISE (12.8). — Let R be a ring, M a finitely generated module, a an ideal.
(1) Set S :=1+ a. Show that S~!'a lies in the radical of S~ R.
(2) Use (1), Nakayama’s Lemma (IOIIW), and (C2), but not the determinant
trick (IOI2), to prove this part of (IA): if M = aM, then sM =0 for an s € S.

SoruTION: For (1), use (B22) as follows. Take a/(1+b) € S™'a with a,b € a.
Then for x € R and ¢ € a, we have

1+ (a/(1+b)(z/(14¢) = (1+ (b+c+bc+az))/(1+b)(1+c).

The latter is a unit in S™'R, as b+ ¢+ bc+ax € a. So a/(1 +b) € rad(S™'R) by
(832). Thus (1) holds.

For (2), assume M = aM. Then S™'M = S~1aS~1M by (I2Z2). So S™'M =0
by (1) and (XIW). So (CZ) yields an s € S with sM = 0. Thus (2) holds. O

EXERCISE (12.12). — Let R be a ring, S a multiplicative subset, P a projective
module. Then S~!P is a projective S~!'R-module.

SoLuTION: By (B=Z3), there is a module K such that F := K @ P is free.
So (CZTM) yields that S™'F = S™!P @ S~'K and that S~!F is free over S™'R.
Hence S~!P is a projective S~! R-module again by (B=23). O

EXERCISE (12.14). — Let R be a ring, S a multiplicative subset, M and N mod-
ules. Show S~Y(M®@rN) =S 'M®@rN =S 1M®¢1gSIN=S"MxrS IN.
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SoLuTION: By (CXI3), S~ '{(M ®r N) = ST'R®r (M @ N). The latter is
equal to (ST!R®g M) ®g N by associativity (BI). Again by (I2ZI3), the latter
is equal to S™'M ®p N. Thus the first equality holds.

By cancellation (BIX), S~'M ®zr N = S™'M ®g-15 (ST'R ®p N), and the
latter is equal to S™'M ®g-1z S™'N by (CZIA). Thus the second equality holds.

Finally by (B4), the kernel of the map S™!M ®r S™IN — S !M ®g- 15 S~IN
is generated by elements (xm/s) ® (n/1) — (m/1) ® (xn/s) with m € M, n € N,
x € R, and s € S. Those elements are zero because u is an isomorphism on the
S~ R-module S™'M ®p S~!N. Thus the third equality holds. O

EXERCISE (12.15). — Let R be a ring, R’ an algebra, S a multiplicative subset,
M a finitely presented module, and r an integer. Show

F.(M ®r R')=F,(M)R' and F.(S™'M)=F.(M)S™'R=S"'F.(M).
SOLUTION: Let R™ % R™ — M — 0 be a presentation. Then, by (EI3),
(R 224 (Y™ 5> M@ R — 0
is a presentation. Further, the matrix A of « induces the matrix of @ ® 1. Thus
F.(M®rR)= I, (A)R = F.(M)R'.

For the last equalities, take R’ := S™'R. Then F,.(S™'M) = F.(M)S™'R by
(TZT3). Finally, F,.(M)S~'R = S~'F,(M) by (TZ2). O

EXERCISE (12.18). — Let R be a ring, S a multiplicative subset.
(1) Let M, 2y M, be a map of modules, which restricts to a map N; — Ny of
submodules. Show a(N{) C N5'; that is, there is an induced map Ny — NJ.

(2) Let 0 — M, 2 M, ﬁ) M3 be a left exact sequence, which restricts to a left
exact sequence 0 — N; — Ny — N3 of submodules. Show there is an induced left
exact sequence of saturations: 0 — N — Ny — N3

SoLuTioN: For (1), take m € Ni. Then there is s € S with sm € N;. So
a(sm) € Na. But a(sm) = sa(m). Thus (1) holds.

In (2), a(Ny) € N5 and B(N5) C Ny by (1). Trivially, «|N{ is injective, and
BalNy = 0. Finally, given my € Ker(B|N5), there is s € S with smy € Na, and
exactness yields my € M; with a(my) = mg. Then S(smg) = sB(mg) = 0. So
exactness yields ny € Ny with a(ny) = sma. Also a(smy) = sa(mi) = sma. But «
is injective. Hence sm; = ny. So my € Ni, and a(m;) = ma. Thus (2) holds. O

EXERCISE (12.19). — Let R be aring, M a module, and S a multiplicative subset.
Set TS M := (0)°. We call it the S-torsion submodule of M. Prove the following:
(1) TS(M/TSM) = 0. (2) TS M = Ker(gs).
(3) Let a: M — N be a map. Then o(T°M) C T*N.
(4) Let 0 — M’ — M — M" be exact. Thensois 0 — TSM’ — TSM — TS M".
(5) Let S; C S be a multiplicative subset. Then T%(S;7*M) = S;H(TSM).

SoLuTioN: For (1), given an element of T%(M/TS(M)), let m € M represent
it. Then there is s € S with sm € T%(M). So there is t € S with tsm = 0. So
m € TS(M). Thus (1) holds. Assertion (2) holds by (I2T2)(3).

Assertions (3) and (4) follow from (CZIR)(1) and (2).

For (5), given m/s; € Sy T(M) with s; € S; and m € T(M), take s € S with
sm = 0. Then sm/s; = 0. Som/s; € T3(S;*M). Thus S; 75 (M) C TS (S;*M).
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For the opposite inclusion, given m/s; € T%(S;*M) with m € M and s; € S,
take t/t; with ¢t € S and ¢; € Sy and ¢/t; - m/s; = 0. Then tm/1 = 0. So there
is s’ € S; with stm = 0 by (I2ZT2)(3). But st € S as S; € S. So m € TS(M).
Thus m/s; € S;T5(M). Thus (5) holds. O

EXERCISE (12.28). — Set R :=Z and S = Z — (0). Set M := €p,,5,Z/(n) and
N := M. Show that the map o of (C2Z2H) is not injective.

SOLUTION: Given m > 0, let e, be the nth standard basis element for some
n > m. Then m -e, # 0. Hence ur: R — Hompg(M, M) is injective. But
S~IM =0, as any x € M has only finitely many nonzero components; so kz = 0 for
some nonzero integer k. So Hom(S~'M, S~'M) = 0. Thus o is not injective. O

13. Support

EXERCISE (13.2). — Let R be aring, p € Spec(R). Show that p is a closed point —
that is, {p} is a closed set —if and only if p is a maximal ideal.

SoLuTION: If p is maximal, then V(p) = {p}; so p is closed.
Conversely, suppose p is not maximal. Then p ; m for some maximal ideal m. If
p € V(a), then m € V(a) too. So {p} # V(a). Thus {p} is not closed. O

EXERCISE (13.3). — Let R be a ring, and set X := Spec(R). Let X1, X3 C X be
closed subsets. Show that the following four conditions are equivalent:

(].) X1 UXQ = X and X1 OXQ :m

(2) There are complementary idempotents eq, ez € R with V({e;)) = X;.

(3) There are comaximal ideals a;, as C R with ajas = 0 and V(a;) = X;.

(4) There are ideals a;, a2 C R with a; ® a2 = R and V(a;) = X;.

Finally, given any e; and a; satisfying (2) and either (3) or (4), necessarily e; € a;.

SoLUTION: Assume (1). Take ideals a1, ag with V(a;) = X;. Then (IE3) yields
V(alag) = V(Cll) U V(Clg) =X= V(O) and
V(Cll + Cl2) = V(Cl1) n V(Clg) =0 = V(R)

So /araz = 1/{0) and \/a; + a3 = VR again by (I30). Hence (B=27) yields (2).
Assume (2). Set a; := (e;). As e; +e2 =1 and ejey = 0, plainly (3) holds.
Assume (3). As the a; are comaximal, the Chinese Remainder Theorem (IZTd)

yields a; Nas = ajas. But a;as = 0. So a; ® az = R by (ET@). Thus (4) holds.

Assume (4). Then (ICXM) yields (1) as follows:

X1 UXe=V(a;)UV(az) = V(aiaz) = V(0) =X and
XiNXo=V(a1)NV(az) =V(a; +az) = V(R) = 0.

Finally, say e; and a; satisfy (2) and either (3) or (4). Then +/(e;) = v/a; by
(EX). So e? € a; for some n > 1. But €? = ¢;, so e? = e;. Thus ¢; € a;. O
EXERCISE (13.4). — Let ¢: R — R’ be a map of rings, a an ideal of R, and b an
ideal of R'. Set ¢* := Spec(p). Prove these two statements:

(1) Every prime of R is a contraction of a prime if and only if ¢* is surjective.

(2) If every prime of R’ is an extension of a prime, then ¢* is injective.

Is the converse of (2) true?
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SoruTION: Note ¢*(q) := ¢~ 1(q) by (IBI2). Hence (1) holds.

Given two primes q; and ¢ that are extensions, if qf = q§, then q1 = q2 by
(H). Thus (2) holds.

The converse of (2) is false. Take R to be a domain. Set R’ := R[X]/(X?). Then
R'/{(X) = R by (CR). So (X) is prime by (2H). But (X) is not an extension,
as X ¢ aR' for any proper ideal a of R. Finally, every prime q of R’ contains the
residue = of X, as 22 = 0. Hence q is generated by N R and z. But qN R = ¢*(q).
Thus ¢* is injective. (I

EXERCISE (13.5). — Let R be a ring, S a multiplicative subset. Set X := Spec(R)
and Y := Spec(ST!'R). Set ¢} := Spec(ps) and ST'X := Imp% C X. Show
(1) that S™*X consists of the primes p of R with pN.S = 0 and (2) that ¢} is a
homeomorphism of Y onto S~'X.

SoLuTION: Note ¢%(q) := ¢g'(q) by (IEI2). Hence (II=2)(2) yields (1) and
also the bijectivity of p§. But ¢% is continuous by (IZl). So it remains to show
that (% is closed. Given an ideal b C ST'R, set a := ¢g'(b). It suffices to show

¢5(V(b)) = S7'X M V(a). (13.5.1)

Given p € p5(V(b)), say p = ¢%(q) and q € V(b). Then p = 5’ (q) and g D b by
(IE). So p = w5 (q) D @5 (b) =t a. Sop € V(a). But p € p(V(b)) C S71X.
Thus ¢%(V(b)) C ST'X N V(a).

Conversely, given p € STLX N V(a), say p = ¢%(q). Then p = ¢5'(q) and
b5 aim p3l(b). So 5 (@) > sl (b): So g5 @R > w3 (B)R. Soq > b by
(=TA) (1)(b). So q € V(b). Sop = ¢5(q) € ¢5(V(b)). Thus (IEZHT) holds, as
desired. Thus (2) holds. O

EXERCISE (13.6). — Let : R — R’ be a ring map, S C R a multiplicative subset.
Set X := Spec(R) and Y := Spec(R’') and 6* := Spec(d). Via (IZH)(2) and
(=23), identify Spec(S~'R) and Spec(S~!'R’) with their images S™'X C X and
S=ly Cc Y. Show (1) S7'Y = 6*"1(S71X) and (2) Spec(S~10) = 9*|S~!

SOLUTION: Given q € Y, elementary set-theory shows that q N 6(S) = 0 if and
only if 671(q) NS = 0. So q € S7Y if and only if 67!(q) € S~'X by (I33T)(1)
and (II=Z3). But ¢5'(q) =: ¢%(q) by (3I2). Thus (1) holds.

Finally, (S~'0)ps = ¢s0 by (IZH). So ¢5'(S7'0)"'(a) = (S7'0) "v5 ' (a).
Thus (CXT2) yields (2). O

EXERCISE (13.7). — Let : R — R’ be a ring map, a C R an ideal. Set b := aR’.
Let 6: R/a — R'/b be the induced map. Set X := Spec(R) and Y := Spec(R’). Set
0* := Spec(0) and 0" := Spec(f). Via (IZT), identify Spec(R/a) and Spec(R’/b)
with V(a) € X and V(b) C Y. Show (1) V(b) = 6*~1(V(a)) and (2) 8" = =0*| V(b)

SoLUTION: Given q € Y, observe that q D b if and only if #71(q) D a, as follows.
By (CH)(1) in its notation, ¢ D b := a® yields q° D a®® D a, and q° D a yields
q D q° D a®. Thus (1) holds.

Plainly, 6(q/b) = (6~ 'q)/a. Thus (I3T2) yields (2). O

EXERCISE (13.8). — Let §: R — R’ be a ring map, p C R a prime, k the residue
field of Ry,. Set 0* := Spec(6). Show (1) that 6*~!(p) is canonically homeomorphic
to Spec(R’ ®g k) and (2) that p € Im6* if and only if R’ ®g k # 0.
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SOLUTION: First, take S := R — p and apply (IZ38) to obtain
Spec(R;,) = 6"~ '(Spec(R,)) and  Spec(f,) = 6*| Spec(Ry,).
Next, take a := pR, and apply (IZ72) to 6,: R, — R| to obtain
Spec(R'/pR') = Spec(0,) " V(pR,).
But 67*(pR,) = p by (II=2M)(2); so V(pR,) = p. Therefore,

Spec(Ry/pR;) = (67| Spec(Ry)) ™ () = 6" (1),
But k:= R, /pR,. So R'/pR' = k ®r R'. Thus (1) holds.
Finally, (1) implies p € Im #* if and only if Spec(R'®gk) # 0. Thus (2) holds. O

EXERCISE (13.9). — Let R be a ring, p a prime ideal. Show that the image of
Spec(Rp) in Spec(R) is the intersection of all open neighborhoods of p in Spec(R).

SOLUTION: By (IE33), the image X, consists of the primes contained in p. Given
f € R—p, note that D(f) contains every prime contained in p, or X, C D(f). But
the principal open sets form a basis of the topology of X by (IZZ). Hence X, is
contained in the intersection, Z say, of all open neighborhoods of p. Conversely,
given a prime ¢ ¢ p, there is g € g —p. So D(g) is an open neighborhood of p, and
q ¢ D(g). Thus X, = Z, as desired. O

EXERCISE (13.10). — Let ¢: R — R’ and ¢: R — R” be ring maps, and define
0: R — R ®g R’ by 0(z) := p(z) ® ¢(z). Show
Im Spec(6) = Im Spec(p) () Im Spec(v)).
SOLUTION: Given p € X, set k := R, /pR,. Then (E10) and (EI) yield
(R ®rR")®@rk =R ®r (R"®rk)= (R @rk) @, (R"@rk).
So (R ®r R")®rk # 0 if and only if ' @z k # 0 and R” ®g k # 0 by (EIH).

Hence (I3:R)(2) implies that p € Im Spec(f) if and ounly if p € Im Spec(y) and
p € Im Spec(v)), as desired. O

EXERCISE (13.11). — Let R be a filtered direct limit of rings Ry with transition

maps aﬁ and insertions ay. For each A, let ¢): R — Ry be a ring map with

@u = appy for all oy, so that ¢ := axpy is independent of . Show
Im Spec(p) = (1, Im Spec(px).
SOLUTION: Given q € Spec(R'), set k := R, /qR;. Then (EI3) yields
R®pr k= li_rr)l(RA Qp k).

So R®p k # 0 if and only if Ry ®p k # 0 for all A by (ZH)(1). Hence (IXR)(2)
implies that p € Im Spec(yp) if and only if p € Im Spec(p,) for all A, as desired. O

EXERCISE (13.12). — Let A be a domain with just one nonzero prime p. Set
K :=Frac(A) and R := (A/p) x K. Define p: A — R by ¢(x) := (2/,z) with 2’ the
residue of z. Set ¢* := Spec(p). Show ¢* is bijective, but not a homeomorphism.

SoLuTION: Note p is maximal; so A/p is a field. The primes of R are (0, K)
and (A/p, 0) by (I8). Plainly, »=1(0, K) = p and ¢~ 1(A4/p, 0) = 0. So ¢* is
bijective. Finally, Spec(R) is discrete, but Spec(A4) has p € V(0); so ¢* is not a
homeomorphism. O
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EXERCISE (13.13). — Let ¢: R — R’ be a ring map, and b an ideal of R'. Set
©* := Spec(p). Show (1) that the closure ¢*(V (b)) in Spec(R) is equal to V(p~1b)
and (2) that ¢*(Spec(R’)) is dense in Spec(R) if and only if Ker(¢) C nil(R).

SoLuTioN: For (1), given p € ¢*(V(b)), say p = ¢ 1 () where B is a prime
of R with B D b. Then ¢ 5B D ¢~ 1b. Sop D ¢ 1b, or p € V(¢ tb). Thus
©*(V(b)) C V(p~1b). But V(p1b) is closed. So ¢*(V(b) C V(¢ 1b).

Conversely, given p € V(o ~1b), note p D /= 1b. Take a neighborhood D(f)
of p; then f ¢ p. Hence f ¢ \/o=1b. But \/p~1b = p~1(vb) by (E=ZT). Hence
©(f) ¢ Vb. So there’s a prime P D b with ¢(f) ¢ P by the Scheinnullstellensatz
(BZ3). So ¢ 1P € p*(V(b)). Further, f ¢ o~ B, or o 1P € D(f). Therefore,
}f’lzﬁ € ¢*(V(b)) N D(f). So " (V(b)) ND(f) # 0. Sop € ¢*(V(b)). Thus (1)

olds.

For (2), take b := (0). Then (1) yields ¢*(V (b)) = V(Ker(¢)). But by (),
V(b) = Spec(R’) and Spec(R) = V({(0)). So ¢*(Spec(R')) = Spec(R) if and only if
V((0)) = V(Ker(y)). The latter holds if and only if nil(R) = /Ker(p) by (IC),
so plainly if and only if nil(R) D Ker(y). Thus (2) holds. O

EXERCISE (13.14). — Let R be a ring, R’ a flat algebra with structure map ¢.
Show that R’ is faithfully flat if and only if Spec(yp) is surjective.

SoLuTION: Owing to the definition of Spec(y) in (IC3M), the assertion amounts
to the equivalence of (1) and (3) of (EI3). O

EXERCISE (13.15). — Let ¢: R — R’ be a flat map of rings, q a prime of R’, and
p =" "(q). Show that the induced map Spec(R}) — Spec(Ry) is surjective.

SoLUTION: Since p = ¢~ 1(q), clearly (R —p) C (R’ —q). Thus ¢ induces a
local homomorphism R, — Ry. Moreover, R is flat over Ry, as R), = R, ®r R’
by (IZT3), and R, ®@g R is flat over R, by (). Also Ry is flat over Ry, by
(22W). Hence Ry is flat over R, by (2). So Ry is faithfully flat over R, by
(ITT™). Hence Spec(R;) — Spec(Ry) is surjective by (EIH). O

EXERCISE (13.16). — Let R be a ring. Given f € R, set Sy := {f" | n >0}, and
let St denote its saturation; see (BI@). Given f, g € R, show that the following
conditions are equivalent:

(1) D(g) € D(f). (2) V({g) D V() (3) V{g) € V()
(4) S5 C Sy (5) g€ V). (6) fes,

(7) there is a unique R-algebra map gogz ?;1]% — ?;IR.

(8) there is an R-algebra map Ry — R,.

Show that, if these conditions hold, then the map in (8) is equal to <p£.

SoruTION: First, (1) and (2) are equivalent by (IE3), and (2) and (3) are
too. Plainly, (3) and (5) are equivalent. Further, (3) and (4) are equivalent by
(BXm)(4). Always f € Sy; so (4) implies (6). Conversely, (6) implies Sy C Sg;
whence, (BT)(1)(c) yields (4). Finally, (8) implies (4) by (IT10)(2). And (4)
implies (7) by (IIM)(1). But 5, R = S;'R and 5, R = S,'R by (TT3);
whence, (7) implies both (8) and the last statement. O
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EXERCISE (13.17). — Let R be aring. (1) Show that D(f) — Ry is a well-defined
contravariant functor from the category of principal open sets and inclusions to ((R-
alg)). (2) Given p € Spec(R), show h%mD(f)ap Rf = R,.

SoruTiON: Consider (1). By (IE3IH), if D(g) C D(f), then there is a unique
R-algebra map ¢} : E;lR — ?;IR. By uniqueness, if D(h) C D(g) € D(f), then
@flgaggoﬁ; also gp}c = 1. Further, if D(g) = D(f), then S; C S, and S, C Sy, so

S; =135, and ¢! = 1. Finally, Ry = S; R by (ZX3). Thus (1) holds.

For (2), notice (CXH) yields an inclusion-reversing bijective correspondence
between the principal open sets D(f) and the saturated multiplicative subsets S'¢.
Further, D(f) 3 p if and only if f ¢ p by (IZ3).

Set S := R —p. By (BIH), S is saturated multiplicative. So S O Sy if and only
if f ¢ p by (BTD)(1)(c). Also, S = Uy, Sy. But Rf =5, Ry by (IIH). Thus

iy ) o7 = lilg g S R

By the definition of saturation in (BI@), Sy, 3 f, g. By (BI@)(1)(b), Sy, is
saturated multiplicative. So Sy, D Sy, S, by (B=I@)(1)(c). So ligg;lR =S7R
by (ITIM)(2). But ST'R = R, by definition. Thus (2) holds. O

EXERCISE (13.18). — A topological space is called irreducible if it’s nonempty
and if every pair of nonempty open subsets meet. Let R be aring. Set X := Spec(R)
and n := nil(R). Show that X is irreducible if and only if n is prime.

SoLUTION: Given g € R, take f := 0. Plainly, D(f) = 0; see (IE3). So in
(I3T) the equivalence of (1) and (5) means D(g) = 0 if and only if g € n.

Suppose n is not prime. Then there are f, g € R with f, g ¢ n but fg € n. The
above yields D(f) # 0 and D(g) # ) but D(fg) = (). Further, D(f)ND(g) = D(fg)
by (I3XM). Thus X is not irreducible.

Suppose X is not irreducible, say U and V' are nonempty open sets with UNV = ().
By (), the D(f) form a basis of the topology: fix f, g € R with § #D(f) c U
and ) # D(g) C V. Then D(f)ND(g) = 0. But D(f)ND(g) = D(fg) by (IZI).
Hence, the first paragraph implies f, g ¢ n but fg € n. Thus n is not prime. ([

EXERCISE (13.19). — Let X be a topological space, Y an irreducible subspace.
(1) Show that the closure Y of Y is also irreducible.
(2) Show that Y is contained in a maximal irreducible subspace.
(3) Show that the maximal irreducible subspaces of X are closed, and cover X.
They are called its irreducible components. What are they if X is Hausdorff?
(4) Let R be aring, and take X := Spec(R). Show that its irreducible components
are the closed sets V(p) where p is a minimal prime.

SoLuTION: For (1), let U, V be nonempty open sets of Y. Then UNY and VNY
are open in Y, and nonempty. But Y is irreducible. So (UNY)N(VNY) # 0. So
UNV #{. Thus (1) holds.

For (2), let 8 be the set of irreducible subspaces containing Y. Then Y € §, and
8 is partially ordered by inclusion. Given a totally ordered subset {Y\} of 8, set
Y’ :=J, Y. Then Y is irreducible: given nonempty open sets U, V of Y, there is
Yy with UNYy # 0 and VNYy # 0; so (UNYy)N(VNYy) # 0 as Yy is irreducible.
Thus Zorn’s Lemma yields (2).
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For (3), note that (1) implies the maximal irreducible subspaces are closed, and
that (2) implies they cover, as every point is irreducible. Finally, if X is Hausdorff,
then any two points have disjoint open neighborhoods; hence, every irreducible
subspace consists of a single point.

For (4), take Y to be an irreducible component. Then Y is closed by (1); so
Y = Spec(R/a) for some ideal a by (ICXT3). But Y is irreducible. So nil(R/a) is
prime by (ICXZIR). Hence /a is prime. So v/a contains a minimal prime p of R by
(B1A). Set Z := Spec(R/p). Then Z = V(p) D V(y/a) = V(a) =Y by (ICZX).
Further, Z is irreducible by (IEZIR). So Z =Y by maximality. Thus Y = V(p).

Conversely, given a minimal prime ¢, set Z := Spec(R/q). Then Z is irreducible
by (EXIR). So Z is contained, by (2), in a maximal irreducible subset, say Y. By
the above, Y = V(p) for some prime p. Then p C q by (IZ). Hence p = q by
minimality. Thus (4) holds. O

EXERCISE (13.21). — Let R be a ring, X := Spec(R), and U an open subset.
Show U is quasi-compact if and only if X —U = V(a) where a is finitely generated.

SOLUTION: Assume U is quasi-compact. By (I3), U = |J, D(f\) for some f).
So U = J] D(f»,) for some fy,. Thus X —U =N\V(fr,) = V({(Frr,---5 o)

Conversely, assume X — U = V({f1,...,fs)). Then U = [J;_, D(f;). But
D(f;) = Spec(Ry,) by (I3). So by (IE32M0) with Ry, for R, each D(f;) is quasi-
compact. Thus U is quasi-compact. (]

EXERCISE (13.22). — Let R be a ring, M a module, m € M. Set X := Spec(R).
Assume X = [JD(f») for some fy, and m/1 =0 in My, for all A\. Show m = 0.

SOLUTION: Since m/1 = 0 in Ry,, there is ny > 0 such that f{"*m = 0. But
X = UD(f\). Hence every prime excludes some fy, so also f{'*. So there are
A, .., Ap and zq1,..., 2, with 1 = Z:Ulf;?l Thus m = Zmif;;im =0. O

EXERCISE (13.23). — Let R be a ring; set X := Spec(R). Prove that the four
following conditions are equivalent:

(1) R/nil(R) is absolutely flat.

(2) X is Hausdorff.

(3) X is Th; that is, every point is closed.

(4) Every prime p of R is maximal.

Assume (1) holds. Prove that X is totally disconnected; namely, no two distinct
points lie in the same connected component.

SoLUTION: Note X = Spec(R/nil(R)) as X = V(0) = V(/0) = Spec(R/V0)
by (ICX). Hence we may replace R by R/ nil(R), and thus assume nil(R) = 0.

Assume (1). Given distinct primes p, q € X, take z € p — q. Then z € (22) by
(™) (4). So there is y € R with 2 = 2%y. Set a; := (z) and ay = (1 — xy).
Set X; := V(a;). Then p € X; as € p. Further, q € X5 as 1 — zy € ¢ since
z(l—2y)=0€q,but z ¢ q.

The a; are comaximal as zy + (1 — xy) = 1. Further aja; = 0 as (1 — xy) = 0.
So X7 UXs =X and X7 N X, =0 by (B3). Hence the X; are disjoint open and
closed sets. Thus (2) holds, and X is totally disconnected.

In general, a Hausdorff space is Ty. Thus (2) implies (3).

Conditions (3) and (4) are equivalent by (I32).

Assume (4). Then every prime m is both maximal and minimal. So Ry, is a



Solutions: (13.31) 207

local ring with mR,, as its only prime by (II=20). Hence mR,, = nil(R,,) by the
Scheinnullstellensatz (B229). But nil(Ry) = nil(R)y by (ITIR). And nil(R) = 0.
Thus Rym/mRym = Rm. So Ry, is a field. Hence R is absolutely flat by (IZZR)(2).
Thus (1) holds. O

EXERCISE (13.24). — Let B be a Boolean ring, and set X := Spec(B). Show a
subset U C X is both open and closed if and only if U = D(f) for some f € B.
Further, show X is a compact Hausdorff space. (Following Bourbaki, we shorten
“quasi-compact” to “compact” when the space is Hausdorff.)

SoLuTION: Let f € B. Then D(f)|UD(1 — f) = X whether B is Boolean or
not; indeed, if p € X —D(f), then f €p,s01— f ¢ p,sop € D(1— f). However,
D(f)ND(1 — f) = 0; indeed, if p € D(f), then f ¢ p, but f(1— f) =0 as B is
Boolean, so 1 — f € p,sop ¢ D(1 — f). Thus X —D(f) = D(1 — f). Thus D(f) is
closed as well as open.

Conversely, let U C X be open and closed. Then U is quasi-compact, as U is
closed and X is quasi-compact by (IE320). So X — U = V(a) where a is finitely
generated by ([C32W). Since B is Boolean, a = (f) for some f € B by (ICI@)(5).
Thus U = D(f).

Finally, let p, q be prime ideals with p # q. Then there is f € p—q. So p ¢ D(f),
but q € D(f). By the above, D(f) is both open and closed. Thus X is Hausdorff.
By (I32M), X is quasi-compact, so compact as it is Hausdorff. ([l

EXERCISE (13.25) (Stone’s Theorem). — Show every Boolean ring B is isomorphic
to the ring of continuous functions from a compact Hausdorff space X to Fy with
the discrete topology. Equivalently, show B is isomorphic to the ring R of open and
closed subsets of X; in fact, X := Spec(B), and B = R is given by f +— D(f).

SoLUTION: The two statements are equivalent by (IZ2). Further, X := Spec(B)
is compact Hausdorff, and its open and closed subsets are precisely the D(f) by
(C3ZA). Thus f — D(f) is a well defined function, and is surjective.

This function preserves multiplication owing to (IEXIW). To show it preserves
addition, we must show that, for any f,g € B,

D(f +9) = (D(f) = D(9)) UMD(9) — D(f))- (13.25.1)

Fix a prime p. There are four cases. First, if f ¢ p and g € p, then f + g ¢ p.
Second, if g ¢ p but f € p, then again f + g ¢ p. In both cases, p lies in the (open)
sets on both sides of (IE3ZH).

Third, if f € p and g € p, then f+ g € p. The first three cases do not use
the hypothesis that B is Boolean. The fourth does. Suppose f ¢ p and g ¢ p.
Now, B/p = Fy by (EZI9). So the residues of f and g are both equal to 1. But
14+1=0¢€Fs. Soagain f+ g € p. Thus in both the third and fourth cases, p lies
in neither side of (I325). Thus (E3=Z5) holds.

Finally, to show that f +— D(f) is injective, suppose that D(f) is empty. Then
f € nil(B). But nil(B) = (0) by (8=24). Thus f = 0.

Alternatively, if D(f) = D(g), then V({f)) = V({(g)), so m = \/@ by
(CXM). But f, g € Idem(B) as B is Boolean. Thus f = g by (B=2H). O

EXERCISE (13.31). — Let R be a ring, a an ideal, M a module. Prove that
Supp(M/aM) C Supp(M) N V(a),
with equality if M is finitely generated.
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SoruTIoN: First, (B18)(1) yields M/aM = M®R/a. But Ann(R/a) = a; hence
(m3=27)(3) yields Supp(R/a) = V(a). Thus (E3=30) yields the assertion. O

EXERCISE (13.32). — Let ¢: R — R’ be a map of rings, M an R-module. Prove
Supp(M ®r R') C Spec(p) ™ (Supp(M)), (13.32.1)
with equality if M is finitely generated.

SOLUTION: Fix a prime q C R’. Set p := ¢~ lq, so Spec(¢)(p) = q. Apply, in
order, (CZI3), twice Cancellation (BI), and again (CZI3A) to obtain

(M &g R)q=(M®rR)®r Ry =M ®r R
= (M ®gr Rp) QR, R; = M, XR, R:q

First, assume q € Supp(M ®g R'); that is, (M ®g R')q # 0. Then (IZ3Z32)
implies M, # 0; that is, p € Supp(M). Thus (IZX32Z) holds.

Conversely, assume q € Spec(¢) ™! (Supp(M)). Then p € Supp(M), or M, # 0.
Set k := Ry /pRy. Then M, /pM, = M,®g, k and Ry, /pR;, = R,®k by (ETB)(1).
Hence Cancellation (BZI), the Associative Law (BIM), and (IC323222) yield

(M, /pMy) @k (Ry/pRy) = (My ®r, k) @, (Ry ®r, k)
= Mp R, (Ri] ®R, k) = (Mp R, Ril) R, k (13.32.3)
= (M @R R)q®n, k.

(13.32.2)

Assume M is finitely generated. Then M,/pM, # 0 by Nakayama’s Lemma
(IT®@) over Ry. And Ry/pR; # 0 by Nakayama’s Lemma (IOITT) over Ry
as pR' C q. So (My/pM,) @ (R/pRy) # 0 by (BIH). So ([EZZZJ) implies
(M ®r R')q #0, or q € Supp(M ®r R’). Thus equality holds in (IE3Z32T). O

EXERCISE (13.33). — Let R be a ring, M a module, p € Supp(M). Prove

V(p) C Supp(M).

SOLUTION: Let q € V(p). Then q¢ D p. So M, = (My), by (IT=29)(1). Now,
p € Supp(M). So M, # 0. Hence M, # 0. Thus q € Supp(M). O

EXERCISE (13.34). — Let Z be the integers, Q the rational numbers, and set
M :=Q/Z. Find Supp(M), and show that it is not Zariski closed.

SoLUTION: Let p € Spec(R). Then M, = Q,/Z, since localization is exact by
(rz2m). Now, Q, = Q by (IZA) and () since Q is a field. If p # (0), then
Zy, # Qp since pZy (\Z = p by (IA). If p = (0), then Z, = Q,. Thus Supp(M)
consists of all the nonzero primes of Z.

Finally, suppose Supp(M) = V(a). Then a lies in every nonzero prime; so
a = (0). But (0) is prime. Hence (0) € V(a) = Supp(M), contradicting the above.
Thus Supp(M) is not closed. O

EXERCISE (13.36). — Let R be a domain, M a module, set S := R — 0, and set
T(M) :=T5(M). We call T(M) the torsion submodule of M, and we say M is
torsionfree if T(M) = 0.

Prove M is torsionfree if and only if M, is torsionfree for all maximal ideals m.
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SOLUTION: Given an m, note that R —m C S. So (CZTH)(5) yields
T(My) =T(M)m. (13.36.1)
Assume M is torsionfree. Then My, is torsionfree for all m by (IEX3HE). Con-

versely, if My, is torsionfree for all m, then T (M), = 0 for all m by (ICZ=36).
Hence T (M) = 0 by (E3=34). Thus M is torsionfree. O

EXERCISE (13.37). — Let R be a ring, P a module, M, N submodules. Assume
My, = Ny, for every maximal ideal m. Show M = N. First assume M C N.

SoLuTION: If M C N, then (2Z2M) yields (N/M)m = Np/Mpy = 0 for each m;
so N/M = 0 by (IC3=33). The general case follows by replacing N by M + N owing
to (CXTA)(4), (5). |

EXERCISE (13.38). — Let R be a ring, M a module, and a an ideal. Suppose
M, = 0 for all maximal ideals m containing a. Show that M = aM.

SOLUTION: Given any maximal ideal m, note that (aM )y, = anMy by (T2Z32).
But My, =0 if m D a by hypothesis. And ay, = Ry if m 2 a by (ITIA) (2). Hence
My = (aM )y in any case. Thus (I333M) yields M = aM.

Alternatively, form the ring R/a and its module M /aM. Given any maximal ideal
m’ of R/a, say m’ = m/a. By hypothesis, My = 0. But My /(aM)yn = (M/aM )y
by (IZ22). Thus (M/aM)w = 0. So M/aM = 0 by (IZ3F). Thus M =aM. O

EXERCISE (13.39). — Let R be a ring, P a module, M a submodule, and p € P
an element. Assume p/1 € M,, for every maximal ideal m. Show p € M.

SOLUTION: Set N := M + Rp. Then Ny, = My + Ry - p/1 for every m. But
p/1 € My. Hence Ny = My,. So N = M by (E333). Thus p € M. O

EXERCISE (13.40). — Let R be a domain, a an ideal. Show a =, aRy where
m runs through the maximal ideals and the intersection takes place in Frac(R).

SoLuTION: Plainly, a C (| aRy. Conversely, take x € (| aRy. Then © € aR,, for

every m. But aR,, = a, by (ICZ32). So (C3=39) yields « € a as desired. O
EXERCISE (13.41). — Prove these three conditions on a ring R are equivalent:

(1) R is reduced.
(2) S71R is reduced for all multiplicatively closed sets S.
(3) Ry is reduced for all maximal ideals m.

If Ry is a domain for all maximal ideals m, is R necessarily a domain?

SoLuTION: Assume (1) holds. Then nil(R) = 0. But nil(R)(S7'R) = nil(S7!R)
by (IIR). Thus (2) holds. Trivially (2) implies (3).

Assume (3) holds. Then nil(Ry,) = 0. Hence nil(R)y = 0 by (ITIR) and (C22).
So nil(R) = 0 by (IZ3H). Thus (1) holds. Thus (1)—(3) are equivalent.

Finally, the answer is no. For example, take R := k1 x kg with k; := Z/(2). The
primes of R are p := ((1,0)) and q := ((0,1)) by (2IW). Further, R; = k1 by
(T=2), as R —q = {(1,1), (1,0)}. Similarly R, = ks. But R is not a domain, as
(1,0) - (0,1) = (0,0), although Ry, is a domain for all maximal ideals m.

In fact, take R := R; X Ry for any domains R;. Then again R is not a domain,
but R, is a domain for all primes p by (IEZZ2)(2) below. O

EXERCISE (13.42). — Let R be a ring, ¥ the set of minimal primes. Prove this:
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(1) If R, is a domain for any prime p, then the p € 3 are pairwise comaximal.
(2) Ry is a domain for any prime p and ¥ is finite if and only if R =[]\, R;
where R; is a domain. If so, then R; = R/p; with {p1,...,pn} =X.

SoLuTION: Consider (1). Suppose p,q € ¥ are not comaximal. Then p + q lies
in some maximal ideal m. Hence R, contains two minimal primes, pRy, and qRp,
by (IT=2M). However, Ry, is a domain by hypothesis, and so (0) is its only minimal
prime. Hence pRym = qRm. So p = q. Thus (1) holds.

Consider (2). Assume R, is a domain for any p. Then R is reduced by (IZ4T).
Assume, also, ¥ is finite. Form the canonical map ¢: R — HpGE R/p; it is injective
by (B333), and surjective by (1) and the Chinese Remainder Theorem (ICTA). Thus
R is a finite product of domains.

Conversely, assume R =[], R; where R; is a domain. Let p be a prime of R.
Then R, = [[(R;), by (IZIW). Each (R;), is a domain by (IT3). But R, is
local. So Ry(R;), for some i by (820). Thus R, is a domain. Further, owing to
(Z1m), each p; € ¥ has the form p; = []a; where, after renumbering, a;(0) and
a; = R; for j # i. Thus the ith projection gives R/p; = R;. Thus (2) holds. O

EXERCISE (13.44). — Let R be a ring, M a module. Prove elements my € M
generate M if and only if, at every maximal ideal m, their images m) generate M.

SOLUTION: The my define a map o: R®1M — M. By (IXZ3R), it is surjective
if and only if am: (RPM) = My is surjective for all m. But (R®1) = R
by (I2IM). Hence (@EI)(1) yields the assertion. O

EXERCISE (13.47). — Let R be a ring, R’ a flat algebra, p’ a prime in R’, and p
its contraction in R. Prove that R;/ is a faithfully flat R,-algebra.

SoLuTION: First, R} is flat over R, by (IZ4H). Next, R, is flat over R by
(T22T) and (I=29) as R —p C R’ —p’. Hence R, is flat over R, by (812). But
a flat local homomorphism is faithfully flat by (IZT3). O

EXERCISE (13.48). — Let R be a ring, S a multiplicative subset.
(1) Assume R is absolutely flat. Show S™1R is absolutely flat.
(2) Show R is absolutely flat if and only if Ry, is a field for each maximal m.

SoLuTION: In (1), given z € R, note that (z) is idempotent by (™). Hence
(z) = (2)? = (2%). So there is y € R with x = z%y.

Given a/s € ST!R, there are, therefore, b,t € R with a = a?b and s = s?t. So
s(st—1) =0. So (st —1)/1-s/1 =0. But s/1 is a unit. Hence s/1-¢/1—1=0.
So a/s = (a/s)?-b/t. So a/s € (a/s)?. Thus (a/s) is idempotent. Hence S~ R is
absolutely flat by (OI™). Thus (1) holds.

Alternatively, given an S~!R-module M, note M is also an R-module, so R-flat
by (1). Hence M ® S™'R is S R-flat by (EIW). But M ® S™'R = S~ M by
(CXx3), and S™'M = M by (ZA). Thus M is S~'R-flat. Thus again (1) holds.

For (2), first assume R is absolutely flat. By (1), each Ry, is absolutely flat. So
by (OIIW)(4), each Ry, is a field.

Conversely, assume each Ry, is a field. Then, given an R-module M, each My, is
Ry-flat. So M is R-flat by (II3ZH). Thus (2) holds. O

EXERCISE (13.52). — Given n, prove an R-module P is locally free of rank n if
and only if P is finitely generated and P, ~ R} holds at each maximal ideal m.
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SoLuTION: If P is locally free of rank n, then P is finitely generated by (IC33d).
Also, for any p € Spec(R), there’s f € R—p with Py ~ R};so By ~ Ry by (3\).

As to the converse, given any prime p, take a maximal ideal m containing it.
Assume Py ~ R". Take a free basis p1/ff*, ... ,pn/f5 of Py over Ry. The p;
define a map a: R™ — P, and an: R}, — Py is bijective, so surjective.

Assume P is finitely generated. Then (I2Z24)(1) provides f € R —m such that
as: R} — Py is surjective. Hence aq: Ry — Py is surjective for every q € D(f)
by (CZ3F) and (CZ2M). Assume Py ~ Ry if also q is maximal. So aq is bijective
by (IIA). Clearly, ag = (ay)(qr;)- Hence ay: R} — Py is bijective owing to
(Cx23) with Ry for R, as desired. O

EXERCISE (13.53). — Let A be a semilocal ring, P a locally free module of rank
n. Show that P is free of rank n.

SOLUTION: As P is locally free, P is finitely presented by (IE3351), and Py, ~ A%
at each maximal m by (EX52). But A is semilocal. So P ~ A™ by (E32d). O

EXERCISE (13.54). — Let R be aring, M a finitely presented module, n > 0. Show
that M is locally free of rank n if and only if F,,_1(M) = (0) and F,,(M) = R.

SOLUTION: Assume M is locally free of rank n. Then so is My, for any maximal
ideal m by (EZ3H2). So F,_1(My) = (0) and F,(My) = Ry by (B39)(2). But
F.(My) = F.(M)y for all r by (EXI3). So F,,—1(My) = (0) and F,,(My) = Rn
by (I3=37). The converse follows via reversing the above steps. ([l

14. Krull-Cohen—Seidenberg Theory

EXERCISE (14.4). — Let R C R’ be an integral extension of rings, and p a prime
of R. Suppose R’ has just one prime p’ over p. Show (a) that p'R), is the only
maximal ideal of R}, (b) that R, = R, and (c) that R, is integral over R),.

SOLUTION: Since R’ is integral over R, the localization R;J is integral over R, by
(II=27). Moreover, R, is a local ring with unique maximal ideal pR, by (I1=22).
Hence, every maximal ideal of R), lies over pR,, by (IZ3)(1). But every maximal
ideal of R} is the extension of some prime q' C R’ by (IO=20)(2), and therefore g’
lies over p in R. So, by hypothesis, g’ = p’. Thus p'R}, is the only maximal ideal of
Ry; that is, (a) holds. So R, — p'R|, consists of units. Hence (IT=29) and (I1H)
yield (b). But R} is integral over Ry; so (c) holds too. O

EXERCISE (14.5). — Let R C R’ be an integral extension of domains, and p a
prime of R. Suppose R’ has at least two distinct primes p’ and q’ lying over p.
Show that R;, is not integral over R,. Show that, in fact, if y lies in ', but not in
p’, then 1/y € Ry, is not integral over Ry.

SOLUTION: Suppose 1/y is integral over R,. Say
1/y)" +ar(1/y)" "+ an =0
with n > 1 and a; € R,. Multiplying by y" !, we obtain
1y=—(a1+ - +awy" ') e R;,.

However, y € q', so y € ¢'R),. Hence 1 € q'R;,. So q' N (R —p) # () by (TTTU)(3).
But ¢’ N R = p, a contradiction. So 1/y is not integral over R,. (]
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EXERCISE (14.6). — Let k be a field, and X an indeterminate. Set R’ := k[X],
and Y := X? and R := k[Y]. Set p := (Y —1)R and p' := (X — )R'. Is Ry,
integral over R,? Explain.

SoLuTION: Note that R’ is a domain, and that the extension R C R’ is integral
by (II2R) as R’ is generated by 1 and X as an R-module.

Suppose the characteristic is not 2. Set ¢’ := (X 4+ 1)R’. Then both p’ and ¢’
contain Y — 1, so lie over the maximal ideal p of R. Further X + 1 lies in ¢, but
not in p’. Hence R|, is not integral over R, by (IZH).

Suppose the characteristic is 2. Then (X —1)2 =Y — 1. Let q' C R’ be a prime
over p. Then (X —1)?2 € ¢’. So p’ C q’. But p’ is maximal. So q’ = p’. Thus R’
has just one prime p’ over p. Hence R, is integral over R, by (IZ4). O

EXERCISE (14.12). — Let R be a reduced ring, ¥ the set of minimal primes. Prove
that z.div(R) = U,cx p and that R, = Frac(R/p) for any p € X.

SoLuTION: If p € ¥, then p C z.div(R) by (IZTM). Thus z.div(R) D U,ex p-

Conversely, say zy = 0. If z ¢ p for some p € X, then y € p. Soif z & U,ex b,
theny € (,cxp- But ,cx p = (0) by the Scheinnullstellensatz (B29) and (BT4).
Soy =0. Thus, if z ¢ U,cx b, then 2 ¢ z.div(R). Thus z.div(R) C U,cxp. Thus
2.div(R) = U,ex p-

Fix p € ¥. Then R, is reduced by (IZZW). Further, R, has only one prime,
namely pR,, by (IIT20)(2). Hence R, is a field, and pR,(0). But by (IZ23),
Ry /pR, = Frac(R/p). Thus R, = Frac(R/p). O

EXERCISE (14.13). — Let R be a ring, ¥ the set of minimal primes, and K the
total quotient ring. Assume ¥ is finite. Prove these three conditions are equivalent:

(1) R is reduced.
(2) z.div(R) = Uyes b, and R, Frac(R/p) for each p € ¥.
(3) K/pK = Frac(R/p) for each p € 3, and K =[], .5 K/pK.

SoLUTION: Assume (1) holds. Then (IZI32) yields (2).

Assume (2) holds. Set S := R — z.div(R). Let q be a prime of R with gN.S = 0.
Then q C z.div(R). So (2) yields ¢ C U,cx b. But ¥ is finite. So g C p for some
p € ¥ by Prime Avoidance (B219). Hence q = p since p is minimal. But K = S™'R.
Therefore, by (I=2M)(2), for p € X, the extensions pK are the only primes of K,
and they all are both maximal and minimal.

Fix p € ¥. Then K/pK = S~Y(R/p) by (CZ22). So S~!(R/p) is a field. But
clearly S~1(R/p) C Frac(R/p). Therefore, K/pK Frac(R/p) by (2=3). Further,
S C R—p. Hence (IT=2)(2) yields p = @5 ' (pK). Therefore, o5 (K—pK) = R—p.
So K,k = R, by (IZA). But R, = Frac(R/p) by hypothesis. Thus K has only
finitely many primes, the pK; each pK is minimal, and each K,x is a domain.
Therefore, (EA2)(2) yields K = [[,.s K/pK. Thus (3) holds.

Assume (3) holds. Then K is a finite product of fields, and fields are reduced.
But clearly, a product of reduced ring is reduced. Further, R C K, and trivially, a
subring of a reduced ring is reduced. Thus (1) holds. O

EXERCISE (14.14). — Let A be a reduced local ring with residue field k and a finite
set ¥ of minimal primes. For each p € ¥, set K (p) := Frac(A/p). Let P be a finitely
generated module. Show that P is free of rank r if and only if dimg(P ®4 k) =7
and dimg ) (P ®a K(p)) = r for each p € 3.
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SoLuTION: If P is free of rank r, then dim(P ® k) = r and dim(P ® K(p)) =r
owing to (BI3).

Conversely, suppose dim(P ® k) = r. As P is finitely generated, (ICIH) implies
P is generated by r elements. So (B220) yields an exact sequence

0> M3 A" = P 0.

Momentarily, fix a p € X. Since A is reduced, K(p) = R, by (IZI2). So K(p)
is flat by (CZZ2@). So the induced sequence is exact:

0->MeK(@{p) - K@p)" - P K(p)—0.

Suppose dim(P ® K(p)) = r too. It then follows that M ®4 K (p) = 0.
Let K be the total quotient ring of A, and form this commutative square:

M 2 AT

J/‘P}\l l%“

M®K — K"

Here « is injective. And ¢ 4- is injective as p4: A — K is. Hence, @)y is injective.

By hypothesis, A is reduced and ¥ is finite; so K = HpEZ K(p) by (IZI3). So
M@K =][(M®K(p)). But M @4 K(p) =0 for each p € . So M ® K = 0. But
opm: M — M ® K is injective. So M = 0. Thus A™ = P, as desired. O

EXERCISE (14.15). — Let A be a reduced semilocal ring with a finite set of minimal
primes. Let P be a finitely generated A-module, and B an A-algebra such that
Spec(B) — Spec(A) is surjective. For each prime q C B, set L(q) = Frac(B/q).
Given r, assume dim((P ®4 B) ®p L(q)) = r whenever q is either maximal or
minimal. Show that P is a free A-module of rank 7.

SOLUTION: Let p C A be a prime. Since Spec(B) — Spec(A) is surjective, there
is a prime q C B whose contraction is p. Then the cancellation law yields

(P ®a K(p)) @k (p) L(a) = (P ®a B) ®p L(q). (14.15.1)

If p is minimal, take a minimal prime q’ C q. Then the contraction of ¢’ is
contained in p, so equal to p. Replace q by q’. If p is maximal, take a maximal ideal
q" D q. Then the contraction of q’ contains p, so is equal to p. Again, replace q
by q’. Either way, dim((P ®4 B) ® L(q)) = r by hypothesis. So (ZI5) yields
dim((P ®4 K(p)) @k (p) L(q))) = r. Hence dim(P ®4 K(p)) = 7.

If Aislocal, then P is a free A-module of rank r by (IZIA). In general, let m C A
be a maximal ideal. Then Spec(By,) — Spec(Ay,) is surjective by an argument like
one in the proof of (IZ3)(2), using (II=20)(2). Hence P, is a free Ay-module of
rank r by the preceding case. Thus P is free of rank r by (IE3H3). O

EXERCISE (14.17). — Let R be a ring, p; ..., p, all its minimal primes, and K
the total quotient ring. Prove that these three conditions are equivalent:

(1) R is normal.

(2) R is reduced and integrally closed in K.

(3) R is a finite product of normal domains R;.

Assume the conditions hold. Prove the R; are equal to the R/p; in some order.
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SOLUTION: Assume (1). Let m any maximal ideal. Then Ry, is a normal domain.
So R is reduced by (IE3Z).

Let Sy be the set of nonzerodivisors of R, so that K := SO_IR. Set S := R —m,
so that Ry := S™'R. But S71S;'RS; ' S™'R by (II=29)(2). So S~'K = Sy ' Rm.

Let t € Sg. Then t/1 # 0 in Ry; else, there’s s € S with st = 0, a contradiction
as s #0 and t € Sp. Thus (IIZ3) and (II3) yield Sy 'Ry C Frac(Rpy).

Let x € K be integral over R. Then x/1 € S™!'K is integral over S™'R by
(). But S™!R = Ry, and Ry is a normal domain. So z/1 € R,. Hence
x € R by (C339). Thus (2) holds.

Assume (2). Set R; := R/p; and K; := Frac(R;). Then K = [[ K; by (IZ13).
Let R] be the normalization of R;. Then R C [[R; C [[R;. Further, the first
extension is integral by (I29), and the second, by (II3M); whence, R C [[ R}
is integral by the tower property (=Z7). However, R is integrally closed in K by
hypothesis. Hence R = [[ R; = [[ R;. Thus (3) holds.

Assume (3). Let p be any prime of R. Then R, = [[(R;), by (ZI), and each
(Ri)p is normal by (IT32). But R, is local. So R, = (R;), for some ¢ by (B2).
Hence R, is a normal domain. Thus (1) holds.

Finally, the last assertion results from (IC3XZ2)(2). O

15. Noether Normalization

EXERCISE (15.2). — Let k := F, be the finite field with ¢ elements, and k[X,Y]
the polynomial ring. Set f := X?Y — XY? and R := k[X, Y]/(f) Let z, y € R
be the residues of X, Y. For every a € k, show that R is not module finite over
P := kly—az]. (Thus, in (D), no k-linear combination works.) First, take a = 0.

SoLuTION: Take a = 0. Then P = k[y]. Any algebraic relation over P satisfied
by z is given by a polynomial in k[X,Y], which is a multiple of f. However, no
multiple of f is monic in X. So « is not integral over P. By (II23), R is not
module finite over P.

Consider an arbitrary a. Since a? = a, after the change of variable Y/ := Y —aX,
our f still has the same form. Thus, we have reduced to the previous case. (Il

EXERCISE (15.3). — Let k be a field, and X, Y, Z variables. Set
R:=k[X,Y, Z]/(X*-Y® -1, XZ - 1),

and let z, y, z € R be the residues of X, Y, Z. Fix a,b € k, and set t := x +ay + bz
and P := k[t]. Show that z and y are integral over P for any a,b and that z is
integral over P if and only if b # 0.

SoLuUTION: To see z is integral, notice zz = 1, so x2—tx+b = —axy. Raising both
sides of the latter equation to the third power, and using the equation y® = 22 — 1,
we obtain an equation of integral dependence of degree 6 for x over P. Now,
y3 — 22 +1 =0, so y is integral over P[z]. Hence, the Tower Property, (II27),
implies that y too is integral over P.

If b # 0, then z = b~1(t — 2 — ay) € Plr,y], and so z is integral over P by
(I2R).

Assume b = 0 and z is integral over P. Now, P C k[z, y]. So z is integral over
k[z, y] as well. But y3> — 22 +1 = 0. So y is integral over k[z]. Hence z is too.
However, k[z] is a polynomial ring, so integrally closed in its fraction field k(x) by
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(IX=33a)(1). Moreover, z = 1/x € k(x). Hence, 1/x € k[x], which is absurd. Thus
z is not integral over P if b = 0. O

EXERCISE (15.8). — Let k be a field, K an algebraically closed extension field. (So
K contains a copy of every finite extension field.) Let P := k[X;,...,X,] be the
polynomial ring, and f, f1,..., fr € P. Assume f vanishes at every zero in K" of
fi,..., fr; in other words, if (a) := (a1,...,a,) € K™ and f1(a) =0,..., fr(a) =0,
then f(a) =0 too. Prove that there are polynomials g1, ..., g, € P and an integer
N such that fNgyf1 + -+ grfr.

SOLUTION: Set a:= (f,..., fr). We have to show f € y/a. But, by the Hilbert
Nullstellensatz, v/a is equal to the intersection of all the maximal ideals m containing
a. So given an m, we have to show that f € m.

Set L := P/m. By the weak Nullstellensatz, L is a finite extension field of k.
So we may embed L/k as a subextension of K/k. Let a; € K be the image of the
variable X; € P, and set (a) := (a1,...,a,) € K. Then fi(a) =0,..., fr(a) = 0.
Hence f(a) = 0 by hypothesis. Therefore, f € m, as desired. O

EXERCISE (15.11). — Let R be a domain of (finite) dimension r, and p a nonzero
prime. Prove that dim(R/p) < r.

SOLUTION: Every chain of primes of R/p is of the form po/p G --- G ps/p where
05 po S -+ S ps is a chain of primes of R. So s < r. Thus dim(R/p) < 7. O

EXERCISE (15.12). — Let R’'/R be an integral extension of rings. Prove that
dim(R) = dim(R’).

SOLUTION: Let po & --- G p, be a chain of primes of R. Set p’; := 0. Given
p,_, for 0 < i <r, Going up, (IEL3)(4), yields a prime p; of R’ with p}_, C p} and
p;NR=p;. Thenpi G- Cplaspo S - S ppr. Thus dim(R) < dim(R).

Conversely, let p’y G --- S p’,. be a chain of primes of R'. Set p; := p’; N R. Then
po G --- G p, by Incomparability, (IZ=3)(2). Thus dim(R) > dim(R’). O

EXERCISE (15.17). — Let k be a field, R a finitely generated k-algebra, f € R
nonzero. Assume R is a domain. Prove that dim(R) = dim(Ry).

SOLUTION: Note that Ry is a finitely generated R-algebra by (II-I3), as Ry is,
by (IIZI3), obtained by adjoining 1/f. So since R is a finitely generated k-algebra,
Ry is one too. Moreover, R and Ry have the same fraction field K. Hence both
dim(R) and dim(Ry) are equal to tr.deg, (K) by (IEI3). O

EXERCISE (15.18). — Let k be a field, P := k[f] the polynomial ring in one
variable f. Set p := (f) and R := P,. Find dim(R) and dim(Ry).

SoLUTION: In P, the chain of primes 0 C p is of maximal length by (Z8) and
(223) or (IE3). So (0) and pR are the only primes in R by (II=20). Thus
dim(R) = 1.

Set K := Frac(P). Then Ry = K since, if a/(bf™) € K with a, b€ P and f1b,
then a/b € R and so (a/b)/f™ € Ry. Thus dim(Ry) = 0. O
EXERCISE (15.19). — Let R be a ring, R[X] the polynomial ring. Prove

1+ dim(R) < dim(R[X]) < 1+ 2dim(R).
(In particular, dim(R[X]) = oo if and only if dim(R) = c0.)
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SOLUTION: Let pg & -+ S py, be a chain of primes in R. Then
poR[X] G - G pnRIX] G pu RIX] + (X)

is a chain of primes in R[X] by (ZI8). Thus 1 + dim(R) < dim(R[X]).

Let p be a prime of R, and qo G --- G ¢, be a chain of primes of R[X] with
q;NR = p for each ¢. Then (CHA) yields a chain of primes of length r in R[X]/pR[X].
Further, as q; N R = p for each i, the latter chain gives rise to a chain of primes of
length 7 in k(p)[X] where k(p) = (R/p), by (II=30) and (II20). But k(p)[X] is
a PID. Hence r < 1.

Take any chain Po G --- & Py of primes in R[X]. Tt contracts to a chain
Do g e g pn in R. At most two *B; contract to a given p; by the above discussion.
Som+1<2(n+1),orm<2n+ 1. Thus dim(R[X]) <1+ 2dim(R). O

EXERCISE (15.23). — Let X be a topological space. We say a subset Y is locally
closed if Y is the intersection of an open set and a closed set; equivalently, Y is
open in its closure Y equivalently, Y is closed in an open set containing it.
We say a subset Xy of X is very dense if X, meets every nonempty locally
closed subset Y. We say X is Jacobson if its set of closed points is very dense.
Show that the following conditions on a subset X of X are equivalent:

(1) Xo is very dense.
(2) Every closed set F' of X satisfies F'N Xy = F.
(3) The map U — U N X from the open sets of X to those of X is bijective.

SOLUTION: Assume (1). Given a closed set F, take any x € F', and let U be an
open neighborhood of x in X. Then F N U is locally closed, so meets Xy. Hence
x € FFN Xy. Thus F' C F'N Xy. The opposite inclusion is trivial. Thus (2) holds.

Assume (2). In (3), the map is trivially surjective. To check it’s injective, suppose
UNXo=VnNXy. Then (X -U)NXo = (X—-V)NXp. So (2) yields X—-U =X -V.
So U = V. Thus (3) holds.

Assume (3). Then the map F' — F N X, of closed sets is bijective too; whence,
so is the map Y — Y N X of locally closed sets. In particular, if a locally closed
set Y is nonempty, then so is Y N Xy. Thus (1) holds. 0

EXERCISE (15.24). — Let R be a ring, X := Spec(R), and X the set of closed
points of X. Show that the following conditions are equivalent:

(1) R is a Jacobson ring.
(2) X is a Jacobson space.
(3) If y € X is a point such that {y} is locally closed, then y € Xj.

SoLUTION: Assume (1). Let F C X be closed. Trivially, FF D FNXy. To
prove F C FN Xy, say F = V(a) and FN Xy = V(b). Then F N Xj is the set
of maximal ideals m containing a by (IEZ3), and every such m contains b. So (1)
implies b C y/a. But V(y/a) = F. Thus F' C F N Xy. Thus (IE=23) yields (2).

Assume (2). Let y € X be a point such that {y} is locally closed. Then {y} ()Xo
is nonempty by (2). So ({y} N Xo) 2 y. Thus (3) holds.

Assume (3). Let p be a prime ideal of R such that pR; is maximal for some
f & p. Then {p} is closed in D(f) by (IEZ). So {p} is locally closed in X. Hence
{p} is closed in X by (3). Thus p is maximal. Thus (IEZ2) yields (1). O
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EXERCISE (15.28). — Let P := Z[X1,...,X,] be the polynomial ring. Assume
f € P vanishes at every zero in K" of fi,..., f, € P for every finite field K; that
is, if (a) := (a1,...,a,) € K™ and fi(a) =0,..., fr(a) = 0in K, then f(a) =0
too. Prove there are gi,...,g, € P and N > 1 such that f¥ =g, fi + -+ g, fr.

SOLUTION: Set a := (f1,..., fr). Suppose f ¢ y/a. Then f lies outside some
maximal ideal m containing a by (IE2H)(2) and (IE20). Set K := P/m. Then
K is a finite extension of F,, for some prime p by (IE2H)(1). So K is finite. Let a;
be the residue of X;, set (a) := (a1,...,a,) € K™ Then fi(a) =0,..., f.(a) = 0.
So f(a) = 0 by hypothesis. Thus f € m, a contradiction. Thus f € \/a. O

EXERCISE (15.29). — Let R be a ring, R’ an algebra. Prove that if R’ is integral
over R and R is Jacobson, then R’ is Jacobson.

SOLUTION: Given an ideal @’ C R’ and an f outside v/a/, set R” := R[f]. Then
R is Jacobson by (IE2H)(2). So R” has a maximal ideal m” that avoids f and
contains ' NR”. But R’ is integral over R”. So R’ contains a prime m’ that contains
a’ and that contracts to m” by Going Up (IZ=3)(4). Then m’ avoids f as m” does,
and m’ is maximal by Maximality, (IZ=3)(1). Thus R’ is Jacobson. O

EXERCISE (15.30). — Let R be a Jacobson ring, S a multiplicative subset, f € R.
True or false: prove or give a counterexample to each of the following statements.

(1) The localized ring Ry is Jacobson.

(2) The localized ring S~ R is Jacobson.

(3) The filtered direct limit liﬂR,\ of Jacobson rings is Jacobson.

4) In a filtered direct limit of rings Ry, necessarily @rad(RA) = rad(ligq Ry).

(

SoLuTION: (1) True: Ry = R[1/f] by (IT13); so Ry is Jacobson by (IB2H)(1).
(2) False: by (IiZT), Z is Jacobson, but Z,, isn’t for any prime number p.

(3) False: Z,y isn’t Jacobson by (I5ZW), but Z,, = lim Z by (rxm|).

(4) False: rad(Zy)) = pZy; but rad(Z) = (0), so @rad(Z) = (0). O

EXERCISE (15.31). — Let R be a reduced Jacobson ring with a finite set ¥ of
minimal primes, and P a finitely generated module. Show that P is locally free of
rank r if and only if dimp/ (P/mP) = r for any maximal ideal m.

SOLUTION: Suppose P is locally free of rank r. Then given any maximal ideal
m, there is an f € R — m such that Py is a free Ry-module of rank r by (IZ2d).
But P, is a localization of Py by (Z3). So Py is a free Ry-module of rank r
by (CXIW). But Pn/mPyn = (P/mP), by (CX22). Also R,/mR, = R/m by
(x23). Thus dimp/n(P/mP) = 7.

Consider the converse. Given a p € 3, set K := Frac(R/p). Then P ®p K is a
K-vector space, say of dimension n. Since R is reduced, K = R, by (IZI32). So
by (CX2A), there is an h € R—p with P, free of rank n. As R is Jacobson, there is
a maximal ideal m avoiding h, by (IIZ0). Hence, as above, dimpg/n (P/mP) = n.
But, by hypothesis, dimg /p (P/mP) = r. Thus n = 7.

Given a maximal ideal m, set A := Ry,. Then A is reduced by (IZZZAM). Each
minimal prime of A is of the form pA where p € ¥ by (II=20)(2). Further, it’s not
hard to see, essentially as above, that P, ® Frac(A4/pA) = P ® Frac(R/p). Hence
(IZ13a) implies Py, is a free A-module of rank r. Finally, (C3352) implies P is
locally free of rank r. O
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16. Chain Conditions

EXERCISE (16.2). — Let M be a finitely generated module over an arbitrary ring.
Show every set that generates M contains a finite subset that generates.

SOLUTION: Say M is generated by x1,...,z, and also by the y, for A € A. Say
Ti= Zj 2jYx;;- Then the yy,. generate M. ]

EXERCISE (16.8). — Let R be a ring, X a variable, R[X]| the polynomial ring.
Prove this statement or find a counterexample: if R[X] is Noetherian, then so is R.

SOLUTION: It’s true. Since R[X] is Noetherian, so is R[X]/(X) by (IE). But
the latter ring is isomorphic to R by (IR); so R is Noetherian. O

EXERCISE (16.9). — Let R C R’ be a ring extension with an R-linear retraction
p: R — R. Assume R’ is Noetherian, and prove R is too.

SOLUTION: Let a C R be an ideal. As R’ is Noetherian, aR’ is finitely generated.
But, by definition, a generates aR’. So by (IE2) there are aq, ..., a, that generate
aR'. Hence, given any a € a, there are x; € R’ such that a = a12] +--- + al,z,.
Applying p yields a = a1z1 + - -+ + anx, with x; := p(z;) € R. Thus a is finitely
generated. Thus R is Noetherian.

Alternatively, let a; C ag C --- be an ascending chain of ideals of R. Then
a1 R’ C agR’ C --- stabilizes as R’ is Noetherian. So p(a1R') C p(a2R’) C ---
stabilizes too. But p(a;R') = a;p(R’) = a;. Thus by (IEH), R is Noetherian. [

EXERCISE (16.15). — Let 0 — L = M 5, N = 0 be a short exact sequence of

R-modules, and M7, My two submodules of M. Prove or give a counterexample to
this statement: if 3(M;) = B(Mz) and a1 (M;) = a~1(M,), then My = Ms.

SOLUTION: The statement is false: form the exact sequence

0-RHRORLR -0
with a(r) := (r,0) and B(r, s) := s, and take
My :={(,2t) |t e R} and Msy:={(2t,¢)]|teR}.

(Geometrically, we can view M; as the line determined by the origin and the point
(1,2), and Ms as the line determined by the origin and the point (2,1). Then
B(My) = (M) =R, and a1 (M;) =a 1 (My) =0, but My # My in RGR.) O

EXERCISE (16.18). — Let R be a ring, aj,...,a, ideals such that each R/a; is a
Noetherian ring. Prove (1) that @@ R/a; is a Noetherian R-module, and (2) that,
if Na; =0, then R too is a Noetherian ring.

SOLUTION: Any R-submodule of R/a; is an ideal of R/a;. Since R/a; is a Noe-
therian ring, such an ideal is finitely generated as an (R/a;)-module, so as an R-
module as well. Thus R/a; is a Noetherian R-module. So @ R/a; is a Noetherian
R-module by (). Thus (1) holds.

To prove (2), note that the kernel of the natural map R — € R/a; is () a;, which
is 0 by hypothesis. So R can be identified with a submodule of the Noetherian
R-module @ R/a;. Hence R itself is a Noetherian R-module by (IEIH)(2). So R
is a Noetherian ring by (IEI3R). O
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EXERCISE (16.20). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, M and N finitely generated
modules. Show that Hom (M, N) is finitely generated.

SOLUTION: Say M is generated m elements. Then (EZIO) yields a surjection
R®™ —» M. Tt yields an inclusion Hom(M, N) — Hom(R™, N) by (EI8). But
Hom(R®™, N) = Hom(R, N)®™ = N9 by (EI52) and (E3). Plainly N®™ is
finitely generated as N is. Hence Hom(R®™, N) is finitely generated, so Noetherian
by (IEX™). Thus Hom(M, N) is finitely generated. O

EXERCISE (16.24). — Let R be a domain, R’ an algebra, and set K := Frac(R).
Assume R is Noetherian.

(1) [@, Thm.3] Assume R’ is a field containing R. Show R'/R is algebra finite if
and only if K/R is algebra finite and R'/K is (module) finite.

(2) [m, bot. p.77] Let K’ D R be a field that embeds in R’. Assume R'/R is
algebra finite. Show K/R is algebra finite and K’/K is finite.

SoruTIoN: For (1), first assume R’/R is algebra finite. Now, R C K C R’. So
R'/K is algebra finite. Thus R'/K is (module) finite by (I53) or (B=22A), and so
K/R is algebra finite by (IEZ2).

Conversely, say 1, ...,T,, are algebra generators for K/R, and say yi,...,Yn
are module generators for R'/K. Then clearly 1,...,Zm,41,...,Yyn are algebra
generators for R'/R. Thus (1) holds.

For (2), let m be any maximal ideal of R’, and set L := R'/m. Then L is a field,
RC K CK'CL,and L/R is algebra finite. So K/R is algebra finite and L/K is
finite by (1); whence, K’/K is finite too. Thus (2) holds. O

EXERCISE (16.28). — Let k be a field, R an algebra. Assume that R is finite
dimensional as a k-vector space. Prove that R is Noetherian and Artinian.

SOLUTION: View R as a vector space, and ideals as subspaces. Now, by a simple
dimension argument, any ascending or descending chain of subspaces of R stabilizes.
Thus R is Noetherian by (IIEH) and is Artinian by definition. O

EXERCISE (16.29). — Let p be a prime number, and set M := Z[l/p]/Z. Prove
that any Z-submodule N C M is either finite or all of M. Deduce that M is an
Artinian Z-module, and that it is not Noetherian.

SOLUTION: Given q € N, write ¢ = n/p® where n is relatively prime to p. Then
there is an m € Z with nm = 1 (mod p¢). Hence N 3 m(n/p®) = 1/p°, and so
1/p" =p~"(1/p¢) € N for any 0 < r < e. Therefore, either N = M, or there is a
largest integer e > 0 with 1/p® € N. In the second case, N is finite.

Let M 2 N; D Ny D --- be a descending chain. By what we just proved, each
N, is finite, say with n; elements. Then the sequence ny > ny > - -+ stabilizes; say
n; =nj41=---. But N; D Njy1 D ---,80 N; = N;y1 = ---. Thus M is Artinian.

Finally, suppose my,...,m, generate M, say m; = n;/p%. Set e := maxe;.
Then 1/p° generates M, a contradiction since 1/p¢*! € M. Thus M is not finitely
generated, and so not Noetherian. ([l

EXERCISE (16.30). — Let R be an Artinian ring. Prove that R is a field if it is a
domain. Deduce that in general every prime ideal p of R is maximal.



220 Solutions: (17.22)

SOLUTION: Take any nonzero element z € R, and consider the chain of ideals
() D (x?) D ---. Since R is Artinian, the chain stabilizes; so (z¢) = (z°*1) for
some e. Hence z¢az®t! for some a € R. If R is a domain, then we can cancel to
get 1 = ax; thus R is then a field.

In general, R/p is Artinian by (IBE=2A)(2). Now, R/p is also a domain by (22).
Hence, by what we just proved, R/p is a field. Thus p is maximal by (2ZI@). O

17. Associated Primes

EXERCISE (17.6). — Given modules M, ..., M,, set M := My @ --- @ M,.. Prove
Ass(M) = Ass(M;y) U---U Ass(M,.).

SOLUTION: Set N := My @ ---® M,. Then N, My C M. Also, M/N = M;. So
(CH) yields

Ass(N), Ass(My) C Ass(M) C Ass(N) U Ass(My).
So Ass(M) = Ass(N) U Ass(M;). The assertion follows by induction on r. O

EXERCISE (17.7). — Take R :=Z and M := Z/(2) ® Z. Find Ass(M) and find
two submodules L, N C M with L + N = M but Ass(L) U Ass(N) G Ass(M).

SoLUTION: First, we have Ass(M) = {(0), (2)} by (CCH) and (CZA)(2). Next,
take L :== R-(1,1) and N := R-(0,1). Then the canonical maps R — L and
R — N are isomorphisms. Hence both Ass(L) and Ass(N) are {(0)} by (ICZ3A)(2).
Finally, L + N = M because (a,b) =a - (1,1) + (b—a) - (0,1). O

EXERCISE (17.8). — If a prime p is sandwiched between two primes in Ass(M),
is p necessarily in Ass(M) too?

SoLuTION: No, for example, let R := k[X, Y] be the polynomial ring over a field.
Set M :=R® (R/(X,Y)) and p := (X). Then Ass(M) = Ass(R) U Ass(R/(X,Y))
by (CZH). Further, Ass(R) = (0) and Ass(R/(X,Y)) = (X,Y) by (CZ3A). O

EXERCISE (17.11). — Let R be a ring, and suppose R, is a domain for every
prime p. Prove every associated prime of R is minimal.

SOLUTION: Let p € Ass(R). Then pR, € Ass(R,) by (IZI0). By hypothesis,
R, is a domain. So pR, = (0) by (CZA). Hence p is a minimal prime of R by
(=) (2).

Alternatively, say p = Ann(z) with z € R. Then /1 # 0 in R,; otherwise, there
would be some s € R — p such that sz = 0, contradicting p = Ann(x). However,
for any y € p, we have zy/1 = 01in R,. Since R, is a domain and since z/1 # 0, we
must have y/1 = 0 in R,. So there exists some t € R — p such that ty = 0. Now,
p D q for some minimal prime q by (BI&). Suppose p # q. Then there is some
Yy € p —q. So there exists some t € R — p such that ty = 0 € q, contradicting the
primeness of q. Thus p = q; that is, p is minimal. (I

EXERCISE (17.16). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, M a module, N a submodule,
x € R. Show that, if z ¢ p for any p € Ass(M/N), then M NN = zN.

SoruTIoN: Trivially, N C M (| N. Conversely, take m € M with am € N.
Let m’ be the residue of m in M/N. Then xm’ = 0. By (CIH), = ¢ z.div(M/N).
Som’ =0. Som € N. Soxm € xN. Thus zM (N C xN, as desired. O
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EXERCISE (17.22). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, a an ideal. Prove the primes
minimal containing a are associated to a. Prove such primes are finite in number.

SOLUTION: Since a = Ann(R/a), the primes in question are the primes minimal
in Supp(R/a) by (IE3X21)(3). So they are associated to a by (CZIR), and they are
finite in number by (ICZ=ZM). O

EXERCISE (17.23). — Take R := Z and M := Z in (C20). Determine when a
chain 0 C M; G M is acceptable, and show that then py ¢ Ass(M).

SoLuTION: If the chain is acceptable, then M7 # 0 as M7/0 ~ R/p1, and M; is
a prime ideal as M7 = Ann(M/M;) = p2. Conversely, the chain is acceptable if M;
is a nonzero prime ideal p, as then M;/0 ~ R/0 and M /My ~ R/p.

Finally, Ass(M) = 0 by (ITZ3A). Further, as just observed, given any acceptable
chain, py = My # 0. So po ¢ Ass(M). O

EXERCISE (17.24). — Take R :=Z and M := Z/(12) in (C20). Find all three
acceptable chains, and show that, in each case, {p;} = Ass(M).

SOLUTION: An acceptable chain in M corresponds to a chain
(12) C (a1) C (a2) C --- C (an) = Z.

Here (a1)/(12) ~ Z/{p1) with p; prime. So a;p; = 12. Hence the possibilities are
p1 =2, a1 =6 and p; = 3, a; = 4. Further, {(as)/{a1) ~ Z/(p2) with ps prime. So
asps = ay. Hence, if a; = 6, then the possibilities are po = 2, as = 3 and py = 3,
as = 2; if a; = 4, then the only possibility is po = 2 and ay = 2. In each case, a9 is
prime; hence, n = 3, and these three chains are the only possibilities. Conversely,
each of these three possibilities, clearly, does arise.

In each case, {p;} = {(2), (3)}. Hence (C2IM) yields Ass(M) C {(2), (3)}. For
any M, if 0 C My C --- C M is an acceptable chain, then (ICCH) and (ICZA)(2)
yield Ass(M) D Ass(M1) = {p1}. Here, there’s one chain with p; = (2) and another
with p1 = (3); hence, Ass(M) D {(2), (3)}. Thus Ass(M) = {(2), (3)}. O

EXERCISE (17.26). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, a an ideal, and M a finitely
generated module. Show that the following conditions are equivalent:
(1) V(a) N Ass(M) = 0;
(2) Hom(N, M) = 0 for all finitely generated modules N with Supp(N) C V(a)
(3) Hom(N, M) = 0 for some finitely generated module N with Supp(N) = V(a)
(4) a ¢ z.div(M); that is, there is a nonzerodivisor  on M in a;
(5) a ¢ p for any p € Ass(M).

i
b

SoLUTION: Assume (1). Then Supp(N) N Ass(M) = @ for any module N with
Supp(N) C V(a). Hence Ass(Hom(N, M)) = () by (C2H). So Hom(N, M) =0
by (CZI3). Thus (2) holds. Clearly (2) with N := R/a implies (3).

Assume (3). Then Ass(Hom(N, M)) = 0 by (ECI3). So V(a) N Ass(M) = 0 by
(CZ8). Thus (1) holds. Clearly (1) and (5) are equivalent.

Finally, z.div(M) = Upeass(ary P by (EZIF). So (4) implies (5). Moreover, the
union is finite by (CZ=2M); so (BI™) and (5) yield (4). O

18. Primary Decomposition
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EXERCISE (18.6). — Let R be a ring, and p = (p) a principal prime generated by
a nonzerodivisor p. Show every positive power p™ is p-primary, and conversely, if
R is Noetherian, then every p-primary ideal q is equal to some power p™.

SOLUTION: Let’s proceed by induction. Form the exact sequence
0—p"/p"t = R/p"T = R/p™ — 0.

Consider the map R — p™/p™*! given by x — zp™. It is surjective, and its kernel
is p as p is a nonzerodivisor. Hence R/p —= p"/p"*Tl. But Ass(R/p) = {p}
by (CZA)(2). Hence (CA) yields Ass(R/p™) = {p} for every n > 1, as desired.
Conversely, p = /q by (IEH). So p" € q for some n; take n minimal. Then
p" C g. Suppose there is an z € q — p". Say x = yp™ for some y and m > 0. Then
m < n as x ¢ p"”. Take m maximal. Now, p™ ¢ q as n is minimal. So (IEXH)
yields y € q¢ C p. Hence y = 2zp for some z. Then x = zp™*!, contradicting the
maximality of m. Thus q = p”™. O

EXERCISE (18.7). — Let k be a field, and k[X,Y] the polynomial ring. Let a be
the ideal (X2, XY). Show a is not primary, but /a is prime. Show a satisfies this
condition: ab € a implies a? € a or b2 € a.

SoLuTION: First, (X) is prime by (2ZI0). But (X?2) C a C (X). So va = (X)
by (B333). On the other hand, XY € a, but X ¢ a and Y ¢ \/a; thus a is not
primary by (IBEH). If ab € a, then X |a or X | b, so a® € a or b* € a. O

EXERCISE (18.8). — Let ¢: R — R’ be a homomorphism of Noetherian rings, and
q C R’ a p-primary ideal. Show that ¢~'q C R is ¢~ 'p-primary. Show that the
converse holds if ¢ is surjective.

SOLUTION: Let xy € ¢~ 1q, but x ¢ ¢ ~1q. Then ¢(x)p(y) € q, but p(z) ¢ q.
So p(y)™ € q for some n > 1 by (IEA). Hence, y" € ¢~ 'q. So ¢~ 1q is primary
by (IE3). Its radical is ¢~ 'p as p = ,/q, and taking the radical commutes with
taking the inverse image by (B=2H). The converse can be proved similarly. ([l

EXERCISE (18.17). — Let k be a field, R := k[X,Y, Z] be the polynomial ring.
Set a:= (XY, X —YZ), set q; := (X, Z) and set gy := (Y2, X — Y Z). Show that
a = q1Nq2 holds and that this expression is an irredundant primary decomposition.

SOLUTION: First, XY =Y (X -Y Z)+Y?2Z € qo. Hence a C q;Nqse. Conversely,
take FF € q1 Nqe. Then F € qg, 80 F = GY? + H(X — Y Z) with G, H € R. But
Feqi,s0Ge€qq;say G=AX + BZ with A, B € R. Then

F=(AY + B)XY + (H - BY)(X — ZY) € a.
Thus a D q; Ng2. Thus a = g1 N g2 holds.

Finally, g1 is prime by (ZIO). Now, using (IXR), let’s show g2 is (X,Y)-
primary. Form ¢: k[X,Y, Z] — k[Y, Z] with ¢(X) := Y Z. Clearly, q2 = ¢ 1(Y?)
and (X, Y) = ¢~ 1(Y); also, (Y?) is (Y)-primary by (IE2). Thus a = q; Nqz is a
primary decomposition. It is irredundant as q; and (X,Y") are distinct. O

EXERCISE (18.18). — Let R := R’ x R” be a product of two domains. Find an
irredundant primary decomposition of (0).

SOLUTION: Set p’ := (0) x R” and p” := R” x (0). Then p’ and p” are prime by
(2Z1m), so primary by (ICZA)(2). Clearly (0) = p’ Np”. Thus this representation is
a primary decomposition; it is irredundant as both p’ and p” are needed. ([l
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EXERCISE (18.22). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, a an ideal, and M a finitely
generated module. Consider the following submodule of M:

La(M) :==U,>,{m € M | a"m = 0 for some n > 1}.

(1) For any decomposition 0 = ()@Q; with Q; p;-primary, show I's(M) = ,,, Qi
(2) Show I'y(M) is the set of all m € M such that m/1 € M, vanishes for every
prime p with a ¢ p. (Thus I'; (M) is the set of all m whose support lies in V(a).)

SoLuTION: For (1), given m € T'y(M), say a™m = 0. Given ¢ with a ¢ p;, take
a € a—p;. Then a"m =0 € Q;. Hence m € Q; by (IEA). Thus m € ﬂa@i Q.

Conversely, given m € (4, @i, take any j with a C p;. Then p; = nil(M/Q;)
by (IB33). So there is n; with a™m C Q. Set n := max{n;}. Then a"m C Q; for
all 4, whether a C p; or not. Hence a"m € (Q; = 0. Thus m € T'y(M).

For (2), given m € T'y(M), say a"m = 0. Given a prime p with a ¢ p, take
a € a—yp. Then a"m =0 and a” ¢ p. So m/1 € M, vanishes.

Conversely, given an m € M such that m/1 € M, vanishes for every prime p
with a ¢ p, consider a decomposition 0 = () Q; with @Q; p;-primary; one exists by
(I=2m). By (1), it suffices to show m € Q; if a ¢ p;. But m/1 € M, vanishes. So
there’s an a € R — p; with am =0 € @Q;. So (IEA) yields m € Q;, as desired. O

EXERCISE (18.26). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, M a finitely generated module,
N a submodule. Prove N = [, xss(21/n) ©p H(Np).

SOLUTION: (IEZM) yields an irredundant primary decomposition N = (] Q;.
Say @Q; is p;-primary. Then {p;}] = Ass(M/N) by (IZ=21). Also, (IZ=2A) yields
%_il (Np.) = nijpi Q;- Thus (] %_il (Np,) = ﬂq(ﬂmcpi Qj) =N, Qi=N. O

EXERCISE (18.27). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, p a prime. Its nth symbolic
power p(™ is defined as the saturation (p™)% where S := R — p.

(1) Show p(™ is the p-primary component of p™.
(2) Show p(™*™) is the p-primary component of p(™)p(™).
(3) Show p(™ = p™ if and only if p™ is p-primary.
hy

(

SoLUTION: Note p is minimal in V(p™). But V(p™) Supp(R/p™) by (IE3Z2)(3).
Hence p is minimal in Ass(R/p™) by (ICZIR) and (CZ3). Thus (IX2ZH) yields (1).

Notice (IIT)(3) yields (p(™p(™)S = p(m+n) Thus (I8=Z3) yields (2).

If p(®) = p™, then p™ is p-primary by (1). Conversely, if p™ is p-primary, then
p™ = p(™) because primary ideals are saturated by (IE=Z3). Thus (3) holds.

For (4), recall p = \/q by (IZF). So q D p" for all large n by (B33). Hence
g% > p™. But ¢° = q by (IE=23) since pN (R — p) = 0. Thus (4) holds. O

Given a p-primary ideal q, show q D p(™ for all large n.

EXERCISE (18.28). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, (0) = q1N- - -Ng,, an irredundant
primary decomposition. Set p; := /q; fori =1,...,n.

(1) Suppose p; is minimal for some i. Show q; = pgr) for all large 7.

(2) Suppose p; is not minimal for some ¢. Show that replacing q; by pgr) for large
r gives infinitely many distinct irredundant primary decompositions of (0).
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SOLUTION: Set A := R,, and m := p,A. Then A is Noetherian by (IE2).
Suppose p; is minimal. Then m is the only prime in A. So m = \/@ by the
Scheinnullstellensatz (B=2d). So m” = 0 for all large r by (B332). So p(") = q; by
Lemma (IX23) and the Second Uniqueness Theorem (IR2H). Thus (1) holds.

Suppose p; is not minimal. Assume m” = m’*! for some r. Then m" = 0
by Nakayama’s Lemma (IOLIM). Hence m is minimal. So p; is too, contrary to
hypothesis. Thus by (ICI-TH)(1), the powers pz(-r) are distinct.

However, q; D p'” for all large r by (IE=Z2)(4). Hence (0) = p{”) N M2 95-
But pgr) is p;-primary by (IEZ@)(1). Thus replacing q; by pgr) for large r gives
infinitely many distinct primary decompositions of (0).

These decompositions are irredundant owing to two applications of (IXTH). A
first yields {p;} = Ass(R) as (0)q; N---N gy, is irredundant. So a second yields the
desired irredundancy. O

EXERCISE (18.30). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, m C rad(R) an ideal, M a
finitely generated module, and M’ a submodule. Considering M/M’, show that
M’ = (50(m" M + ).
SoLUTION: Set N := (5o m"(M/M’). Then by (IE2H), there is x € m such
that (1+2)N = 0. By (B2), 1+ z is a unit since m C rad(R). So N = 0. But

m™(M/M')(m"M + M')/M’. Thus ((m"M + M') /M’ =0, as desired. O
19. Length
EXERCISE (19.2). — Let R be a ring, M a module. Prove these statements:

(1) If M is simple, then any nonzero element m € M generates M.

(2) M is simple if and only if M ~ R/m for some maximal ideal m, and if so,
then m = Ann(M).

(3) If M has finite length, then M is finitely generated.

SOLUTION: Obviously, Rm is a nonzero submodule. So it is equal to M, because
M is simple. Thus (1) holds.

Assume M is simple. Then M is cyclic by (1). So M ~ R/m for m := Ann(M)
by (EZ@). Since M is simple, m is maximal owing to the bijective correspondence
of (A). By the same token, if, conversely, M ~ R/m with m maximal, then M is
simple. Thus (2) holds.

Assume (M) < co. Let M = My D M; D --- D M, = 0 be a composition
series. If m = 0, then M = 0. Assume m > 1. Then M; has a composition series
of length m — 1. So, by induction on m, we may assume M; is finitely generated.
Further, M /M is simple, so finitely generated by (1). Hence M is finitely generated
by (IBEIH)(1). Thus (3) holds. O

EXERCISE (19.4). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, M a finitely generated module.
Prove the equivalence of the following three conditions:

(1) that M has finite length;

(2) that Supp(M) consists entirely of maximal ideals;

(3) that Ass(M) consists entirely of maximal ideals.

Prove that, if the conditions hold, then Ass(M) and Supp(M) are equal and finite.
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SOLUTION: Assume (1). Then (IX3) yields (2).

Assume (2). Then (C20) and (TIA)(2) yield (1). Further, (CZ3A) yields (3).

Finally, assume (3). Then (CZA) and () imply that Ass(M) and Supp(M)
are equal and consist entirely of maximal ideals. In particular, (2) holds. However,
Ass(M) is finite by (IZ2M). Thus the last assertion holds. O

EXERCISE (19.5). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, q a p-primary ideal. Consider
chains of primary ideals from ¢ to p. Show (1) all such chains have length at most
¢(A)—1 where A := (R/q), and (2) all maximal chains have length exactly £(A)—1.

SOLUTION: There is a natural bijective correspondence between the p-primary
ideals containing q and the (p/q)-primary ideals of R/q, owing to (IZX). In turn,
there is one between the latter ideals and the ideals of A primary for its maximal
ideal m, owing to (I83R) again and also to (B23) with M := A.

However, p = 1/q by (IEE). So m = /(0). Hence every ideal of A is m-primary
by (IETM). Further, m is the only prime of A; so ¢(A) is finite by (CLA) with
M := A. Hence (L3A) with M := A yields (1) and (2). O

EXERCISE (19.8). — Let k be a field, R an algebra-finite extension. Prove that R
is Artinian if and only if R is a finite-dimensional k-vector space.

SOLUTION: As k is Noetherian by (IB) and as R/k is algebra-finite, R is
Noetherian by (IBIA). Assume R is Artinian. Then ¢(R) < oo by (CLH). So R
has a composition series. The successive quotients are isomorphic to residue class
fields by (L2)(2). These fields are finitely generated k-algebras, as R is. Hence
these fields are finite extension fields of k by the Zariski Nullstellensatz. Thus R is
a finite-dimensional k-vector space. The converse holds by (IBE2X). (]

EXERCISE (19.10). — Let & be a field, A a local k-algebra. Assume the map from
k to the residue field is bijective. Given an A-module M, prove ¢(M) = dimy(M).

SoruTioN: If M = 0, then ¢(M) = 0 and dimg(M) = 0. If M ~ k, then
(M) =1 and dimg(M) = 1. Assume 1 < ¢(M) < oo. Then M has a submodule
M’ with M/M' ~ k. So Additivity of Length, (M), yields ¢(M') = ¢(M) — 1
and dimg(M’) = dimg(M) — 1. Hence £(M') = dimg(M’) by induction on £(M).
Thus ¢(M) = dimy (M).

If ¢(M) = oo, then for every m > 1, there exists a chain of submodules,

M =My 2 M 2---2 M, =0.
Hence dimg (M) = oo. O
EXERCISE (19.12). — Prove these conditions on a Noetherian ring R equivalent:

(1) that R is Artinian;
(2) that Spec(R) is discrete and finite;
(3) that Spec(R) is discrete.

SorLuTION: Condition (1) holds, by (IX), if and only if Spec(R) consists of
finitely points and each is a maximal ideal. But a prime p is a maximal ideal if and
only if {p} is closed in Spec(R) by (IZ3A). It follows that (1) and (2) are equivalent.

Trivially, (2) implies (3). Conversely, (3) implies (2), since Spec(R) is quasi-
compact by (IE3=20). Thus all three conditions are equivalent. ([l

EXERCISE (19.13). — Let R be an Artinian ring. Show that rad(R) is nilpotent.
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SoLuTION: Set m := rad(R). Then m D m? D --- is a descending chain. So
m” =m" ! for some r. But R is Noetherian by (IEIT). So m is finitely generated.
Thus Nakayama’s Lemma (IOLIW) yields m”™ = 0.

Alternatively, R is Noetherian and dim R = 0 by (CLIW). So rad(R) is finitely
generated and rad(R) = nil(R). Thus (B=32) implies m” = 0 for some r. O

EXERCISE (19.16). — Let R be a ring, p a prime ideal, and R’ a module-finite
R-algebra. Show that R’ has only finitely many primes p’ over p, as follows: reduce
to the case that R is a field by localizing at p and passing to the residue rings.

SOLUTION: First note that, if p’ C R’ is a prime lying over p, then p'R| C R), is
a prime lying over the maximal ideal pR,. Hence, by (I=20)(2), it suffices to show
that R has only finitely many such primes. Note also that R;J is module-finite over
R,. Hence we may replace R and R’ by R, and R , and thus assume that p is
the unique maximal ideal of R. Similarly, we may replace R and R’ by R/p and
R'/pR’, and thus assume that R is a field.

There are a couple of ways to finish. First, R’ is now Artinian by (ICIH) or by
(IBEZR); hence, R’ has only finitely many primes by (). Alternatively, every
prime is now minimal by incomparability (IZ=3)(2). Further, R’ is Noetherian by
(MET2); hence, R’ has only finitely many minimal primes by (ICZ2232). O

EXERCISE (19.18). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, and M a finitely generated
module. Prove the following four conditions are equivalent:

(1) that M has finite length;

(2) that M is annihilated by some finite product of maximal ideals [] m;;
(3) that every prime p containing Ann(M) is maximal,

(4) that R/Ann(M) is Artinian.

SoOLUTION: Assume (1). Let M = My D --- D M,, = 0 be a composition series;
set m; := Ann(M;_1/M;). Then m; is maximal by (CI2A)(2). Also, m;M;_1 C M,.
Hence m; - - -my My C M;. Thus (2) holds.

Assume (2). Let p be a prime containing Ann(M). Then p D [[m;. Sop D m;
for some ¢ by (E22). So p = m; as m; is maximal. Thus (3) holds.

Assume (3). Then dim(R/Ann(M)) = 0. But, by (IBE), any quotient of R is
Noetherian. Thus (W) yields (4).

If (4) holds, then (ITA) yields (1), because M is a finitely generated module
over R/ Ann(M). O

20. Hilbert Functions

EXERCISE (20.5). — Let k be a field, k[X,Y] the polynomial ring. Show (X, Y?)
and (X?2,Y?) have different Hilbert Series, but the same Hilbert Polynomial.

SoLuTION: Set m := (X,Y) and a := (X,Y?) and b := (X2,Y?). They are
graded by degree. So f(a;) = 1, and ¢(a,) = €(m,) for all n > 2. Further,
£(b1) =0, £(by) =2, and 4(b,,) = E( n) or n > 3. Thus the three ideals have the
same Hilbert Polynomial, namely h(n) = n + 1, but different Hilbert Series. (I
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EXERCISE (20.6). — Let R = @ R,, be a graded ring, M = @ M,, a graded R-
module. Let N = @ N,, be a homogeneous submodule; that is, N,, = N N M,,.
Assume Ry is Artinian, R is a finitely generated Rg-algebra, and M is a finitely
generated R-module. Set

N’ :={m € M | there is ko such that Rym C N for all k > ko }.

(1) Prove that N’ is a homogeneous submodule of M with the same Hilbert
Polynomial as N, and that N’ is the largest such submodule containing N.

(2) Let N = (1 Q; be a decomposition with @Q; p;-primary. Set Ry = @,,., Rn-
Prove that N =, 4p, Qi-

SOLUTION: Given m =Y . m; € N', say Rym C N. Then Rym; C N since N is
homogeneous. Hence m; € N’. Thus N’ is homogeneous.

By (1MW) and (ET2A), R is Noetherian. So N’ is finitely generated by (IIEI9).
Let ny,...,n, be homogeneous generators of N’ with n; € Ny,; set k' := max{k;}.
There is k such that Ryn; C N for all i. Given ¢ > k + K/, take n € N, and write
n = Zyini with y; € Ry_g,. Then y;n; € Ny for all i. So n € N,. Thus Né =Ny
for all ¢ > k+ k’. Thus N and N’ have the same Hilbert polynomial.

Say N” D N, and both have the same Hilbert Polynomial. Then there is kg with
((N]!) = ¢(Ny) for all k > ky. So N;/ = Ny, for all k > ko. So, if n € N”, then
Rin C N for all k > kg. Thus N” C N’. Thus (1) holds.

To prove (2), note 0 = ((Q;/N) in M/N. By (IEZ22),

Tr, (M/N)= [ (Qi/N).
pipRy
But clearly I'r, (M/N) = N'/N. Thus N' =\, 55, Qi O
EXERCISE (20.9). — Let k be a field, P := k[X,Y, Z] the polynomial ring in three

variables, f € P a homogeneous polynomial of degree d > 1. Set R := P/(f). Find
the coefficients of the Hilbert Polynomial h(R,n) explicitly in terms of d.

SoLUTION: Clearly, the following sequence is exact:
0— P(—d) X5 P R—0.
Hence, Additivity of Length, (ELH), yields A(R,n) = h(P,n) — h(P(—d),n). But
P(—=d), = P(n —d), so h(P(—d),n) = h(P,n — d). Therefore, (BILA) yields
h(R,n) = (*3") = (*75™") = dn — (d = 3)d/2. O
EXERCISE (20.10). — Under the conditions of (PILR), assume there is a homoge-

neous nonzerodivisor f € R with My = 0. Prove degh(R,n) > degh(M,n); start
with the case M := R/(f*).

SOLUTION: Suppose M := R/(f*). Set c := kdeg f. Form the exact sequence
0 — R(—c¢) % R — M — 0 where p is multiplication by f*. Then Additivity of
Length (CLA) yields h(M,n) = h(R,n) — h(R,n — ¢). But

h(R,n) = (gfll)),nd_l +--+ and h(R,n—c)= (5511))! (n—c)4 14 ...

by (EIR). Thus degh(R,n) > deg h(M,n).

In the general case, there is k with f*M = 0 by (TZZ0). Set M’ := R/(f*).
Then generators m; € M., for 1 < i < r yield a surjection &, M'(—c;) —» M.
Hence ), ¢(M),_.) > £(M,) for all n. But degh(M’'(—c;),n) = degh(M’',n).
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Hence degh(M',n) > degh(M,n). But degh(R,n) > degh(M’,n) by the first
case. Thus deg h(R,n) > deg h(M,n). O
EXERCISE (20.15). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, q an ideal, and M a finitely
generated module. Assume ¢(M/qM) < co. Set m := /q. Show
deg pm(M,n) = deg pq(M,n).
SOLUTION: There is an m such that m D ¢ D m™ by (832). Hence
m"M D q"M D>m"" M
for all n > 0. Dividing into M and extracting lengths yields
L(M/m" M) < L(M/q"M) < {(M/m™"M).

Therefore, for large n, we get

Pr(M, 1) < py(M, 1) < pu(M, ).

The two extremes are polynomials in n with the same degree, say d, (but not the
same leading coefficient). Dividing by n and letting n — 0o, we conclude that the
polynomial pq(M,n) also has degree d. |

EXERCISE (20.19). — Derive the Krull Intersection Theorem, (IE=ZH), from the
Artin—Rees Lemma, (2IZIR).

SOLUTION: In the notation of (IX=2ZH), we must prove that N = aN. So apply
the Artin—Rees Lemma to NV and the a-adic filtration of M; we get an m such that
a(NnamM)=Nna™ M. But NNa"M = N for all n > 0. Thus N =aN. O

20. Appendix: Homogeneity

EXERCISE (20.22). — Let R = P R, be a graded ring, M = P,,,,, Mn a graded

n>n
module, a C @, R a homogeneous ideal. Assume M = aM. Show M = 0.
SOLUTION: Suppose M # 0; say My, # 0. Note M = alM C @n>n0 M,,; hence
M, =0, a contradiction. Thus M = 0. g

EXERCISE (20.23). — Let R = @ R,, be a Noetherian graded ring, M = @ M,, a
finitely generated graded R-module, N = @ N,, a homogeneous submodule. Set

N :={meM|R,meN foralln>>0}.

Show that N’ is the largest homogeneous submodule of M containing N and having,
for all n > 0, its degree-n homogeneous component N/ equal to N,,.

SoLuTION: Given m,m’ € N’, say R,m, R,m’ € N for n > 0. Let x € R.
Then R,(m +m’), Ryam € N for n > 0. So N’ C M is a submodule. Trivially
N C N'. Let m; be a homogeneous component of m. Then R,m; € N for n > 0
as N is homogeneous. Thus N’ C M is a homogeneous submodule containing N.

Since R is Noetherian and M is finitely generated, N’ is finitely generated, say
by ¢,9',...,9). Then there is ng with R,g, Rng,..., Rng™ € N for n > ny.
Replace g, ¢/, . .., 9" by their homogeneous components. Say g, ¢’,...,¢") are now
of degrees d,d’,...,d") withd >d >--->d". Set ny :=d+ ny.

Given m € N, with n > ny, say m = zg + 2'¢' + --- with z € R,,_4 and
2 € Ryp_y andsoon. Thennyg <n—-d<n-d < ---. Hence m € N,,. Thus
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N/ C N,. But N’ D N. Thus N;, = N,, for n > nq, as desired.
Let N” = @ N]/ € M be homogeneous with N/ = N,, for n > ny. Let m € N”
and p > ny. Then R,m € @,,,,, N;) C N. Som € N'. Thus N C N'. O

n>n

EXERCISE (20.25). — Let R be a graded ring, a a homogeneous ideal, and M a
graded module. Prove that v/a and Ann(M) and nil(M) are homogeneous.

SOLUTION: Take z = > /2" x; € R with the x; the homogeneous components.

First, suppose z € v/a. Say z¥ € a. Either ¥ vanishes or it is the initial
component of z¥. But a is homogeneous. So ¥ € a. So z, € Va. So x — z, € \/a
by (B22M). So all the z; are in y/a by induction on n. Thus /a is homogeneous.

Second, suppose x € Ann(M). Let m € M. Then 0 = om = Y a;m. If m
is homogeneous, then xz;m = 0 for all 4, since M is graded. But M has a set of
homogeneous generators. Thus z; € Ann(M) for all i, as desired.

Finally, nil(M) is homogeneous, as nil(M) = /Ann(M) by (I32R). O

EXERCISE (20.26). — Let R be a Noetherian graded ring, M a finitely generated
graded module, @) a submodule. Let Q@* C @ be the submodule generated by the
homogeneous elements of (). Assume @ is primary. Then Q* is primary too.

SOLUTION: Let x € R and m € M be homogeneous with xm € Q*. Assume
r ¢ nil(M/Q*). Then, given ¢ > 1, there is m’ € M with z‘m’ ¢ Q*. So m' has
a homogeneous component m” with z‘m” ¢ Q*. Then z‘m” ¢ Q by definition
of @*. Thus z ¢ nil(M/Q). Since Q is primary, m € @ by (IEQ). Since m is
homogeneous, m € Q*. Thus Q* is primary by (EI2A). O
EXERCISE (20.30). — Under the conditions of (EILR), assume that R is a domain
and that its integral closure R in Frac(R) is a finitely generated R-module.

(1) Prove that there is a homogeneous f € R with Ry = Ry.

(2) Prove that the Hilbert Polynomials of R and R have the same degree and
same leading coefficient.

SOLUTION: Let z1,...,2, be homogeneous generators of R as an R-module.
Write z; = aiibi with a;,b; € R homogeneous. Set f := [[b;. Then fz; € R
for each i. So Ry = Ry. Thus (1) holds.

Consider the short exact sequence 0 -+ R — R — R/R — 0. Then (R/R); =0
by (C22m). So deg h(R/R,n) < deg h(R,n) by (BIIO) and (1). But

h(R,n) = h(R,n) + h(R/R,n)
by (CLH) and (BIR). Thus (2) holds. O

21. Dimension

EXERCISE (21.6). — Let A be a Noetherian local ring, N a finitely generated
module, y1,...,y, asop for N. Set N; := N/{y1,...,y;)N. Show dim(V;) = r — 1.

SoruTION: First, dim(N) = r by (BIA). Then dim(N;) > dim(N;_1) — 1 for all

i by (BIH), and dim(N,.) = 0 by (CLIR). So dim(N;) = r — i for all i. O
EXERCISE (21.9). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, and p be a prime minimal
containing z1,...,z,. Given r’ with 1 < ¢/ < r, set R’ := R/(z1,...,z) and

p’ :=p/{x1,...,2). Assume ht(p) = r. Prove ht(p’) =r — 1.
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SOLUTION: Let 2} € R’ be the residue of x;. Then p’ is minimal containing
Ty, .2, by (F) and (222). So ht(p’) < r — 7' by (EZIR).

On the other hand, R, = R by (I2Z3), and R, = Ry/(z1/1,...,2,//1) by
(=222) Hence dim(R2,,) > dim(R,) — r’ by repeated application of (BTH) with
R, for both R and M. So ht(p") > r — ' by (ZIZZ), as required. O

EXERCISE (21.11). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, p a prime of height at least 2.
Prove that p is the union of height-1 primes, but not of finitely many.

SOLUTION: If p were the union of finitely many height-1 primes, then by Prime
Avoidance (B19), one would be equal to p, a contradiction.

To prove p is the union of height-1 primes, we may replace R by R/q where q C p
is a minimal prime, as preimage commutes with union. Thus we may assume R
is a domain. Given a nonzero z € p, let g, C p be a minimal prime of (x). Then
ht(q,) = 1 by the Krull Principal Theorem (EIId). Plainly Jq. = p. O

EXERCISE (21.12). — Let R be a Noetherian ring. Prove the following equivalent:

(1) R has only finitely many primes.
(2) R has only finitely many height-1 primes.
(3) R is semilocal of dimension 1.

SoLuTION: Trivially, (1) implies (2).

Assume (2). By (EIZI), there’s no prime of height at least 2. Thus dim(R) < 1.
So every prime is either of height 1 or of height 0. But the height-0 primes are
minimal, so finite in number by (CZZ2A). Hence R is semilocal. Thus (3) holds.

Finally, assume (3). Again, every prime is either of height 1 or of height 0, and
the the height-0 primes are finite in number. But the height-1 primes are maximal,
so finite in number. Thus (1) holds. (]

EXERCISE (21.13) (Artin-Tate [M, Thm.4]). — Let R be a Noetherian domain,
and set K := Frac(R). Prove the following equivalent:

(1) K = Ry for some nonzero f € R.

(2) K is algebra finite over R.

(3) Some nonzero f € R lies in every nonzero prime.
(4) R has only finitely many height-1 primes.

(5) R is semilocal of dimension 1.

SOLUTION: By (ITI3), (1) implies (2).

Assume (2), and say K = R[z1,...,2,]. Let f be a common denominator of the
z;. Then given any y € K, clearly f™y € R for some m > 1.

Let p C R be a nonzero prime. Take a nonzero z € p. By the above, f™(1/z) € R
for some m > 1. So f™(1/z)z € p. So f € p. Thus (2) implies (3).

Assume (3). Given 0 # y € R, the Scheinnullstellensatz (B=29) yields f € /(y).
So f™ = zy for some n > 1 and z € R. So 1/y = x/f™. Thus (3) implies (1).

Again assume (3). Let p be a height-1 prime. Then f € p. So p is minimal
containing (f). So p is one of finitely many primes by (CZZ22). Thus (4) holds.

Conversely, assume (4). Take a nonzero element in each height-1 prime, and let
f be their product. Then f lies in every height-1 prime. But every nonzero prime
contains a height-1 prime owing to the Dimension Theorem (ET=A). Thus (3) holds.

Finally, (4) and (5) are equivalent by (ET-13). O
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EXERCISE (21.14). — Let R be a domain. Prove that, if R is a UFD, then every
height-1 prime is principal, and that the converse holds if R is Noetherian.

SOLUTION: Let p be a height-1 prime. Then there’s a nonzero x € p. Factor x.
One prime factor p must lie in p as p is prime. Then (p) is a prime ideal as p is a
prime element by (Z8). But (p) C p and ht(p) = 1. Thus, (p) =p.

Conversely, assume every height-1 prime is principal and assume R is Noetherian.
To prove R is a UFD, it suffices to prove every irreducible element p is prime (see
B, Ch. 11, Sec. 2, pp. 392-396]). Let p be a prime minimal containing p. By Krull’s
Principal Ideal Theorem, ht(p) = 1. So p = (z) for some z. Then z is prime by
(Z1). And p = xy for some y as p € p . But p is irreducible. So y is a unit. Thus
p is prime, as desired. (I

EXERCISE (21.15). — (1) Let A be a Noetherian local ring with a principal prime
p of height at least 1. Prove A is a domain by showing any prime q & p is (0).

(2) Let k be a field, P := k[[X]] the formal power series ring in one variable.
Set R := P x P. Prove that R is Noetherian and semilocal, and that R contains a
principal prime p of height 1, but that R is not a domain.

SoLuTION: To prove (1), say p = (z). Take y € q. Then y = ax for some a. But
x ¢ q since q g p. Hence a € q. Thus q = qz. But z lies in the maximal ideal of the
local ring A, and q is finitely generated since A is Noetherian. Hence Nakayama’s
Lemma (OZI) yields g = (0). Thus (0) is prime, and so A is a domain.

Alternatively, as a € q, also a = a1z with a1 € q. Repeating yields an ascending
chain of ideals (a) C (a1) C {(a2) C ---. It stabilizes as A is Noetherian: there’s a k
such that ay € (ax—1). Then a = bax_1 = bayx for some b. So ax(1—bzx) = 0. But
1 — bz is a unit by (BH) as A is local. So ap = 0. Thus y =0, so A is a domain.

As to (2), every nonzero ideal of P is of the form (X™) by (8I). Hence P is
Noetherian. Thus R is Noetherian by (IET2).

The primes of R are of the form q x P or P x q where q is a prime of P by (2IT).
Further, m := (X) is the unique maximal ideal by (BZI0). Hence R has just two
maximal ideals m x P and P x m. Thus R is semilocal.

Set p := ((X,1)). Then p = mx P. So p is a principal prime. Further, p contains
just one other prime 0 x P. Thus ht(p) = 1.

Finally, R is not a domain as (1,0) - (0,1) = 0. O

EXERCISE (21.16). — Let R be a finitely generated algebra over a field. Assume
R is a domain of dimension r. Let z € R be neither 0 nor a unit. Set R’ := R/(x).
Prove that r — 1 is the length of any chain of primes in R’ of maximal length.

SOLUTION: A chain of primes in R’ of maximal length lifts to a chain of primes
pi in R of maximal length with (z) € p1 G --- G pg. As z is not a unit, d > 1.
As z # 0, also p; # 0. But R is a domain. So Krull’s Principal Ideal Theorem,
(BT3), yields htp; =1. S0 0S p1 & -+ G p, is of maximal length in R. But R is
a finitely generated algebra over a field. Hence d = dim R by (IE4). O

EXERCISE (21.18). — Let R be a Noetherian ring. Show that
dim(R[X]) = dim(R) + 1.
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SOLUTION: Let P be a prime ideal of R[X], and p its contraction in R. Then
R, — R[X|y is a flat local homomorphism by (IE3Z@). Hence (RI-IA) yields

dim(R[X]q) = dim(R,) + dim(R[X]yp /pR[X]qy). (21.18.1)

Set k := Frac(R/p). Then R[X]q /pR[X]yp = k[X]yp owing to (IZ7) and (II=27)
and (II30). But k[X] is a PID, so dim(k[X]yp) < 1. Plainly, dim(R,) < dim(R).
So (BTIE) yields dim(R[X]y) < dim(R) 4+ 1. Thus dim(R[X]) < dim(R) + 1.
Finally, the opposite inequality holds by (IE-TH). O

EXERCISE (21.19). — Let A be a Noetherian local ring of dimension r. Let m be
the maximal ideal, and k := A/m the residue class field. Prove that

r < dimg (m/m?),
with equality if and only if m is generated by r elements.

SoLuTION: By (2I), dim(A) is the smallest number of elements that generate a
parameter ideal. But m is a parameter ideal, and the smallest number of generators
of m is dimg(m/m?) by (IIX3)(2). The assertion follows. O

EXERCISE (21.23). — Let A be a Noetherian local ring of dimension r, and
Z1,...,25 € A with s < r. Set a := (x1,...,25) and B := A/a. Prove these
two conditions are equivalent:
(1) A is regular, and there are z441,...,2, € A with 21, ..., 2, a regular sop.
(2) B is regular of dimension r — s.

SOLUTION: Assume (1). Then xi,...,z, generate the maximal ideal m of A.
So the residues of x4i1,...,2, generate that n of B. Hence dim(B) < r — s by
(214). But dim(B) > r — s by (ELH). So dim(B) = r — s. Thus (2) holds.

Assume (2). Then n is generated by r — s elements, say by the residues of
Zst1,--.,2r € A. Hence m is generated by z1,...,z,. Thus (1) holds. O

22. Completion

EXERCISE (22.3). — In the 2-adic integers, evaluate the sum 1 +24+44+8+---.
SOLUTION: In the 2-adic integers, 1 +2+4+8+.--=1/(1-2)=—1. O

EXERCISE (22.4). — Let R be a ring, a an ideal, and M a module. Prove that
the following three conditions are equivalent:

(1) k: M — M is injective; (2) ﬂa”M =(0); (3) M is separated.

Assume R is Noetherian and M finitely generated. Assume either (a) a C rad(R)
or (b) R is a domain, a is proper, and M is torsionfree. Conclude M C M.

SOLUTION: A constant ssequence (m) has 0 as a limit if and only if m € a"M
for every n. So Ker(k) = ((a”M. Thus (1) and (2) are equivalent. Moreover, (2)
and (3) were proved equivalent in (22).

Set N := (a™M. Assume R is Noetherian and M finitely generated. By the
Krull Intersection Theorem, (IZ=29) or (EILIH), there’s x € a with (1+z)N = (0).

Assume (a). Then 1+ z is a unit by (B2). Thus (2) holds and (1) follows.

Finally, assume (b). Then 14z # 0 as a is proper. Let m € M. If (1+2)m =0,
then m = 0 as M is torsionfree. Thus again (2) holds and (1) follows. O
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EXERCISE (22.6). — Let R be a ring. Given R-modules @,, equipped with linear
maps a1 Qi1 — Qp for n > 0, set o = ot ™ | for m > n. We say
the Q,, satisfy the Mittag-Leffler Condition if the descending chain

Qn D) O‘nglQn—}-l D) Oéz+2Q7L+2 2D O‘:Lan DR

stabilizes; that is, aQ,, = a™T*Q,, 1 for all k > 0.
(1) Assume for each n, there is m > n with o))" = 0. Show @1 Qn =0.

(2) Assume o™ is surjective for all n. Show l'&rﬂ Qn=0.
(3) Assume the @, satisfy the Mittag-Leffler Condition. Set P, := ﬂmz” A Qum,
which is the stable submodule. Show aZ‘HPnH =P,.

(4) Assume the @, satisfy the Mittag-Leffler Condition. Show @11 Q, =0.

SoLuTioN: For (1), given (g,) € [[Qn, for each k > n, set ¢}, :== afg, and
Pn = Gn + @iy + - + . Then O,p, = pp — A ppy1 = g, as o' F = 0 for all
k > 0 owing to the hypothesis. So 6 is surjective. Thus (1) holds.

For (2), given (q,,) € [] Qn, solve the equations p,, — a1 (p,11) = ¢, recursively,
starting with pg = 0, to get (pn) € [[ @» with 8(p,,) = ¢n. Thus (2) holds.

For (3), there is m > n + 1 such that P, = o)'Qy, and P41 = o', 1Qm. But
amQm = aam | Q,, by definition of a/". Thus (3) holds.

For (4), form the following commutative diagram with exact rows:

0— [[P. — [1Qn — [1(Qn/Py) — 0O

ol o|
0— [[P. — [1Qn — [1(Qn/Py) — 0

Apply the Snake Lemma (B2I3). It yields the following exact sequence of cokernels:
lim' P, — lim' Q, — lim' (Qn/Pn).

For each n, the restriction ozﬁ‘“‘Pn is surjective by (3). So @11 P, =0by (1).
Further, for each n, there is m > n such that o)'Q,, = P,. So the induced map
(@m/Pm) = (Qn/Py) is 0. So lim'(Q,,/P,) = 0 by (1). Thus (4) holds. 0

EXERCISE (22.10). — Let A be a ring, and my, ..., m,, be maximal ideals. Set
m:=(|m;, and give A the m-adic topology. Prove that A =[] An,.

SoLUTION: For each n > 0, the m? are pairwise comaximal by (ICIA)(3). Hence
m” = [[I2, m? by (CIA)(4b), and so A/m" = [[I_, A/m? by (ICId)(4c). But
A/m? is local with maximal ideal m;/m?. So (A/m})m, = A/m}? by (II=X3XM).
Further, (A/m?)m, = Am,/ml Ay, by (EZ22). So A/m™ = [[72, (Am, /mPApn,).
Taking inverse limits, we obtain the assertion by (EZR), because inverse limit
commutes with finite product by the construction of the limit. ([

EXERCISE (22.11). — Let R be aring, M a module, F'*M a filtration, and N C M
a submodule. Give N and M /N the induced filtrations:

F'N:=NNF"'M and F"(M/N):=F"M/F"N.

(1) Prove N € M and M/N = (M/N) .
(2) Also assume N D F"M for n>> 0. Prove M/N = M/N and G*M = G*M.
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SoLuTION: For (1), set P := M/N. Form the following commutative diagram:
0 — N/F""IN — M/F"'M — P/F""1P — 0

| | |

0 — N/F"N — M/F"M — P/F"P —» 0
Its rows are exact, and k,, is surjective. So the induced sequence
0oN->M—=P—0
is exact by (2270) and (2ZR). Thus (1) holds.
For (2), notice F™P = 0 for n > 0. So plainly P = P. Thus M/N = M/N.
In particular, fix n and take N := F*M. Then M/F"M = M/F™M. But n is
arbitrary. Hence F"M /F" 1M = F"M/F"* M. Thus G*M = G*M. O

EXERCISE (22.12). — (1) Let R be a ring, a an ideal. If G*R is a domain, show
R is an domain. If also (,»,a™ = 0, show R is a domain.
(2) Use (1) to give an alternative proof that a regular local ring A is a domain.

SoLuTION: Consider (1). Let 2,y € R be nonzero. Since R is separated there are
positive integers 7 and s with z € a" — @™+ and y € 5 —a*FL. Let 2/ € G'R and
y' € G*R denote the images of z and y. Then 2’ # 0 and ¢/ £ 0. Now G*R=G*R
by (ZZIW). Assume G*R is a domain. Then z'y’ # 0. Hence z'y € G™+5R is the
image of zy € a”"%. Hence xy # 0. Thus R is a domain.

If ), 00" = 0, then R C R by (ZZA); so R is a domain if R is. Thus (1) holds.

As to (2), denote the maximal ideal of A by m. Then (),-,m" = 0 by the
Krull Intersection Theorem (IE=Z9), and G* A is a polynomial ring by (ZI=22), so
a domain. Hence A is a domain, by (1). Thus (2) holds. O

EXERCISE (22.14). — Let A be a Noetherian local ring, m the maximal ideal, M
a finitely generated module. Prove (1) that A is a Noetherian local ring with m as
maximal ideal, (2) that dim(M) = dim(]/\/[\), and (3) that A is regular if and only
if A is regular.

SoLuTION: First, A is Noetherian by (2Z=3Mm), and it’s local with m as maximal
ideal by (E213). Thus ( ) holds.

Second, M/m"M = M /@M by (EZI) and (ZZZ2). So d(M) = d(M) by
(2IT3). Thus (2) holds by (ETA).

Third, m/m? = m/m? by (ZZI). Hence m and m have generating sets with the

same number of elements by (IIIH). Thus (3) holds. O
EXERCISE (22.15). — Let A be a ring, and my,...,m,, maximal ideals. Set
m := [m; and give A the m-adic topology. Prove that A is a semilocal ring,
that my,...,m,, are all its maximal ideals, and that m = rad(A ).

SoLUTION: First, (ZZI) yields A/ = A/m and A/@; = A/m;. So @; is
maximal. By hypothesis, m = (|m;; so A/m C [[(A/m;). Hence A\/ﬁl c TI( /T/tﬁl),
so i = ;. So @ D rad(A). But @ C rad(A A) by (2232). Thus m = rad(A).

Fmadly7 let m’ be any maximal ideal of A. Then m’ D rad( A) = N#@,;. Hence
m’ D m; for some i by (EZ22). But m; is maximal. So m’ = m;. Thus my,...,M,,
are all the maximal ideals of A\, and so A is semilocal. ([l
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EXERCISE (22.18). — Let A be a Noetherian semilocal ring. Prove that an element
x € A is a nonzerodivisor on A if and only if its image Z € A is one on A.

SOLUTION: Assume z is a nonzerodivisor. Then the multiplication map p, is
injective on A. So by Exactness of Completion (E2ZTd), the induced map [, is
injective on A. But ﬁm = pz. Thus ¥ is a nonzerodivisor.

Conversely, assume Tisa nonzerodlvmor and A is semilocal. Then fi, is injective
on A. So its restriction is injective on the image of the canonical map A — A.
But this map is injective by (EZA), as the completion is taken with respect to the
Jacobson radical; further, ji, induces u,. Thus z is a nonzerodivisor. (I

EXERCISE (22.19). — Let p € Z be prime. For n > 0, define a Z-linear map
an: Z/(p) = Z/(p") by an(1)=p" 7.

Set A:=D,>, Z/(p) and B :=D,,~, Z/(p"). Set a:= P an;so a: A — B.

(1) Show that the p-adic completion A is just A.

(2) Show that, in the topology on A induced by the p-adic topology on B, the
completion A is equal to [[°2, Z/(p).

(3) Show that the natural sequence of p-adic completions

A% BE (B/A)

is not exact at B. (Thus p-adic completion is neither left exact nor right exact.)

SoLuTION: For (1), note pA = 0. So every Cauchy sequence is constant. Hence
A= A. Thus (1) holds.

For (2), set Ay := a~(p¥B). These A}, are the fundamental open neighborhoods
of 0 in the topology induced from the p-adic topology of B. So

Ap=a71 (08008 @, 0"/ ") = 0@ 806D, 2/ ().
Hence A/Ay = @le 7)(p) =1"_, Z/{p). But by (ZZR), in the induced topology,

n=1

the completion A is equal to lim, | A/A;. Thus

_ . k
A= kink:ZI H’n:l Z/<p>

Given any sequence of modules My, Mo, ..., let wkﬂ. ]_[ICJrl M, — H 1 M, be
the projections. Then (EZZH) yields @kzl anl M, =1,=, M,. Thus (2 ) holds.
For (3), note that, by (2) and (ZZZz), the following sequence is exact:
04— B5 (B/A)”
But A = Aby (1), and A # A as A is countable yet 4 is not. Thus Im(a) # Ker(%);
that is, (3) holds. O

EXERCISE (22.21). — Let R be a ring, a an ideal. Show that M M preserves
surjections, and that R& M — M is surjective if M is finitely generated.

SoLUTION: The first part of the proof of (E2ZTd) shows that M — M preserves
surjections. So (BH) yields the desired surjectivity. O

EXERCISE (22.24). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, a an ideal. Prove that R is
faithfully flat if and only if a C rad(R).



236 Solutions: (23.6)

SoLuTION: First, R is flat over R by (ZZ=Z3). Next, let m be a maximal ideal of
R. Then R®p (R/m) = (R/m) by (EZ20). But (R/m) =lim(R/m)/a"(R/m)
by (ZZ8). Plainly (R/m)/a"(R/m) = R/(a” + m). Hence R ®x (R/m) # 0 if and
only if a C m. Thus, the assertion follows from (E2). O

EXERCISE (22.25). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, and a and b ideals. Assume
a C rad(R), and use the a-adic toplogy. Prove b is principal if bR is.

SOLUTION: Since R is Noetherian, b is finitely generated. But a C rad(R).
Hence, b is principal if b/ab is a cyclic R-module by (OIIIA)(2). But b/abﬁ/(ab)A
by (EZIT), and b = bR by (Z2Z22)(2).

Assume bR = Rb. Then E/(ab)A — RV where b’ is the residue of b. But, given

z € R, there’s y € R with o — ky € @, as  is the limit of a Cauchy sequence (kyn)
with y,, € R. Then xb’ = yb’. Thus b/ab is also a cyclic R-module, as desired. O

EXERCISE (22.28) (Nakayama’s Lemma for a complete ring). — Let R be a ring,
a an ideal, and M a module. Assume R is complete, and M separated. Show
mi,...,my, € M generate assuming their images m/,...,m} in M/aM generate.

SoLuTION: Note that m),..., m!, generate G*M over G*R. Thus my,...,m,
generate M over R by the proof of (222).

Alternatively, M is finitely generated over R and complete by the statement of
(2xZm). As M is also separated, M = M. Hence M is also an R-module. As R is
complete, kp: R — R is surjective. Now, a is closed by (EZ); so a is complete;
whence, rq: a — @ is surjective too. Hence aM = aM. Thus M/aM = M/aM. So

the m; generate M/aM. But a C rad(R) by (ZZ2). So by Nakayama’s Lemma
(MIT3)(2), the m; generate M over R, so also over R as kg is surjective. O

23. Discrete Valuation Rings

EXERCISE (23.6). — Let R be a ring, M a module, and z,y € R.

(1) Assume that z,y form an M-sequence. Prove that, given any m,n € M with
xm = yn, there exists p € M with m = yp and n = xp.

(2) Assume that x,y form an M-sequence and that y ¢ z.div(M). Prove that
y, x form an M-sequence too.

(3) Assume that R is local, that x,y lie in its maximal ideal m, and that M is
nonzero and Noetherian. Assume that, given any m,n € M with xm = yn, there
exists p € M with m = yp and n = zp. Prove that z,y and y, z form M-sequences.

SoLuTION: Consider (1). Let ny be the residue of n in My := M/xM. Then
yn1 =0, but y ¢ z.div(M;). Hence ny = 0. So there exists p € M with n = a2p. So
x(m —yp) = 0. But x ¢ z.div(M). Thus m = yp.

Consider (2). First, M/{y,z)M # 0 as z,y form an M-sequence. Next, set
My = M/yM. We must prove z ¢ z.div(M;). Given my € M; with am; = 0,
lift my to m € M. Then xm = yn for some n € M. By (1), there is p € M with
m = yp. Thus my = 0, as desired.

Consider (3). The statement is symmetric in 2 and y. So let’s prove x,y form
an M-sequence. First, M/(x,y)M # 0 by Nakayama’s Lemma.

Next, we must prove = ¢ z.div(M). Given m € M with xm = 0, set n := 0.
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Then xm = yn; so there exists p € M with m = yp and n = xp. Repeat with p
in place of m, obtaining p; € M such that p = yp; and 0 = xp;. Induction yields
p; € M for i > 2 such that p;_; = yp; and 0 = xp;.

Then Rp; C Rps C --- is an ascending chain. It stabilizes as M is Noetherian.
Say Rpn, = Rpn+1. SO pp+1 = zp,, for some z € R. Then p, = yppy1 = y2zpn. So
(1 —yz)p, =0. But y € m. So 1 — yz is a unit. Hence p, = 0. But m = y"lp,.
Thus m = 0, as desired. Thus z ¢ z.div(M).

Finally, set My := M/axM. We must prove y ¢ z.div(M;). Given n; € M; with
yny = 0, lift n; ton € M. Then yn = xm for some m € M. So there exists p € M

with n = xp. Thus n, = 0, as desired. Thus z,y form an M-sequence. ([
EXERCISE (23.8). — Let R be a local ring, m its maximal ideal, M a Noetherian
module, z1,...,2, € m, and o a permutation of 1,...,n. Assume z1,...,x, form
an M-sequence, and prove Ty1,...,Zs, do too; first, say o transposes i and 7 + 1.

SOLUTION: Say o transposes ¢ and ¢ + 1. Set M; := M/{x1,...,2z;). Then
X, iy form an M;_j-sequence; so 41, z; do too owing to (2Z38). So

T1yeey Ti—1,Tit1, Ty
form an M-sequence. But M/(x1,...,%i—1,%it1, T;)M;11. Hence Ty1,...,Zon
form an M-sequence. In general, ¢ is a composition of transpositions of successive
integers; hence, the general assertion follows. ([l

EXERCISE (23.7). — Let A be a Noetherian local ring, M and N nonzero finitely
generated modules, F': ((R-mod)) — ((R-mod)) a left-exact functor that preserves
the finitely generated modules (such as F'(e) := Hom(M,e) by (IE=20)). Show
that, if N has depth at least 2, then so does F'(N).

SOLUTION: An N-sequence z,y yields a commutative diagram with exact rows:
0— N2 N = N/zN

w| |

0— N2 N — N/zN
Applying the left-exact functor F' yields this commutative diagram with exact rows:
0 — F(N) £ F(N) — F(N/zN)
uyl uyl uyl
0 — F(N) £ F(N) — F(N/zN)

Thus z is a nonzerodivisor on F(N). Further F(N)/xF(N) < F(N/xN).

As N/zN LN N/xzN is injective and F' is left exact, the right-hand vertical map
Hy is injective. So its restriction

F(N)/zF(N) 2% F(N)/zF(N)
is also injective. Thus z,y is an F(N)-sequence. (I

EXERCISE (23.9). — Prove that a Noetherian local ring A of dimension r > 1 is
regular if and only if its maximal ideal m is generated by an A-sequence. Prove
that, if A is regular, then A is Cohen—Macaulay.
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SOLUTION: Assume A is regular. Given a regular sop xy,..., ., let’s show it’s
an A-sequence. Set A; := A/(x1). Then A; is regular of dimension r — 1 by
(223). So z1 # 0. But A is a domain by (BI24). So x; ¢ z.div(A). Further, if
r > 2, then the residues of xs, ..., x, form a regular sop of A;; so we may assume
they form an A;-sequence by induction on r. Thus z1,...,z, is an A-sequence.

Conversely, if m is generated by an A-sequence 1, . .., z,, then n < depth(A4) <r
by (Z34) and (ZX3)(3), and n > r by (BZIH). Thus then n = depth(A) = r,
and so A is regular and Cohen—Macaulay. O

EXERCISE (23.11). — Let A be a DVR with fraction field K, and f € A a nonzero
nonunit. Prove A is a maximal proper subring of K. Prove dim(A) # dim(Ay).

SOLUTION: Let R be a ring, A ; R C K. Then there’s an x € R — A. Say
x = ut™ where u € A* and t is a uniformizing parameter. Then n < 0. Set
y:=u1t"""! Theny € A. Sot ! = a2y € R. Hence wt™ € R for any w € A*
and m € Z. Thus R = K, as desired.

Since f is a nonzero nonunit, A G Ay C K. Hence Ay = K by the above. So
dim(Ay) = 0. But dim(A4) = 1 by (23T1). d

EXERCISE (23.12). — Let k be a field, P := k[X,Y] the polynomial ring in two
variables, f € P an irreducible polynomial. Say f = ¢(X,Y) + ¢(X,Y) with
((X,Y) = aX +bY for a,b € k and with g € (X,Y)2. Set R := P/(f) and
p:=(X,Y)/(f). Prove that R, is a DVR if and only if £ # 0. (Thus R, is a DVR
if and only if the plane curve C': f = 0 C k? is nonsingular at (0,0).)

SOLUTION: Set A := R, and m := pA. Then (IZ22) and ([ZA) yield
Afm=(R/p)y =k and m/m?=p/p’

First, assume £ # 0. Now, the k-vector space m/m? is generated by the images
and y of X and Y in A. Clearly, the image of f is 0 in m/m?2. Also, g € (X,Y)?; so
its image in m/m? is also 0. Hence, the image of £ is 0 in m/m?; that is, x and y are
linearly dependent. Now, f cannot generate (X,Y), so m # 0; hence, m/m? # 0 by
Nakayama’s Lemma, (IICIW). Therefore, m/m? is 1-dimensional over k; hence, m
is principal by (OLIA)(2). Now, since f is irreducible, A is a domain. Hence, A is
a DVR by (2311).

Conversely, assume £ = 0. Then f =g € (X,Y)?. So

m/m? =p/p® = (X,Y)/(X,Y)?.
Hence, m/m? is 2-dimensional. Therefore, A is not a DVR by (ZZI). O

EXERCISE (23.13). — Let & be a field, A a ring intermediate between the poly-
nomial ring and the formal power series ring in one variable: k[X] C A C k[[X]].
Suppose that A is local with maximal ideal (X). Prove that A is a DVR. (Such
local rings arise as rings of power series with curious convergence conditions.)

SOLUTION: Let’s show that the ideal a := [, 5((X") of A is zero. Clearly, a is a

subset of the corresponding ideal (1,5, (X™) of k[[X]], and the latter ideal is clearly
zero. Hence (Z33) implies A is a DVR. O

EXERCISE (23.14). — Let L/K be an algebraic extension of fields, Xi,..., X,
variables, P and @) the polynomial rings over K and L in X1,...,X,.

(1) Let q be a prime of @, and p its contraction in P. Prove ht(p) = ht(q).
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(2) Let f,g € P be two polynomials with no common prime factor in P. Prove
that f and g have no common prime factor q € Q.

SOLUTION: Since L/K is algebraic, Q/P is integral. Furthermore, P is normal,
and @ is a domain. Hence we may apply the Going Down Theorem (IZH). So given
any chain of primes pg ; ; p, = p, we can proceed by descending induction
on ¢ for 0 < ¢ < r, and thus construct a chain of primes qq ; g qr = q with
q; VP = p;. Thus htp < htq. Conversely, any chain of primes qo & --- S ¢, = ¢
contracts to a chain of primes pg C --- C p, = p, and p; # p;+1 by Incomparability,
(Z33); whence, htp > ht q. Hence ht p = ht . Thus (1) holds.

Alternatively, by (IEId), ht(p) + dim(P/p) = n and ht(q) + dim(Q/q) = n
as both P and @ are polynomial rings in n variables over a field. However, by
(I513), dim P/p = tr.degy Frac(P/p) and dimQ/q = tr.deg; Frac(Q/q), and
these two transcendence degrees are equal as )/ P is an integral extension. Thus
again, (1) holds.

Suppose f and g have a common prime factor ¢ € @, and set q := Qq. Then
the maximal ideal q@Q); of Q)4 is principal and nonzero. Hence @4 is a DVR by
(2x1m). Thus ht(q) = 1. Set p := qN P. Then p contains f; whence, p contains
some prime factor p of f. Then p O Pp, and Pp is a nonzero prime. Hence p = Pp
since htp = 1 by (1). However, p contains g too. Therefore, p | g, contrary to the
hypothesis. Thus (2) holds. (Caution: if f := X; and g := X, then f and g have
no common factor, yet there are no ¢ and v such that ¢f + g = 1.) ([l

EXERCISE (23.16). — Let R be a Noetherian domain, M a finitely generated
module. Show that M is torsionfree if and only if it satisfies (S1).

SOLUTION: Assume M satisfies (S;). By (Z3XIH), the only prime in Ass(M) is
(0). Hence z.div(M) = {0} by (CIH). Thus M is torsionfree.

Conversely, assume M is torsionfree. Suppose p € Ass(M). Then p = Ann(m)
for some m € M. But Ann(m) = (0) for all m € M. So p = (0) is the only
associated prime. Thus M satisfies (S;) by (ZXTIH). O

EXERCISE (23.17). — Let R be a Noetherian ring. Show that R is reduced if and
only if (Rg) and (S;) hold.

SoLUTION: Assume (Rg) and (S1) hold. Consider any irredundant primary de-
composition (0) = (1q,. Set p; := /q;. Then p; € Ass(R) by (IEH) and (CZ20).
So p; is minimal by (S1). Hence the localization Ry, is a field by (Ro). So p; R, = 0.
But p;Ry, D q;Rp,. Hence p;R,, = q;Rp,. Therefore, p, = q; by (IEZZ3). So
(0) = N p; = /(0). Thus R is reduced.

Conversely, assume R is reduced. Then R, is reduced for any prime p by (IZ4T).
So if p is minimal, then Ry is a field. Thus (Ro) holds. But (0) = (0, inimar P SO

p is minimal whenever p € Ass(R) by (IB=20). Thus R satisfies (S1). O
EXERCISE (23.22). — Prove that a Noetherian domain R is normal if and only if,

given any prime p associated to a principal ideal, p Rz, is principal.

SOLUTION: Assume R normal. Say p € Ass(R/(x)). Then pR, € Ass(R,/(z/1))
by (C1d). So depth(R,) =1 by (2%3)(2). But R, is normal by (IT=32). Hence
pR, is principal by (231M).

Conversely, assume that, given any prime p associated to a principal ideal, pR,, is
principal. Given any prime p of height 1, take a nonzero x € p. Then p is minimal
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containing (x). So p € Ass(R/(x)) by (CZIX). So, by hypothesis, pR,, is principal.
So Ry is a DVR by (231M). Thus R satisfies (Rq).

Given any prime p with depth(R,) = 1, say pR, € Ass(R,/(z/s)) with z # 0
by (Z33)(2). Then (z/s) = (x/1) C R,. So p € Ass(R/(x)) by (CzIW). So, by
hypothesis, pR, is principal. So dim(R,) = 1 by (2XI0). Thus R also satisfies
(S2). So R is normal by Serre’s Criterion, (23720). O

EXERCISE (23.23). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, K its total quotient ring, Set
® :={pprime | ht(p) =1} and X := {p prime | depth(R,) =1}.

Assuming (S;) holds for R, prove ® C ¥, and prove & = 3 if and only if (S3) holds.
Further, without assuming (S;) holds, prove this canonical sequence is exact:

R— K = [[ex Kp/ Ry (23.23.1)

SOLUTION: Assume (S;) holds. Then, given p € @, there exists a nonzerodivisor
x € p owing to (CCIH) and (Z3IH). Clearly, p is minimal containing (z). So
p € Ass(R/(x)) by (I'ZIR). Hence depth(R,) =1 by (2%3)(2). Thus ® C X.

However, as (S1) holds, (Sz) holds if and only if ® D . Thus ® = X if and only
if R satisfies (S2).

Further, without assuming (S;), consider (E3=23). Trivially, the composition
is zero. Conversely, take an « € K that vanishes in [[ .y Ky/Ry. Say = a/b with
a,b € R and b a nonzerodivisor. Then a/1 € bR, for all p € ¥. But b/1 € R, is,
clearly, a nonzerodivisor for any prime p. Hence, if p € Ass(R,/bR,), then p € X
by (Z33)(2). Therefore, a € bR by (IZ2H). Thus x € R. Thus (E323) is
exact. O

EXERCISE (23.24). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, and K its total quotient ring.
Set @ := {p prime | ht(p) = 1}. Prove these three conditions are equivalent:

(1) R is normal.
(2) (Rq) and (S2) hold.
(3) (R1) and (S1) hold, and R — K — J[ .4 Ky /Ry is exact.

SoLUTION: Assume (1). Then R is reduced by (IZT4). So (E3XT4) yields (Ro)
and (S1). But R, is normal for any prime p by (IZI8H). Thus (2) holds by (2311).

Assume (2). Then (Rq) and (S1) hold trivially. Thus (EZ3=23) yields (3).

Assume (3). Let z € K be integral over R. Then z/1 € K is integral over R,
for any prime p. Now, R, is a DVR for all p of height 1 as R satisfies (R1). Hence,
xz/1 € R, for all p € ®. So z € R by the exactness of the sequence in (3). But R is
reduced by (Z3T@). Thus (IZTM) yields (1). O

23. Appendix: Cohen—Macaulayness

EXERCISE (23.25). — Let R — R’ be a flat map of Noetherian rings, a C R an
ideal, M a finitely generated R-module, and x1,...,x, an M-sequence in a. Set
M':= M ®pr R'. Assume M'/aM’ # 0. Show z1,...,x, is an M’'-sequence in aR’'.

SorLuTION: For all 4, set M; := M/{(x1,...,2;)M and M/ := M'/{x1,...,z;) M.
Then M! = M; ®r R’ by right exactness of tensor product (BZI3). Moreover,
by hypothesis, x;41 is a nonzerodivisor on M;. Thus the multiplication map
Mooyt My — M; is injective. Hence pg, ,: M{ — M; is injective by flatness.
Finally (x1,...,2,) C a, so M| # 0. Thus the assertion holds. O
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EXERCISE (23.26). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, a an ideal, and M a finitely
generated module with M/aM # 0. Let xi,...,x, be an M-sequence in a and
p € Supp(M/aM). Prove the following statements:

(1) 1/1,...,2,/1 is an My-sequence in a,, and

(2) depth(a, M) < depth(ay,, M,).

SoLuTION: First, (IE33M) yields p € Supp(M)NV(a). So M, # 0 and p € V(a).
Hence M, /a, M, # 0 by Nakayama’s Lemma (IILIX). But R, is R-flat by (I2Z2T).
Thus (2Z323) yields (1). Hence r < depth(a,, M,). Thus (233) yields (2). O

EXERCISE (23.29). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, a an ideal, and M a finitely
generated module with M/aM # 0. Let x € a be a nonzerodivisor on M. Show

depth(a, M/xM) = depth(a, M) — 1. (23.29.1)

SOLUTION: There’s a finished M /xM-sequence s, . .., 2, in a by (23221). Then
x, T2, ..., T, is a finished M-sequence in a. Thus (E32R) yields (E32H). O

EXERCISE (23.30). — Let A be a Noetherian local ring, M a finitely generated
module, x ¢ z.div(M). Show M is Cohen-Macaulay if and only if M/xM is so.

SoLuTION: First (E329) yields depth(M/zM) = depth(M) — 1. Also (EI-3)
yields dim(M/xzM) = dim(M) — 1. The assertion follows. O

EXERCISE (23.32). — Let A be a Noetherian local ring, and M a nonzero finitely
generated module. Prove the following statements:

(1) depth(M) = depth(M).
(2) M is Cohen—-Macaulay if and only if M is Cohen—Macaulay.

SOLUTION: The completion Ais faithfully flat by (22224, and the maximal ideal
of A extends to the maximal ideal of A by (Z2ZIA)(1) and (ZZ=22)(2). So (E33T)
yields (1). Further, dim(M) = dim(M) by (EZIA)(2); so (1) implies (2). O

EXERCISE (23.33). — Let R be a Noetherian ring, a an ideal, and M a finitely
generated module with M/aM # 0. Show that there is p € Supp(M/aM) with

depth(a, M) = depth(a,, M,). (23.33.1)
SOLUTION: There exists a finished M-sequence z1,...,z, in a by (EZ3=27), and
(2328) (1) implies 21 /1, ..., z,/1 is an My-sequence. Set M, := M/(z1,...,z,)M.

Then a C z.div(M,) by finishedness. So a C p for some p € Ass(M,) by (CZ2H).
So pR, € Ass(M,), by (z1W). So pR, C z.div(M,),. Hence z1/1,...,2,/1 is

finished in pR,. So (E32ZR) yields (E3Z3ZM). O
EXERCISE (23.37). — Prove that a Cohen—Macaulay local ring A is catenary.

SOLUTION: Take primes q¢ G p in A. Fix a maximal chain from p up to the
maximal ideal and a maximal chain from g down to a minimal prime. Now, all
maximal chains of primes in A have length dim(A) by (2Z3=38). Hence all maximal
chains of primes from q to p have the same length. Thus A is catenary. O

24. Dedekind Domains
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EXERCISE (24.5). — Let R be a domain, S a multiplicative subset.

(1) Assume dim(R) = 1. Prove dim(S~!R) = 1 if and only if there is a nonzero
prime p with pN .S = (.

(2) Assume dim(R) > 1. Prove dim(R) =1 if and only if dim(R,) = 1 for every
nonzero prime p.

SorutioN: Consider (1). Suppose dim(S™'R) = 1. Then there’s a chain of
primes 0 G p’ € ST'R. Set p := p’ N R. Then p is as desired by (II=2M)(2).
Conversely, suppose there’s a nonzero p with p NS = (). Then 0 g pSTIRis a
chain of primes by (II=2W)(2); so dim(S~!R) > 1. Now, given a chain of primes
0=psS - Sp. CS'R,set p; :=p;NR. Then 0 =po & --- S p, C Ris a chain
of primes by (II=2M)(2). So r < 1 as dim(R) = 1. Thus dim(S™'R) = 1.
Consider (2). If dim(R) = 1, then (1) yields dim(R,) = 1 for every nonzero p.
Conversely, let 0 = po G --- G p, C R be a chain of primes. Set p] := p; Ry, .
Then 0 = py G --- S p;. is a chain of primes by (II=20)(2). So if dim(R,,) = 1,
then r < 1. Thus, if dim(R,) = 1 for every nonzero p, then dim(R) < 1. O

EXERCISE (24.6). — Let R be a Dedekind domain, S a multiplicative subset.
Prove S~'R is a Dedekind domain if and only if there’s a nonzero prime p with

pNS=>0.

SOLUTION: Suppose there’s a prime nonzero p with p NS = (. Then 0 ¢ S. So
SR is a domain by (IT=3). And S™!R is normal by (IT=32). Further, S~'R
is Noetherian by (IBEZ). Also, dim(S~!'R) = 1 by (2&=H)(1). Thus S™'R is
Dedekind.

The converse results directly from (BZ3)(1). O

EXERCISE (24.8). — Let R be a Dedekind domain, and a, b, ¢ ideals. By first
reducing to the case that R is local, prove that
an(b+c¢)=(anb)+ (anc),
a+(bnNe)=(a+b)N(a+c).

SoLuTION: By (IE323), it suffices to establish the two equations after localizing
at each maximal ideal p. But localization commutes with sum and intersection by
(@) (4), (5). So the localized equations look like the original ones, but with a,
b, ¢ replaced by ap, by, ¢,. Thus replacing R by R, we may assume R is a DVR.

Referring to (Z3), take a uniformizing parameter t. Say a = (t') and b = (t/)
and ¢ = (t*). Then the two equations in questions are equivalent to these two:

max{i, min{j, k} } = min{max{i, j}, max{i, k}},
min{i, max{Jj, k}} = max{min{i,j}, min{4, k}}
However, these two equations are easy to check for any integers i, j, k. O

EXERCISE (24.12). — Prove that a semilocal Dedekind domain A is a PID. Begin
by proving that each maximal ideal is principal.

SOLUTION: Let p1,...,p, be the maximal ideals of A. Let’s prove they are
principal, starting with p;. By Nakayama’s lemma (IOLIW), p1 Ay, # pidp,; so
p1 # p3. Takey € p;—p?. Theideals p?, po, ..., p, are pairwise comaximal because

no two of them lie in the same maximal ideal. Hence, by the Chinese Remainder
Theorem, (ICIA), there is an x € A with # = y mod p? and = = 1 mod p; for i > 2.
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The Main Theorem of Classical Ideal Theory, (BZIM), yields (x)pT'ps?---pr~
with n; > 0. But = & p; for ¢ > 2; so n; = 0 for i > 2. Further, z € p; — p%; SO
ny = 1. Thus p; = (z). Similarly, all the other p; are principal.

Finally, let a be any nonzero ideal. Then the Main Theorem, (BZIM), yields

a=[[p;" for some m;. Say p; = (x;). Then a = ([Jz;"*), as desired. O

EXERCISE (24.13). — Let R be a Dedekind domain, a and b two nonzero ideals.
Prove (1) every ideal in R/a is principal, and (2) b is generated by two elements.

SoLuTION: To prove (1), let py,...,p, be the associated primes of a, and set
S:=();(R—yp;). Then S is multiplicative. Set R’ := S™'R. Then R’ is Dedekind
by (2Z®8). Let’s prove R’ is semilocal.

Let q be a maximal ideal of R, and set p := qN R. Then q = pR’ by (II=20O).
So p is nonzero, whence maximal since R has dimension 1. Suppose p is distinct
from all the p;. Then p and the p; are pairwise comaximal. So, by the Chinese
Remainder Theorem, (ICIA), there is a u € R that is congruent to 0 modulo p
and to 1 modulo each p;. Hence, u € pN S, but ¢ = pR’, a contradiction. Thus
p1R, ..., p-R are all the maximal ideals of R’.

So R’ is a PID by (2212); so every ideal in R’/aR’ is principal. But by (I2=232),
R'/aR' = S~Y(R/a). Finally, S~*(R/a) = R/a by (IOH), as every u € S maps to
a unit in R/a since the image lies in no maximal ideal of R/a. Thus (1) holds.

Alternatively, we can prove (1) without using (BZT2), as follows. The Main
Theorem of Classical Ideal Theory, (EZIM), yields a = pi*---p;* for distinct
maximal ideals p;. The p'* are pairwise comaximal. So, by the Chinese Remainder
Theorem, (ICId), there’s a canonical isomorphism:

R/a == R/pi* x --- X R/p}*.

Next, let’s prove each R/p}* is a Principal Ideal Ring (PIR); that is, every
ideal is principal. Set S := R —p;. Then S™Y(R/pl*) = Ry, /pl Rp,, and the latter
ring is a PIR because Ry, is a DVR. But R/p}* = S~!'(R/p}") by (IIH), as every
u € S maps to a unit in R/p;* since p/p;" is the only prime in R/p;".

Finally, given finitely many PIRs Ry,..., Ry, we must prove their product is a
PIR. Consider an ideal b C Ry X --- X R;,. Then b = by X --- X by, where b; C R; is
an ideal by (ICIB). Say b; = (a;). Then b = ((a1,...,a;)). Thus again, (1) holds.

Consider (2). Let x € b be nonzero. By (1), there is a y € b whose residue
generates b/(x). Then b = (z,y). O

25. Fractional Ideals

EXERCISE (25.2). — Let R be a domain, M and N nonzero fractional ideals.
Prove that M is principal if and only if there exists some isomorphism M ~ R.
Construct the following canonical surjection and canonical isomorphism:

m:M®@N —» MN and ¢: (M :N)—=5Hom(N,M).

SOLUTION: If M ~ R, let x correspond to 1; then M = Rx. Conversely, assume
M = Rx. Then x # 0 as M # 0. Form the map R — M with a — az. It’s
surjective as M = Rx. It’s injective as ¢ # 0 and M C Frac(R).

Form the canonical M x N — M N with (z,y) — xy. It’s bilinear. So it induces
amap 7: M ® N — MN, and clearly 7 is surjective.

Define ¢ as follows: given z € (M : N), define ¢(z): N — M by ¢(2)(y) := yz.
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Clearly, ¢ is R-linear. Say y # 0. Then yz = 0 implies z = 0; thus, ¢ is injective.
Finally, given : N — M, fix a nonzero n € N, and set z := 0(n)/n. Given
y € N, say y = a/b and n = ¢/d with a,b,¢c,d € R. Then bcy = adn. So
bch(y) = adf(n). Hence 6(y) = yz. Therefore, z € (M : N) as y € N is arbitrary
and 0(y) € M; further, 6 = ©(z). Thus, ¢ is surjective, as desired. O

EXERCISE (25.6). — Let R be a domain, M and N fractional ideals. Prove that
the map 7: M ® N — M N is an isomorphism if M is locally principal.

SoLuTION: By (IE3XZ3), it suffices to prove that, for each maximal ideal m, the
localization 7y : (M & N)yp — (M N)y is bijective. But (M & N)p = My ® Ny by
(rxaa), and (M N)w = MyNy, by (B53A). By hypothesis, My, = Rz for some
x. Clearly Ryz ~ Ry. And Ry ® Ny = Ny, by (BEH)(2). Thus mp >~ 1y, . O

EXERCISE (25.9). — Let R be a domain, M and N fractional ideals.

(1) Assume N is invertible, and show that (M : N) = M - N~1,

(2) Show that both M and N are invertible if and only if their product M N is,
and that if so, then (M N)~! = N~1M~L

SoLuTION: For (1), note that N~ = (R : N) by (B5=H). So M(R: N)N = M.
Thus M(R : N) C (M : N). Conversely, note that (M : N)N C M. Hence
(M:N)=(M:N)N(R:N)C M(R:N). Thus (1) holds.

In (2), if M and N are invertible, then (M N)N-!M~! = MM~! = R; thus
MN is invertible, and N='M~! is its inverse. Conversely, if M N is invertible,
then R = (MN)(MN)~! = M(N(MN)~1); thus, M is invertible. Similarly, N is
invertible. Thus (2) holds. O

EXERCISE (25.12). — Let R be a UFD. Show that a fractional ideal M is invertible
if and only if M is principal and nonzero.

SoLuTION: By (BBI), a nonzero principal ideal is always invertible.

Conversely, assume M is invertible. Then trivially M # 0. Say 1 = > m;n; with
m; € M and n; € M~1. Fix a nonzero m € M.

Then m = > m;n;m. But n;m € Rasm € M and n; € M. Set

d:=ged{n;m} € R and z:=> (n;m/d)m; € M.

Then m = dz.

Given m’ € M, write m’/m = a/b where a,b € R are relatively prime. Then

d' := ged{n;m’} = ged{n;ma/b} = aged{n;m}/b = ad/b.

So m’ = (a/b)m = (ad/b)x = d’'x. But d’ € R. Thus M = Rx. O
EXERCISE (25.15). — Show that a ring is a PID if and only if it’s a Dedekind
domain and a UFD.

SoruTioN: A PID is Dedekind by (EZ22), and is a UFD by (222R).

Conversely, let R be a Dedekind UFD. Then every nonzero fractional ideal is
invertible by (Z533) and (EEOA), so is principal by (BE2X2). Thus R is a PID.

Alternatively and more directly, every nonzero prime is of height 1 as dim R = 1,
so is principle by (EIZXd). But, by (EZIO), every nonzero ideal is a product of
nonzero prime ideals. Thus again, R is a PID. ]

EXERCISE (25.17). — Let R be an ring, M an invertible module. Prove that M
is finitely generated, and that, if R is local, then M is free of rank 1.
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SOLUTION: Say a: M @ N = R and 1 = a(d_m; ® n;) with m; € M and
n; € N. Given m € M, set a; := a(m ® n;). Form this composition:

BM=M@R--~->MIMIN=MINRSIM - RM=DM.

Then B(m) = a;m;. But § is an isomorphism. Thus the m; generate M.
Suppose R is local. Then R — R* is an ideal. So u := a(m; ® n;) € R* for
some i. Set m := u~lm; and n := n;. Then a(m @ n) = 1. Define v: M — R
by v(m') := a(m’ ® n). Then v(m) = 1; so v is surjective. Define u: R — M
by p(z) := zm. Then puv(m’) = v(m')m = B(m’), or uv = F. But S is an
isomorphism. So v is injective. Thus v is an isomorphism, as desired. (I

EXERCISE (25.18). — Show these conditions on an R-module M are equivalent:

(1) M is invertible.
(2) M is finitely generated, and My, ~ Ry, at each maximal ideal m.
(3) M is locally free of rank 1.

Assuming the conditions, show M is finitely presented and M ® Hom(M, R)R.

SoLUTION: Assume (1). Then M is finitely generated by (E5IA). Further, say
M ® N ~ R. Let m be a maximal ideal. Then My ® Ny ~ Rn. Hence My, ~ Ry
again by (2Z51@). Thus (2) holds.

Conditions (2) and (3) are equivalent by (IE3Z532).

Assume (3). Then (2) holds; so My, ~ Ry, at any maximal ideal m. Also, M is
finitely presented by (ICXHR); so Hompg(M, R)m = Homp,, (My, Ryw) by (2223).

Consider the evaluation map

ev(M,R): M @ Hom(M, R) — R defined by ev(M, R)(m,a) := a(m).

Clearly ev(M, R)m = ev(My, Ry). Clearly ev(Ry, Rm) is bijective. Hence ev(M, R)
is bijective by (IEZZ3). Thus the last assertions hold; in particular, (1) holds. O

26. Arbitrary Valuation Rings

EXERCISE (26.3). — Let V be a domain. Show that V is a valuation ring if and
only if, given any two ideals a and b, either a lies in b or b lies in a.

SOLUTION: First, suppose V' is a valuation ring. Suppose also a ¢ b; say « € a,
but z ¢ b. Take y € b. Then z/y ¢ V; else x = (x/y)y € b. So y/x € V. Hence
y = (y/x)x € a. Thus b C a.

Conversely, let z,y € V — {0}, and suppose z/y ¢ V. Then (z) ¢ (y); else,
x = wy with w € V. Hence (y) C (x) by hypothesis. So y = zx for some z € V; in
other words, y/x € V. Thus V is a valuation ring. O

EXERCISE (26.4). — Let V' be a valuation ring of K, and V C W C K a subring.
Prove that W is also a valuation ring of K, that its maximal ideal p lies in V', that
V/p is a valuation ring of the field W/p, and that W =V},

SoLuTION: First, let z € K —W C K — V. Then 1/x € V.C W. Thus W is a
valuation ring of K.

Second, let y € p. Then (26832) implies 1/ye K - W C K —-V. Soye V.

Third, x € W — V implies 1/x € V; whence, V/p is a valuation ring of W/p.

Fourth, V, C W, = W. Conversely, let € W —V. Then 1/z € V. But 1/x ¢ p
as p is the maximal ideal of W. So x € V},. Thus W = V. O
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EXERCISE (26.5). — Prove that a valuation ring V' is normal.

SoLuTION: Set K := Frac(V), and let m be the maximal ideal. Take z € K
integral over V, say 2" 4+ a12" ' +--- +a,, = 0 with a; € V. Then

l+az™ ' 4+ Fa,z7 ™ =0. (26.5.1)
If ¢ V, then 271 € m by (2Z62). So (ZEEH) yields 1 € m, a contradiction.
Hence z € V. Thus V is normal. O

EXERCISE (26.9). — Let K be a field, 8 the set of local subrings ordered by
domination. Show that the valuation rings of K are the maximal elements of S.

SOLUTION: Let V' be a valuation ring of K. Then V € 8§ by (BB2). Let V' € 8
dominate V. Let m and m’ be the maximal ideals of V and V’. Take any nonzero
x €V’'. Then 1/x ¢ m’ as 1 ¢ m’; so also 1/x ¢ m. So x € V by (EBE2). Hence,
V' =V. Thus V is maximal.

Conversely, let V' € § be maximal. By (E63R), V is dominated by a valuation
ring V' of K. By maximality, V = V", O

EXERCISE (26.14). — Let V be a valuation ring, such as a DVR, whose value
group I' is Archimedean; that is, given any nonzero «, 8 € I, there’s n € Z such
that na > . Show that V is a maximal proper subring of its fraction field K.

SOLUTION: Let R be a subring of K strictly containing V', and fix a € R — V.
Given b € K, let o and B be the values of a and b. Then a < 0. So, as I is
Archimedean, there’s n > 0 such that —na > —f. Then v(b/a™) > 0. So b/a™ € V.
So b= (b/a™)a™ € R. Thus R =K. O

EXERCISE (26.15). — Let V be a valuation ring. Show that
(1) every finitely generated ideal a is principal, and
(2) V is Noetherian if and only if V' is a DVR.

SoLuTION: To prove (1), say a = (x1,...,T,) with a; # 0 for all 4. Let v be the
valuation. Suppose v(z1) < v(x;) for all ¢. Then z;/x; € V for all i. So z; € (x1).
Hence a = (z1). Thus (1) holds.

To prove (2), first assume V is Noetherian. Then V is local by (2832), and by
(1) its maximal ideal m is principal. Hence V is a DVR by (E311). Conversely,
assume V' is a DVR. Then V is a PID by (231), so Noetherian. Thus (2) holds. O

EXERCISE (26.20). — Let R be a Noetherian domain, K := Frac(R), and L a
finite extension field (possibly L = K). Prove the integral closure R of R in L is
the intersection of all DVRs V of L containing R by modifying the proof of (EEIO):
show y is contained in a height-1 prime p of R[y| and apply (ZEIB) to R[y],.

SoLuTION: Every DVR V is normal by (ZXId). So if V is a DVR of L and
V D R, then V D R. Thus 5z V D R.

To prove the opposite inclusion, take any 2 € K — R. To find a DVR V of L
with VD Rand x ¢ V, set y := 1/x. If 1/y € R[y], then for some n,

1y =apy™ +ay" ' +---+a, with ay€R.

Multiplying by z" yields 2"*! — a,2" —--- —ag = 0. So = € R, a contradiction.

Thus y is a nonzero nonunit of R[y]. Also, R[y] is Noetherian by the Hilbert Basis
Theorem (BIA). So y lies in a height-1 prime p of R[y] by the Krull Principal
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Ideal Theorem (EIIO). Then R[y], is Noetherian of dimension 1. But L/K is a
finite field extension, so L/ Frac(R][y]) is one too. Hence the integral closure R’ of
R[y], in L is a Dedekind domain by (2BI8). So by the Going-up Theorem (IZ3),
there’s a prime q of R’ lying over pR[y],. Then as R’ is Dedekind, R is a DVR of
L by (2272). Further, y € qR;. Thus x ¢ Ry, as desired. O
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Disposition of the Exercises in [3]

Chapter 1, pp.10-16
1.— Essentially (B32), [, owing to (B=22),
3.
2.— Essentially (8=38), 21
3.— Essentially (B8=33), 22
4.— Essentially (B=38), 70
5.— Essentially (8=39), 2
6.— Part of (B=2a), o™
7.— Essentially (220), B3
8.— Follows easily from (BId), IH2
9.— Essentially (829), @
10.— Essentially (B=30), 70
11— Essentially (ZZ19), B3, and (ITA),
o
12.— Essentially (B=2), [T
13.— Standard; see [], Theorem 2.5, p. 231
14— Follows easily from (BIH), I3, and
(x1m3), 52
15.— Part of (IEXW), 2
16.— Best done by hand
17.—Part of (IEXM), 3, and (320), 3,
and (CX18), 2@
18— Part of (ICXM), [, and (I32), X0
19.— Essentially (I3IX), 203
20.— Essentially ([X19), 23
21.—Part of (IEX), A, and ([313), 24,
and (TXT2),
22.— Essentially ([C33), O, and (CI3), B
23.— Essentially (C3=24), B4, and
(TI2)(5), B
24— About lattices, which we don’t treat
25.— Essentially ([C33=23), E1
26.— Analysis; solution sketched in place
27— Rudimentary Algebraic Geometry,
sketched in place
28.— Rudimentary Algebraic Geometry,
sketched in place

(6223), &2
13.— Essentially (B3), =3
14.— Part of (Z=2), I3
15.— Part of (CR), I3
16.— Essentially (E8), B3

17— Essentially (Z2), I3, and (Z3), X2

18.— Essentially (E8), B3
19.— Essentially (Z1a), £3
20.— Essentially (E13), &1

21.— Part of (ZZ2), I3, and (Z9), I3
22.— Part of (ZI@), X4, and (9), 3

23.— Essentially (B=23), [X2

24.— About Tor, which we don’t need

25.— Essentially (EIH)(2),
26.— Essentially (B22H),
27.— Essentially (IOId), [2A
28.— Essentially (OCIO), [

Chapter 3, pp.43—49

1.—Part of (Zm),
2.— Essentially (CX3R),
3.— Essentially (I1T=29), T3
4.— Part of (I1I=23), 64
5.— Essentially (I3Z1),
6.— Essentially (BIX),
7.—1) Part of (BIH), IL3;
rest is (B=I@),
8.— Essentially (IT9), T3
9.— Essentially (II—11), =@
10.— Essentially (IXZR), 210
11.— Essentially (I323),
12— Essentially (I21H),
13.— Essentially (IE3X3H),
14— Essentially (IX3R),
15.— Essentially (IIE3), &1
16.— Essentially (ECI3),
17— Essentially (ECI3),
18.— Essentially (I3X13),

Chapter 2, pp.31-35
1.— Essentially (BI7), X2

19.—1i) Essentially (IE3=3H), EI|;
i), iii), iv), v) essentially (IZ3=2@), EO;

2.— Essentially (BI8)(1), B0
3.— Essentially (IIITA), 3
4.—Part of (EB), B3
5.—Part of (ER), =3
6.— Essentially (E=2d), X2
7.— Part of (ZIX), K3
8.—1i) Part of (521m),
ii) Part of (EE12),
9.— Part of (IEIH), B3
10.— Essentially (I1a), 2
11.— Mostly in (IIES), B3, and (I0CH), [,
and (B232), B0
12.—Immediate from (B222), 24, and

250

vi) essentially (C3=30), B,
vii) essentially (IC3=3M), B,
vi) essentially (IC3=32), COA
20.— Essentially (I333), 21,
21.—i) Essentially (IE33), 22
i) (=B),
iii) (I=2), e,
iv) (x3),
22.— Essentially (I3d), 203
23.— Essentially (IXT3),

24.— Covered in ([C3=22), 2OH and [H]

(1.3.7), p. 199
25.— Essentially ([C310), 203



26.— Essentially (IXI),

27.— Covered in [H] (7.2.3), p. 333, and
(7.2.12), p. 337 , and (7.2.13), p. 338

28.— See 27

29.— See 27

30.— Follows easily from 27, and 28, and 29

Chapter 4, pp. 55-58
1.—To be done
2.—To be done
3.— To be done
4.— To be done
5.— To be done
6.— Analysis, continuing Ex. 26, p.3 in [8]
7.— To be done
8.— To be done
9.— To be done
10.— To be done
11.— To be done
12.—To be done
13.—Part of (IX=2m), 23
14.— Essentially (IEX=2M),
15.— To be done
16.— Covered in (IX24),
17.— Technical conditions for primary
decomposition; solution sketched in place
18.— Technical conditions for primary
decomposition; solution sketched in place
19.— To be done
20.— To be done
21.— Essentially (IZ3), M, and ([X12),
[
22.— Essentially ([X=20), ™
23.— Essentially (CZIR), M3, and (CZ1H),
M3, and ([Z=23), M, and ([X2A), [,
and ([X=23), 10

Chapter 5, pp. 67-73
1.— To be done
2.—To be done
3.—To be done
4.— To be done
5.— To be done
6.— Part of (IIL3W),
7.—To be done
8.— Part of (IZ=2), E3J
9.— To be done
10.—To be done
11— Essentially (IZIW), B
12.— To be done
13.— To be done
14.— To be done
15.—To be done
16.— Essentially (I5T), B3
17— Part of (I53), EO
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18.— Essentially (I53), £0

19.— Part of (IE3), @0

20.— To be done

21.— To be done

22.— To be done

23.— To be done

24.— Essentially (IIE2H), B, and (I[529),
[ raw|

25.— To be done

26.— Essentially (I523), E18, and (I5=24),
[ rans]

27.— Essentially (B6d),

28.— Essentially (BE3), 23, and part of
(e53731),

29.—Part of (BGA),

30.— Part of (EZBEI),

31.— Part of (EZBEI),

32.— To be done

33.— Essentially (2612),

34.— To be done

35.— To be done

Chapter 6, pp. 78-79

1.— Essentially (X&), B3, and to be done

2.— Part of (IEI3), B3

3.— To be done

4.— To be done

5.—To be done

6.— To be done

7.— To be done

8.— To be done

9.— To be done
10.—To be done
11.—To be done
12.— To be done

Chapter 7, pp. 84—88

1.— Essentially (IGI0), 02
2.— To be done
3.— To be done
4.— To be done
5.— Essentially (IE=22),
6.— To be done
7.— Follows easily from (IET2), O3
8.— Essentially (IER), 213
9.— To be done
10.— To be done
11.—To be done
12.— To be done
13.— To be done
14— Essentially (I5X), ZI3
15.— Essentially (II20), B2, and (E2H),
16.— Essentially (I351), &3
17— To be done
18.— Essentially (IX=20), M, and (CZ3),
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[, and (CZ=20), M3

19.— Follows easily from (IX=20),
20.— Essentially [H] (0,2.3.3), p. 56, and [H]

(0,2.4.2), pp. 58

21.— Essentially (8] (0,2.4.3), p.59

22.— Essentially (8] (0,2.4.6), p.60

23.— Essentially EGA, 1V1(,1.8.5), p. 239
24— Essentially EGA, IV1(,1.10.4), p. 250
25.— Essentially EGA, 1V2(,2.4.6), p. 20

26.— Trivial K-theory
27.— Trivial K-theory

Chapter 8, pp.91-92

1.— Essentially (IZ=27), 23, and (IX2R),

223

2.— Essentially (ICI2), 223

3.— Essentially (IXR), 223
4.— To be done
5.— To be done
6.— Essentially (IC3), 223

Chapter 9, p.99
1.— To be done
2.— To be done
3.—Part of (2EIH),
4.— Essentially (Z33),
5.— Part of (2521), 53

6.— To be done

7.— Essentially (22-13),
8.— Essentially (2ZZR),
9.— To be done

Chapter 10, pp.113-115

1.— Essentially (2219), 33
2.— Essentially (229), [33
3.— To be done
4.—To be done
5.— To be done
6.— To be done
7.— Essentially (22=24), [33
8.— To be done
9.—To be done

10.— To be done

11.—To be done

12.— To be done

Chapter 11, pp. 125-126

1.—To be done

2.— To be done

3.— Essentially (I513), £2
4.— To be done

5.— Trivial K-theory

6.— Essentially (IZ1d), 213
7.— Essentially (ZI-IR), X1
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algebra: (M), O element
algebra finite: (EEH), [ annihilator: (E), L2
algebra map: (I=W), 0 Cauchy sequence: (22), L3
coproduct: (E=22), B3 complementary idempotents: (IZI), B
extended Rees Algebra: (2IIH), 20 constant term: (BIM), 2
faithfully flat: (2£3), B3 equation of integral dependence: (I=2T), B3
finitely generated: (E=3), Id formal power series: (BIO), 2
flat: (HH), B3 free: (E11), 2O
group algebra: (ZEI3), generators: (), B; (£10), 20
homomorphism: (I=1), @ homogeneous: (EIT), @
integral over a ring: (I2T), B3 homogeneous component: (2IZ21), [22
localization: (II=23), homogeneous of degree n: (IE), EY;
module finite: (II=2W), B3 (ezm), 22; (BI2R), 23
structure map: (), @ idempotent: (I=IW), B
subalgebra: (E3), 3 initial component: (2O=21), [2Z2A
generated by: (E3), 3@ integral over a ring: (I=21), B3
tensor product: (B=22), B3 integrally dependent on a ring: (I2), 63

irreducible: (28), B

Kronecker delta function: (E=Id), &1
lift: (6=22), 72

limit: (22=W), 31

linear combination: (), O

linearly independent: (E=IO), 2O
multiplicative inverse: (=), O
nilpotent: (8232), [J; (I32X), EO
nonzerodivisor: (20), @
nonzerodivisor: (ICZIdA), I3

p-adic integer: (B2), L3

prime: (2-8), B

reciprocal: (=), @

relatively prime: (2228), B

residue of: (CH), B

inclusion: (E3), restr%cted vectors: (A1),

initial object: (EZ7), res.trlcte.d.vectors: (g1m), 2
insertion: (ECH), BS uniformizing parameter: (Z30), [Z3

inverse: (B0), B3 unit; (I:I:I:I), o

isomorphism: (B0), B3 zerodTv%sor: (1), o

map: (B1), B3 zerodivisorexPIRflat: (1), M3

morphism: (B), B3

object: (B), B3

pushout: (E3),

transition map: (B8), B3
category: (BE), B3

directed set: (W), €2

discrete: (BZD),

functor: (B8), B3

has direct limits: (EH), BS

product: (B=W), B3

canonical: (=), 0; (£2), 2
category theory
coequalizer: (EH),
colimit: (EH), B3
composition law: (E), B3
associative: (B1), B3
coproduct: (B=2),
direct limit: (EH), BY
has: (E0), B3
indexed by: (EH), B3
preserves: (E8), B3
dually: (822), 24
filtered direct limit: (ZZm), B2
identity: (B=W), B3
unitary: (B=1), B3

field: (2=3), @
discrete valuation: (231, I3
fraction field: (23), @
p-adic valuation: (2332),
rational functions: (2=3), @
Trace Pairing: (EZZ-I3),
trace: (2ZZI4H),

functor: (E22), B3
additive: (E=20), B2

small: (EH), B3 adjoint: (B), B
adjoint pair: (BE=), B
diagram counit: (BE=H), B2
chase: (613), 20 unit: (E33), B2
commutative: (ICH), B universal: (E3), B2
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cofinal: (Z=20), @2 Artin-Rees: (2OIX), 20
constant: (BE-3), B3 Artin—Tate: (E=2),
contravariant: (E), B3 Equational Criterion for Flatness: (E=2H),
covariant: (B=2), B3
diagonal: (EH), B3 Equational Criterion for Vanishing: (B=2m),
direct system: (BE8), B2
exact: (E2), Five: (B1H),
faithful: (EC32), Ideal Criterion for Flatness: (22=23), [Z3
forgetful: (E2), B3 Ideal Criterion for Flatness: (E2H),
isomorphic: (E=2), BD Nakayama: (IIID), BI; (2228), [0
left adjoint: (B=), BQ Nine: (BIH), 23
left exact: (E2), Noether Normalization: (IE), B3
linear: (EH), I¥; (E2), Nonunit Criterion: (88), [
natural bijection: (E=), B3 Prime Avoidance: (BIH), 3
natural transformation: (E2), B0 Schanuel: (B223),
right adjoint: (E3), B0 Snake: (E2I3), 3
right exact: (EBE3), Zorn’s: (E=3M), [O; (IEID), £3; (CZ93), [
ideal: (IA), O map
associated prime: (ICZZW), [N R-linear: (E22), 2
chain stabilizes: (IE=3), D automorphism: (=), O
comaximal: (IZIA), B bilinear: (B), I3
contraction: (), B bimodule homomorphism: (EXR), [
extension: (ICA), B endomorphism: (=), 0; (23A), 3
Fitting: (E53d), B2 homogeneous: (2=Z1), 22
fractional: (2Z50), I52 homomorphism: (I=T), O
invertible: (Z5=7), =3 isomorphism: (W), m; (E=2), 2
locally principal: (253), [53 lift: (6=2W), 22
principal: (250), 52 local homomorphism: (ITETY), B2
product: (E5), =3 Noether Isomorphisms: (E3), [
quotient: (25M), I52 quotient map: (E8), IA
generated: (), O retraction: (ECR), 3
idempotent: (IZIA), B section: (ER), 3
intersection: (), B trilinear: (BIm),
length of chain: (M), €1 matrix of cofactors: (II2),
lie over: (IZ2), EA module: (ET), L2
maximal: (2213), B S-torsion: (CZIW), 3
nested: (CH), O a-dic topology: (E2M), =30
nilradical: (B=22), @ ascending chain condition (acc): (IEIA), B
parameter: (EI3), annihilator: (E=W), 2
prime: (20), @ Artinian: (E2H), T
height: (EI=2), associated graded: (2IID), I3
maximal chain: (I54), B associated prime: (ICZZW), [0
minimal: (BH), I3 bimodule: (E=R), @
principal: (=), O bimodule homomorphism: (E=R), 9
product: (IA), B chain stabilizes: (IEIR), 0Y; (E2H), MM
proper: (IA), B characteristic polynomial: (W),
radical: (B22), [ closed: (ED), 2
saturated: (IIF), Cohen-Macaulay: (E33),
saturation: (ICIIRX), Cohen—Macaulay: (23=Zm), 20
sum: (CA), 3 coimage: (EH),
symbolic power: (IE=27), 10 cokernel: (E4), £0
variety: (IC3), 2 complete: (E22W), [T
composition series: (), [T
Lemma cyclic: (E22), I

Artin Character: (2ZZI4), depth: (E2X3),
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descending chain condition (dec): (BE=2H), finished: (23=27), [23
o Noetherian: (IEI3), B3
dimension: (2I=1), presentation: (E-I9), Z2
direct product: (E=I3), 21 projective (6221), 22
direct sum: (E2=I0), 21 quotient: (EH), [
direct sum: (EI3), 22 quotient map: (E8), IA
discrete: (22M), 30 R-linear map: (E2), [
embedded prime: (W), O radical: (2122),
endomorphism: (E32), 3 Rees Module: (2ZIIIH), 20
extension of scalars: (E=), [ residue: (EH), [
faithful: (23), 3; (23), 63; (I2=28), @ restriction of scalars: (E3), @
faithfully flat: (EE3), B3 scalar multiplication: (E0), 2
filtration: (EIEIW), [T semilocal: (ET2),
g-adic: (2IIM), T3 separated: (22Z), 30
g-filtration: (PILIT), I3 separated completion: (B2), X1
Hilbert—Samuel Function: (2IIN), I3 Serre’s Condition: (ZXIH), [I0
Hilbert—Samuel Polynomial: (2IEIW), I3 simple: (W), T2
Hilbert—Samuel Series: (BOI1), [I3 standard basis: (EI),
shifting: (2ICIT), I3 sum: (EH), 0
stable g-filtration: (2ZIIW), I3 support: (IZX2H), EQ
topology: (EZZ0), =0 system of parameters (sop): (2I2), 23
finitely generated: (E=IO), £0 tensor product, see also
finitely presented: (B1H), &2 torsion: (IZ=H), E1
flat: (EC3), B3 torsionfree: (I3=3\), B
free: (E11), 2O :
- notation
free basis: (E=10), 20 a+b: (CA), 8
free of rank ¢: (EI1), 2O anb: (CA), 8
generated: (E=ID), ab: (IA), @
graded: (2IC), 10 ap® o/ (ET), m
homogeneous component: (ZI), [0 aN: (1), 12
Hilbert Function: (BI3), T2 aR': (=), 8
Hilbert Polynomial: (EO3), 12 oS (T=I3),
Hilbert Series: (2I3), T2 M = N: (£2), @2
shifting (BICW), CI0 R=R' (CI), 0
homogeneous component: (ZI21), 22 MA: (I3), @
homomorphism: (E2), [ M™: (6IH), &2
image: (E2), 1 P(F*M,t): (CII), IS
inverse limit: (22=3), 310 Py(M, t): (2IIm), II3
invertible: (B5IH), p("): (=), Cm
isomorphism: (£22), 2 G*M: (2IIm), =
kernel: (E22), 2 [1M,: (B13), e
length: (=), O3 R~ R': (), O
localization: (I222), A 3" Ray: (34), O
localization at f: (IZ32), A Say: (E3A), O
localizaton at p: (I222), 2 p(F*M,n): (BIID), I
locally finitely generated: (I3Zd), 2 pq(M,n): (EII), O3
locally finitely presented: (I3Zd), B2 M ~ N: (232), 2
locally free: (IXZd), B2 ((R-alg)): (B2m), B3
maximal condition (maxc): (IEI3), O3 ((R-mod)): (Bm), B3
minimal condition (minc): (IE=28), MO ((Rings)): (B=W), E3; (I3M), 2
minimal generating set: (IILIH), B2 ((Sets)): (Bm), &3
minimal prime: ([CZ), I ((Top spaces)): (IC3), 22
modulo: (EB), I Ann(M): (21), 2
M-regular: (233), Ann(m): (E0), 2

M-sequence: (EXA), Ass(M): (Z=m), [
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Bilg (M, M’; N): (ET), a3 14: (E0), E3

b/a: (T9), O 1y (E2), 3

Coim(a): (EH), P(R): (EZ522),
Coker(a): (£9), (ak): (B713), 22

C: (23), 1 (my): (B13), &1

L1 My: (622), B3 (zx): (ETm), £

I_IMA: (E:z)r Pp: (m)v b (m)7 o)
MU N: (B3), B9 py: (III2), E2; (232), 3
D(f): (=), @ PS: (ﬂ::ﬂ), bo; (m)7 o
S, (ETm), 21 Tn: (EIH), 22

depth(a, M): (2334), Pic(R) : (E2522),
depth(M): (233), Q: (2=3), @

dim(M): (21=1), R/a: (B), 3

dim(R): (I5T1), £ R*: (M), O

lim M: (51), R' x R": (12), 8

d(M): (212), =3 R[[X1,..., Xy]]: (80m), T2
e,: (ETm), 21 R[X1,...,Xy]: (I3),0
Endg(M): (£3), 3 R[{Xx}xeal: (I=3), B
F(R): (2523), rad(R): (B), I

Fo: (W), @ rad(M): (E122),
F-(M): (633H), &2 rank(M): (2TM), 20

F,: (I532), Ea R: (23), @

Frac(R): (233), @ Ry: (IT12), B2

To(M): (IX=22), O R§= (=T7), B9

G*M: (emTm), = R": (aTm), 20

G*R: (o), I3 ROA: (z7m), £

h(M, n): (2IL3), T2 R(M,): (20IB), 20
H(M, t): (2I3), 2 (Rp): (2313), 21
Hom(M, N): (E32), 2 Ry: (2Im), I3
Idem(R): (I=Im), B R(q): (2XTH), =0
Idem(yp): (=Im), @ R[gflv"'vzn]: (@3), @
Im(a): (E2), 2 N®: (rzTm), @

lim My: (ZZ3), X1 S: (e13), 3

' (EIH), 22 s(M): (212), 23

S —T: (1), o

(Sp): (2313), 21
Spec(R): (I=3m), a2
Va: (B222), @

@ M,: (&I5), 2

> Bk (BT3), 22
Supp(M): (32H), EO
B: M —» N (5=21), &2
A: (D), o

T(M): (CX=3B), €1
tr: (2ZZ213),

tr. deg: (I5d), €1

T3 (M): (X3), 3

Ker(o): (€222), 2
E{X}}: (zxm), @
(a1,...,an): (IA), 1
(M): (=), T2
S~1R: (IIm), 63; (II=23), &
L+ M: (£38), 0
M(m): (2Im), g
(M : N): (251), =2
M: (Zz3), =3
M1 (Z53), 3
My: (I232), 2

M,: (I22), 2

M/N: (£3), 3 V(a): (C3W), 2

MN: (2571), =2 vp: (2ZIW), I

M & N: (E:I:E),IZZ x/s: (I:I:El:l)7 313§ (IEI:'ZS),
M ®gr N: (B2), @3 Z: (D), O

mQ@n: (BE3), I3 z.div(M): (C1a), ma

pr: (E3), @ z.div(R): (1), @

Lo (), 3

nil(M): (I32]), EO ring: (), @

nil(R): (8322), @ absolutely flat: (II9), I
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algebra, see also reduced: (B=22), @

Artinian: (E2H), M0 regular local: (EI=20),

ascending chain condition (acc): (IBE=3), E@ regular system of parameters: (2120), 23
associated graded: (2IIW), T3 residue ring: (ICH), B

Boolean: (I2), B; (2219), A ring of fractions: (W),

catenary: (I5IH), E2 semilocal: (8=3), [0

coefficient field: (Z2Z=X3), X2 Serre’s Conditions: (2Z3Id), [T
Cohen—Macaulay: (E33), [39; (2X320), @0 spectrum: (IC3D), 2

Dedekind domain: (2Z-W), I3 principal open set: (IZXW), 2
dimension: (I511), €1 quasi-compact: (IE32M), @

Discrete Valuation Ring (DVR): (2Z3), I3 Zariski topology: (=), 2

domain: (233), @ subring: (I=W), O

dominates: (EBEZ3), total quotient ring: (CI33),

extension: (IZM), Unique Factorization Domain (UFD):
factor ring: (@), B (z23), §; (mr33), 63

field, see also Unique Factorization Domain (UFD): (E8),
formal power series ring: (B8=I0), [2 B; (2XT), [=3; (2512),

graded: (EICT), I8 universally catenary: (Z3Z2), [0
homomorphism: (I=1), @ valuation: (2E), 52

Ideal Class Group: (2Z523),
integral closure: (MI=30),
integral domain: (2=3), @
integrally closed: (IMI=3M),
Jacobson: (I52M), B3

Jacobson radical: (81), [0
kernel: (CH), B

Laurent series: (B=I), 32

local: (BH), [0

local homomorphism: (IIITd), B2
localization: (II=M),
localization at f: (II-12), B2
localizaton at p: (II=2),
map: (I=0), O

maximal condition (maxc): (IE3), O
minimal prime: (BIX), 3

sequence
Cauchy: (2Z), =30
exact: (B0), 24
M-sequence: (233A),
finished: (23=27), 23
regular sequence: (2Z33),
short exact: (B833),
isomorphism of: (B22H),
split exact: (EH), 23
submodule: (E1), 2
pi-primary component: (IXI3), 012
homogeneous: (EILH), [T
p-primary: (IXW), 00
primary: (X)), 0@
primary decomposition: (IXI3), 2
irredundant: (IXI3), 12

modulo: (I=8), B minimal (IX13), [
Noetherian: (I0ET), B3 saturated: (IZZTIH), A
nonzerodivisor: (21), @ saturation: (ICZIH), @
normal: (II=3W), B2; (33), 63; ([ZXXA), subset

EJ; (T2m), £7; (2322), [2; (23-19), characteristic function: (I=2), O

[12; (22T), [3; (ZZT8), [50; (ZES), multiplicative: (21), @

=2 saturated: (BI3), 3
normalization: ([=3D), saturatation: (G7), 3
p-adic integers: (22), [ZT; (225), [=3 symmetric difference: (I=2), O
Picard Group: (25232), system of parameters (sop): (ET3), [Z3
polynomial ring: (=3), O regular (ZI=20),
Principal Ideal Domain (PID): (230), 33
Principal Ideal Domain (PID): (2=25), 8 tensor product: (B=2), I3
Principal Ideal Ring (PIR): (E=28), adjoint associativity: (BIM),
product ring: (CI2A), B; (X3F), 0; (E1H), associative law: (BEIM),

2; (M=29), 63; ([Z13), E7; (XIX), cancellation law: (BZI),

Os; (C13), I3 commutative law: (EB), 4
quotient map: (IZH), B unitary law: (B8), £9
quotient ring: (@), B Theorem

radical: (821), [0 Additivity of Length: (I¥4), [Ia
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Akizuki-Hopkins: (ICID), TIA Zariski Nullstellensatz: (I53), BO; (IE==22),
Characterization of DVRs: (2310), 20
Cayley—Hamilton: (IOI), topological space
Cohen: (IETIM), H2 closed point: (I332), @
Cohen Structure: (22=33), [32 compact: (IE323), B0
Determinant Trick: (I2), irreducible: (XIR), [
Dimension: (2IA), 23 irreducible component: (I319), 9;
Direct limits commute: (EId), IO (=xT3), pa
Exactness of Localization: (I2=20), 3@ Jacobson: (IE=23), €3
Exactness of Completion: (Z2I4), locally closed subset: (IE=23), E3
Exactness of Filtered Direct Limits: (IZId), quasi-compact: (I3=20), A
03 totally disconnected: (I3=23), BO
Finiteness of Integral Closure: (EZZI), very dense subset: (IE=2Z3), £3
First Uniqueness: (IX19), topology
Gauss: (MI33), 63 a-adic: (2Z), 30
Generalized Hilbert Nullstellensatz: separated: (ZZ), [0
(I528), @ Zariski: (I3W), 2
Going down totally ordered group: (EZBEIM),
for Flat Algebras: (IZZ1W), EO Archimedean: (2ZBEIA),

for integral extensions: (IZ4), B3
Going up: (I&=33),
Hilbert Basis: (IEI2), B3
Hilbert Nullstellensatz: (I5d), B0
Hilbert—Serre: (2I2), [Ia
Incomparability: (IZ3),
Jordan-Holder: (I93), 2
Krull Intersection: (IX=29), [M; (ZIL1Y),
iz
Krull Principal Ideal: (2I10), 22
Lasker—Noether: (IX=21),
Lazard: (E24),
Left Exactness of Hom: (E2IR), &2

value group: (ZBIM),

unitary: (B=0), B3
Universal Mapping Property (UMP)
coequalizer: (EH),
cokernel: (E9), 20
colimit: (EH), B3
coproduct: (BZ7), B3
direct limit: (B28), B3
direct product: (EI3), 22
direct sum: (EIH), 22
Formal Power Series: (ZZ=32), X2

Lying over: (IZ=3), fraction field: (23), @
Main of Classical Ideal Theory: (EZI1), free module: (E1M), £1
fis| inverse limit: (223), 31
Main Theorem of Classical: (Z5Id), localization: (IT), bB; (I2Z3), 2
Maximality: (IZE3), polynomial ring: (I=3), O
Noether on Invariants: (IBE=22), pushout: (E3),
Noether on Finiteness of Closure: (2Z=20), residue module: (E8), 9
=1 residue ring: (ICH), @
Scheinnullstellensatz: (8=29), A tensor product: (E3), I3
Second Uniqueness: ([E=2H), [I0
Serre’s Criterion: (2320), [Z12 valuation
Stone’s: (3X24), EO discrete: (2BEIW), [33
Tower Law for Integrality: (I=2a), general: (2ZBEIW)
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