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Lecture notes for PC2132
(Classical Mechanics)

For AY2017/18, Semester 1

Lecturer: Christian Kurtsiefer, Tutors: Adrian Nugraha Utama, Shi
Yicheng, Jiaan Qi, Tan Zong Sheng

Disclaimer

These notes are by no means a suitable replacement for a proper textbook on
classical mechanics, nor should it replace your own notes. It is just a best-effort
affair with the intention to be useful.

This is a document in process — it hopefully does not contain too many mis-
takes, but please contact us if you feel that you spotted one.
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Notation

There is an attempt to do use consistent notations through this lecture. Below
is a list what symbols typically refer to, unless they are referenced to otherwise.
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a vector; often the acceleration

a unit vector, i.e., a vector of length 1 (e-e =1)

a vector differential representing an oriented surface area element
a vector differential representing a line element

a vector representing a force

a scalar representing the Hamilton function of a system

the tensor for the inertia of a rigid body

a scalar representing the Lagrange function

a vector representing an angular momentum

a vector representing a torque

a scalar representing the mass of a particle

mass matrix in a system of coupled masses

the total mass of a system

a vector representing the momentum mv of a particle

a vector representing the total momentum of a system

a generalized coordinate

the “quality factor” of a damped harmonic oscillator

The position of a particle, represented by a vector

path length of a trajectory

scattering cross section, has unit of an area

time; typically a parameter that parameterizes the evolution of a system
either a time like a period or a total time, or a kinetic energy
potential energy

another vector, often the velocity of a particle

a scalar, often referring to the speed ||v]|

a scalar representing work for a state change 1 — 2

a vector representing an infinitesimal rotation by an angle 66
solid angle, characterizes a set of directions, unit sr (steradian)
a vector representing an angular velocity

the i-th component of a vector x
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1 Kinematics

1.1 Trajectories, velocity, acceleration

This part deals with a geometric description of the trajectories of a single point-
like object without going through how such a trajectory comes about.

In its simplest form, the motion of a particle over time can be described as a
time-dependent position vector

z1(t) x(t)
r(t) = | zo(t) | = y(®) (1)
x3(t) z(t)

This is a representation of the position r in traditional Cartesian coordinates
x,1y,z or — to simplify notations later — x1, z9, 3. In order to prepare ourselves
for other coordinate systems, we write this as

r(t) = x1(t) e; + xo(t) e + x3(t) €3 = Z Te;, (2)

where the e; are the unit vectors of the standard Cartesian coordinate system.
These unit vectors are normalized, which can be expressed by the scalar product,
e, -e; = 1, and two e; with different indices are orthogonal, i.e., e; - €; = 0 for
1 # 7. This can be summarized by the short notation

e; - ej = 5ij s (3)

with the Kronecker delta ¢;; equal to 1 for i = j, and 0 otherwise. Such a system
of unit vectors is referred to as an orthonormal basis for a vector, which means
that each vector can be represented as a linear combination of basis vectors,
and the coordinates of any vector x can be extracted via projection onto the
corresponding unit vector,
T, —=X-€;, (4)
where the notation (_- _) denotes again the scalar product between two vectors.
An interesting property of a trajectory of a single point that moves in time

according to r(t) is its rate of change of the position, or its velocity. This is
simply the derivation of r(¢) with respect to time,

. r(ty) —r(t2) _ dr(t)
At—0 At dt -’

(5)

with the position at two different times t1,t, with a time difference At = t5 — t;
and Ar = r(t;) — r(ty) according to the following figure:
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The velocity as a derivative with respect to time is often written as v =r, and
can be expressed as a linear combination of coordinate base vectors with time
dependent components v;(t) with i = 1,2,3

i=1 i=1
As can be see from the figure, the direction of the velocity vector v is tangential
to the trajectory in each point. Its modulus v(t) = ||v(t)|| is referred to as the
speed of the point, and is obtained in the usual way via the norm of the velocity

vector,
3
v=|v[|=Vv - v=\ vl +vi4+0= D 02 (7)
sz

Apart from the parameterization of a trajectory with respect to time ¢, it is
often useful to parameterize it according to its path length s. This makes it
possible to describe geometrical properties of the trajectory independently of the
speed with which a point may follow it. For example, we can express the velocity

of a point via
. Ar .. As drds (8)
v=lim — lim — = — —.
As—0 As At—0 At ds dt
The derivative ds/dt is by definition the speed of a point, i.e., the path length

increase per unit of time. This means that we can write the velocity vector as

@
ds

where e; = dr/ds is a tangential vector e; to the trajectory. Contrary to v, it is
a unit vector, as it can be seen by comparing (6) and (7). The transition to a
parameterization of the trajectory by its path length s therefore allows a definition
of a tangential vector that only depends on the geometry of the trajectory.

We now move on to another vectorial quantity, the rate of change of velocity,
or the acceleration. This is simply the temporal derivative of the velocity,

d
a=" —v=f (10)

=v-e, 9)

V=

Apart from just specifying a time dependence of the Cartesian coordinates similar
to (6), we can express it as a linear combination of vectors that are associated

4
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with the trajectory. We start from (9), and apply the rule for deriving a product
or two quantities:

d dv de; de;

a=—((ve)=—e+v—=0v€+v—. 11

alve) = gret g, 7 (11)
The first component in this sum is pointing in the tangential direction, and, as
its vectorial component e; is a unit vector, the quantity v describes the change
of velocity over time along the path. The second component in this expression
contains a temporal derivative of the tangential unit vector e;. If we take the
normalization condition for e,

et-et:1, (12)

and derive the whole equation with respect to time, we obtain

d d d d
et-et—ket-ﬁ:Zet ©

(e, -e) = Lt =0. 1
dt (e - er) dt dt dt 0 (13)

The vanishing dot product between product between e, and de;/dt means that
the latter is a vector that is perpendicular to the tangential vector, and thus
points in a direction orthogonal to the trajectory in each point. We now split up
de;/dt into a modulus and a direction, and formulate it as much as we can by
elements that only depends on the geometry of the trajectory. For this, we write

det . det @

de, _de;ds _ |de
dt ds dt

no 14
75 |© (14)

where e,, is a new unit vector in the direction of the derivative of the tangent vec-
tor e; with respect to the path length. The last two factors in this expression do
not contain any explicit time dependence anymore, and are thus only a property
of the trajectory’s geometry.

To interpret the meaning of this product, we consider a circular trajectory
parameterized by s, with

X2
R

OJR >X1

r(s) =R {COS <]S%) e; + sin (;) e
)

(15)
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By taking the derivative with respect to s, one finds

dr o /s\ 1 s\ 1 .S S

— =R [—sm (R) Eel + cos (R) 362} = —smﬁ e +cos§ €y, (16)
making use of several derivation rules, and the fact that the unit vectors e; 5 do
not depend on s. The derivative dr/ds has the norm 1 because of sin*(s/R) +
cos?’(s/R) = 1, and is thus the unit tangential vector e; to the trajectory (15),
i.e., dr/ds = e;. We now proceed to take the next derivative with respect to s:

= ——CcoS—e] — —Sin—ey = ——

@ 1 S 1 S 1(
ds R R R R R

cos % e + sin % e2> (17)

The term in the parenthesis is again a unit vector, which we denote e, as it is
normal to e;. Thus, the derivative

det 1

Is = T Ren (18)
for this circular trajectory has a modulus that is inversely proportional to the
radius R of the circle. As any (reasonably smooth) trajectory can locally be
approximated by an arc of a circular trajectory, we now can identify the last two
terms in (14) with a local radius of curvature R. With this and (14) we can write
the expression (11) for the acceleration as

) 1
a:vet+vzﬁen, (19)
where some care has to be taken with the direction of the unit vector e,, of the
trajectory. The quantity 1/R is also referred to as the local curvature of the
trajectory in any point. A straight trajectory with de;/ds = 0 has curvature 0.

1.2 Vectors in polar coordinates

So far, we have chosen Cartesian coordinates to describe the trajectory of a
point, and some of its derived quantities. We now try to do this (for a two-
dimensional problem) in another coordinate system, the polar coordinates. The

X2 ) €

e

\j
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polar coordinates (r,6) are connected to the Cartesian counterparts (xy,xs) via
xy=rcosf, xo=rsind (20)

While a trajectory can simply be specified by describing the coordinate pair
(r,0) as a function of a parameter like time ¢ or path length s, the description
of directed, vector-like quantities becomes more tricky. We do need a basis to
describe vectors that is somehow connected to the coordinates. Such vectors can
be constructed from the direction specified by the position change from a given
point r to r-+dr if one of the coordinates is changed, i.e., r — r+dr or  — 0+4d0.
From (20) we find (in Cartesian coordinates)

e, = consty - a—(xl e +xyey) =cosfe; +sinbe;
r
0
ey = consty- %(xl e +1yey) = —sinfe; + cosfe,y, (21)

where the constants are chosen to normalize the vectors. In the first equation,
this constant is 1, in the second equation it is 1/r. Both vectors e,, ey form an
orthonormal basis, that can be used to express vectors anywhere in (here: two
dimensional) space.

As an example, we now express velocity and acceleration vectors of a moving
point in these coordinates. First, we note that any point in the trajectory r(t)
can be expressed as

r=re, (22)

We then arrive at the velocity by taking the temporal derivative:

d de,

V:d—t(rer):f’er—i—r 7

(23)

We use the product rule to carry out the differentiation, because e, will depend
on the position of the point, and may thus not be constant over time. As we
are looking for changes of e,, we can attempt to look for changes in the new

coordinates: p So. dd de. d 50
e oe, av e, l _ av _
@ d T a e (24)
——

=0

With this, we can write the velocity vector as a linear combination of the new
unit vectors e, ey: '
v=re,+rleg (25)

Similarly, we try to express the acceleration in the basis (e,, ey):

dv . . de,
a=—=re.+7r

dt dt

+ (70 + rf) eg + 10 Cf;f (26)
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We obtain the temporal derivation of ey in a similar way as in (24):

@_%cﬁ Oeg dr_e-aeg
dt 00 dt

—0—=—fe, 27
or dt 00 © (27)
=~
=0
The latter step follows from (21) by differentiation of €y and comparison with e,.

We now can clean up the expression for the acceleration, and arrive at
a=(i—r0* e + (270 4 r0) ey (28)

The strategy how to obtain local unit vectors can be applied to other coordinate
systems. It is an important method to find a basis to express vectorial quantities
in whatever coordinate system is chosen.

1.3 Angular velocity

So far, we have encountered the vector quantities for the velocity v, which de-
scribes the rate of change of the position r of a point in time, and the acceleration
a, which describes the rate of changes of the velocity.

We now come back to the motion of a point on a circular trajectory defined
by (15). Here, polar coordinates (r,0) as defined in (20) simplify the description
because r is constant. In a trajectory is parameterized by time ¢, all information
about the motion is contained in the function #(¢). Similar to the linear motion,
we can introduce an angular velocity w for the instantaneous rate of change of 6:

d
wlt) = 6() (29)
This is a simple quantity for a motion in two dimensions. As any motion in
three dimensions can be locally approximated by a circular arc, we look more
carefully at a circular motion in three dimensions. The approximate circular
motion in each point has a well-defined axis of rotation. This axis can be well
described by a vector, with an ambiguity in the pointing direction (because an
axis is equally well described by two vectors w and —w), and its length. In the
same way as the rate of change of the position is encoded in the length v = |v| of
the velocity vector v, we now encode the rate of change of the angle, w = d@/dt
of the approximate circular motion, into the length of a vector w, which points
in the axis of rotation. We can fix the pointing ambiguity by postulating that v,
a = v (which is perpendicular to v), and w form a right-handed system. Note
that here the angle 6 refers to a polar coordinate system with an origin in the
center of the approximating circle. This definition of w is independent of any
coordinate system, a property that seems sensible to postulate for meaningful
physical quantities.
We now check the relation between v, r and w if we choose a coordinate system
that has an origin somewhere on the axis of the rotation as shown in the figure.
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The modulus of the velocity is given by v = wR = w|r|sin «, and v is perpen-
dicular both on r and w. This relationship is fulfilled by the vector product

V=wXr, (30)

which incidentally also matches the choice for the direction of w.

In analogy to the velocity v describing the rate of change of a position in space
r, and the simple relation v = r, this may suggest that there is a vector quantity
that has the meaning of an angle, and its temporal derivative leads to the vector
quantity w above. This, however, will not work. To see why, we need to have a
closer look to coordinate transformations.

1.4 Coordinate transformations

It can be useful to describe a vector quantity like the velocity in different co-
ordinate systems. The usual Cartesian coordinate system with some origin is
one of them, the tangential coordinate system to a trajectory, defined by e; from
(9), e, from (11) and a third unit vector, e, = €; x e, orthogonal to the first
two, is another one. Yet other Cartesian reference frames can be generated from
tangential vectors to polar, spherical or cylindrical coordinate systems. They all
have the property that any vector can be expressed as a linear combination of
the respective basis vectors:

3
a=> ape; (31)
i=1

Any transition from a right-handed basis {e1, e, e3} to a different right-handed
basis {e}, €}, e;} can be expressed as a rotation in space. This can be shown
rigorously, but we skip this here and refer to a course in basic linear algebra. The
coordinate transformation should not affect the scalar product of two vectors,
and as a consequence, norm of a single vector should be conserved, i.e,

3 3
a/-b’:Za’ib’i :Zazbz :a~b, (32)
i=1 =1



Version: 11*" Nov, 2017 11:13; svn-65

with components a; and a; in the respective bases. The transformation between
the coordinates is a linear relationship, and can be represented by

aq ai mi1 M2 MMag ai 3
/ _ J— [

ay | =M-| ay | =| ma ma ma || a2 or a; =) mia;,
/ j=

ag as ms31 M3z M33 as j=1

(33)
with the matrix M made up by components m;;. The matrix representation M
of a linear transformation that preserves the scalar product between two vectors
obeys |det M| = 1.
We now look at specific examples for rotations and their representation in the
form (33). A rotation around the ez axis by an angle ¢ is represented by

cos¢ —sing 0
Rs(¢) = | sing cos¢p 0O (34)
0 0 1

Matrix representations of rotations around axes e; s can be obtained by cyclic
coordinate change 1 -2 -3 =1 (orz —y — 2 — x):

1 0 0 cosgp 0 sing
Ri(¢)=1] 0 cos¢ —sing and Ra(¢) = 0 1 0 (35)
0 sing cos¢ —sing 0 coso¢

Rotations around different axes do generally not commute. The matrix repre-
senting two sequential transformations is the matrix product of the representa-
tions of the individual transformations. For example,

0 0 1 0 —1 0 0 01
R,(90°) - R3(90°) = 0 10 1 0 0|=|100/{, (36)
-1 0 0 0 0 1 010
but
0 -1 0
R3(90°) - Ry(90°) = 0 0 1 [+#Rx(90°)-Rs3(90°). (37)
-1 0 0

If we were to represent a rotation by a vector, the sum of two such vectors would
be again a vector representing a rotation that should represent the concatenation
of the rotations represented by the individual vectors; this can be motivated by
looking at two rotations around the same axis. For different axes, however, the
representation of concatenated rotations depend on their sequence, but the sum
of two vectors does not. Hence, a rotation by a finite angle can not be represented
in a meaningful way by a vector. This answers, in part, the problem we were
facing at the end of section 1.3: there is no underlying vector quantity which has
the angular velocity vector w as a rate of change in time.

10
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We stay for a while with the properties of rotation transformations. They are
still meaningful independently of the choice of a coordinate system, although they
can not represented by vectors. Specifically, observers with different coordinate
systems can agree on a rotation axis, direction, and angle.

As rotations can be represented by matrices that transform vectors according to
(33), and such matrices can again be represented in different coordinate systems,
we can try to extract properties of rotation transformations that are independent
of the coordinate system. The determinant det M of a representing matrix M
is such a property. Others are the eigenvalues of a representing matrix. For the
specific example of a rotation around es in (34), we can evaluate the characteristic
equation to determine the eigenvalues A:

c—\N —s 0
R3(0)—M|=| s c—=X 0 |[=1=N[(c=N*+s=0, (38
0 0 1-2X\

with ¢ = cos ¢, and s = sin ¢. This can be further simplified to
(1=A)(1—2eA+)N?) =0. (39)
The first eigenvalue is A = 1; one corresponding eigenvector is

0
a=| 0 | =es. (40)
1

This represents the fact that vectors along the rotation axis do not change. More
generally, an eigenvector to the eigenvalue 1 of a matrix representing an arbitrary
rotation provides a nice way to find the axis of rotation in any Cartesian coordi-
nate system. For the other two eigenvalues A that fulfill (39), we find the roots
to the second factor (1 — 2cos A + A?):

A = cosdt/cos2p—1=cosgp+—1/1—cos?¢

= cos¢p £ ising = e (41)

Therefore, we can extract the angle of rotation represented by a matrix by looking
at its complex eigenvalues. As a side remark, the corresponding eigenvectors
for a rotation represented by Rg(¢) are a = e; £ iey. These vectors are not
too meaningful in classical mechanics, but become useful e.g. when considering
representations of electromagnetic fields of circular polarization; left- and right-
handed polarized fields propagating along the es axis are represented by these
eigenvectors, and are preserved under rotations around es.

The rotations we have considered so far all preserve the handedness of a coordi-
nate system; they fall into the category with det R = +1; they are so-called proper

11
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rotations. Scalar-product preserving coordinate transformations with det R = —1
are referred to as improper rotations, and are are concatenations of (an odd
number of) coordinate inversions, or mirror images with proper rotations. For
example, a reflection in direction of e3 is represented by the matrix

10 0
Ms=|01 0 |. (42)
00 —1

We have seen examples of vectors like velocity and acceleration. For a change
to a different orthogonal coordinate system, they need to be transformed accord-
ing to (33). Physical quantities like temperature in a given location or the speed
of a point that do not change under coordinate changes form the class of scalars.
We can extend this concept and ask e.g. how to transform the representations
of physical properties that need to be represented by matrices. Such quantities,
apart from the rotations we just saw, do exist; an example in continuum mechan-
ics would be the stress tensor), but this is beyond the scope of this module. The
moment of inertia of a solid is another one. If such a quantity (referred to as
tensor of rank 2) is represented by a matrix T made up by components ¢;;, its
components transform under M according to

3
t/ij = Z mikmﬂtkl (43)
k,l=1

One can turn these transformation properties around, and classify a physical
property as scalar, vector or tensor according to their transformation properties:
Scalars do not change under rotations, vector are transformed according to (33),
tensors of rank 2 according to (43), and so on.

1.5 Infinitesimal rotations

Examples (36) and (37) show that finite rotations generally do not commute.
However, the situation changes if we consider only small rotations. Starting from
(30), we find a change of a position r in a small time interval Jt:

r —r+0r; with or; =vit = (wdt) xr=100; X1, (44)

where 06, represents a small rotation by an angle 06, around an axis parallel to
0601, and a handedness in the same way as defined for w.
Two sequential infinitesimal rotations, 68, followed by §685, change the position
r of a point similarly to (44) by the infinitesimal amount
dris = 0ry + 060y X (r + 0ry)
= 060; Xr+90y X (r+ 360, xr)
= 00; Xr+005 X1+ 005 X 601 X1
A 00 Xr+00y X1 (45)

12
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by neglecting the product term of two infinitesimal quantities in the last step.
This representation is the same if one carries out the rotations in different order.
As a consequence, infinitesimal rotations represented by vectors 00 do commute.

We can also see this with an infinitesimal version of our example in (36) and
(37). We first approximate the representation (34) by a truncated Taylor expan-
sion for small angles 96:

1—662/2+... —005+663/3'—... 0 1 =565 0

R3(60;) = | 605 —603/31+... 1-602/2+... 0 |~|d0; 1 0|,
0 0 1 0 0 1

(46)

again by neglecting terms in higher than linear order in 6. Similarly, we ap-
proximate Ry (d62), and evaluate two concatenated small rotation matrices. We

find

1 —003 00,
Ry (06,) - R3(603) = 005 1 0 (47)
—(592 (592(563 1
and
1 —593 (592
R;(5602) - R3(003) = 03 1 06,005 | . (48)
—00y 0 1

The two expressions differ only by the two underlined terms, which is a product
of two infinitesimal angles. Neglecting them with the same argument used for
truncating the Taylor expansion, the infinitesimal rotations commute.

So in summary, an infinitesimal rotation can be represented by a vector 0. The
direction of this vector characterizes the rotation axis, and can be transformed in
a meaningful way according to (33). Its modulus represents the rotation angle,
and the sum of two vectors 00, 4+ 00, represents correctly the concatenation of
the two individual infinitesimal rotations.

2 Newtonian Mechanics for single particles

So far, we only looked at a mathematical description of trajectories. Omne of
the main goals in classical mechanics is to describe the evolution of a physical
system in time. An extremely successful method for this was developed by Sir
[saac Newton. The idea is not to specify the whole trajectory of a particle, but
to combine very few underlying universal principles with standard mathematical
methods. These principles were expressed as “laws”, and are sufficient (together
with some initial parameters) to lead to a complete description of the evolution
of a physical system.

These laws, together with the mathematical tools to solve differential equations,
have turned out to be tremendously successful in the description of mechanical

13
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systems over an extremely wide scales in space and time, ranging from motion
on the molecular level up to the motion of planets. It was not until perhaps a
120 years ago that the descriptive strength of these few “laws” has been seen
as incomplete for describing the motion of mechanical objects, specifically for
areas where very small masses, extremely short time scales, high energies, and
velocities on the order of the speed of light are involved.

That said, Newton’s laws turned physics into a science with an enormous pre-
dictive power based on very few and simple rules, and cover extremely well the
phenomena that we encounter in our daily life.

2.1 Newton’s laws

Sir Isaac Newton formulated these laws in 1687 in his “Principia”. They were
formulated as follows:

I. A body remains at rest or in uniform motion unless acted upon a force.

I1. A body acted upon a force moves in such a manner that the time rate of
change of momentum equals the force.

[I1. If two bodies exert forces on each other, these forces are equal in magnitude
and opposite in direction.

These laws do not mean that the physical world has to follow them strictly —
they are more a tool to efficiently describe how many things evolve in time. In
a sufficiently well specified context of initial conditions and participating forces,
they and allow a very accurate description of the motion of objects. However, it is
necessary to observe how well Newton’s laws (or any other physical law) capture
a phenomenon in nature to see if corrections or additional principles need to be
added.

When these laws were formulated, the whole mathematical language of defini-
tions and formal logic was not as formally developed as it is now. Thus, it makes
sense to comment on these laws to make clearer what they actually state.

The first law is basically a definition of a “free particle”. The notion of a force
is used, but not introduced in a too useful way. “Uniform motion” means that
the velocity of a particle does not change in time. For making a statement about
a velocity, we do require a specific reference frame, i.e., the choice of an origin
and a few other properties that we will see later. Formally, we would write the
first law as

F =0= v = const. (49)

The second law explicitly relates force with momentum (called quantity of
motion originally), and Newton provided a definition of the momentum of a
particle as

p=mv, (50)

14
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where m is the mass of a particle, and v its velocity. Mathematically, the second
law can be written as

d d

F = ip:%(mv):ma:mx. (51)

This is a definition of what is meant by force. However, this definition requires
that one has already an idea what the mass m of an object is. While it seems
intuitively clear, this is a reference to the inertial mass of an object. It is an
intrinsic quantity of an object that is not subject of its state of motion.

The third law is a statement on the motion of two objects that exert forces on
each other. Even more specific, it makes reference to forces aligned along the
connecting line between them,

Fio || (x1 —x2), (52)

where x; and x, are the positions of the two objects. Such forces are referred
to as central forces, but the choice of the name “central” will only become clear
at a stage when we consider objects of finite size. Examples of such forces are
forces exerted by a elastic spring connecting the two bodies, the gravitational
force between two heavy masses, or the force between two electrically charged
objects, van der Waals forces, and others.

In such a case, the third law then states that
Fiy = —Fy (53)

Notably, the third law does not apply to forces that depend on the velocity of
particles. Examples for such forces are the friction of an object moving through
a medium, or even the (weak) velocity dependence of the gravitational force.

Together with the definition of force in the second law in (51), one can write
the third law in its version (53):

dV1 dV2 mq (05} (54)
mi—— mo—— Or mia; = —1Mmea or —=——,
1 dt 2 dt 141 242 Mo a

where the minus sign indicates the opposite orientation of the two accelerations
on the two masses. This relation can be used to compare the two inertial masses
by comparing the accelerations of the two bodies when they exert a force on
each other. Again, an appropriate reference frame is necessary to determine the
accelerations.

15
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We often do not measure the ratio of inertial masses, but that of heavy masses
in the gravitational field of the earth with a balance. It does not follow by
logic from Newton’s law that the heavy mass and the inertial mass used in the
definition of a force (51) are the same. However, many tests have been carried
out that compared heavy and inertial masses that seem to indicate that they are
indeed the same property. Often Galileo is attributed to have carried out the first
of these tests by comparing the falling time of balls of the same material, but
different masses from the tower of Pisa some time around 1600, but apparently
Simon Stevin seemed to have actually carried out this experiment on the church
tower in Delft in 1586. Those early experiments had a limited accuracy, and
experiments carried out by Newton himself seemed to have shown the equivalence
of heavy and inertial mass “only” to within 1072, Much more accurate tests were
carried out by Eotvos! in 1890, and more recent experiments by Dicke? in 1964
could show the equivalence of the two quantities to within 1072, This seems to
suggest that they are indeed equivalent. The assertion that the two are equivalent
is referred to as the equivalence principle, and is one of the cornerstones of general
theory of relativity.

Another important consequence of the third law can be seen when using the
definition of the force in the form of F = dp/dt in an isolated system of two
bodies 1,2. Then, it states

dp, dp, d

—— = _—_—2 or — =0. 55
This means that the sum p; 4+ p, of the two momenta is constant in time, i.e.,
the total momentum in this system is conserved. We will see a few more of such
conservation laws, they tend to simplify the description of the dynamics of a

system.

2.2 Inertial reference frames

The consequences of Newton’s laws only make sense if there is an appropriate
coordinate system that is used to describe the derivatives of the momentum
via (53). Such coordinate systems are referred to as inertial reference frames.
Therefore, a somewhat lame definition of such a reference system is can be seen
as one in which Newton’s laws hold. Then, the first law (49) can be used as a
definition: An inertial reference frame is a reference frame in which a body under
no influence of a force remains in uniform motion.

Once one has identified an inertial reference frame, there are several others:
As Newton’s laws make statements about the change of velocities of bodies, the
addition of a constant velocity does not affect the validity of the laws. Thus,

'Lorand E6tvos, 1848-1919
2Robert H. Dicke, 1916-1997

16


https://dx.doi.org/10.1016/0003-4916(64)90259-3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lor%C3%A1nd_E%C3%B6tv%C3%B6s
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_H._Dicke

Version: 11*" Nov, 2017 11:13; svn-65

a coordinate transformation between two reference systems K and K’ with a
position vector of a point r in K, and r’ in K’ according to

r—r =r+vgt (56)

with a constant velocity vo leads to ¥ = ¥'. Thus, if Newton’s laws hold in

K, they also do in K’. It should be noted that the times ¢ and ¢’ in the two
reference systems are assumed to be the same. Such transformations are referred
to as Galilean transformations, the equivalence of two inertial frames under such a
transformation is referred to as Galilean invariance, or the principle of Newtonian
or Galilean relativity.

2.3 Equation of motion

We can now use Newton’s second law (51) to determine the dynamic of a system,
simply by considering

F =mx (57)
as a differential equation for the position x of a body. This is a second order
ordinary differential equation (ODE), which we can solve if we know the force
F acting on the body, and sufficient initial or boundary conditions for the posi-
tion and/or velocities. However, this equation of motion does not always hold.
Examples where this is not applicable are

e situations in non-inertial reference frames, like rotating reference frames.
This becomes significant e.g. in the description of the motion of air particles
and clouds on long ranges;

e at velocities that are not small compared to the speed of light;

e when time would be not homogenous. This is perhaps a rather exotic
restriction.

2.3.1 Free Fall

A simple equation of motion is presented for a constant force F = Fy. Then,
the acceleration a = Fy/m is constant as well, and we can obtain the velocity by
integration over time:

t
1
V@%:/aWMﬂ+Vw:EFM+Vm (58)
0

where vy is the velocity of the particle at time ¢ = 0. The position x(t) of the
particle at any time ¢ follows from integration of v(¢),

t
1
mw:/&wmf+m:§fmf+vd+m, (59)
m
0
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Y

With the additional integration constant xq fixing the position at ¢ = 0. A typical
example for such a case is the acceleration of a body with a mass m under the
influence of gravity on earth, ignoring eventual friction forces. Such a motion is
called free fall, but can have initial conditions that include a velocity component
that points in an arbitrary direction.

This is a nice example where one can see that the vectorial equation of motion
(and its solution) separates into individual components. In the example shown
in the figure, the constant force Fy has no component in x direction. Therefore,
the motion in x is uniform, i.e., the velocity component v, is constant, and the
component x(t) increases linearly in time. For the component in y, the motion is
quadratic in ¢. The choice of a suitable coordinate system therefore can simplify
the integration of the equation of motion, and separate out certain degrees of
freedom.

2.3.2 Friction Forces

Another class of forces are friction forces. They appear when an object moves in
a fluid, or in contact with a surface, and opposes the motion of a particle. They
depend on the velocity either linearly,

F=—-av (60)

with a positive constant «, or more generally,

F =) (61)
with a function f(v) depending on the speed v of the object. The dependency can
be rather complex and depends on the nature of the friction, and on the velocity
range. If something moves through a fluid like air slow enough, f(v) x v as in
(60), but for higher speeds, a quadratic dependency is observed. An approximate
heuristic formulation of such a friction force that is used to describe the drag of
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objects like cars or bicycles moving through air is

1

flv) = §prz4v2, (62)

with the density of air p, the surface A area of the vehicle, and a dimensionless
shape-dependent drag coefficient ¢y, that is around 0.3 for most cars these days,
and around 1 for someone on a bicycle for typical speed ranges. If v comes close
to the speed of sound, f(v) undergoes a relatively complex change.

2.3.3 Harmonic oscillator

The motion of a harmonic oscillator is a particularly important and appears in
many areas of physics. We consider the simple case where a mass m is connected
to a spring with a Hook constant %k, and motion only takes place in x direction:

k

AL VLV

F, = —kz, (63)
and with (51) or F, = mi = —kz, the equation of motion takes the form
B(1) + a(t) = 0 (64)
i —zx(t)=0.
m

This is a linear ordinary differential equation, because all derivatives of = appear
linearly. Such equations have special solutions

z(t) = e (65)

with a (generally complex) constant s. Inserting (65) into (64) leads to

<32 - k) z(t) =0. (66)

m

As this equation has to hold for all times, the first term needs to vanish:

k
s+ —=0 (67)

m
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This is referred to as the characteristic equation of (64). Its two roots are

k k k
S10 =+ —— = £/ — = +iw with w=/— (68)
m m m

Because the roots s 5 are distinct, the general solution of (64) is a linear combi-
nation of the two solutions (65) for s; and s,

s1t

x(t) = aqe 4 aQeSQt — aleiwt 4 a267iwt' (69)

The constants a; » are now chosen to meet the initial conditions of the differential
equation. To fully determine the motion in time, exactly two initial conditions
are needed; let’s assume z(t = 0) = zo, and v(t = 0) = @(t = 0) = 0. Inserting
these conditions into (69) leads to
z(t=0) = a;+ay =1 (70)
(t=0) = ajiw— agiw =iw(a; —az) =0 (71)
The second part leads to a; = asg, and the first part then to a; = z4/2, so we
finally get the oscillatory solution to (64) that meets the initial conditions,
_ o

z(t) = 5

with the oscillatory solution of amplitude xy and a period 27 /w:

(ei“t + e_i‘*’t) = T coswt, (72)

X\ |
XO_ |
|
|
|

0 | Vt

2T

IR)

2.4 Angular motion

Newton’s laws introduce the concept of momentum, which is changed by a force,
and can be used to make a statement about the linear motion of a body. If no
force is acting on the body, the linear momentum p is conserved. Similarly for
angular motion, one can formally define a vector termed angular momentum L:

L:=rxp, (73)

where r is the position of a particle with respect to some origin O, and p = mv its
linear momentum. This definition does not imply any circular motion, but it is
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L
circular path o) general trajectory N
~a o
O
r F
/ . .
~—— rotation axis

for circuar motion

inspired by it, as shown below: In the case of a circular trajectory and a constant
speed v, the newly defined vector L is constant, and points in the direction of
the earlier introduced angular velocity w.

The temporal derivative of the angular momentum defined in (73) is given by:

: d
L = @(rxp)

= rXp+rxp
= vx(mv)+4rxp
=0
— rxF, (74)
(75)

where F is the force acting on the particle. Similar to the definition of L in (73),
one can define a vector N called torque with respect to an origin O:

N:=rxF (76)
With this definition, the temporal derivative of L is simply given by
L=N (77)

This looks similar to the second law for linear momentum, p = F, but for rota-
tions. Thus, for angular motion, angular momentum L and torque N play similar
roles as momentum p and force F for linear motion.

If N=0,L=0,ie., the angular momentum L remains constant or is con-
served. An important example for this situation can be found with central force
problems; like the Coulomb interaction or gravitational attraction between two
heavy bodies. If the origin O for determining the angular momentum is chosen
in one of the two bodies, or somewhere on the connecting line between them, the
force F exerted by each body to the other one is parallel to r. Then,

N=rxF=rx(const-r)=0. (78)

Consequently, the angular momentum does not change in time: isolated systems
governed by a central force (planets around a central star, electrons around a
proton) conserve the angular momentum. This does not mean, however, that the
trajectories have to be circular!
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3 Work and Energy

While Newton’s laws allow for a straightforward formulation of equations of mo-
tion via forces, they require a knowledge of the vectorial quantity force. This
can become a bit complicated, especially if forces need to be introduced to fulfill
boundary conditions and constraints. Sometimes a quantity of interest may not
require to fully solve the equations of motion. On the other hand, some of the
expressions for forces can get simpler as well with the introduction of concepts of
work and energy. They will also be required for deriving the equations of motion
of a physical system in different ways than using Newton’s laws.

3.1 Kinetic energy

We start with the definition of an integral quantity between two positions 1 and
2 of a particle along a path I' as indicated:

Wy = / F.ds (79)

r, ds \

1 path T

This is definition of “work” Wi, for a transition between two points integrates up
the scalar products between a local force F and line elements ds along the path
I'. It can be evaluated component-wise,

/FF-ds:/FZFidxi (80)

Often one can also evaluate the kernel Fds of this integral with respect to a
sensible parameterization of the path I', like the path length s introduced earlier,

F-ds=F-eds, (81)

where e; is the tangential vector to the path, and ds a length element. With
F = mv, and parameterizing via time, ds = vdt, it becomes
F-ds = (mv)-(vdt)
1
= 5m (2vv dt)
1 1 9
_ md(v-v)-d(mv) (82)
2 2
The third step in the development above can be seen as reversing the differenti-
ation of the scalar product v - v =: v? with respect to time:
d

SV =V iy = 2wy (83)
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The last step in (82) is just combining the constants into a single differential
d(mv?/2). By defining a quantity

1
T := §mv2, (84)

one can simplify the differential d(mv?/2) = dT', and the work integral becomes

ngz/F-ds: /dT:TQ—Tl (85)

T2 I

This is a somewhat tricky step: by showing that F - ds can be written as a full
differential d7T" in the newly defined quantity 7', the integration becomes trivial,
and the result is the difference between the two values of T" at points 1 and 2.

The quantity 7" only depends on the velocity v in a given point; it is therefore
reasonable to call the definition (84) kinetic energy T of a particle. According to
(85), the work Wi, along a path I' evaluates the change in the kinetic energy of
the particle moving from point 1 to 2.

This statement holds independently of the form of the force, which can depend
on the position and velocity of the particle, and explicitly on time: F = F(r, v, ).

Also note that definition (84) is reasonable in the sense that 7' = 0 for v = 0,
but not wnique: we could have chosen to add a constant Tj to 7. Such an
additive constant leaves both the full differential d7" unchanged, and cancels out
in the subtraction (85). This is something to pay attention to whenever some
quantity (here: T') is defined that conveniently describes differential property
(here: dT'=F - ds).

3.2 Conservative forces and potential energy
For forces that only depend on the position r of a particle, one can assign a “field”
F(r). The work integral (79)
Wiy = / F(r) - ds (86)
I'1o

can be more directly evaluated with results from vector calculus. In some cases,
the work does not even depend on the specific path I' a particle takes, but only
on the end points 1 and 2. In such cases, F(r) is called a conservative force.

.-'2
]
IB

A path integral between points 1 to 2 along a path I' can be split up in an
integral between points 1 and an intermediate point 3, and one between points 3
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and 2:

1/\}\/2 [Feds = [Feds+ [Feas  (s7)

| ) s I3—2

If the path integral is independent of the path I', and therefore any intermediate
point 3 like in the path above, it has to take the form of a difference of an
endpoint-dependent function:

/F cds = U(ry) — Ulry) (88)

1o

This form suggests that the integral kernel can be written as a full differential,
F - ds = —dU. With the ansatz

F=-VU=Y jgei : (89)

2

one can verify that the path integral takes indeed the form (88):

/F-ds - /(VU).ds

' T2
ou
= — Zei> (Ze-dm)
F1[2< ‘ axz J o
ou
S /Z%d%:—/d(]
T2 I'y1o
= Ulr1) = U(ry) (90)

Similarly to the definition of the kinetic energy, the function U(r) is not
uniquely defined. By adding a constant U to a given function U(r), the re-
sulting force and therefore also the work integral Wi, do not change, because U
only appears as a derivative. The scalar function U has the same dimension as
the previously defined kinetic energy, hence, it seems reasonable to refer to this
quantity as potential energy or simply potential.

To see better when a force field can be written as the gradient of a potential
U(r), we consider two paths I'y and I'p from point 1 to 2. By definition, the
work integral Wi, for a conservative field will be the same for both paths:

12 /F-ds: /F-ds (91)

B a2 I'p1-2

Reversing one of the two paths changes the sign of the work integral:

W21: / F.ds=— / F'dS:—W12 (92)

I'_Ba2s1 I'pis2
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I g . . .
The concatenated path 1 490 % 1isa closed, and the path integral vanishes:

12 f F-ds =W+ Way =0 (93)

-B Ta+T 5

The circle over the integral symbol is a convention indicating the closed path
integration. One of the results of vector calculus, referred to as Stokes’ theorem,
relates the path integral of a vector field F along the boundary 05 of an orientable
surface S with a surface integral of the curl V x F of the field:

=
dA

aij-ds:S/(VxF)-dA (94)

0S

As closed path integrals of the type (93) vanish for conservative fields for all
paths, the integral over V x F on the right side is also identical to zero. This
must hold for all surfaces, also sufficiently small ones where V x F is smooth,
which implies that

VxF=0 (95)

everywhere. This is an important result: the curl of a conservative force field
vanishes — and the other way round, because the Stokes theorem has no logical
direction. So all force fields F(r) with V x F = 0 are conservative.

One can show easily (by explicitly carrying out the differentiation) that force
fields that can be written as the gradient of any potential U(r) are curl-free and
thus conservative:

V x [VU(r)] =0 (96)

This justifies the ansatz in (89) to write conservative field as the gradient of
a potential. Further, one can show that every sufficiently smooth field F with
V x F = 0 can be represented by a gradient of the form (89).

3.3 Total energy

For conservative fields, we can write the work Wiy for moving from point 1 to 2
as a difference between the kinetic energy T at the two points due to (85), and
as a difference of the potential energy at the two endpoints according to (88):

Wiy = T(rs) — T(r1) = U(r1) — U(rs) (97)

So the change in kinetic energy corresponds to the negative change in the potential
energy. Thus, it is reasonable to define a total energy E:

E:=T+U (98)
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From (97) it follows immediately that for a transition from point 1 to point 2,
the total energy does not change in a conservative force field:

E(I‘l) = T(I‘l) + U(I‘l) = T(I‘Q) + U(I'Q) = E(I‘g) (99)

Using this equality, it is easy to see that the total energy is the same for every
point along a path ', and that the temporal derivative dE/dt therefore vanishes
— or that the total energy E is conserved.

This derivation assumed that the force is not explicitly time dependent. The
statement of conservation of the total energy can be slightly extended to time-
dependent potentials. To see that, we first use (82) and transit from differentials
to temporal derivatives:

dr dr
dl'=F -d —=F.—=F-r=F- 100
s = p o r v (100)
The total temporal derivative of the potential experienced by a particle moving
along a path is composed by both the spatial dependency of U, and its explicit
time dependency:

v Zadei+a£
dt Oz dt Ot
ou ou
= (VU)'V—FE:—F-V-I—E (101)

Adding the last two equations then yields the change of the total energy over
time:

dEdT" dU 90U

A A A o
Again, if the potential U does not explicitly depend on time, dE/dt = 0, and the
total energy 1s conserved.

(102)

3.3.1 Classification of problems

The knowledge of the potential and the total energy of a system allows making a
lot of qualitative statements about the motion of a particle, even without solving
the full equation of motion. For this, we consider the potential U(z) in a one-
dimensional problem:

First, the system can not have a total energy smaller than the lowest potential
U(z) anywhere, because the kinetic energy 7' = mv?/2 has to be positive. Thus,
a system with total energy Ej has no solution.

For E = F, there is a region between z; and x5 where T" > 0. The two posi-
tions ;o are called classical turning points, because the kinetic energy vanishes
there, while the force does not. In such a scenario, the physical system will oscil-
late between the classical turning points. The solution of the equation of motion

26



Version: 11*" Nov, 2017 11:13; svn-65

N A

RN

X; X3 X;  XoXq4 Xg  Xg

is referred to as a bound solution, because the motion is restricted to the finite
interval [z, 2]

For a total energy F = Es, there are two such intervals, [z3, x4 and [z5, xg].
The solution of the equation of motion will have two branches, but there will
be no transition between them. Any position x of the system outside these two
intervals is not allowed, and said to be forbidden by energy conservation.

For £ = E5 (and assuming U < Ej3 for © > z4), the system has still a classical
turning point z7, but is not bounded anymore. For ¢t — +o00, the system will
evolve to x — +o00.

For the last case (assuming U < E, everywhere), there is no restriction to
the position x of the system: a particle will come from z — —oo and evolve
to x — 400, or the other way around. The last two cases are often found in
scattering problems, since the asymptotic position for ¢ — oo is not finite,
whereas the interesting part of U(x) is often limited to a small region.

3.3.2 Transit time

The expression of a total energy in a conservative system can be used to evaluate
the time it takes a system to evolve between two points, without having to solve
the equation of motion explicitly. For a one-dimensional problem and a given
potential U(x) and total energy F, one can invert the expression for the total
energy,

1
E= §mv2 +U(x) (103)
and obtain an expression for the velocity v at a given position:
2 dx
= (B - U@) =5 (104)

A single integration leads to an expression for the time difference between two
positions x, xg :

(105)

t T T
1 /
t—toz/dt’:/—dx’z/ - dr
to x0 v xo \/E(E_U(:L))
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as long as the sign of the velocity does not change over the region [xg, z|. Such an
expression can be used to evaluate the oscillation period in an arbitrary potential
leading to bound solutions.

3.3.3 Potential of a harmonic oscillator

A particularly important potential U(z) in physics is that of a harmonic oscillator
which is characterized by a restoring force F(x) proportional to its displacement
from a reference position x = xy. It can easily be seen that the potential

1

U(x) = §k(X — Xp)? (106)
leads to the restoring force F = —k (x — x¢) seen in 2.3.3 for the one-dimensional
case.

U
Xo X

As many local minima (with a non-vanishing second derivative d*U/dz?) can
be approximated by a parabola, many potentials with a local minimum lead to
an approximate harmonic oscillation around this minimum position xq.

4 System of many particles

So far, the mathematical formalism to describe the dynamics of a system was
restricted to a single particle. Many times, however, one is interested in the
dynamics of a system of many interacting particles. These N particles shall have
individual masses m, and individual instantaneous positions x,, where « is a
particle index.

Often, one is not interested in the properties like position or velocity of the
individual particles, but in joint properties of the whole ensemble. It is therefore
useful to define a few such quantities. Obviously, the total mass M of the ensemble
is given by

N
M= mq, (107)
a=1
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With this, one can define a position vector R pointing to the center of mass

1 N
R = i g::l MaXa (108)

of the ensemble, which is an average position of all particles, weighted by their
mass. One can re-express the individual particle positions x, relative to the
center of mass:

Xo = R+ X, (109)

4.1 Center-of-mass motion

To obtain the Newtonian equations of motion for the ensemble, one needs to
know the force F, acting each particle a.. It is convenient to split this force into
a component f, caused by the interaction between the particles in the ensemble,
and a component F¢* due to external interactions:

F,=F +f, with fo= 3 fag (110)
B
B#a

The latter sum considers interactions between particle a with all other particles
[. For central forces, like gravitational attraction or Coulomb interaction, these
internal forces are symmetric according to Newton’s third law:

fos = —f3a (111)

The equation of motion for the whole ensemble is then simply the set of equa-
tions of motion for the individual particles for all a:

mj'(a:Fth—i—Zfaﬁ a=1...N (112)
B
B#a

The summation over all equations in (112) leads on the left side to
2 .
kaa:ﬁmea:MR. (113)
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On the right side, we can define a total external force

Fert .= "F (114)

The sum over all internal forces f,3 vanishes,
> fas=0, (115)
af
B
because in the double summation over o and 3, each term f,3 gets canceled out
by the term fg,. Thus, the sum over all equations of motion (112) leads to an

equation of motion for the center of mass R of the ensemble where all internal
forces between the particles vanish:

MR = Fet (116)

This equation of motion has the same form as the one for a single particle.
Similarly to the definition of a momentum for an individual particle, one can
define a total linear momentum

P:=Y m.x, = MR, (117)

with a time derivative that is only determined by the external force:
P = MR = F*! (118)

This allows considering the motion of a whole ensemble (or more precisely, col-
lective properties of the ensemble like R and P) in the same way as a single point
with mass M.

4.2 Total angular momentum

The individual particles in the ensemble all have a well-defined angular momen-
tum with respect to a coordinate origin O as defined in (73),

lo, = X0 X P, = Xa X MuX, (119)
The total angular momentum of the ensemble is then given by
L:=>)1, (120)
This definition can be expressed in terms of the center-of-mass position R of the
ensemble, and the individual displacements x/, (109):

L = YR+x,)xma(R+%,)

«

= Y ma[RxR+x, x %]
+R x <Z mai(ﬁl> + (Z max’a> xR (121)
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The expressions in the parentheses are center of mass position of an ensemble
with respect to the center of mass position, and

Zmaxix = Zma(xa —R) = Zmaxa —ZmaR: MR- MR =0, (122)

so the last two terms in (121) vanish. With P = MR, this leads to

L=RxP+)> x/, xp, (withp), :=m.x,). (123)
(634
The total angular momentum is therefore the sum of a contribution from the
center of mass, and a contribution of the total angular momentum with respect
to the center of mass of the ensemble. This will be become important in the
Huygens-Steiner theorem for moments of inertia.
To understand the dynamics of the total angular momentum in a differential
equation for L similar to (77), we first consider the temporal derivative of the
individual angular momenta:

. d
l, = —(Xo X P,) = Xa X Py, +Xa X P, (124)
dt N7
=0

The first term vanishes because p,, = m,X,, and cross products of parallel vectors
are zero. By using p, = F, and the decomposition (110) one obtains

1, = x, ¥ Fet 4 Z fos (125)
ot
and for the derivative of the total angular momentum
a « a,B
azp

To see that the last term vanishes, we reorder the summation

D Aag =2 Aag+ D Aag =) (Aup+ Aga) . (127)
a,B a,B a,B a,B
a#B a<p a>p a<p

With A,s = x, X fop and using the symmetry f,z = —f, of the inter-particle
forces (111), one finds

> Xa X fag =D (X0 —xp) X fap. (128)
by o

For central inter-particle forces, f,s3 is parallel to the distance vector x, — Xz
between them, so the cross product vanishes; therefore, the whole sum (128)
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vanishes. With the torque N := x, x F&* on particle a according to definition
(76) caused by the external force F&**, the change of the total angular momentum
with time is given by

L=)Y Nt = NI (129)

Analog to the single particle case in (77), the total angular momentum of the
ensemble with respect to an origin O remains constant if the total external torque
N with respect to O vanishes.

4.3 Work and total kinetic energy

Similar to the single particle case, we consider the sum of the work for a transition
of the ensemble between two configurations a and b:

b
Wy =Y / F. - dx. (130)

Here, the configurations a and b represent sets of positions {xi,Xs,...} for all
particles evolving in time. The integral is a path integral for the trajectory of
particle « in this transition. In exactly the same way as for the single particle
case in section 3.1, one replaces the kernel in the integral via

1
F,-dx, =dT, with T, := 5mavi, (131)

and can express the total work as

b
Wy = Z/dTa T, - T, (132)

with a total kinetic energy T of a configuration a or b given by the sum of the
individual kinetic energies,

T:=>T.=> ;mavi. (133)

By splitting the velocity of the individual particles into a center-of-mass velocity
R, and a relative velocity x!, with respect to the center-of-mass,

vi=%2=%,+R)- (¥, +R)=v?+2%,-R+R-R, (134)

« (87

the total kinetic energy becomes

T = > ;mavf +> ;mQRQ n Rjt > mex),
—_———
=0

1 1
= Y omal+ §MR2 . (135)

32



Version: 11*" Nov, 2017 11:13; svn-65

So the total kinetic energy is a sum of the kinetic energy of the relative motion
of the particles with respect to each other, and the kinetic energy of the center-
of-mass motion in the form of a single particle with the total mass M of the
ensemble.

4.4 'Total potential energy

Analog to the evaluation of the work integral in section 3.2 for a single particle
in a conservative force field through a potential, several potentials can be used to
describe conservative forces in a particle ensemble. First, the forces on particle
« in (130) get split up in external and internal contributions according to (110):

b b
W, = Z/F?t Cdxa + Y /faﬁ . dxq (136)
« a a,B a
a#B
Conservative external and internal forces can be written as

F' = -V, U,, fos=-ViUas, (137)

where V,, denotes a differentiation with respect to the coordinates x,, of particle
«a. The two potentials are different functions, where U, represents external po-
tentials, while the U,z describes the interaction between particles v and 3 within
the ensemble.

The first term in (136) is completely analog to the single particle case:

(138)

b
a

zaja/ngxf cdx, = —;a/b(vaUa) cdx, = — (; Ua>

For the second term in (136), the sum gets split up over half of the combinations
a, (3 like in (128),

Z faﬁ . an = Z (fag . an + fﬂa : dXﬁ) = Z faﬁ . d(Xa — Xg) . (139)
o L 2

Formally, the total differential dU,s can be written as

- ou,,
dUaﬁ = Z or ’8 d%aﬂ‘ +
= (VQUQB) ~dx, + (VBUQB) . ng . (140)

For inter-particle central forces, the potential U,p only depends on the modulus
of the distance, |x, — x|, therefore, U, = Upg,. Then,

VsUap = VUsa = —fga = fag, (141)
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and the total differential dU s in (140) becomes
dUag = _fa,B : an + fag . dXﬁ = _faﬁ : d(Xa - Xg) (142)

With this, the second term in the total work in (136) can be written as

b b
Z/fag-dxaz—Z/dUagz—ZUaﬂ : (143)
aslp @ alp @ oy a

so the complete expression for the total work (136) is

b
b
— N Uns| = - UL =U, — s, (144)
a o,

a<p a

v (x)

where the last U in the expression is a total potential energy

U:=> U,+ Z; Uap (145)

N—— a< B
external  S——~—
internal

for a given system state defined by positions {x1,Xs, ...} of all particles.

4.5 Energy conservation

As before in case of a single particle, the work in a configuration change can be
written both as a difference in total kinetic and total potential energy. Combining
(132) and (144) gives

Wa =Ty —To = U, — Ub, (146)

or after reordering
T,+U, =T, +U,, (147)

which means the total energy E := T+U of the many-particle system is conserved
in an evolution between states a and b.

It should be noted that for rigid bodies, the second term in (136) will vanish
because the inter-particle distances ||x, — xs|| will not change in a system state
change a — b. Thus, the contribution (145) due to the internal interactions stay
constant, and need not to be evaluated explicitly. Then, the total kinetic and total
potential energy in the system are just the sum of the individual contributions
from the participating particles.
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5 Lagrangian mechanics - first approach

So far, the equations of motion have been derived from Newton’s laws, and re-
quired the knowledge of forces for all particles. This can sometimes become
challenging, in particular in cases where forces need to be considered that are
only there to meet the constraints. In general, the equations of motion of a
system following Newtonian mechanics can be written as

my Ty, = F({x, 411, 1) - (148)

This is a system of differential equations for all x;, where k indexes both the
coordinate components (like z,y, z) and a particle index in a many particle sys-
tem: a system of two particles moving in 3-dimensional space would lead to 6
differential equations. The notation {x;, 2} indicates that in principle, all forces
F}. can depend on coordinates x; and velocities x; of all particles. Additionally
they can explicitly depend on time ¢.

Similarly, the total kinetic energy of the system (133) can be written as

T=T({i) =3 T= % s (149)

The Cartesian momentum component for coordinate index £ is then given by

orT

o (150)

Dk = MpTy =

because differentiation of the sum in (149) with respect to 4; vanish for [ # k.
The left side of (148) can be expressed by the total temporal derivative of (150),

d (0T
my Xy, = Pk di ((%k) k({2 240}, 1) (151)
For conservative forces, one can write Fy = —0U/Oxy, with a total potential

energy U for the whole system. This is compatible with the definition in (145).
Then, the equations of motion become

d (0T ou
— | =—— | =——=— forallk. 152
dt <8ajk> oy (152)
With the definition of a so-called Lagrange function L := T — U, this can be
written as 4 /oL L
—=—]—=——=0 forallk 153
dt (8@) oxy, orat (153)

because for the differentiation with respect to 2, there is no contribution from U,
and similarly, for the differentiation with respect to zy, there is no contribution
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from T'. The set (153) is called Lagrange equations of motion of a physical system,
and are equivalent to the equation of motion (148) in Newtonian mechanics.

So far, there is no obvious advantage of this method for obtaining the equations
of motion. However, it will simplify the treatment of systems, because these
equations of motion take the same form in also in general, possibly non-Cartesian
coordinates that reflect better the symmetry of a system.

5.1 Example: harmonic oscillator

We consider again the one-dimensional harmonic oscillator. The kinetic energy
is given by T = mwv?/2, and the potential energy according to (106) by U = kx?
for an equilibrium position xqg = 0. Then, the Lagrange function becomes

1 1
L=T-U=_-mi®>— ~ka’ (154)
2 2
The corresponding Lagrange equation is then
d (0L oL d
il - = == t)+kr=mi+kr=0 155
o <8xk> o~ di (mi)+kr =mi+ kx , (155)

which is equivalent to (64).

5.2 Generalization to some non-conservative forces

With the Lagrange formalism, it is also possible to consider some non-conservative
velocity-dependent forces, as long as they can be written as
v _dov
where V' = V({z;,4,},t) is a velocity-dependent pseudo-potential. With a La-
grange function L =T — V', the force on the left side of the Newtonian equation
of motion (151) can be written as

dJdr  d oL . d v
dt Oiy,  dt Oiy  dt Oy
With the right side of the Newtonian equation of motion (151) taken from (156),

and observing that dL/0x, = —0V/Ox) because T does not depend on zy, one
finds

Fy = Fy({z, @}, t) = (156)

(157)

MLy =

doL ~dov oV doV 9L doV
By removing the second derivatives of V' on both sides, one ends up with the
Lagrange equation of motion of the form (153).
This expands the usefulness of the Lagrange formalism significantly beyond
conservative forces. An important example of such a force is the one felt by a
charged particle in the presence of both an electrical and magnetic field.

(158)
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5.2.1 Lagrange function for a charge under electromagnetic forces

A particle with a point charge ¢ is subject to forces both due to electrical and
magnetic fields:

F=¢(E+vxB) (159)

The first part is due to the electric field vector E, the second part is the Lorentz
force due to the presence of a magnetic field B.

In order to show that such an interaction can be written in a Lagrangian form,
we make use from a result from electrodynamics that the electric and magnetic
fields can be derived from two potentials,

0
E=-Vo- A, and B=VxA, (160)
where & = ®(x,t) is the scalar electrical potential, and A = A(x,t) the so-called
vector potential. We will show that a “pseudopotential” energy
V=V(xxt) =q[P(x,t) — % A(x,1)] (161)

can reproduce the electromagnetic force (159) via (156). For this, we first rewrite
(159) in terms of individual components k, and express the fields E, B by the
potentials ®, A according to (160):

Fo = q|Ev+ ) um@iBn
L lym
|y oo 04 DA,
= q < 833'k ot ) +l72m:€k:lmxl <§q:€mpqa p)
([ 90 94, A,
_ _oF Tk mEm —1 162
‘ < o at>+§q<;€“ ‘ pq>$laxp (162)
By using an identity for the sum over the Levi-Civita symbols,
Z €klmEmpg = Z Emkl€mpg = 5kp5lq - 5kq51p 5 (163)
the summations over p and ¢ can be removed:
F, = - — —_—— 164
In a next step, we derive the force via (156) from the pseudopotential V" in (161):
ov. d oV
P o= 2 42"
0P 0A;, d
. Pk |
4 [ ka +;xl8$k dt k]
0P 0A;  0Ag 0AL .
= o — =) — 165
q[ 8xk+ I xl@xk ot I al‘l s ( )
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which is exactly the same as the force derived from the fields in (164). Therefore,
the forces (159) can be expressed via the pseudopotential (161).

As a consequence, the Lagrange function or Lagrangian for a charged particle
in time-dependent electromagnetic fields is given by

L:T—V:;mXZ—q[(P(x,t)—X-A(x,t)], (166)

and an equation of motion for it can be obtained via the Lagrange equations.

6 Lagrangian mechanics from Hamilton’s prin-
ciple

In the previous section, the dynamics of a physical system was expressed not via
equations of motion provided by Newton’s laws, but via the definition of a the
Lagrange function L = L({z;,4,},t) = T — U, and a set of differential equations,
the so-called Lagrange equations (153).

Since the Lagrange equations are just a mathematical prescription how to
obtain equations of motion for a system, all the information on how a system
evolves is encoded in the form of the Lagrange function. So far, we used Newton’s
laws, which use forces as their central concept, to derive the Lagrange equations.
However, the forces do not appear in the final equation of motion. Thus, several
attempts were made to derive the equations of motion from different principles,
and that do not require the notion of forces.

A long-time popular concept is the principle of minimizing a certain quantity:
For example, to explain how light is reflected off a mirror, Hero® postulated that
the light takes the shortest path between two points. About 1000 years later, this
principle was extended by Ibn al-Haytham? to describe the refraction of light as
well, postulating the principle that the path of the light is determined by the
shortest time to move between two points. This was stated in a modern from by
Fermat® and is known as Fermat’s principle.

After a number of attempts to come up with such a principle determining
the mechanics by physicists over the time, Hamilton® announced in 1834/35 the
dynamic principle, often referred to as Hamilton’s principle, that does exactly
this. It basically states:

Of all possible paths a system may move from one point to another within
a specified time interval, the actual path followed is the one that minimizes
the integral over the difference between kinetic and potential energies.

3Hero of Alexandria, ~10-70, in year 60

4Tbn al-Haytham from Cairo, 965-1040

5Pierre de Fermat, Toulouse, France, 1601-1665
6Sir William Rowan Hamilton, 1805-1865
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A mathematical formulation of this is often written as

to to
§S =0, with S::/(T—U)dt:/Ldt, (167)
t1

t1

where the the time integral S is referred to as action of a physical system when
evolving between two different states at times t; and ¢5. The delta symbol here
refers somewhat vaguely to a variation of a quantity, which tries to capture what
is meant by “the trajectory chosen by nature of the system will make S extremal”.
The quantity 65 is the change of S with a variation of the final trajectory, and
should vanish for the extremal path — in a similar way that the change df of a
function f(z) vanishes with variation z — x + dz near a minimum or maximum
of f(x). The mathematical discipline of variational calculus tries to solve exactly
this problem.

6.1 Elements of variational calculus - Euler equation

To solve the variational problem of a kind proposed by Hamilton’s principle,
we first consider a function y(x), and a recipe to obtain a number J from this
function,

J= [ fy@).y (@), 2)da. (168)

where f is a function that depends on three parameters: the function y(z) itself,
its derivative y/(z) with respect to the function parameter =, and x itself. Such
a function is referred to as a functional. Examples for such functions would be

1+ 2
F=u/(+y?) or f=— (169)

where the first one does not explicitly depend on z, and the second one not
explicitly on y.

To find a condition on y(z) that minimizes or maximizes the value J, we
consider a small deviation of y(z) from that optimum in the form of a variation

ylon,x) = y(x) + an(z), (170)

where o is a parameter to gradually add the “deviation” 7(x) to the optimal
solution y(x). At the end points x5, the deviation should vanish, n(z;) =

n(xs) = 0.
Now, the functional J becomes a function of the perturbation parameter «,

J (o) :/f(y(a,x),y’(a,a:),x) dr, (171)
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For a function y(x) that makes J extremal, one would require the condition

oJ

P =0 for all n(x), (172)

a=0

because a small change from the optimal y(z) will not change the value of J at
the optimum. Condition (172) will now lead to a way to construct y(x):

01 _ F(oroy  ofoy\ . _f(of oy o5
dae /<8y8a+8y’ Oa dx—/ Jy O« +8y’ dadx de
a1 1 ~~ S——

=n(x) —dn(@)

dx
Of dn(x
_ dr / 173
/ < ) + <8y dx ) * (173)
The last part can be integrated using u = df/9y’',v = n(x), and [w' = wv— [ u'v:
oJ FlOf of ™ F(d of
— = _7 d _J _/ _ _J d
o = [ (o) as+ o)~ [ (555 Jotor s
xr1 1 T
IS
x2
af d of
_ - _ 22 d 174
/<8y dx@y’) ) de (174)
To make J extremal, 0.J/0a needs to vanish for all deviations n(x), and thus
the expression in the parentheses needs to vanish. As the expression has to be
evaluated for a = 0, the expression in parentheses leads to a differential equation
for the optimal y(x):
L2 (175)

This condition is called the Fuler equation, and provides a differential equation to
find the function y(z) that maximizes or minimizes .J. This is a purely mathemat-
ical result. For f = L(z,&,t), (175) has exactly the form of the Lagrange equation
(153) derived from Newton’s laws earlier. Therefore, in a mechanics context, the
equations of motion of this form are also called Euler-Lagrange equations.
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6.1.1 Second from of the Euler equation

The Euler equation (175) can be simplified if the function f does not explicitly
depend on z:

f=fyy) (176)

To arrive there, one starts with the total differential

daf _of of .. 9f
de — Ox 8yy * 8y’y ‘ (177)
<~

=0
The first term vanishes because f does not explicitly depend on x. By evaluating
d (,0f WOf  ,d Of
Il W — 178
dx (y oy’ ) oy’ ty dx 0y’ (178)

and substituting the first term on the right side with the last term in (177), one
finds

d(ﬁf) dof ., dof

dx y@y’ B %_Giyy ydxay’
af ,(dof of
= — s — 1
dx +y (dx oy’ 8y> (179)

The last term vanishes because of the Euler equation (175). The rest can be
written as

d /af _ _ ’ai—

This is the so-called second from of the Euler equation for y(x) to minimize /maximize
the functional J in (168).
6.1.2 Example: shape of a heavy rope

As a simple example for a variational problem, we consider the shape of a heavy
chain or rope suspended between two poles:

N 2a |

YT—>X
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The principle that defines the shape of the rope is the demand that the potential
energy of the chain at rest should be minimal, because all deviations from that
configuration would drive the system into motion, which would eventually be
converted into heat via friction. The problem is completely defined by specifying
the length [ of the rope, and the spacing 2a < [ between the poles.

The total potential energy U in the gravitational acceleration g of the rope
with a line density (i.e., mass per length) p is given by

U= [pgyds. (181)

where the integration is carried out along the rope, with a line element ds. This
integration along the rope can be expressed by an integration along x with the
line element ds = \/dx? + dy? = /1 + y2dx:

dy ds U= pg/y\/l + ydx (182)

y(x)

dx

This is a variational problem of the “second form” (180) with f = yv/1 + y’.
With the constant ¢ required by the Euler equation in the second form, we get

,Of
_ 1 2 _
=f- y yyl+y \/W

Oy’
1 2 2
w4y (183)

VIT? VIt VIt

which can be further transformed nto

d
y—c— Vy?—c? or \/%:dx (184)

Integration on both sides leads to

1
arccosh ¥ = —(x + x0) (185)
c c
or finally
T+ To
y(x) = ¢ cosh ( ) : (186)
c

with the two integration constants ¢ and zg. Since coshz = (e + €7%)/2 is an
even function, we choose ryg = 0 in the middle of the rope. To fix the final
constant ¢ from the rope length, we need an expression for the length, and with
y' = sinh(x/c) we find

- /,/1+y/2dx:/,/1+sinh2§dx:/cosh%dx

= 2¢sinh © (187)
C

.
= ¢sinh —

—a
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This leads to a transcendental equation

. l , a
sinhz = z % with 2z = . (188)

which finally has to be solved numerically for z and consequently c.

6.1.3 Euler equations with several dependent variables

The Lagrange equations (153) typically involve several dependent variables, i.e.,
all coordinates of all particles. This corresponds to N individual functions y(x)
that all depend on the same z. The functional f in (168),

f=f{y(@), yp ()} 2) (189)

depends now on an ensemble {yx(x),y,(z)} of variables y, and their derivatives
Y, with respect to x in the same way as in (148). For the variational argument,
one defines a variation for component y;, in the same way as in (170),

yk(e, ) = yp(w) + ank(z) (190)

The requirement to the extremal condition on J in (168) becomes

01 _f(0F d0f '
%a —m{zk: (&yk T 8y§€> e(x)de =0. (191)

Since all deviation functions 7, (z) are independent, all the parentheses in the
sum above have to vanish, which results in a system of differential equations:

of d of

Oyp  dx Oy,

=0 forall k=1...N (192)

This is exactly of the form that allows deriving the Lagrange equations from the
Hamilton principle in (167), where f becomes the Lagrange function L({xy, @}, ),
and the independent variable z is replaced with time t.

6.2 Generalized coordinates

The Hamilton principle states that a physical system takes the trajectory that
makes the variation of the action integral vanish:

to to
5S=6[Ldt=5[(T—U)dt=0. (193)
[r=ef

Earlier, the scalar Lagrange function L was expressed in a set of Cartesian co-
ordinates, {x;}, and a set of corresponding velocities, {1}, and eventually the
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time ¢ explicitly. Then, the Euler-Lagrange equations (192) provide equations of
motion for the whole physical system:

oL d OL
—— — ——— =0 forall k=1...N 194
or. i 0, 0 for a (194)

These equations of motion are equivalent to the equations of motion we derived
out of Newton’s laws, so there would be no advantage in introducing a new
principle to derive the equations of motion of a system.

In the variational calculus argument, there was no explicit reference that Carte-
sian coordinates needed to be used to write down the Lagrange function. The
Euler-Lagrange equations (194) were obtained buy simply replacing the y; in
(192) by coordinates xj, and similarly their derivatives with respect to the inde-
pendent parameter, and switching to the independent variable ¢. The Hamilton
principle does, however, not state anywhere that the Cartesian coordinates have
to be used for describing the system. Therefore, it is fine to use other coordi-
nates to describe the system, and the Hamilton principle provides a way to find
the equations of motion in other than Cartesian coordinate systems. This is an
important advantage of the Hamilton principle in comparison to the approach by
using Newton’s laws.

6.2.1 Simple example: plane pendulum

To demonstrate this, we consider the relatively simple problem of a pendulum,
made up by a mass m on a massless string of length [ in the gravitational accel-
eration g:

o)
0
y |
v F, g
X m N ih
Fq Fo f

To come up with the equation of motion from Newton’s laws, we first recognize
that the motion of the mass is constrained on a circular trajectory. An adequate
coordinate to express this is the angle 0, with a fixed distance [ to the origin.
Forces acting on the particle are the force F; = mg = —mge, induced by the
gravitational acceleration g, and a constraining force F. exerted by the string
on the mass to keep it on a circular trajectory, which is aligned with the string,

F.=—-F.e, = —F.(exsinf — ey cosh). (195)
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For a circular motion, » = [ = const., and therefore 7 = 0 and # = 0. According
to (28), the projection a, = X - e, of the total acceleration x in radial direction
is given by a, =7 — r6% = —162. With the constraining force pointing in inverse
radial direction, F. = —F. e,, one can determine its amplitude F:

(Fy+F.)-e = (mX)-e,

-mg (e, -e.) —F. = ma,
—mg(—cosf) — F, = —mlf?
F. = m(gcosf+ 16%). (196)

With knowledge of F,, we can finally evaluate the total force, and use Newton’s
law to make the connection to the acceleration X, again using (28):

mx = F,+F,
m (—10%, +10e)) = —mge, —m(gcosd + 16%)e, (197)

The terms with 10% cancel, and by multiplying the last equation with e, =
—e, cosf 4 e, sin 0, dividing by m and using e, - eg = 0, we get

16 =—g(e, e) =—gsinf (198)

or finally
é—l—%sin@zo. (199)

Steps (195) and (196) may seem unnecessarily complicated, because the constrain-
ing force was explicitly calculated, but this would be the procedure according to
Newton’s laws, taking care of all forces acting on the mass. One could have cut
some corners by only looking at the projection of all forces on ey, and notice that
the only force that contributes here would be F,, while the constraining force is
orthogonal to ey, and would not need to be evaluated explicitly.

Now, we compare the strategy to obtain the equation of motion with the one
provided by the Lagrange formalism. We start out with writing down the kinetic

energy,
1

1 .
T = §mv2 = iml292, (200)
and the potential energy of a mass in gravitational acceleration,
U =mgh — Uy =mgl (1 —cosf) —Uy=—mglcost, (201)

where we could subtract the constant offset Uy = mgl because this does not affect
the dynamics of the system. The Lagrange function then can be written as

1 .
L=T-U= §ml292 +mglcos (202)
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which is now only a function of the dynamic variables # and 6. Since Hamilton’s
principle makes no statement what coordinates can be used, as long as one can
define a meaningful potential and kinetic energy, one could just use (194) for the
single variable 6, and get the Euler-Lagrange equations of motion:

OL(6,0)  d OL(6,0)

By carrying out the differentiations of L, one finds

d . .
—mglsinf — amZQQ = —mglsinf — mi*0 = 0. (204)

Dividing the last part by —mi?, we reproduce the equation of motion (199):
é+%sin9=o. (205)

In this derivation, there was no need to work out any forces. A lucky choice of
the right coordinate, 0 in this case, took implicitly care of the constraint that the
mass has to move on a circle.

6.2.2 Generalized coordinates and velocities

The treatment of the pendulum above is only an example of describing a system
by generalized coordinates, which are usually referred to as a set {qx}. Together
with the set of their corresponding temporal derivatives, {qx}, referred to as
generalized velocities, they give a complete description of the state of a physical
system at any point in time. Again, the system can be made up by a number
of particles. Then, Hamilton’s principle leads directly to a set of equations of
motion for the whole system:

oL d OL
o= 22 f 1 k=1...N 2
9a.  di 9 0 for a ( 06)

A few remarks on generalized coordinates seem to be in order:

e Generalized coordinates do not need to have the dimension of a length,
like Cartesian coordinates do by specifying the respective distance from a
reference point to the position of a mass point.

o Likewise, generalized velocities do not need to have the dimension of a
length per time, the dimension of the traditional velocity.

e Generalized coordinates of a particle can be functions of various coordinates
of one particle, but can also be combinations of coordinates from different
particles.
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e To some extent, generalized coordinates may explicitly contain the time.

e Generalized coordinates may be used to take care of constraints of a system,
like in the pendulum example. A careful analysis of the degrees of freedom
of a system can eliminate the explicit need to consider constraints.

The only thing that is really required for generalized coordinates to be useful
for coming up with the equations of motion of a physical system is that all the
degrees of freedom of the system are properly captured, and that it is possible to
formulate a Lagrange function that only depends on the {g;} and {qx}.

6.2.3 Point transformations between traditional and generalized co-
ordinates

One can make the transition between the traditional Cartesian coordinates {xy}
and the generalized coordinates {qx} of a system slightly more explicit by intro-
ducing a specific transformation between the two sets, and then showing that the
Euler-Lagrange equations in the generalized coordinates follow from the Euler-
Lagrange equations in the original coordinates. This step, however, is not nec-
essary to see that (206) can describe the complete dynamics of a system, but it
illustrates what transformations can be used to construct generalized coordinates.

A property for a set of generalized coordinates {q;} is that all the degrees of
freedom of the system are captured. Then, there must exist a transformation
that converts between the old and new set of coordinates, so the old coordinates
may be expressed as a function of the new coordinates, and possible the time t:

This notation means that xj is an explicit function of all the ¢;, and the time ¢.
Then, the temporal derivative of ¢, can be calculated:

8xk aI'k@ . &vk 8:)3k .

R r T T Y

T (208)
This makes &} an explicit function of the set {¢} (via the derivatives of x; with
respect to ¢), the set {¢}, and the time. The Lagrange function in the old
coordinates, L, and the one in new coordinates, L', should be the same, but of
course the functions L and L’ take a different form in the respective coordinate
sets — this is why there is a different symbol, L’

L({we}, {an},t) = L{ze(a}, O {on{ad {a} 0} = L'({at, {a},t) - (209)

We now evaluate the derivatives we need for the Euler-Lagrange equations in the
new coordinates:

87L’ o oL al'k + oL al'k
Jqy Oz Oqr Oy, Oqp

(210)
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and
— = - - = 211
dqy ; <3xk 8QZ 8% dq; diy Oq (211)
——
:0 =0z /0q

The first term vanishes because in (207), z; does not explicitly depend on the
velocity ¢;. The change in the second derivative can be seen from (208) because
the only term in 4y that depends on ¢; is the one with dz/J¢q; (don’t get confused
with the same [ index — in (208), this is a summation index, and can be replaced
with, say, m. Then, 9¢,,/dq, = O, and the sum vanishes...).

Then, the “new” Euler-Lagrange equation can then simply be calculated:

O dOL' _ \~(0OLOm | OLdiy) d (g~ OL dvy
8ql dt 8ql N L 8.1'k 8ql 8.1'k 8ql dt 83:k (9(][

= — —= - = — — =212
=0

The first parenthesis vanishes because of the Euler-Lagrange equations in the
original coordinates {x}. For the second term, one explicitly calculates

d Oz, 0%xy, %y,

dt dq — Oqot - %: 0q19qy, fm
S e _ 90k 21
dq < ot +; anqm> dq dt g (213)

With this, also the second term on the right side in (212) vanishes, and the Euler-
Lagrange equations in the new coordinates {¢;} and the corresponding velocities
are recovered.

6.2.4 Generalized momenta and cyclic coordinates

Newton’s laws made an explicit statement on the quantity momentum associated
with a Cartesian coordinate zy, defined in (150) as pr = mydy. To come to a
similarly useful definition for generalized coordinates, we first try to extract the
linear momentum p;, from the Lagrange function. We first note that the required
velocity @y appears in the expression (149) of the kinetic energy,

L
T=> 5mkxz : (214)
k

The momentum p; can be extracted from T" by differentiating with respect to xy:

or

I — 215
O MmrXi = Pk ( )
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Since Lagrange function is the difference between 7" and a potential U that should
not depend on the velocities, one can obtain the momentum directly by differ-
entiating the Lagrange function with respect to @;. This can be used to define
a generalized momentum, if the Lagrange function is expressed in generalized
coordinates {¢ } and generalized velocities {¢; }:

oL

———— 216
i (216)

Pk -

The difference between generalized momentum and the traditional momentum
can e.g. be seen with the Lagrange function of a charged particle in an electro-
magnetic field from (166):

3 1 3
L=>Y" 5mgb? —q®(x) + > qiiAi(x). (217)
i=1

i=1

The corresponding generalized momentum to the coordinate z; is

oL .
pi = 5 =md; + qA;(x), (218)
(2
which contains not only the kinetic momentum mz; of the particle’s motion, but
also a contribution ¢A; from the vector potential.
The generalized momentum can also be used to rewrite the Euler-Lagrange
equation:

oL doL oOL d oL

dgr.  dt Oqx  Ogy, dt’" o b G, (219)
This has an important consequence if the Lagrange function does not depend on
a particular generalized coordinate g;. Such coordinates are called cyclic. If g is

a cyclic coordinate, dL/dq; = 0, and
pr =0 or pg=const. (220)

So if L does not depend on a coordinate ¢, and is therefore symmetric with
respect to a translation in g, the corresponding generalized momentum does not
change in time or is conserved.

We will expand more on this important connection between symmetries and
conserved quantities that holds for any generalized coordinate and its canonically
conjugated momentum, because it will help to explore symmetries in problems.

6.3 Noether’s theorem: Symmetries and conservation laws

The conservation of the canonically conjugated momentum of a cyclic general-
ized coordinate deserves slightly more attention, because it can be expanded to
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different symmetries. The mathematically rigorous version of this idea was formu-
lated by Emmy Noether”, and the connection between symmetries and conserved
quantities is known as the Noether theorem. In a simple form of this theorem,
symmetries are expressed as an invariance of the Lagrange function against small
symmetry transformations. Here, we consider three different symmetry examples:
translation symmetry in space, rotation symmetry, and translation symmetry in
time. However, this is a very general principle that reaches way beyond classical
mechanics, and is e.g. heavily used in elementary particle physics.

6.3.1 Translation symmetry and momentum conservation

If a Lagrangian does not explicitly depend on a particular coordinate ¢, i.e., g
is cyclic, L is symmetric with respect to a translation in this coordinate; this
caused momentum conservation (220).

We now use a slightly different way of noting this symmetry that will allow
treating the rotational symmetry easier later. First, we consider a transformation

q—dq =q+0q, (221)

where q is a vector of (generalized) coordinates, and dq a small displacement
vector in a particular direction. We can decompose this displacement with the
help of a unit vector set {e;}:

dg =Y dqey, (222)
I

with small time-independent displacements dq;. Then, the change 0L of the
Lagrange function under such a transformation is given by

oL oL
oL = —o0q + =—0q; | . 223
zz: ( E q 4, QZ> ( )
The last term vanishes, as d¢, = d(dq;)/dt and the small displacements ¢; do not
depend on time. A symmetry with respect to a small translation means that

the Lagrange function should not change under this transformation, or 6L = 0.
Thus,

oL . .
0L =3 5,00 =2 pda=p 3q=0. (224)
l l

We can interpret this result in the following way: if the system (and therefore
the Lagrangian) has a translational symmetry in the direction dq, the projection
of the generalized momentum p on this direction does not change in time, or is
conserved.

"A. Emmy Noether, 1882-1935
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6.3.2 Rotational symmetry and angular momentum conservation

We recall from section 1.5 that infinitesimal rotations can be described by a vector
90, which according to (44) causes a displacement of something at position r
(referenced to a point on the rotation axis) by

dr =60 xr, andalso or =090 xT71 (225)

because the vector 00 should not depend on time. Under this position transfor-
mation
r—r =r+odr, (226)

the change of the Lagrange function is given by

> (0L OL
I oL oL .
) ; < o ox + o5 (5.73[)
— ——
=pi =hi
3
= > Pz + poiy
=1
= p-or+p-dr=p-(00 xr)+p- (60 xT1). (227)

With the cyclic permutation symmetry of the triple product® a-(bxc) = b-(cxa),

0L = 60 -(r xp)+060- (& xp)
= 00 -(rxp+T1XxDp)

d
= 00- (dt(r X p))
= 60 L, (228)

where L was the angular momentum vector introduced in (73). If the physical
system is symmetric with respect to a rotation defined by 66, the Lagrangian
does not change, i.e., 0 L=0. Then,

60 -L =0, (229)

which means that the projection of the angular momentum vector L on the axis
of rotational symmetry, defined by the direction of @, is a constant in time,
or is conserved. An example would be a spherical pendulum, where a mass m
suspended by a string of length [ in gravity is allowed oscillating freely. We leave
it to the reader to work out the Lagrange function for that case, but it should
be obvious that neither the potential nor the kinetic energy depend on the polar

8The product a - (b x ¢) is used to calculate the volume of a parallelepiped spanned by the
three vectors a, b, and c.
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angle, thus the angular momentum component along the vertical direction is
conserved.

For a spherically symmetric problem, the Lagrangian is independent of rota-
tions around all directions in space, thus, all components of the angular momen-
tum are conserved.

6.3.3 Invariance against translation in time and energy conservation

We now consider a different symmetry, where the physical system is invariant by
a translation in time:
t—t =t+dt. (230)

Then, the change of the Lagrangian under small changes ¢ must vanish, or

oL
5 =0 (231)

i.e., the Lagrange function is not explicitly time dependent. Under this condition,
we can calculate the total differential of the Lagrange function with respect to
time (because the system can still evolve, causing L to change over time):

d oL oL
el 2 4 =24
dt zk: <8qk I 6qk Qk>
d (0L oL
= Sl Bl N K/
(i (o)) o 552)

oL

- 5 () -

From the first line to the second, the Lagrange equation (153) allows replacing
OL/0qy, and from the second to third line, the product rule for differentiations
was applied. The differentiation with respect to time in the last line can be taken
out of the sum, and the whole equation (232) can be written as

d oL . d

The quantity in the parenthesis above is defined as the Hamilton function
oL
H:=> —¢—L (234)
k aq}c
of the problem, and is constant in time, or conserved if the physical system and
therefore the Lagrangian is symmetric with respect to a translation in time. In

many cases, the Hamilton function is the same as the total energy. In those
cases, the invariance of L under translations in time means that the total energy
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of the system is conserved, as we have seen in section 3.3 and 4.5. Equation
(233) expresses energy conservation for a physical system described in generalized
coordinates, but with the same assumption on the time-independence of U as
earlier. To identify H with the total energy FE. there is another constraint to
consider in how the generalized coordinates are connected with the Cartesian
coordinates.

6.4 Hamilton function and total energy

To interpret the Hamilton function defined in (234), we detour to an aspect of
the total kinetic energy T of the system. In Cartesian coordinates, the kinetic
energy can be written as

1 .
T=> imkxi : (235)
ks

Via the point transformations (207) between {z;} and {¢;}, and using (208), the
kinetic energy can be expressed via generalized velocities ¢;:

r - Som(Sh ) (Soe 5
1 Ozy Oz . 1 Oz 0] . 1 Orr
— Z [Z al’k axk] qQiqr +Z [QZ ;’k (;;k] q + {Z imk <;k> ]
LU 2
= > arqgr + sz Q@+ c, (236)

ING

where a;p, b;, and ¢ summarize the corresponding brackets in the line before.
For time-independent point transformations from {z} to generalized coordinates

{ql}a
Ok

=0 237
at 9 ( )

so by = ¢ = 0 in the kinetic energy expression (236), which then simplifies to
T=> aqgr- (238)

LU

Then, the partial derivative of T" with respect to velocities ¢ are
T . . .
= Gt Y arrdr =Y (ak+ ar) 4 (239)
1 1 ]

In the first step, the two terms appear because in the double sum in (238), g
appears twice. In the second step, a variable change I’ — [ for the sum allowed
taking everything under one sum. With this, one can evaluate the following sum:

Z%

= (ark + aky) Grd
an %:

kil
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The step from the first to the second line simply involved a summation index
exchange k <> [ for one of the sums.

The relation (240) is special case of a property of so-called homogenous functions.
A multi-variable function f({qx}) is called homogenous of degree p, if

F{Aa}) = A F({ar}) - (241)

This means that if all parameters of f are multiplied by a constant A, the value
of f is the value of the original function, multiplied with A\P. For example, the
function f(z,y) = 22 +1? is homogenous of degree p = 2 in x,y. For homogenous
functions, Euler® showed that

of _
Sagy =0f (242)

which is referred to as Euler’s theorem on homogenous functions.

After this small detour, we come back to the definition of the Hamilton function
(234). If we assume that the potential U in L = T — U is independent of the
velocities ¢y, then

oL oT
= 243
oq,  Oq 2
and we can write
oL
p— 7' y — L
zk: aqk%
oT .
_ Zai_qk—L:QT—L:2T—(T—U):T+U (244)
k qdk

So the Hamilton function becomes the total energy (i.e., the sum of total ki-
netic and potential energy) under the assumptions we made when interpreting
H. Explicitly, these assumptions were

(a) the transformations form Cartesian to generalized coordinates {qx} used as
parameters for L and H are time-independent, and

(b) the potential energy U is independent of the velocities ¢.

An example where H # FE can be found with rotating coordinate systems, since
this makes the coordinate transformations to a inertial reference frame time-
dependent. Still, the total energy may be conserved.

9Leonhard Euler, 1707-1783
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6.5 Non-conservative forces in the Lagrange formalism

So far, the description of physical systems by the Euler-Lagrange formalism re-
quired that forces can be expressed as a gradient of a potential, and do not depend
velocities, with notable exceptions like charged particles in electromagnetic fields
in section 5.2. However, friction forces and other dissipative forces that can not
be expressed by a potential or a Lagrange function are an important part of many
practical systems, so a mechanism to include these phenomena in the very flexible
Lagrange formalism is desirable.

To do this, we recall the definition of the work integral (130) in section 4.3,
where the work on an ensemble of particles transitioning from state a to b was
defined as

b
Wy =Y / F, - dx,. (245)
The position x,, of particle a can be expressed by generalized coordinates,

Xo = Xa({qr}), (246)

as long as the transformation between real and generalized coordinates is not
explicitly time dependent. The differential displacement dx, can be written

ox
dx, = <
* ;3%

dgy, , (247)

and the differential dW for the total work on the system by the forces F,, is

dW = ZFa'an

0x,
~ Y°F,- d
az,l; < B ) qk
= > érdy, (248)
k

with the definition of the so-called generalized force
0X,
= Fa ., 249
bu = T Fy - G (249)

Expression (248) holds for any type of force, and we now try to reproduce the
Lagrange equations. For that, we start with the expression for the total kinetic
energy as expressed by Cartesian velocities,

T = zaj ;ma(XQ)Z : (250)
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and calculate their derivatives with respect to generalized coordinates gy:

LN T T 251
3% za: Qk (251)
From (247), one finds

00X, ox, 0%,
Xy = — and thus — =
Z Oqy G dqr  Oq

(252)

With this, the derivative of the kinetic energy with respect to the generalized
velocity ¢ is

00X,

= Mea Xg ,— Me Xg - ) 253

an Za: Z Qk (253)

This allows assembling the kinetic energy dependent part of a Lagrange equation:
or d or Z % ox, d Z % 0x,
- .4 — MaXe 75— — 73 Mo Xa 7
dqr.  dt Og a Oqr,  dt \7 gy

D .
e ¢ ¢ an an dt 8qk
0x,
= =) myX, - 254
za: gy, (254)

Using Newton’s equation of motion F, = m,%, and the definition (249) for the
generalized force, one obtains

oT d oT 0X,,
— F. .
gy,

= 4. (255)

The generalized force can always be split up in a part that can be derived from
a potential U, and a residual part ¢},

oU ,
== 256
with a velocity-independent potential U = U({qx}). Then, the equation of motion
(255) can be written as

T —U) doT-U) 9L daL
UT-0) _4X )_ oL _doL_ (257)

I dt  dq  Ogqx  dtIq
where L =T — U is the usual Lagrange function that contains forces that can be
derived from a potential. Expression (257) resembles almost the set of Lagrange
equations (206), but this time, non-conservative forces like the friction forces
seen in section 2.3.2 can be taken into account as well. If there are no dissipative
forces, ¢}, = 0, and the original Euler-Lagrange equations (206) are reproduced.
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The strategy to handle problems with such forces would be as follows: First,
formulate a Lagrange function L with the kinetic energy and the potential from
interactions or forces that can be expressed via a potential U in convenient coor-
dinates. Then, evaluate the generalized forces ¢j, for the non-conservative forces
from their description in real space via (249). Subsequently, solve the set of
(possibly coupled) differential equations (257).

6.6 Constraints in the Lagrange formalism

One of the advantages of the Lagrange formalism is that constraints in the motion
of particles can be elegantly taken care of by an adequate choice of coordinates.
In an adequate coordinate system, a constraint does not explicitly not show up
in the equation of motion, and the number of degrees of freedoms or generalized
coordinates ¢, is reduced by the number of constraints.

Sometimes, however, it may be better to keep more generalized coordinates
in the system of differential equations to be solved. There is a specific method
within the Euler-Lagrange formalism that can handle explicit constraints.

Constraints between a set of coordinates are typically formulated in the form

f{a}) =0. (258)

An example would be the motion of a point mass on the surface of a sphere in the
usual three-dimensional space with coordinates x,y and z. There, the constraint
to the surface of a sphere with radius r is

fle.g,0) = &+ 92+ 22— = 0. (259)

In general, constraints can not only be a function of coordinates g, but also a
function of the velocities ¢, or explicitly the time ¢. The constraints are typically
classified into the following categories:

scleronomic rheonomic
(fixed in time ) (time-dependent)

fH{a}) =0 F{ar}.t) =0

holonomic
(independent of ¢y)

non-holonomic
(dependent on ¢y,)

f{atAdn}) =0 F{at {g}. 1) =0

The method of undetermined Lagrange multipliers allows taking care of holo-
nomic constraints, and certain non-holonomic constraints if they are of a certain
form.
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To see how these can be taken care of, we recall the variational problem in
section 6.1, and formulate it for two variables y and z that are connected via a
constraint

9(y,z;2) = 0. (260)

As a reminder, in the Euler problem for the case at hand we were looking for
solutions y(x) and z(x) which make the functional

2
J:/f(y,y’,z,z’;x) dx (261)
1

extremal (i.e., minimal or maximal). This was done by adding deviations 7; with
a control parameter « to the desired solutions,

yla,z) =y(x) +am(z), 2(ax) = 2(r) +an(z). (262)

The extremal condition for J according to (191) for the two functions y and z is
then explicitly

oJ _[l(of dof\oy (of dof\o:] .
ao‘_x/[(ay dw@y’>8a+<az d:caz/>aa] dr =0, (263)

where the derivatives of y and z with respect to a are the deviation functions
n;(z) from the optimal path:

0 0z
m(x) = % and 1mo(z) = P

(264)
As 0.J/0a = 0 needed to be valid for all possible independent deviations 7;(z), it
was necessary that both parentheses in (263) are vanishing identically, which led
to the Euler equations for y and z. With constraint (260), however, the deviations
are not independent anymore, but connected via

dg 090y 090z Jg dg

-~ _2d g7 2T —Zny, =0. 265
dao  Oyda  0z0a Oy e 0z P2 (265)
The deviation 75 now can be expressed via the deviation 7y,
9g/0y
= — 266
2 m Bg/0z (266)

so the condition for an extremal J turns into

aJ  fl(of dof of d af\ dg/oy N
o= (G dwow) - (5~ wob) augae mrir 0. om

x1
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For this expression to hold for all deviations n;(x), the square bracket needs to
vanish identically, or

of dof\y 1 (fof dofy 1
(50~ o) oy = (0t~ deos) iz = > 0%

As each side of this expression contains derivatives with respect to y and ¥/, or z
and 2z’ only, the so-called Lagrange undetermined multiplier A can at most be a
function of x. Then,

af d of dg
9y droy (x)ay = 0, and
af d af o9

This is a set of differential equations for three functions y(x), z(z) and A(x).
Together with the constraint condition (260), there are three equations for the
three unknown functions.

The method can be extended to more than two functions, and more than a
single constraint. Applying this general formalism to the Hamilton principle, the
Euler-Lagrange equations of motion with s constraints become

oL d L & of;

Y
Oqr,  dt Oqy ; ()8%

=0, (270)

with s constraint equations f; = 0 for the dynamic variables gx(t), and the s
Lagrange undetermined multipliers \;(t).

Comparing (270) with the definition of equations of motion under arbitrary
generalized forces in (257), one can interpret the Lagrange multipliers directly as
forces that are not captured by standard Lagrange formalism:

oL d 0L ° ofi = < of;

AT A = 2 il = - ik With @ 1= \i(2 )
Oq,  dt Ogy ; <>8qk ;(bk Dik (>8qk

(271)

The ¢, represents the constraining force in direction of coordinate g due to
the constraint f; = 0. This is useful to find out the constraining forces in the
Lagrange formalism, which tries to avoid the calculation of constraining forces
by an adequate choice of variables to describe the problem. Such constraining
forces are not interesting to understand the dynamics of the system, but may
be important in an “engineering” context, where a system has to be designed to
provide the constraining forces.
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7 Elements of Hamiltonian mechanics

The introduction of the Hamilton function has a much wider use than that of a
conserved quantity in time-invariant physical systems. In a similar way as the
Lagrange function is used to derive the complete dynamics of a system, there is a
method constructing a set of equations of motion that are based on the Hamilton
function. This method offers some advantages in the complexity of the equation
of motion, and may lead to a better handling of cyclic variables. The main
advantage of that method, however, is in its use in other areas of physics, namely
quantum mechanics: There, the Hamilton function is at the center of describing
the dynamics of a system. Similarly, Hamiltonian mechanics is heavily used is in
statistical physics, when ensembles of many particles, like in a fluid, are analyzed.

The starting point for this yet another approach to find equations of motion of a
system is the transition from a dynamic variable set {q, 4r} to a set that is made
up by the generalized coordinates, and their canonically conjugated momenta,
{qk, pr}- This should be possible because the momenta p; and velocities &y carry
somewhat similar information.

We remember the definition (216) of the generalized momentum,

oL

Dk = 9ir (272)

and also write the Lagrange equations of motion (153) with this momentum:

oL dOL _ oL
= —

oL _ d oL _ _ ok 273
Oqr  dt Oqy, Pr 0qs (273)

A fast way to come to equations of motion is to write the Hamilton function as
a function of the new dynamic variables (and time, if necessary):

H = H({Qk}> {pk}’ t) ) (274)
and try to write down the full differential dH in all the variables:
OH OH OH
dH = —d —d —dt. 275
Zk:<aqk CIImLapk pk>+ ot (275)

In a next step, we try to express the total differential dH from its definition
(234), and identify the partial derivatives in (275). For this, we first simplify the
Hamilton function by using definition of py,

oL . .
H=Y —qg—-L=> pugr—L, (276)
v 04 k
and then calculate the total differential dH from this expression:

dH = d()_ prgx—L)=d> ppde —dL
" P
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oL oL oL

- di + G dpe) — | Y- 5= dag + o dp + ——dt
; (px ddy + Gr. dpi) ; Far + 55, i + =
—~— N
=Pk =Pk
; . . . oL
k
. . oL
= > (drdpr — prdai) — Edt (277)
P

In this transformation, the Lagrange equation of motion was inserted when
OL/0q. was replaced with pg. The result is a full differential dH, expressed
in full differentials of the parameters of H. By comparing the coefficients in
(275) and (277), one finds

oH oOH
dk apk 3 Pk aqk 5 ( 78)
and oL  OH
= 2
ot ot (279)

Equations (278) are in fact already the equations of motion for the dynamic
variables g and py, and are referred to as Hamilton’s equation of motion.

If there are N degrees of freedom (i. e., N different indices k), then (278) forms
a system of 2N ordinary differential equations of first order. They are equivalent
with the other equations of motion of a system; the Lagrange equations of motion
(153) form a system of N differential equations of second order. Both sets of
equations of motion require 2N integration constants to be solved.

Before we use the Hamiltonian approach, we look at the total temporal deriva-
tive of the Hamilton function, which was shown to vanish if a system was invariant
to translations in time (see section 6.3.3). It can be directly calculated:

- dH OH . 0H . OH
H="% - ;(MQk+mpk>+6if
. - OH OH
= > (—Drdr + QD) + o o (280)

k

The total derivative H is the same as the explicit time dependency dH JOt, so if
H is not explicitly time dependent, H is a conserved quantity. As before, if U
is independent of the velocities ¢, and the transformations from {z;} to {q} is
independent of time, then H = F.

The strategy to obtain the Hamilton equations of motion is summarized below:

1. Express the kinetic energy 7T in the velocities ¢.

2. Find the potential energy U as a function of the coordinates gj.
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3. Find the canonically conjugated momenta py = L /gy

4a. Express the kinetic energy 7' in these momenta py, if this is easy, and obtain
the Hamilton function H =T + U directly if the conditions for H = F are
met (no time-dependent coordinates g, no ¢ in U).

4b. Otherwise, obtain H via the definition (234).

5. Proceed to the equations of motion (278).

7.1 Simple example: harmonic oscillator

As before, we apply the Hamiltonian formalism first to a simple physical system,
the one-dimensional harmonic oscillator. We have seen in section 5.1 that

1 1
T=_-mi* and U= -—ka*. (281)
2 2
We use the standard Cartesian coordinate x as coordinate, and find the corre-

sponding momentum

AL AT -U) T

p

This allows expressing the kinetic energy via the momentum,

p2

T=—,
2m

(283)

and since U is not velocity-dependent and we work with Cartesian coordinates,

2 2

D kx
H=T+U="—+4+—. 284
* 2m+ 2 (284)

The resulting set of equations of motion obtained via (278) is then
.1 :
t=—p, and p= —kx. (285)
m

For this simple example, the two equations of motion can not be solved easier
than it used to be before, as both differential equations are coupled.

The advantages of this formalism come really out on more complex problems,
where several coordinates are cyclic.
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7.2 Hamilton dynamics and phase space

The transition to dynamic variables {gx} and {p;} allows visualizing the trajec-
tory of a system in this so-called phase space. To do so, we first keep in mind that
for many systems, the Hamilton function H is a constant in time. Therefore, in a
diagram that represents the function H({qx}, {px}), the trajectory of the system
moves along a line of constant H. For example, the Hamiltonian of the harmonic
oscillator had a parabolic shape in x and p,

p2 ka

H=T+U=-—"— 4+ 286
+ 5 T (286)

and the contour lines for a constant energy F (shown in black below) are ellipses:

300
250
200
150
100

50

In an appropriate scaling, the time evolution of the harmonic oscillator is just
a rotation in phase space around the origin, with a constant angular frequency
w = /k/m, independent of the amplitude of the oscillation, and the trajectories
in phase space are closed after a period T' = 27 /w:

Similarly to the simple picture where qualitative statements could be made on a
solution by knowing the potential energy in section 3.3.1, statements can be made
from observing contours with fixed total energy in phase space. First, it allows
identifying the type of solutions one can expect: If the plane of a constant energy
cuts the Hamilton function near a local minimum in phase space, the trajectory
in phase space will be closed loops, pretty much as shown in the graphics above.
But for higher energies, there may be solutions that are not bound - the plane
pendulum (see section 6.2.1) with coordinate 6 would be such an example, where
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7
-

there are oscillatory solutions as well as solutions that increase § monotonously
in time when the pendulum rotates:

<y

™
7

o
D

unbound

NN
SN

w
/\4_/

For a given total energy FE, some statements about maximal and minimal
angles ¢ can be made, or for maximal and minimal values for the corresponding
generalized momentum py (which happens to be the angular momentum).

0

(m

7.3 Hamiltonian mechanics for an ensemble of systems

The concept of phase space becomes very useful if a physical system is obeyed in
the same way by a large number of particles, like molecules in a gas. Then, the
different systems can be represented by a point moving in the same phase space
at once, and one can ask the question of how an ensemble of system distributes

over time:
A
p

q

The ensemble will move in a particular way, but the arrangement of points in
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phase space may change its shape or orientation over time. In such a situation,
it can be useful to introduce a density p of systems in phase space, that describes
how many systems dN can be found in a infinitesimal phase space volume duv:

dN = pdv , (287)
where dv is a volume in a phase space for the s coordinate/momentum pairs:

dv = (dg1 dgs - - - dgs)(dpr dpa - - - dps) . (288)

For a small volume element in phase space, one can balance how many systems
enter and leave the volume in a timer interval dt. For this purpose, we consider
the small area dq dp in the in the phase space for one coordinate ¢ and momentum
p, and evaluate the flow of systems into this area:

A

p+dp |-o-ooeeeeeeeeie *4

Y

q  Qg+dq
The number of systems dN; that enter the volume in the time interval dt (or

the rate dN; /dt) from the left is

B = pip=pidp. (289)
This can be understood in the following way: The first term p measures how
many points are there per unit phase space area, the second term ¢ captures how
fast these points move from left to right into the volume, and the third term dp
captures how wide the area is in p direction where systems can enter the area
under consideration. The expression pq is therefore a flow density per unit of p.
In a similar way, the rate of systems entering via the bottom boundary is

B = 0P iy = ppq. (200)
To evaluate how the rate at which systems leave the test volume on the right
side, one finds the flow by Taylor expansion of the flow density pq in ¢ up to the
first order:

N3 0
— = 1+ —(pq)dqg+ ... |dp. 291
o (pq+ é)q(pq) q+ ) p (291)
In a similar way, the rate of systems leaving through the top border is
dNy .0,
— = — dp+...|dq. 292
7 (pp+ gp\PP) dp =+ ) q (292)
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Summing up the net flow of systems into the area dq dp, we get

dN dNy dN; dNs dN,

dt i dt dt dt

= - [aaq(pr) + ai(pzﬁ)] dq dp

dp. 0¢ Op.

dp

— 2
ﬁp] dq dp (293)

Using the Hamilton equations of motion (278) for the second and last term,

dq 0 (0OH O°H dp 0 OH 0*H
—=—|—=1]= and —=—|—]=——, (294)
dq  9q \ Op 9q0p dp  9p \ Oq 9q0p
one can see that they vanish, and that
dN op. Op.
b e . 2
7 [aqq + app] dq dp (295)

Up to here, we have considered only the flux into the area dgdp (or the phase
space volume) of a single coordinate/momentum pair (¢, p) by balancing the flux
through the sides of this volume. For s degrees of freedom (or ¢ /py pairs), the
phase space volume dv is not a square, but a hypercube in 2s dimensions, with 2s
surfaces. We can balance the flux into dv in a similar way as for one dimension,
but need to replace the width dp of side 1 in expression (289) by the “area” ds 4
of surface (1, k) of the hypercube:

dqdp — ds1p = (dqu dgz - - - dgr—1 dqyy1 -+ - dgs)(dpy - - - dps) - (296)
With this, the rate of systems entering via surface (1, k) is
le,k = qu dsl,k dt . (297)

The difference between the opposing hypersurfaces (1, k) and (3, k) becomes

o . .
ANy — dN3y, = _T%(qu) dqy, dsy j dt

= - lqk + p] dv dt (298)
k

A similar argument holds for the opposing hypersurfaces (2, k) and (4, k). When
summing up the flux through all surfaces, the terms containing d¢y/dq, and
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Opy/Opx. vanish again because of (294). This leads to a total number
dN = <Z dNLk + dNQJg — dN&k — dN47k> dt

- _Z[Ha ]dvdt (299)

of systems entering the phase space volume dv in time dt.
Since the number of systems moving in phase space can not change, the influx
dN into dv must cause a change in the phase space density p in time:

dp

dN =
ot

dv dt . (300)

Comparing this with (299) and omitting dv and dt leads to

dp ap . op . ]
9 R ’ 301
ot zk: [aqk dk apkpk (301)
and after reordering
dp dp . dp . d
“F il o l=—p=0. 2
o+ ; [aqk * o ’“] a’ = (302)

This result is referred as Liouwville’s theorem!'®, and states that the density p

of points in phase space under time evolution according to Hamilton’s equation
stays constant. To understand what this result means, we consider an ensemble of
systems subject to the motion of a harmonic oscillator, described by the Hamilton
function H in (286). The ensemble should be initially distributed over a large
range of positions = with a small spread in momentum p and thus little kinetic
energy. A quarter of an oscillation period T' = 27 /w later, the distribution has
evolved in phase space:

pA after pA
I T/4

1N "

T
—e—o—

y

o — — — = — -
o o fe e
)

0published in 1838 by Joseph Liouville, 1809-1882
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While the distribution changed its configuration in phase space, the density in
the phase space volume that initially contained the distribution did not change,
and the large spread in p together with a large spread in x translated to a dis-
tribution with a large spread in p and a small spread in x. For the special case
of a harmonic oscillator, even the shape of the distribution stays constant, but
for more complex systems, the Liouville theorem dp/dt still holds, i.e., the phase
space distribution is incompressible as long as the evolution in time can be de-
scribed by a Hamilton function, i.e., is non-dissipative.

7.4 Evolution of functions in time and Poisson brackets

Often, one is interested in the time evolution of a quantity that is a function of
all coordinates and/or positions of a physical system; the center of mass position
in section 4.1, or the total angular momentum in section 4.2 were such examples.
In general, such a function can be represented as

f=rfda} e} 1) (303)

Then, the temporal derivative of this function in time can be calculated in the
usual way by differentiating with respect to its dependent variables, and using
the Hamilton equations of motion (278):

Z: +Z< a;f)

of of oH 0f oH >
= =+ —_— = . 304
ot 2 <an Opk  Opr, Ogi (804)
By defining the so-called Poisson bracket as a short notation,
of dg  Of 9g )
g} = - -, 305
.94 ; (3% Opr. Opk gy, (305)
the temporal derivative can be written as
daf _of |
— H
o=t (306)

This is a notation that resembles closely the expression for the time evolution of
an operator in a system in quantum physics. Some other properties of these Pois-
son brackets that are very closely related to corresponding expressions quantum
physics can also be verified:

dq; Op;  0q; Op;
) = (20t )
k

0qi Opx, Opr. Oqi,
=0 =0

k
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and similarly, for Poisson brackets between coordinates:

dq; dq;  0q; Oq;

{4} = Zk: < ————— ) =0, (308)

and with a similar argument, {p;,p;} = 0. In general, two functions f and g are
said to commute with each other if

{f,9}=0. (309)

A useful expression can be obtained by evaluating the Poisson bracket with a

momentum p;:
Op; O dp; 0
{plvf} = Z(pf_pf>
~—~—

af af
- Oip —— | = — ) 310
> (o gl) =5 310
Again, a symmetric expression can be obtained for a Poisson bracket with ¢;:

of
Ip; .

{a:. [} = (311)

Poisson brackets allow compactly formulating the evolution in time and the re-
lation between different functions of the state of the system characterized by a
set of dynamic variables {qx, pr}. They are very closely related to the commu-
tators on quantum physics; in fact, one of the ways to make a transition from
classical mechanics to quantum physics simply postulates particular properties of
the commutators between operators that differ from classical physics, and take
over the rest of the dynamics from the tool set developed in classical Hamiltonian
mechanics.
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8 Central force motion and two-body problem

One of the both historically and practically important problems in classical me-
chanics is the dynamics of two objects that exert a central force on each other.
As a reminder, central forces were defined as forces that two point masses exert
on each other along their distance vector:

Such forces are found in the gravitational interaction between celestial bodies
and in the Coulomb interaction between charged particles, and often are in good
approximation not subject to dissipation.

8.1 Simplification through conservation laws

Central forces only depend on the difference vector between the positions, and
thus can be derived from a potential that only depends on the distance vector:

F = F(I‘l — I'Q) and U = U(I‘l — 1'2) . (312)

Furthermore, since the form of the potential does not depend on the orientation
of the distance vector r = r; — ry between the two masses, the potential is only
a function of the distance r = |r|, so U = U(|r|) = U(r). The Lagrange function
of the system is given by

| 1 .
L=T-U-= 5mlrf + §m2r§ —U(r). (313)
As we have seen in section 4.1, a system of particles with central forces between
the particles without external forces has a constant total momentum, and the

motion of the center-of-mass position

1
R=———(mir; + mor 314
(o) (1)
is uniform, i.e., R = 0. Therefore, we can choose an inertial system where R =0.
Next, we place the coordinate origin into the center-of-mass position, so R = 0.
We then we express the positions ry, ro via the distance vector r:

mo my

rp=———r and rpy=——"—7T. (315)
my + moy my1 + Mo

With this, the Lagrange function of the problem becomes

1
L= ui® = U(lr]) with pu:= e (316)

mi + Mo
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The quantity p is referred to as the reduced mass of the two-body problem. With
this, the original two-body problem has been reduced to a single body problem,
with only the distance vector r as a dynamic variable.

The Lagrange function does not depend on the orientation of r, only its modu-
lus |r| via U(|r|) = U(r). This means that the problem is spherically symmetric,
so the Noether theorem in 6.3.2 implies that the angular momentum

L=rxp (317)

is constant in time. By definition, vectors r and p are perpendicular to L, so they
stay in a fixed plane perpendicular to the constant L. This reduces the problem
to a two-dimensional problem in this plane. An adequate set of coordinates are
polar coordinates (r,6) with

cosf ) . cos® —sinf \ .
rzT(sinQ) and r:r<31n0>+r< cos )9 (318)

in the plane perpendicular to L. With this, ¥* in (316) becomes
2 = 72 4+ 1262 (319)

and the Lagrange function simplifies to

1 ) )
L= 5/1(7'“2 +7%0*) — U(r) = L(r,7,0) . (320)
As 0 is a cyclic coordinate, the corresponding Lagrange equation (206) for 6 states
just that the corresponding angular momentum
oL .

Po= 55 = pr*0 = const. =: 1 (321)
is a constant of motion or a first integral. This constant angular momentum
[ = |L| has a simple geometric interpretation. The area dA that the radius vector
r covers in a time interval dt can be calculated via

dé

r
so the change of this are in time is given by

aA 1 . l

i 57’29 = % = const. (323)
This is referred to as Kepler’s second law'!, which at that time was a heuristic
description of the positions of the planet Mars recorded by T. Brahe!'?. While

Hpublished in 1609 by Johannes Kepler, 1571-1630
12Tycho Brahe, 1546-1601
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first found with the gravitational interaction, this law holds for any form of the
potential U(r) in a central force problem, as it is only a consequence of angular
momentum conservation.

The remaining equation of motion is for the distance r between the two bodies,

L d OL L, oU d
o “awor M o T
= /;3—8;—/”‘4: (324)
. 12 10U
A (325)

This is an ordinary differential equation in r that does not have a simple ana-
lytical solution for a general potential U(r). However, a number of qualitative
observations can be made by looking at the total energy F of the system (which
is conserved, as L is independent of ¢):

2

1
E=T+U=-w?*+

5 2 +U(r). (326)

This expression can be resolved for the radial velocity 7,

. dr 2 [?
r:ﬁ:i\lH<E—U(T)—2MT2>- (327)

Collecting all terms that depend on r on one side and subsequent direct integra-
tion leads to

=t(r,ro), (328)

B r dr’
t_v!\/z(E—U(r’) 22)

- 2H7./2

where rg is the distance at ¢ = 0. If the integral can be carried out explicitly,
The result can be inverted for the solution r(¢,ry).

8.2 Effective potential in central force motion

Before moving on to a solution of the radial motion, it is helpful to group the
expression (326) into a part dependent on the radial velocity 7, and the rest:

1 12
E = —u? U(r) . 329
2+ g TUW) (329)
N——
=:Veg (1)

The so-called effective Potential Vg (1) captures both the original potential U(r),
and the kinetic energy [?/2ur? associated with the angular momentum (some-
times referred to as centrifugal energy), which diverges to positive values for
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r — 0. In a similar way that comparing of the potential with the total energy in
(3.3.1) allowed a classification of solutions, one can use the effective potential to
make statements on the radial motion of the system. We consider the case of an
attractive potential U(r) = —k/r with some [ > 0:

2 2

Ver |1 122w
r3\\ in
Es | - (’1

For F = Fi, the system is in a state where all the energy is taken up by the
effective potential energy, and nothing is left for any radial motion. Therefore,
7 = 0, so r is constant in time. This does not mean that there is no kinetic energy
— there is still the motion connected with the angular momentum [ as part of the
effective potential Vog. The fixed r implies a circular trajectory (with radius ry),
i.e., the system is in a bound state.

For E = Es, the system is also in a bound state, but there is enough energy
to allow for radial motion, oscillating between two extremal radii 7o, and 7oy
with an oscillation period that can be calculated via (328). The trajectory or
orbit r(t) could look like this:

The motion in radial direction and the one due to the angular momentum [ are
not necessarily synchronized for all potentials U(r) — in the figure above, they
are not. In this case the orbit is referred to as open.
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For F = Fj3, there is only one intersection of Vg(r) with the line of constant
energy at r3min, which means that the particle moves from infinity to the point of
closest proximity to the origin (corresponding to the center of mass of the system),
and then leaves again with r(t — 4+00) — co. Because U(r — oo) — 0, the
particle approaches the center from an asymptotically uniform motion, interacts
with the other particle and then escapes, approaching a uniform motion into a
different direction:

This situation is referred to as a scattering process, and is an important concept
in atomic, molecular and particle physics.

We now come back to the problem of solving the radial motion in (325). To
assess the shape of orbits without considering the explicit time dependency, we
convert (325) into an equation for r(#). For this, we introduce the substitution

wi= - (330)

and calculate its derivatives with respect to 6 (using [ = ur?0):

du_ 1 dr 1drdt_ 1

du_ _Lldr Ldrdt 1,1 0 (331)
o~ " r2de " pZdidd 2§ 1
and d? dr dr dt 1 2
u wdr w dr pl B
U A o e A ey S i 2
a2~ " 1dp - ldatde 1§ B2 (332)
This can be used to substitute # in (325) by
. d’u 12
so the differential equation (325) becomes
B 0U
ur? do?  prt N
d*u p ,0U

This is a simpler differential equation that can be solved for the important class
of potentials where U o< 1/7.
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8.3 Kepler problems

Two-body problems with a potential

vk (335)

r

are referred to as Kepler problems, because they are equivalent to solving the
planetary motion problem. For gravitational attraction,

k= Gm1m2 s (336)

with the gravitational constant G and the heavy masses m; and m,. For the

coulomb interaction,
092

dmey’

k= (337)

for two charges qi, 2, with the electrical permittivity ¢y. The minus sign takes
into account that charges of the same sign repel each other, while charges of
opposite sign attract each other. The potential (335) leads to a radial derivative
OU/Or o< r—2, which simplifies the differential equation (334) to

d*u

W—l—u—c:O with c:%k‘:const. (338)
This is a simple linear differential equation with special solutions of the form

u(f) = AeP? + ¢, (339)

with the same c as in (338). Inserting this solution into (338) leads to B? = —1,
or a general solution

u(f) = A'e® + A" 4 ¢ or u(f)=A"cos(d — ) +c. (340)

with free integration constants A’ and A”, or A” and 6, that are suitable for a
description of the real-valued solution. We can choose 6, = 0, because this only
orients our polar coordinate system in a particular way. The integration constant
A" needs then to be determined form the initial conditions. Re-arranging the
solution into a different form yields

11 A///
o2 s 1. (341)
c cr c

With a transition to the the common definitions
1 l2 A///
a:=—-—=— and €:=—, (342)
c pk c
the solution takes the form

% = 1+ecost. (343)
r

This is the parametric description of a number of curves referred to as cone
intersections, and the dimensionless constant € in this expression is referred to as
the eccentricity of the curve.

75



Version: 11*" Nov, 2017 11:13; svn-65

8.3.1 Classification of orbits

The cone intersections as solutions for the Kepler problem can be classified ac-
cording to the values of the eccentricity €; in the graph below, a was chosen
such that all trajectories have the same distance of the nearest point P on the
trajectory to the origin F':

e For e = 0, the solution for r(f) = « is independent of §, and the trajectory
is a circle around the coordinate origin. This corresponds to the bound
state with the lowest total energy for a given angular momentum /.

e For 0 < e < 1, the trajectory r(6) forms an ellipse, with the coordinate
origin in one of its focal points F'. The trajectory represents again a bound
state. Point P on the trajectory is the one with the closest distance to
the coordinate origin, and therfore the shortest distance between the two
bodies. It is referred to as pericenter, or, if reference is made to a planet
orbiting the Sun, as perihelion, or as perigee if reference is made to a satel-
lite orbiting the earth. Similarly, the position A on the trajectory which is
furthest away from the coordinate origin is referred to as apocenter, apohe-
lion, or apogee, respectively. If one of the two masses is much heavier than
the other one, its distance from the center of mass of the system (i.e the
coordinate origin) is very small, and therefore would be located near the
focal point F' of the elliptical orbit. This is Kepler’s first law for planetary
motion, stating that planetary orbits are ellipses, with the Sun in one of its
foci.
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e For ¢ = 1, the solution r(f) represents a parabola. This corresponds to
the situation where £ = 0. It is not a bound state anymore, because
r(t — +o0) — oc.

e For € > 1, the trajectories are also not bounded. Furthermore, the range of
0 is limited because expression (343) diverges for 0 — 0,.x, with
1
COS Oppaxy = —— . (344)
€
In this case, the trajectory starts out with 0 = 0,,,x and r — oo, moves
towards the coordinate center, with a decreasing 6, reaches the pericenter
P for § = 0, and leaves for r — oo with § — —0,,. (or the other way
round). Such a problem is referred to as a scattering problem.

So far, we have discussed the solutions (343) to the Kepler problem only qual-
itatively. We still need to make the connection of the orbit parameter ¢ with the
physical properties of the two body problem, since « is already fixed via (342).

The connection is easily made by using expression (326) for the total energy,
and inserting the Kepler potential:

1 12 k

E=T+U=p’+5— —— 345
+ 2MT+2/M2 r (345)

By definition, the radial velocity 7 a the pericenter r = r;, vanishes

1 2 k
E=fy - — (346)
KT hin T'min

On the other hand, we have an expression for r,;, from the Kepler solution (343):

«
min — . 347
Inserting this into the expression for the total energy (346) yields
2 2
B 12 (1+e) —k:1+€
2 o

k1 ) koo,

_ a[2(1+e) —(1—|—6)}=2a[6—1]- (348)

This expression can be inverted into

20F 212
— - B 4
€ p + + e (349)

With this, the orbit parameters «, ¢ are fully determined by the orbital momen-
tum [ and the total energy E of the two-body problem. Alternatively, a particular
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velocity at a position in space could have been specified as an initial condition,
but [ and F can always easily be calculated from them.

As a last step in this section, we want to apply Kepler’s second law (323), and
evaluate the total orbital period 7 of a bound state by equating the area covered
by the radius vector per unit of time with the ratio of the ellipse area A and 7:

dA 1

At 2u K3

!

A wab
e 350
T Y ( )

T

where a and b are the two semi-axes of an elliptical or circular orbit.

Ny

a r

One can easily show that a and b are connected with the parameters € and «
of the cone intersection expression (343):

a:% and b=+/aa. (351)
—€

With this, one finds with | = /apk from (342)

2 2 4
T = ﬂabTM = WGS/Q\/a\/aM_/ﬂc = a**r ?,u . (352)
This leads to > 4
T U
5= = const. , (353)

which to a good approximation is Kepler’s third law, stating that the ratio of
72 and the cube of the semi-major axis a of a planetary orbit is a constant
for all planets orbiting around the sun. The latter can be seen by recalling the
expressions for the reduced mass p from (316) and k = Gmyms for a gravitational
potential:

47 42 mymsy 1 472 472

k my -+ Mo Gm1m2 n G(m1 +m2) - GTRQ ’

(354)

since the mass msy of the Sun is much larger the mass m; of any planet.
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8.3.2 Orientation of elliptical orbits: Laplace-Runge-Lentz vector

In the previous section, we have seen some aspects of stable orbits for Kepler
problems with

Ur) = kK and F=-VU=—-—r. (355)

One of the consequences of the conservation of angular momentum L was that
the motion takes place in a plane only. Implicit in the solutions for the elliptical
orbits was that the semi-major axis is a constant in time, i.e., its orientation in
space is fixed. When determining the integration constants in (340), we chose
6y = 0, and aligned the coordinate system with the semi-major axis.

In practice, the orientation of the semi-major axis (and even the whole equa-
tions of motion) can be obtained from a specific vector. We define

1
A:=pxL-—pk-r, (356)
r

with the momentum p, angular momentum L = r X p and position vector r.
This quantity is referred to as Laplace-Runge-Lentz vector, or sometimes only as
Runge-Lentz vector. It lies in the plane of motion (because the first component of
(356) is perpendicular to L, and the second component is in the plane of motion
anyways). To show that this vector is a constant of motion, we calculate at the
temporal derivative of its first component:

Ci(pr):pr%—pX{%’ (357)
Using p=F = —kur/r® and p = pr, we can continue
CpxL) = s xi)
= e e
= —]:i'g(rr"r —7?7)
— (—:er 4 3;) — /wjt (ir) . (358)

The step from the second to thrid line can be seen by writing r = re,, differen-
tiating this product with respect to time to get €,, and using e, L €,. Then, the
expression can be re-arranged into

d 1 d

pxL—k r>:A:O. 359

dt (p ) T (359)
Thus, the Laplace-Runge-Lentz vector is conserved over time. Its orientation
with respect to the elliptical motion can be seen by forming the scalar product
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with the position vector r:

A-r = r-(p><L)—,uku
r
= L-(r xp)—pkr =1*— ukr. (360)
——

=L

On the other side, A -r = Arcosf, where A = |A] and 6 is the angle between
vectors A and r. Reordering this expression into

12 A
—— =1+ —cost (361)
wkr pk
suggests that the angle 6 here is the same as in the solutions for the cone inter-
sections in (343). Thus, for 6 = 0, the vector A points in the same direction as r,
namely in the direction of the pericenter, parallel to the semi-major axis of the
ellipse:

Direct comparison of (361) with the expression for the cone intersections (343)
also reveals the connection between the length of the Laplace-Runge-Lentz vector
and the eccentricity:

A = pke (362)
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8.4 Scattering orbits

We now come back to the orbits in section (8.2) corresponding to a total energy
E > 0, such that r(¢) is not bounded, i.e., r(t — £o0) — oo. This is also the
only type of solutions for potentials modeling the two-body interaction that are
repulsive:

Veff

0

Typically, the interactions U(r) vanish for large r; there, the particle is in
uniform motion with a constant velocity r = v{,. The prime with the velocity
should indicate that reference is made to a relative velocity between the two
bodies, because we still are in the framework of an effective one-body problem.
The vector r will move towards the pericenter P with a minimal distance from
the center-of-mass position (or coordinate origin O), and then move away again.
For r — 0o, the motion becomes uniform again, with a new constant velocity v7.
As we are still looking at a conservative interaction, the velocities have the same
modulus, but a different direction. Asymptotically, the effect of the two-body
interaction is a deflection of the particle by an angle ¢'. The geometry of that
interaction is shown in the diagram below:

First, we note that the scattering angle ¢’ between the asymptotic velocities vy,

81



Version: 11*" Nov, 2017 11:13; svn-65

and v/ is determined by the maximal angle 0,,., in the polar coordinate system
(oriented in the direction O — P in the figure):

@ =7 — 20max (363)

For any two-body central force problem, the angular momentum is a conserved
quantity. We therefore try to evaluate it from the geometric parameters shown
in the above diagram, using

[=|L|=|r xp|=plrx vy =prvysina=puruvy sin(r — ), (364)
where here, a is the angle between r and vj,. Asymptotically, the expression
rsin(r —a) =:b (365)

measures the shortest distance b between the trajectory the particle would have
taken without interaction, and the coordinate origin. The distance b is referred to
as impact parameter of the scattering trajectory, and measures, casually speaking,
how far the scattering center O was missed if there were no interaction. With
this, one can fix the angular momentum to

[ =puvyb (366)

The diagram above shows a scattering problem for a repulsive potential. By con-
vention, the scattering angle ¢’ in this case is counted positively. For a scattering
problem with an attractive potential the scattering angle is negative, compatible
with definition (363):

Since the scattering angle ¢’ is a simple function (363) of the maximum angle
Omax Of the trajectory in a polar coordinate system with the 8 = 0 direction defined
by the direction O — P, we try to evaluate this angle for a general potential U(r).
For this, we go back to the expression (327) for the radial velocity in a central

force problem:
dr 2 2
= —=4,|— | F - — )
r=— \l . ( U(r) 2,[”2) (367)
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We are interested in an expression (1), so we use the above expression to con-
struct a useful derivative:

do g dat 0

dr dt dr 7
[ 1 l 1
. , 368
ur? v opur? £/ (368)
Sorting again components that depend on 7 on one side leads to
l d
o = . (369)

o2 £

which we integrate from the pericenter (at # = 0) to infinity. Since the distance
r increases monotonously, we can choose the positive sign (assuming [ > 0), and
get an expression for 0,,.y:

+00
‘gmax - / Ldr . (370)
Pamin MTZ\/E (E —-U(r) — QZWQ)

To carry out this integration, we still need to know the r,;,, which can be obtained
from (327), knowing that at 7, the radial velocity 7 vanishes:

l

2ur?

min

E—U(rmmn) — =0. (371)
This equation needs to be solved for the integration boundary 7y, in (370),
leading to the maximal polar angle Oyax = Omax(E,1). The energy E in the
system is the energy in the center-of-mass system, so we should note it as

2
B = ’“2}(] . (372)

As the angular momentum in a scattering problem is conveniently given by the
impact parameter b via (366), the scattering angle ¢ becomes only a function of
b and v}, or b and E'.

8.4.1 Scattering angle for Kepler problems

For general potentials U(r), it can be difficult or impossible to obtain the maximal
polar angle 6.« from (370) in a closed form. For the important Kepler problems
introduced in section 8.3 it is possible, but it is even easier to use the result (344):

1
€S Oppay = —— (373)
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with the eccentricity € given by (349). In the parametric equation (343) for the
Kepler orbits, we implicitly used k£ > 0 corresponding to attractive interactions
to obtain a radial distance r > 0. However, the sign of the integration constant
a in (342) can be changed for £ < 0 without affecting any of the derivations,
resulting in 7 > 0 for repulsive interactions, e.g. of two electric charges of the
same sign. Expression (349) for € is not affected by this sign change, so 0p,.x can
be obtained via (373), resulting in an expression for the scattering angle ¢’

1 / /
—— = €08 oy = COS (;T — ﬁ) = sin % . (374)
€
Using (349) for the eccentricity e leads to
- —1/2
.y 1 202
Sll’l?:—z = — -1+Elm
2M2U/2b2] 1/2 [ p2] 2
= —|1+E—2 =— |1 +4E"”~
1k? k2
(I k
= — |1+ bQ] with by := 5E (375)
L 0
This can be further simplified into
¢’ bo
tan — = —— 376
an =2 (376)

correctly reflecting the sign convention. The scattering angle ¢’ is therefore a sim-
ple function of the normalized impact parameter b/by, where by has the dimension
of a length:
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8.5 Scattering cross section

Scattering problems are often described in terms of a scattering cross section.
The scattering cross section o is the effective area an object exposes to projectiles
targeting the object from a particular direction. In the simplest form, o is just
the projection of the object onto a screen S perpendicular to the velocity vector
v of the projectiles before the impact:

\
\

If the density of the projectiles per screen area is constant, the number of
projectiles hitting the object is proportional to its scattering cross section o.

In the previous section, we found a relation between the impact parameter b and
the deflection angle ¢ for scattering trajectories of two particles that interact via
a potential U(r). To connect these trajectories with the concept of a scattering
cross section, we first quantify the direction in which projectiles are scattered. A
single direction in the 3-dimensional space can be described by two angles 6, ¢ in
a spherical coordinate system. The solid angle €2 captures a set of directions in
space, and is just the surface area on a unit sphere corresponding to this set of
directions. Since the surface of a sphere is 4772, the full solid angle corresponding
to all possible directions is 2 = 4w, a half space corresponds to €2 = 27. The
solid angle is dimensionless, but occasionally, the unit sr (for steradian) is used
to indicate that reference is made to a solid angle.

Y snedo

In spherical coordinates, a small
set of directions is given by the
do solid angle element

dQ =sinfdpdb . (377)
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Coming back to scattering orbits in two-body interactions, we need to consider
two different coordinate systems. One is the coordinate system in which we
describe the two-body interaction. As we have seen in section 8.1, the two-body
interaction is a problem in a plane W, characterized by polar coordinates 6, r in
the figure below:

w

Remember that this is an effective one-body problem, assuming a description
in an inertial reference frame, with the coordinate origin O centered in the center-
of-mass motion of the two-body problem. The angular momentum L is constant
in time, and perpendicular to the plane W of orbital motion.

The other coordinate system is used to describe the deflection of the particle in
a coordinate system suitable to describe directions. This is a spherical coordinate
system, with the main axis pointing in the direction of the velocity v{ of the
effective single body scattered from the origin O. This is a spherical coordinate
system, where z axis is aligned parallel to the initial velocity v{, of the projectile.

We consider the surface element do in the screen plane S that corresponds to
a deflection into the direction element df). The ratio

do

= (378)

is referred to as the differential cross section. To calculate this quantity, we
first note that the scattering problem for central force interactions is rotationally
symmetric around the z axis. Projectiles hitting in a ring of radius b and thickness

db with an area
do = 27bdb (379)

will have the same differential cross section, and end up in a ring-shaped set of
directions as shown in the figure below, covering a solid angle of

d) = 2msin g’ dy' . (380)
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With this, we find for the differential scattering cross section

@
dy’

do 27wb db b

— = = ) 1
dQ  2msing’ dy’  sing’ (381)

The modulus of the derivative db/dy" was taken because for scattering problems
with a repulsive potential, db/dy’ is negative; the differential cross section is only
meaningful for positive values.

8.5.1 Rutherford scattering

An important problem that helped to discover the structure of atoms was the
elastic scattering of « particles (positively charged helium nuclei) by the also
positively charged nuclei of heavy atoms. To treat this in the framework of
classical mechanics, we recall the expression (375) for the deflection angle ¢ for
scattering orbits in Kepler problems in the previous section:

—1/2
) S0/ 62
sin - = — [1 + b%] (382)
By squaring and inverting this expression, we get
¢ b
(sm 2) =1+ e (383)

which can be differentiated on both sides,

2b
dy' == db), (384)

3¢ g’l
2 b

—94i Ll -
s o c0s o 5

or
db  bjcos(¢'/2) 1

&7 = ) B (385)
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which is negative for all scattering angles 0 < ¢’ < w. We use this result in
expression (381) for the differential scattering cross section, and obtain

do Beos(¢//2)
dQ  2sing/sin’(¢’/2)
b2 k?

4sin*(¢//2)  16E72sin(¢//2) " (386)
This is a historically and practically important formula for Rutherford scattering.
The fortunate fact that this result, obtained by classical mechanics, is the same
as the one obtained from a quantum mechanical description led to a rapid de-
velopment of the understanding of the structure of atoms by Rutherford!? and
coworkers.

8.6 Scattering problems in the laboratory system

The differential scattering cross section do/dS2 is very useful because it is directly
related to typical scattering experiments. Usually, a scattering target is located
somewhere in space, and exposed to a homogenous flux of projectile particles (e.g.
Helium nuclei or protons). A typical sample consists of many target particles, and
is much larger than a characteristic impact parameter for an individual scattering
process, like by in (375). A detector with a fixed size measures the flux of scattered
particles at different deflection angles in a fixed distance from the target, so the
solid angle subtended by the detector from the view of the scattering target is
fixed. The differential scattering cross section is than simply proportional to the
detected number of scattered particles in a particular direction.

To make a connection between the differential scattering cross section seen in
the lab with the one calculated for the effective one-body problem, we need to
find an adequate transformation — first into the centre-of-mass (CM) system, then
into the lab.

effective single
particle:

Lab system:

The center-of-mass position R of two masses my, ms at positions r; and ry (in
the lab system) was was defined in section 4.1 as

1
R=——— (m1r1 + mgrg) = i1'1 + i1'2 y (387)
my + mgy ma my

13published in Philosophical Magazine 21, 669-688 (1911) by Ernest Rutherford, 1871-1937
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with the effective mass p = myms/(my + ms). The coordinate origin in a CM
system is chosen such that R = 0. Then, the positions r} and r} of both masses
in the CM system are connected by

mir) +mor, =0, or r’:ﬂr, v, =ty 388
11y PR ) ey 2 - (388)
with the difference vector

r=r)—rhb=r —ry, (389)

describing completely the state of the system in the effective single-particle de-
scription.  With (387) and (389), the positions of particles 1 and 2 in the lab
system can be expressed by R and r according to

rlzR—i-r’l:R—l—ﬁr, and Ty =R-— ‘. (390)
mq mso
Similarly, the velocities in the lab system are given by
i =R+ i and tp=R-— 1. (391)
mq mao

8.6.1 Transformation of energy between lab and CM system

The total kinetic energy of the two particles in the lab system at any time can
be expressed by the CM velocity R and the effective single-particle velocity r,

1 . | 1 : woN\? 1 : o\
T:§m1r%+§m2rg = M (R mlr) —i—§m1 <R—er>
1 2 1 12N
= = R -2 7=
5 (M1 +ms) +2<m{+m2r
1 .2 1 5 1 .2 ,

with the total mass M = m; + mo, and the kinetic energy 7" in the CM system.
Long before and long after the impact, all the energy is in the kinetic energy of
the particles, so

1 .
E:T:EMR%JK (393)

where F’ is the energy in the CM system available for the scattering process.
In a typical scattering scenario, the target mass ms is initially at rest in the

lab (i.e., ¥2 = 0), and the projectile mass m; moves towards the target with a
velocity vo. By differentiating (387), one finds for the CM velocity

R="v,. (394)
may
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By using (391), one finds

Vo=t = “vo+ Lk or vo=t=v), (395)
ma my
i.e., the velocity v in the CM system before the interaction is the same as the
initial velocity v of the projectile in the lab system. Acknowledging that the
initial total energy is only given by the kinetic energy m;v3/2 of the projectile,
and using (394) in (393), one finds the simple relation

ms

E =E (396)

my + Mo
for the total available energy E’ in the CM system, and therefore also in the
effective single-particle system. Since the impact parameter b in the lab, the CM
system, and in the effective single particle system are the same, we have enough
information to calculate the deflection angle ¢’ = ¢/'(E’,b) (in the effective single
particle systm) from a known energy E in the lab system. Also note that the

angle ¢’ between r and v is the same in the effective single particle system and
the CM system.

8.6.2 Transformation of deflection angles between lab and CM system

To transform the deflection angle ¢’ back to the lab system, we consider the
geometrical relationship between velocities ry, ro and r as shown:

On the left side, the relationship between ¢ and the asymptotic trajectories
in the lab, and the deflection angle ¢’ with respect to the difference vector r is
shown. On the right side, one can see the corresponding geometry of the velocity
relation ry = R—i—f’l between lab and CM system. Splitting this up into Cartesian
components leads to

Frcosp = 7hcos¢ + R and

rising = 7ising'. (397)
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Note that this expression relates asymptotic velocities, so ¢ and ¢’ do not change
with time anymore. This can be resolved into a relation between ¢ and ¢,

sing sin ¢’ with E o mu v (398)
9 T ey T VAR

cosp  cosy +y & mi + mo 7]

tanp =

which still depends on the final speed 7 of the projectile in the CM system. To
eliminate this, we express the total energy £ =T" in the CM system before the
impact by the kinetic energies after the impact, and include a possible energy
loss H during the scattering process:

1 1
E = §m17‘~’f + §m2r’22 +H. (399)

This can e.g. cover a radiation losses due to the acceleration of charges in the
scattering process. The kinetic energy of msy can also be expressed by 7| using
momentum conservation in the CM system, leading to

1 <m1 + mo

El = —my

; ) 2y (400)

mo

By expressing E' by E via (396) and dividing by E, one finds

mo 11 (m1+m2> .2 H
N . — 401
mitm, B2\ T, )T E (401)
or 9 .12 H
m1+m2) T my + me
- Ty ST e 402
< mo v} +E mo (402)
-3
Yy m2

which can finally be resolved into

= (ml)Q ] | (403)

ma) 1 g ()

For elastic scattering with H = 0, one gets the simple relation

ma

_ 404
= (404)

for use in the transformation (398) between deflection angles ¢ and ¢'.

8.6.3 Transformation of the differential scattering cross sections

From the dependence of the deflection angle ¢’ on the impact parameter b, the
differential scattering cross section do/dS) could be calculated via (381). Since
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the differential do = 27bdb in (379) is the same in the lab and CM system,
we need to change the expression for solid angle element df2 by one for the lab

system:
A, = 2w sinp dyp, (405)

which leads to the simple relation between the differential scattering cross sections
in the lab and the CM system,

d d in ¢ dy’
<0> _ <0> sing’ dg'. (406)
). d€) ¢ sing dy
where the differential scattering cross sections are evaluated at corresponding

angles ¢ in the lab, and ¢’ in the CM system. Evaluation of the correction factor
on the right side of (406) is straightforward but a bit tedious; using (398), i.e.,

sin ¢’
t = 407
ang cos ' + 1y (407)

one finds with 1/tan?z = 1/sin*z — 1 first

sin ¢’

— = \/1+72+2fycosg0’. (408)
sin ¢

Expressing the differential of (398) on the left side by dy, and on the right side
by dy’ leads after some steps to

dy' 147> +2ycosy’

= 409
dy 1+ vycosy’ (409)
and finally to a correction factor
sing’ dp’ (14 19% + 2y cos ©')3/? (410)
sing dp 1+ vycosy’
8.6.4 Special cases
For the special case of elastic scattering (H = 0), and m; = ma, one finds
vy=1 and FE =F/2, (411)
SO . )
sin ¢ @ ¥
fan o — ~ tan 2 . 412
an cos ' + 1 Wy T YTy (412)
The correction factor (410) becomes
: ld /
MY TP _ 4cos ©, (413)
sin @ dp
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and

do > ( do )
— == ~dcosp. (414)
(dQ Lab ds CM ,¢'=2¢p

This case covers e.g. scattering of electrons electrons, or protons by protons.
The other important special case of elastic scattering (H = 0) is for a target
mass my much larger than the projectile mass m;. Then, v ~ 0 and

do do
/ /
~¢, E=F, and <) = <> . (415)
ds Lab d CM ,p'=¢

This was the case for the classical Rutherford scattering experiment conducted
by Geiger and Marsden'?, where relatively light o particles (m; = 4 amu) were
scattered of a thin foil of gold atoms (my ~ 197 amu). The occasional relatively
rare scattering of a particles in the backwards direction (¢ > 90°) indicated
that the positive charge of the nuclei was localized in a very small space only,
and not uniformly distributed over the whole size of the atom, as hypothesized
by the then common “plum pudding” model of a large-sized positive charge to
counterbalance the electrons.

14H. Geiger and E. Marsden, Proc. Roy. Soc. London A82; 495-500 (1909).
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9 Harmonic oscillator

So far, we have encountered the undamped harmonic oscillator as an example for
obtaining an equation of motion via various strategies, resulting in

F=mi=—kr or i+uwlz=0 (416)

with wg = k/m for the dynamical variable z, with oscillating solutions discussed
in section 2.3.3. Since the harmonic oscillator is at the core of many dynamic
phenomena in physics, it deserves a closer look, and the inclusion of dissipation
as well as response to time-varying external forces.

9.1 Damped harmonic oscillator

First, we extend the basic model by a damping term. This can be thought of as
a friction force present in the motion. In its simplest form (see section 2.3.2), the
friction force would be proportional to the velocity & of the system. This results
in a modified equation of motion,

F=mi=—kxr—at, (417)
or in the more commonly found form
i+ 281 +wir =0, (418)

with > 0 for a damping action. This is still a linear ordinary differential
equation (ODE), and can also be solved using an exponential ansatz

x(t) = Ae™. (419)
Inserting this into (418) and division by x(¢) leads to an algebraic equation for r,
2 +28r +wi =0, (420)

which can easily be solved for its roots:

7”1’2 = —ﬁ :l: \/ﬁz — wg . (421)

Depending on the values of wy and 3, the two roots r; o can assume complex
values. One distinguishes three cases for the solutions.

9.1.1 Underdamped case

If 0 < B < wp, the argument of the square root in (421) is negative, so r has an
imaginary component:

ro=—f+iywi— 2 =—FLiw; with w;:=/wi—32. (422)
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The corresponding solutions (419) are
x(t) = Ae Pt — fe=Pletiont (423)

The first exponential provides the damping term that decays exponentially with
time, while the second exponential forms an oscillating part, with an oscillation
frequency w; lower than the frequency wq of the undamped system. As this is a
second order differential equation, there are two integration constants that allow
meeting the initial conditions of the problem; the most general solution to (418)
can be written in various ways,

I(t) — (Aez‘wlt + A/efiwlt)efﬁt
= (Bcoswit + B'sinwt)e™
= Ccos(wit — §)e ! (424)

for integration constant pairs (A, A’), (B, B’), or (C,J). The first form is con-
venient if complex parameters are to be considered, the second and third are
often useful when a real-valued z(t) is expected. The solutions are illustrated
below, where an oscillation of frequency w; < wy is multiplied with an exponen-
tially decaying envelope e=?*. For t — oo, the exponential term takes over, and
x(t) — 0.

9.1.2 Critically damped case

For 8 = wy, the two roots of (420) become degenerate, 12 = —/f. In this case,
one can verify that the ansatz

z(t) = (A+ Bt)e " (425)

is a solution to (418), which can cover all initial conditions. Typical solutions for
x(t) matching various initial conditions are shown below:
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X(t) A

A>0,B=0
A=0,B>0

-
W//

9.1.3 Overdamped case

For 8 > wp, both roots ry 5 in (421) are real and negative, because the square

root
V32— wd = wy (426)

is always smaller than 5. The solution for z(t) is a superposition of two expo-
nential decays, with two time constants corresponding to r; and rs:

z(t) = (Ae?t 4 Alemw2t)e bt
Be~(B+w2)t | plo—(B-w2)t (427)

The figure below shows a few typical examples for z(t):
X(t) A
\B>0,B'=0

B> B >0,B= 20y,

B> 0,B <0, B= 15w,

9.1.4 Damped oscillator trajectories in phase space

It is instructive to visualize the various cases for solutions to the harmonic oscil-
lator problem in phase space. As introduced in section 7.2, the phase space for
the simple harmonic oscillator is a plane with coordinates x and p = mv = mz,
i.e., the momentum is proportional to the speed of the oscillator.

On the left side of the figure below, the case f = 0 reproduces the closed
elliptical trajectories we have seen in section 7.2. Various initial conditions lead
to trajectories with different amplitude.

96



Version: 11*" Nov, 2017 11:13; svn-65
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In the center, the underdamped case is illustrated for a single initial condi-
tion with a given amplitude and velocity. the trajectory is a logarithmic spiral,
converging into the origin x = 0,p = 0 for ¢t — oco.

On the right side, a few trajectories for the overdamped case are shown, with a
fixed value f = 1.3wp. The two dashed lines correspond to solutions of type (427)
with either B = 0, or B’ = 0 (fast decay or slow decay only). There, the ratio
between position x and velocity & is fixed and given by the respective decay rates
—f—wy and —fB+wy. The trajectories first follow a direction corresponding to the
faster decay rate —f — wy. After some time, this contribution has become much
smaller than the one with the slower decay rate —f 4 ws, which then dominates
how the trajectory approaches the origin of the phase space.

9.2 Harmonically driven harmonic oscillator

So far, we have only considered time-independent equations of motion, which
are adequate for closed systems. However, physical systems are often driven by
external forces, so it is important to know how the system responds. Staying with
the (damped) harmonic oscillator, we first consider an external force Fuy(t) =
Fp cos(wt) with a harmonic time dependence:

.. . 2 . FO

T+ 203 + wir = Acos(wt) with A= g (428)
This is a so-called inhomogeneous linear differential equation, with the inhomo-
geneity on the right side of the equation. The solution z(t) of such a differential
equation is the sum of a complementary solution x.(t) to the homogenous differen-
tial equation, as it was earlier presented in (424), (425), or (427), and a particular
solution x,(t) that takes care of the sinusoidal driving part. We first solve this
problem with a real-valued ansatz, and later with a complex-valued one. The
first approach guarantees a real-valued solution, but the latter is algebraically
simpler, and easier to derive and remember.
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9.2.1 Solution with a real-valued ansatz

The inhomogeneity oscillates with a fixed (angular) frequency w, so we expect a
periodic solution x(t) with the same angular frequency. Similar to the ansatz in
section 2.3.3, we allow for a phase shift ¢ and try

x(t) = Bcos(wt — §). (429)
Direct differentiation and inserting into (428) leads to
— Bw? cos(wt — §) — 28Bwsin(wt — §) + wi B cos(wt — 6) = Acos(wt). (430)

This can be sorted into terms with sin and cos and rearranged:
A
(wg — w?) cos(wt — §) — 2Bw sin(wt — §) = B cos(wt) . (431)

The oscillating terms with the phase shift 0 on the left side can be expanded into
an oscillating and a static part:

cos(wt — ) = coswt cosd + sinwt sin g

sin(wt —0) = sinwt cosd — coswt sind (432)

With this, (431) can be arranged in a terms proportional to sinwt and coswt:

[(wg — w?) cos § + 2Bwsin 6} coswt
A
+ {(wg — w?)sind — 28w cos (5} sinwt = 3 cos wt . (433)

Since this equation needs to hold for all times, the amplitude of the sin and cos
components on both sides need to be the same, which leads to the two equations

A
(wg — w?)cosd +2Bwsiné = 3 and (434)
(wi —w?)sind — 2Bwcosd = 0. (435)
Equation (435) leads to an expression for the phase shift,
2
tan 5 = QLQJQ s (436)
WO — W
which provides expressions for sind and cosd’:
2 2,2
sing = P and cosd = i et . (437)
\/(Wg —w?)? + 4uw?? \/(w§ — w?)? + 4w? 2

Those can be used to find a relationship between the amplitudes A of the driving

acceleration, and the amplitude B of the resulting oscillation from (434):

B 1 1

= = = 438
A (W —w?)cosd + 2Pwsind \/(wg — w?)? + 4w? 32 (438)

Before we discuss the result, we show that by using complex amplitudes, the prob-
lem can be substantially simplified, without using relations for the trigonometric
functions.
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9.2.2 Solution with a complex-valued driving term

We first re-write the inhomogeneous differential equation (428) into one with a
complex-valued inhomogeneity:

i+ 281 +wpr = Ae™ . (439)
Inserting the complex-valued ansatz
z,(t) = Be™! (440)
into the differential equation (439) gives
—w?Be™" + 2ifwBe™" + wiBe™' = Ae™!, (441)

leading to the algebraic equation

—w? + 2ifw + Wi = g (442)
or 1 B
(Wi —w?) +2ifw A = X(w)- (443)

Here, we defined the complex susceptibility x(w) which specifies the ratio between
the amplitude B of the oscillator response, and the amplitude A of the driving
oscillation. The modulus of the complex susceptibility is easy to calculate,

1 1
wg — w?) + 2iBw| \/(wg — w?)? + 45202

Ix(W)| = I (444)

and reproduces the result (438) for the amplitude ratio for a system driven by
a real-valued harmonic inhomogeneity. Similarly, the argument arg(y) of the
complex susceptibility reflects the phase shift between complex amplitudes B
and A. For this, we remember that a complex number z can be written as

2= |z|e"™8)  with tan(arg(z)) = Eﬁg (445)
With 1/(a + ib) = (a — ib)/(a* + b*), we find from (443)
tan(arg(y)) = Q%Q_B:Q = tan(—9), (446)

which reproduces the phase shift § for the real-valued expression (436). The
minus sign in the phase shift § reflects the fact that we can write

z,(t) = x(w)Ae™" = Alx(w)]e™ e = Ay (w)[e“ ) (447)

where a positive valued ¢§ reflects a phase lag of the response with respect to the
driving acceleration.
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9.2.3 Transients in harmonically driven oscillators

As mentioned before, the solution z(t) to the harmonically driven oscillator is a
linear combination of the particular solution we just obtained, and the comple-
mentary solution to the homogenous differential equation:

2(t) = 2o(t) + 7,(t). (448)

The complementary solution allows taking care of the initial conditions of the
system, because the particular solution leaves no freedom to do so. For a time ¢
long after the instant where the initial conditions were defined, the complemen-
tary solution x.(t) will have decayed for the damped harmonic oscillator, and the
particular solution z,(¢) will dominate the response. The complementary solution
leads to a so-called transient, shown in the figure below for two examples:

A

\ ®)
\ /“i(C /\ - 0 -

) “o>w>P

9.2.4 Stationary solution of the driven harmonic oscillator

After the transients of the solution x(t¢) are gone, the system assumes the station-
ary solution z,(t), which is, apart from an amplitude, completely characterized
by the complex susceptibility x(w) from (443). With

X(w=0)=—5=:x0. (449)
and another customary definition of the so-called quality factor

Wo
Q = 23 (450)
that normalizes the damping factor § to the resonance frequency wqy of the un-
damped oscillator, the behavior of the susceptibility for different frequencies can
then be discussed in a generic way. The modulus of the susceptibility, normalized
to xo and the phase shift 6 = —arg[y(w)] is shown in the following figure below
for different values of Q).
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4 I X(w) | |

\j

4 - arglx(@)] e

=1
N

The modulus |y(w)| rises from yo with increasing frequency to a single maxi-
mum at the resonance frequency w = wg. The maximum is found by differenti-
ating (444),

o) _ U2 (R — ) (- 2) + S
N (O
_2 !
-] Lo )

revealing the maximum at

w=Jwd —232=wgr. (452)

This amplitude resonance frequency wg, the damped free oscillation frequency
w1, and the undamped oscillator frequency wy obey the relation

Wo > w1 > WR - (453)

At w = wy, the phase shift § between driving force and oscillation amplitude
has increased from 0 at w = 0 to § = 7/2, i.e., the response of the oscillator on
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resonance lags a quarter period behind to the driving force. The maximal value
of the susceptibility modulus at the amplitude resonance wg takes the value

1
w§ — W%g)g + 4ﬁ2w%

1 T
VAB +452(wE — 287)  2B\Jwd -2 20w

XOUJS Xo®@

’X(wR)| = \/(

= = . (454)
28woy/1— B2/wd /1 1/(4Q?)
For a weakly damped oscillator, () > 1, so
Xo

i.e., the resonance amplitude is increased by the factor of () compared to the low
frequency response at w = 0. For w > wy,

1
x@)l = . (156)
and the phase lag approaches 6 = 7, i.e., the response x(t) of the driven system is
opposed to the driving force. The 1/w? dependence is e.g. used to damp out high
frequency vibrations on optical tables by making the table/suspension system an
oscillator with a very low resonance frequency.
The resonance peak gets more pronounced for larger values of (). To see this,
we introduce a detuning A := w — wy from the resonance, and approximate the
susceptibility for A < wq:

1

\/(w + wo)?(w — wp)? + 452w?
1

\/(Qwo + A)2A2 + wE/Q?*(wy + A)?
1 Q

\/4w(2)A2 +wg/Q? B wg\/élQ?A?/wg +1
N

This is the amplitude version of a so-called Lorentz profile, which governs reso-
nance phenomena in many areas in physics, including spectral line of atoms and
molecules.

One can assign a width Aw of the resonance, defined by the frequency range
where the average energy stored in the resonator exceeds half of the maximal

x| =

Q
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IXI/ Xo 4

Q/v2

energy on resonance. Since the stored energy is proportional to 2 and therefore
proportional to |x?|, we find the condition

2% s

The maximum for the modulus of the susceptibility is located at

1 w Aw
WR:\/W8—252:W0\/1—TQQ%WO—TC;Q:WO—@, (459)

i.e., the peak separation from wq is much smaller than the width Aw of the
resonance line for large ). An example of mechanical resonators with ) =
10%...10° are the quartz crystals forming the time basis of modern clocks.

’X (wo + (458)

9.3 Arbitrarily driven harmonic oscillator

In the previous section, we considered the harmonic oscillator with a sinusoidal
or harmonic inhomogeneity, because of the simple temporal derivatives. The
particular solution for the differential equation (439) with an inhomogeneity Ae®*
was

7p(t) = x(w) A (460)

with a complex susceptibility x(w) in (443). We now consider the more general
equation of motion
i+ 287 + wir = a(t) (461)

and start with an inhomogeneity that is a superposition of two harmonic terms,
a(t) = aye’ Bt + age’ 2t (462)

Note that the frequencies €2; 5 can be arbitrary. Due to the linearity of the
differential equation, the solution is the superposition of the solutions for the
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individual harmonic driving terms,
2, (t) = X(Q)are’ ™M + x(Qy)aze’ 2" (463)

This also holds for a more general superposition and its corresponding solution,

o0

a(t) = i an et — () = D anx(Qa)e' . (464)

n=—0oo n=—0oo

For Q,, = n )y, the sum in a(t) is referred to as a Fourier series'®. One can show
that every square-integrable periodic function a(¢) on an interval [0, 27 /€] can
be expressed in this way'%, and the coefficients a,, are uniquely determined by

0 27 /o
Gy = 22 / a(t) e it g | (465)

~or

For non-periodic functions a(t) a similar transformation exists:
aft) = —— 711(@ et duy =: F1 [a(w)] (466)
vam S ’

which is the definition of the inverse Fourier transformation F~! for the continu-
ous frequency distribution a(w). This frequency distribution can be obtained via
the direct Fourier transformation F,

i(w) = Fla(t)] = \/127 Jatyerar. (467)

The particular solution for an arbitrary inhomogeneity a(t) is therefore given by
wp(t) = F 7 #(w)] = F [x(W)a(w)] = F~ [x(w) F [a®)]] - (468)

This is a rather simple procedure: First, the Fourier transformation of the inho-
mogeneity a(t) is calculated, resulting in a Fourier distribution a(w). The result
is multiplied with the complex susceptibility x(w), and the product transformed
back to obtain x,(t).

This approach also takes care of the initial conditions x(t — —oo) = 0 and
#(t - —o0) = 0, so no complementary solution needs to be added.

Bafter Joseph Fourier, 1768-1830
16The right side of this interval is open to avoid problems with d-functions on one of the
interval limits - Fourier transformations work also for these rather strange functions.
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9.3.1 Examples of Fourier transformations

A commonly encountered function is a rectangular step function, with a height
h and a width b, defined by

| h for |t| < b/2,
alt) _{ 0 elsewhere. (469)

The Fourier transform of a(t) can directly be calculated:

- b/2
Fla(t)] = i(w) = \/127 / a(t)e—iwtdt:\/% [eerar
~o0 —b/2

_ h L (efiwb/Q . €+iwb/2)

h  2sin(wb/2)
V2m —iw

Vor w
_ hb sin(wb/2)  hb .
= U w2 msmc(wb/Q}. (470)

The characteristic width of the real-valued function a(w) in frequency space is
inversely proportional to the width in real space:

) a) 1 a(w)

\//\\/ N
b2 0 b2 t “omib 0 2%/ w

Another example is the cosine function,

\J

(e“(’t + e_i“’ot) , (471)

DN | —

a(t) = cos(wot) =
with the rather simple Fourier transform

() = |5 (5w — ) + 6(w+ w0)) (472)
which specializes for wy = 0 into

at)=1 <  a(w)=V2réw), (473)

with the Dirac delta function 6(w).
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9.3.2 Expression of the oscillator response with Green’s function

While the solution of x,(t) for an arbitrary inhomogeneity a(t) is provided by
(468), it is not very efficient in practice, because two integrations have to be car-
ried out: one for the Fourier transformation, and one for the back transformation.
The expression can be simplified by explicitly writing down both transformations,
and then swapping integrations:

zp(t) = F|x(w)Fla(t)]]

_ i r iwt / 7zwt’
= 5 /dwe /dt
= /dt a(t [ /dwx g (t=t) ]

= /dta gt —t") with g(r /dwx )T (474)

For a given physical system like the damped harmonic oscillator, the function
g(7) needs to be evaluated only once, and the result can be used to obtain x,(t)
from a(t) by a single integration. The combination of a(t) and ¢(¢) in the form
above is also referred to as a convolution of the two functions a(t) and g(t),
which is also referred to as Green’s function'” for the physical system.

Green’s function has a simple physical interpretation. One rewrites the inho-
mogeneity a(t), and compares it with the response z,(t):

a(t) = 7a(t’)6(t—t’) dt' —  z,(t) = 7a(t’)g(t—t’) dt’ (475)

Using again the linearity of the differential equation (461), the function g(t —t')
presents the response of the harmonic oscillator to a driving function 6(¢t — t'),
i.e., a delta pulse at time ¢. An arbitrary function a(t) can be composed as a
superposition of delta pulses according to the left side of (475). The response
xp(t) of the system is an appropriately weighted superposition of the responses
to these delta pulses. This idea behind Green’s function carries over to many
other areas in physics, especially in electromagnetism.

The task of determining g(¢) for the harmonic oscillator can be solved in dif-
ferent ways:

(a) directly by solving the differential equation (461) for a delta-shaped driving
term, or

(b) by carrying out the Fourier transformation of the complex susceptibility
X(w) according to the definition of ¢ in (474).

Tafter George Green, 1793-1841
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9.3.3 Green’s function by direct integration
Green’s function is the solution of the inhomogeneous differential equation
i+ 2B + wir=4(t), (476)

with initial conditions z(—€) = 0 and &(—¢) = v(—e¢) = 0 for a small € > 0 before
the delta-shaped inhomogeneity. During the short impact at t = 0, the left side
of (476) can be approximated by #(t), because the system has not enough time
to build up a significant speed or displacement. Therefore (476) becomes

i=b~8(t). (477)

This can be directly integrated over a small region around the delta function,

/E@(t)dt:/eé(t)dtzl S w@ v =1 or v=1. (479)

The solution z(t) for t > € can therefore be found by solving the homogenous
differential equation with initial conditions z(0) = 0 and #(0) = 1. We have done
this already in (424). Assuming we have a case § < wy, we choose the form

x(t) = [Bcos(wit) + B sin(w;t)] e 7. (479)

The initial condition z(0) = 0 implies that B = 0. To meet the second initial
condition, we calculate the speed

=B [cos(wlt)wle_ﬁt - Sin(wlt)(—ﬁ)e_ﬁt} or #(0) = B'w; (480)

and find B’ = 1/w;, which completes the solution z(t). For t < 0, we demand
x(t) = 0. Therefore, Green’s function for the damped harmonic oscillator is

1Bt
o(t) = { ooe Msin(wit) fort >0, (481)

0 fort<o0.

g(t) 4

\J

A/\/\
Y
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9.3.4 Green’s function from Fourier transformation of y(w)

From the definition in (474), it follows that Green’s function is essentially the
(inverse) Fourier transform of the complex susceptibility:

o) — Jﬂf L /x T g 21”_[0 flw)dw — (482)

Such integrations can be carried out efficiently by making use of a result from
complex calculus. Cauchy’s residue theorem!'® considers the integral of a function
f(2) along a closed path C' in the complex plane:

im 4 }

polesinside C
. . A/poleﬁ outside C

»
L

The theorem states that the integral of f(z) along C' (when evaluated in coun-
terclockwise direction) is given by

fe f(z)dz =2mi ) Res(f,z), (483)

where z;, are the poles of the function f(z) (i.e., locations where f(z) diverges)
inside the path C', and Res(f, zx) the so-called residues of f at the poles z;. Poles
outside the path C' do not contribute to the integral. A residue at zj is defined
as element f_; in the Laurent expansion

i fo (2= 2z1)" (484)

n=—oo

around the position 2, of a pole. This Laurent series'® is an extension of the

Taylor series (where n = 0...00) to functions with a singularity/pole.
To use this theorem, we first extend the kernel of the integral (482) to a
complex-valued parameter z:

12T
e

f) =X@) T = f() = g

(485)

Bafter Augustin-Louis Cauchy, French mathematician, 1789-1857
Yafter P.A. Laurent, French mathematician, 1813-1854
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The denominator of f(z) vanishes at two complex locations

Zap =10 £ \Jwi — 2 =iftw, (486)

where f(z) will have poles:

f(z) = . (487)

(z — 24)(2 — 2p)

The minus sign reflects that the 2? term in the denominator of (485) is negative.
The two residues of f are the respective parts that remain when leaving out the
divergent factor 1/(z — z,) or 1/(z — 2):

_ eiZaT _6—67' eiwlr
R a p— p—
es[f?’z ] (Za _zb) 2w1
o eisz e—BT e—iwyr
Res[f,z] = o= R (488)

The location of the poles of f is shown in the diagram below, together with the

integration path from z = —oo to z = 400 along the real axis for (482):
Im[z] *

% Za

- - integration
ip- iB+

P P %///pmw
— 00 I + oo
Re{z]

In a next step, the integration along the real axis needs to be translated into
an integration along a closed path C'. For this, we construct C' from a part C}

along the real axis from z = —R to 2 = +R, and a semicircle C; with radius R:
Im[7 4 Im[4 4
T <0 T>0 s C,
2 Z, 2% Z
. \r ] rdz BT
CZ
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For R — oo, the integral along C) will become the integral in (482) for g(7),
and we show that integral [ along the semicircle C'5 vanishes. To do so, we
parameterize Cy by an angle ¢ and the radius R:

s= R L= /f dz—/fReZ¢d¢¢ (489)

To show that [, vanishes, it is enough to consider the modulus of the integral:
_ iR(cos p+isin )T )
/ ¢ iRe® dg
0 (2 — za)(2 — 2p)
/ _eiR(cos ¢+isin )T
o | (2 — za) (2 — 2) 0y |(z — 2za) (2 — 2)|
For z on the semicircle with a radius R large enough to include the poles,

|z — zap| > R—\Jwi+ 32 =R —wy, (491)

| 15|

' ) RefR‘rsin(b
iRe™

dp = dp  (490)

and therefore

Re—RTsimz) R )
hi< | P Ry
5] < (2 — 2a) (2 — 2)| ¢ (R —wp)? 026 ¢ (492)

For 7 < 0, we choose the bottom semicircle shown in the left part of the figure.
There, sin¢ < 0, so e #751¢ < 1 g0
R Rrsing R R
—_ Tsmd<7/d = ——. 493
(R —wp)? /026 O R S T a9
The last upper bound for I5 vanishes for R — oo, so
Rm .
hm L] < lgr;om =0 = }%gr;ofg =0. (494)

There are no poles surrounded by C' in the lower imaginary plane, so

|| <

.
g(T < 0) —/f gl%g%o le(Z)dZ:%I%I_I)I;O Cf(z)dZ—O. (495)
For 7 > 0, the same argument holds for the vanishing contribution from C in
the upper semiplane. The full path C' now encloses the two poles at z, and z, so

g(t>0) = 217r /f(w) dv = S lim f(z)dz = S lim ¢ f(z)dz

2T R—oo Joy 2T R—oo JCO

— 217T2m' (Res|f, za] + Res|f, z1])

. _e—ﬁTeiwlT N e—ﬁ’re—iwm'
= 9
2(4}1 20.)1

1
w1

TsinwyT. (496)

This reproduces the result we found by direct integration in (481).
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9.4 Small oscillations

The concept of the harmonic oscillator and its associated solutions in the presence
of damping and external excitation can be found in many physical situations, and
may apply even where a restoring force is only approximately linear in the re-
spective coordinate. We consider an arbitrary potential for a system with a single
degree of freedom, describing the conservative interaction with its environment:

ey

H H H > X
X1 X2 X3

The potential U(z) shall have a minimum at position ;. For small deviations
u from xq, the potential can be approximated by a Taylor expansion:

ou 1 o] |
U(ZL’) = U($1> + % x_: + 5 W x_it 4+ ..., withu= (I — ZEl) (497)
=z =1

=0

In a minimum of U(x), the second term vanishes by definition, and the potential
resembles that of a harmonic oscillator, since the constant offset U(z;) does not
change the dynamics of the system.

The minimum is characterized by a positive second derivative of the potential,

0*U

a2l >0, (498)

=z

leading to the oscillatory solutions of the harmonic oscillator.

In presence of a damping force, a system starting near x; with a low enough
velocity will approach x; asymptotically in time. Therefore, such a position is
referred to as a stable equilibrium. For a maximum in the potential energy, like
at position x, in the graph above, the second derivative is negative, which does
not lead to an oscillatory motion. While a particle at rest at xo will stay there
for all times, any small deviation will lead to a trajectory that starts with an
exponentially growing separation from x,.

As most of the physical systems will experience small fluctuations of forces,
and some dissipation, system tend to evolve into a state near a minimum where
0?U/dz* > 0, which is therefore also referred to as a stable equilibrium. A
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position where the potential energy takes a maximum, or 9*U/dz* < 0 is referred
to as an wunstable equilibrium. To complete the description, a location like x3
where 0*U/0x* = 0 over some extended interval is referred to as an indifferent
equilibrium. It should be pointed out that a minimum or maximum could still
be present, but the second derivative could vanish. In that case, the sign of the
first non-vanishing term in the Taylor expansion of U(z) would determine if the
equilibrium is stable or unstable, but such situations are very rare in practice.
Therefore, the small deviations of a system from a stable equilibrium can often
be mapped to a harmonic oscillator, assuming the kinetic energy is of a quadratic
form in the velocity @. As the restoring force F' = —0U/0z near a minimum is
linear in the deviation wu, this procedure is sometimes referred to as linearization.

9.4.1 Example of the plane pendulum

As a simple example, we revisit the plane pendulum from section 6.2.1:

The potential and kinetic energy were given by

O
l g U = mgl(l—cosf),

I 1 )
T = §ml2 6? (499)

leading to the nonlinear differential equation (199)
m )

é—i—%sin@:O. (500)

A Taylor expansion of the potential near the minimum at # = 0 leads to

U(6) ~ ;mgl 0, (501)

and an approximate Lagrange function of

1 : 1
L:T—U:§ml292—§m9192, (502)

which after some simplification leads to the equation of motion

é+%9:0. (503)

This is the equation of motion for the undamped harmonic oscillator, and by
comparison e.g. with (418), one can immediately extract the oscillation frequency

o = ﬁ . (504)
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10 Coupled oscillations

So far, we have encountered methods to generate equations of motion for system
of many particles, but have not really solved very complex systems. In this
section, we will look into a typical system of many harmonic oscillators. Such a
problem may arise from a system of particles near an equilibrium that are coupled
together by some localized interactions, and can be approximated by harmonic
oscillators as seen in section 9.4.

10.1 Two coupled oscillators

We demonstrate the strategy to tackle coupled oscillator problems with that of
two masses, coupled by springs:

Ky m K, m K,
—» —»
X1 Xp

The equations of motion can be obtained in various ways, and form a system
of coupled differential equations:
m:'i’l + klxl + klz(xl — Q?Q) = 0
m iy + koxo + kia(xe — 1) = 0 (505)
The coupling means that these are not independent equations of motion for x; and
x9, and we need to find a solution for both variables that satisfy both equations

at the same time. As these equations are still linear, we can try the previous
trick, and look for complex solutions of the form

x1(t) = bie™ ) ao(t) = boe™", (506)

with the same oscillation frequency w for both variables, but different complex
amplitudes by, by. Inserting these into (505) leads to

(—mw2b1 + (lﬁ + kf12)b2 — k’lgbl> eM = O
(—mw2b2 + (kz + klg)bl — ]i]mbg) ei“t = 0. (507)

As before, we can divide by the exponential function, and obtain an algebraic
equation determining the oscillation frequency. This time, however, the two
equations remain coupled via the amplitudes. The algebraic equation is linear in
the b, and can be written in matrix form,

( —mw? + (k1 + k12) —k1a ) . ( by ) =0, (508)

—/{712 —muﬂ + (k’z + ]{712) bg
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or simply
M-b=0, (509)

where the symbol M denotes a matrix, and b a vector that is made up by two
amplitudes. Note that this is now a vector that does not represent a vector in
the usual three-dimensional space, it just stores the coefficients. The condition
for this matrix equation to be fulfilled is

detM =0, (510)
which leads to the characteristic equation of the linear equation system (508)
[—mw? + (ky + kn2)| [—mw? + (k2 + ki) — k3 = 0. (511)

To simplify the subsequent treatment, we assume now that k£ = ky = k, so the
characteristic equation becomes

(k + b1y — mw?)? — k2, =0, (512)

which can easily be resolved for the two roots for w,

k+ kot k k+ 2k k
wmzww or wl:”tnu’ WQ:\/%. (513)

As with the simple harmonic oscillator, we can have solutions with both signs for
w, and the general solution of the system (508) would be given by

x1(t) = bﬁeiwlt + bl_le_iwlt + bEeint + b1—2€—iw2t
33'2<t) = b;leiwlt + bglef’imt + b2+2€iwzt + bgzefiwgt ) (514)

Here, the indices on b indicate the mass index, and the frequency of the sys-
tem. However, these eight coefficients are not independent - they still need to
fulfill (508), which imposes a relation between the amplitudes for the two masses.
Inserting the solutions (514), and restricting to either positive or negative fre-
quencies yields

for w = w1 —klgbu - klgbgl =0 — b11 = —bgl = Bl s
for w = Wy - —Fklgblg - k12b22 =0 — blg = b22 =: BQ . (515)

The general solution of the coupled problem is then given by

T (t) = Breiwlt + Bl_e_iwlt + B;‘eiwﬁ + B2—€—iw2t
xz(t) = —Bfeiwlt — Bfeiiwlt + B;reiwﬁ + B;e*iwgt 7 (516)
with four constants Bj, By, By, B; to satisfy the initial conditions of the

problem — the system is hereby completely determined, as (508) is a system of
differential equations of second order.

114



Version: 11*" Nov, 2017 11:13; svn-65

10.1.1 Normal coordinates

The system has two oscillation frequencies w; and w9, and both masses participate
in oscillations at those two frequencies. One can ask for coordinates that simplify
the description of the problem. To see that this is the case, we define coordinates

M i=x1 —To, and 1y = a1+ o, (517)
such that the original coordinates can be obtained again via
1
1'172 = 5(7”]2 + 771) . (518)

Inserting this into the coupled equations of motion (505) leads to

5(7724'771) + 5(772"‘771) + kiomp = 0
m,. . k
5( 2 —Th) + 5(772 —m) — kiem = 0 (519)

This system of equations can be transformed into another one by subtracting and
adding the two equations,

mhﬁ + (k?+2k’12)771 =0
mii + kny = 0. (520)

This is now a decoupled system of two equations of two independent harmonics
oscillators. Their solutions can be simply written from (69) as

mt) = Cfe™' 4+ Cre ™,
m(t) = Cfe™? + Cye ™2t (521)

Coordinates 7; and 7o for this system are referred to as normal coordinates, a
name that is justified in a later section. By appropriate choice of initial conditions,
one can ensure that only one of the coordinates has a non-trivial solution. For
example, if we choose

r1(0) = —22(0) and #;(0) = —i5(0), (522)
we know from (517) that
12(0) =0 and 7»(0) =0, (523)

and we will find an oscillation with a single frequency w;. For this solution, the
two amplitudes x; and z, are always related via

x1(t) = —xo(t) (524)
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i.e., the two masses move out of phase or in an antisymmetric oscillation; occa-
sionally this mode of oscillation is also referred to as a breathing mode. Similarly,
if initial conditions are chosen such that

.CEl(O) = 1‘2(0) and Ll"i1 (O) = .TQ(O) s (525)
an oscillation takes place only at a frequency wq, with
x1(t) = 22(t) (526)

at all times. This mode of oscillation is a symmetric mode, and some times
referred to as common mode oscillation.

Both oscillation modes with only one frequency appearing can be understood
as an effective one-variable problem: For the antisymmetric mode, the individual
masses oscillate independently between two springs and a fixed center position of
the middle spring, leading to a larger effective spring constant for the single mass
motion. For the symmetric case, the inner spring stays always in its equilibrium
position, and the only restoring force to the masses motion is provided by the
outside springs, leading to the same result as we have seen from the simple
mass/spring system in section 2.3.3.

10.1.2 Beat of oscillations

Before we move on to a more general treatment of coupled systems, we consider
the special case where the coupling constant k5 between the two masses is much
smaller than the other spring constants k. Then, the two oscillation frequencies
wi 2 from (513) become very similar, and one can define

W1 + wo Wi — Wo

Wo = and A := 5 (527)
with wg > A. If we further assume the initial conditions
r1(0) =D, x2(0)=0, :(0)=2(0)=0, (528)

i.e., the system starts with only one mass displaced from its resting position, the
coefficients in (516) become

_ D

(529)
The oscillation of mass 1 over time can be written as

D . ) . )
[L’l(t) — Z {ezwlt_i_efzwlt_i_ezwgt_i_efzwgt}

D
= 7 (2 cos(wit) + 2 cos(wat))

w1+w2

= Dcos{ ] oS (W) = D cos(wpt) cos(At). (530)
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Similarly, one obtains for the oscillation of mass 2 the expression
xo(t) = D sin(wpt) sin(At) . (531)

Qualitatively, the oscillation of the system looks as shown below:

A
X1(0) - J o

A
Xo(t) P B

\\///A/ﬂ /\ /X | vl | [\ f\ I
\/V \/ /\//TF/A\ ) UU /\// s

~
~

~

Initially, mass 1 oscillates with approximate frequency wg, and mass 2 is at
rest. Then, the oscillation of mass 1 decreases in amplitude, while the amplitude
of mass 2 increases. At time ¢ = 7/2A, only mass 2 oscillates, before the pattern
reverses, and mass 1 increases its amplitude again. This phenomenon is referred
to as a beat of two oscillations, and can be found in many weakly coupled oscil-
lators of the same frequency. The dashed lines in the figure above indicate the
envelope of the oscillations.

10.2 Many coupled particles — small oscillations

In this section, we try to extend the idea of small oscillations to a system of many
particles, e.g. molecules or the even more complex solids, where many atoms are
hold together by chemical bonds, which are not completely rigid. However, the
approach we take is not limited to these special situations, and goes also beyond
mechanics.

We start with a system described by N generalized coordinates, forming the
set {qx}. The interactions should be conservative, i.e., they can be described by a
single potential U({qx}). We now assume that the system is near an equilibrium
state, possibly due to the presence of some dissipating forces which we exclude
in the treatment. The equilibrium position of all coordinates shall be given by
the set {qxo}. Similar to the simple one-dimensional problem in section 9.4, we
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can approximate the potential U by a truncated Taylor expansion. This time,
however, we need to do the Taylor expansion for N coordinates:

Ul{a}) = {qko} +Z ~ ko *Zaqjak L (Gh—aro)(@—g30)+-

Uo

=—¢r
(532)
The first term is simply the constant potential energy Uy in the equilibrium, and
will not be relevant for the dynamics of the system. In the second term, the first
derivative of of the potential corresponds to the generalized force ¢ (see section
6.5). These forces are evaluated at the equilibrium position {g; o} of the system,
where they vanish by definition. By introducing variables

Uk = Gk — 4k,0 (533)

for the displacement of coordinate k from the equilibrium position, we can for-
mulate the approximate potential energy by the first non-vanishing and relevant
term in these displacements:

. 0*U
U=Uy+ = ZAjkuJuk, with  Aj =

| (534)
.k 3%8% 0

where the index 0 at the second derivative in Aj; indicates again that it has
to be taken at the equilibrium position set {gzo}. Since the sequence of the
differentiation does not matter, we have the symmetry

We now try a similar expansion for the kinetic energy T of the system. Here, we
recall from (238) in section 6.4 that for time-independent transformations from
Cartesian to generalized coordinates, the total kinetic energy can be written as

1 0%q i OTq
T = a k,‘q Qk Wlth a ik = = ma (072 [N ’ 536
j»zk JrA] J 2 ; ; aqk 8(]] ( )

where the summations in the definition of a;; go over all particles av and Cartesian
coordinates 7. Since the ajj still can depend on the coordinates, we also perform
a Taylor expansion,

(@ —@o) + - (537)

da k
ajk = a’jk"o + Z ;
l

In this expansion, the first term does not vanish, so we stop right there (even
neglecting the linear term), and define

M =2 aji, - (538)
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These coefficients do not depend on the deviations wu; anymore. Because the
sequence of the differentiations in aj; does not matter, we also have mj, = my;.
With ¢, = uy, the kinetic energy can then be written as

1
T=3 >t . (539)

J:k
The Lagrange function for small deviations from the equilibrium position becomes

1
L=T-U= 5 Z [mij’dmj - Aijuiuj] — U, (540)

irj
with constant coefficients m;; and A;;. This expression has bilinear terms in the
new coordinates ug, and bilinear terms in the velocities 1, — a structure very
similar to a harmonic oscillator. The resulting equations of motion are obtained
via the Euler-Lagrange method:

OL d OL d :
D deon — 2w~ g s = 0, ot
7 J
or
3 [mjk?'lj + Ajku]} =0 forall k. (542)

j
This set of equations can be written as a matrix equation,

m-i(t)+A-u(t) =0, (543)

where m is the mass matriz, A is a matrix that describes the elastic response of
a system, and u is a vector made up by all the displacement coordinates uy in
the system.

10.2.1 Solving the equations of motion

We can solve equation (543) in the same way as in section 2.3.3, e.g. with a
harmonic ansatz

u(t) = acos(wt — ), or componentwise : wu(t) = ay cos(wt — ),  (544)
leading to an algebraic set of equations

(A-w'm)-a = 0 (545)

or componentwise : Y (Ap; —w?myj)a; = 0V, (546)
J

with constant amplitude coefficients a, forming a vector a. This is again a set of
algebraic equations, with a condition

det (A — w?m) =0 (547)
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to have solutions. This characteristic or secular equation for the w? has N roots,
where N is the number of coordinates in the system. The resulting frequencies
w,, 7 =1...N are referred to as eigenfrequencies or characteristic frequencies of
the problem.

For each eigenfrequency w,, a vector a, of amplitude coefficients solves the
equation set (545). These vectors characterize the modes of oscillation, i.e., the
relative amplitude with which each coordinate oscillates at this particular fre-
quency. That mode of oscillation is also referred to as eigenmode for an oscillation
at frequency w,. With this, the general solution of the coupled oscillation can be

written as
N

u(t) => aa, cos(w.t —4,), (548)

r=1

with a factor a, permitting normalization of a,, or componentwise

N
uR(t) = opag, cos(wpt — 6,), (549)
r=1
with real-valued amplitudes «,a, and phase shifts §, for the contributions of
the various eigenmodes to the oscillation. In the componentwise expression, the
elements ay, are the k-th component of eigenvector a,.

It is interesting to investigate some properties of the vector a, that charac-
terizes a particular eigenmode. Since it has to fulfill (545), it is not completely
determined, and any vector a a, would also fulfill that equation. One can there-
fore choose the normalization of the vector such that

a-(m-a)=1. (550)

In this expression, the term in the parenthesis is a vector multiplied from the
right to a matrix, leading to another vector. This vector then gets multiplied with
another vector via a scalar product, leading to a scalar result 1. Furthermore,
vectors a, and a, fulfill a generalized orthogonality relation?’:

a,-m-a, =0 for r#s. (551)
To see this, we take two solutions of (545) for different eigenfrequencies,

w, A, = é.ar

wim-a, = A-a,, (552)

2
r
2
s

(=N

and multiply these equations from the right with a, and a,., respectively:

wyag-m-a, = a;-A-a,

w:a,-m-a, = a,-A-a,. (553)

2
r
2
s

(==

20Careful: this is not the usual orthogonality relation between two vectors, which would be
a, -a, = 0,5. The two relations differ if the masses m,, are not all the same.
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Evaluating one of the matrix sandwiched between two vectors in components,
and using the symmetry A, = Ay;,

A - é Ay = Z Qj s Ajk; Afr = Z Qjs Ak;j Qg r
J.k J:k
= D ary Aja; = a,-A-ay, (554)
Jk

we see that the two right sides of (553) are the same. Similarly, due to my; = my,
the sandwich products a, - m - a, and a, - m - a, on the left sides of (553) are the
same, so one can subtract the two equations and obtain

(w?—w?)a, -m-a,=0. (555)
Assuming that the eigenfrequencies are not degenerate, the difference of its
squares in the parenthesis does not vanish for r # s, and therefore, the sand-
wich product must vanish. This means that the two vectors obey the generalized
orthogonality relation (553), which can be combined with the normalization (550)
to
cAg = Ops s (556)

a, -

[

with the Kronecker symbol 6,..

The orthogonality of eigenvectors is one of the results of linear algebra; in
fact, the whole search for the oscillation modes can be mapped to an eigenvector
problem. To see this, we first recognize that the matrix m can be inverted. For the
simple case that the ¢, are Cartesian coordinates, one can see from the definitions
(536) and (538) of the matrix elements m;; of m that there are no off-diagonal
elements, and the diagonal entries in m are simply the masses corresponding to
coordinate k:

Then, m can be inverted®, with matrix elements of the inverse matrix m™!

(M) 5 = Gl /my . (558)

Therefore, we can multiply equation (545) from the left with m™!, and obtain

(m™'-A)-a=uwa, (559)
which is the familiar eigenvector/eigenvalue equation from linear algebra for the
matrix m~' - A, which is a N x N matrix if there are N degrees of freedom.
There are N eigenvalues w?, and the corresponding eigenvectors a, determine the
oscillation modes. If the eigenvalues of a matrix are not degenerate, the corre-
sponding eigenvectors are orthogonal. If there are degenerate eigenvalues, the

2n fact, m can always be inverted if there are no redundant coordinates.
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subset of the corresponding eigenvectors is orthogonal to all other eigenvectors,
and a linear combination of eigenvectors in that subspace can be found such that
all eigenvectors are orthogonal. As the orthogonal vectors a, characterize the
oscillation modes to an eigenfrequency w,, the modes are characterized by a, are
also called normal modes.

10.2.2 Normal coordinates

In section 10.1.1 we introduced normal coordinates for the problem of two masses
on an ad-hoc basis, and saw that the choice indeed decoupled the equations of
motion. We can do this now for the general case, and introduce the connection
between individual displacements u; and normal coordinates 7,:

u(t) =D ap, (1), (560)

or in vectorial form

u=Yan(t). (561)

The transformation from the original coordinates u; to normal coordinates can
be accomplished by realizing that the eigenvectors a, are all orthogonal; when
using normalization (556), one can multiply the relation (560) from the left with
a, - m to directly obtain the normal coordinate 7):

a, m-u = a,-m-» an

[=

= . (562)

This helps e.g. to express an initial condition given in u in the normal coordinates.
Since the coefficient matrices m and A do not depend on time, the velocities are

U(t) = Z ap,ne-(t) or u= Z a,.n,(t). (563)
The coupled Lagrange function in (540) can also be expressed in matrix form,
1 -
i

= i{u-(m-ﬁ)—u~é-u}, (564)

assuming without loss of generality that Uy = 0. Using expression (561) to make
the transition to normal coordinates leads to

1 1
L=3%inea, m-a,— > nia, - A-s,, (565)
2 r,s —_— 2 r,s 7
:57"5
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where the first sandwich product is just the orthogonality relation (556). For the
second term, we use (545) for eigenvector as,

A a,= w?g ca,, (566)

and continue with the evaluation of the Lagrange function:

L = ;Zﬁf—;Zmﬁsarwfm'as

1 . 1
= 52— A m - a
r r,s T

= i) (567)

This is a sum of Lagrange functions for simple harmonic oscillators, which means
that the motion in normal coordinates is completely decoupled. The correspond-
ing equations of motion via Euler-Lagrange are

0L d oL , d.

o di oy, g =Y (568)
or

i+ win, =0 for r=1...N, (569)

which is a set of equations for N decoupled harmonic oscillators with the typical
solutions

() = nf et et (570)

As before, the coefficients 7" and 1, need to be chosen to meet initial conditions.
To summarize, the strategy of solving a problem of small oscillations around
the equilibrium of a coupled system of masses is as follows:

e Determine the mass matrix m either directly if the coordinates are the

Cartesian coordinates, or via (536) and (538).
e Find the elastic coupling matrix A according to (534).

e Find the eigenfrequencies w, and a set of corresponding normalized eigen-
vectors a, to the matrix m~' - A for the normal modes of the system.

e Find a combination of amplitudes «, and phase shifts 9, for each eigenmode
that satisfy the initial conditions via (548) — and you are done!

In practice, this strategy can be followed for relatively small systems with not
too many coordinates, because then the eigenvector search can be either done
manually, or very efficient numerical methods can be used. The difficulty would
be more in finding the elastic coupling matrix A if interaction between all masses
take place. Examples for such problems are the vibrations that can occur in
molecules.
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10.3 Linear systems with next-neighbor couplings

We now come to a generalization of the problem of coupled masses presented
in section 10.1 from 2 to N masses coupled to each other. The coupling should
be restricted to close neighbors, as it is typical e.g. for lattice vibrations in a
crystalline solid. However, the problem is much more general, because in various
areas of physics one is restricted to such “local” interactions.

As the simplest example of such a problem, we consider again a linear chain of
masses that can move in one direction, coupled by springs:

k m k m m k m k
—» — — —»
Uy ) Un-1 Uy

The system looks similar for all masses, i.e., all masses are the same and see a
similar environment of neighbors and springs. The equation of motion is obtained
in one of the usual ways, e.g. by considering the total force F; acting on mass j:

m k m k m
— —» —
U-1 Y U1

Force Fj is determined by position u; of mass j, and those of its neighbors:

Fy=mi; = —k(u; —uj1) = k(u; — uju)
k(uj,l + Ujt1 — 216]) . (571)

Index j runs from 1 to N; we define ug:=0 and uy1:=0 to fulfill the boundary
conditions at both ends of the chain in expression (571).

A very similar problem appears when we consider a transverse displacement of
masses from an equilibrium position of a coupled string of masses. This approxi-
mates the situation of the string in a music instrument. The string should have a
static tension force 7 in equilibrium; the geometry of the problem is shown below:
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The transverse restoring force for mass j is now given by

F; = —7sin¢g —7sing¢’
—7(tan ¢ + tan ¢')
R e C]j+1>
(e
.
= g(%—l + i1 — 2g5), (572)

leading to the same equation of motion as (571) with a different force coefficient:

\]

mg; = g(qj—l + @it — 2q5) - (573)

Using the usual harmonic ansatz u; = a;e™", we obtain the algebraic equation

(545) for both the eigenfrequencies and the eigenvectors; in components:

—aj 1+ Aaj—a;j =0 for j=1...N,  with A= (2—mw’/k), (574)

or in matrix form with D = A — wQQ:
A —1 0 0 e aq
-1 A =1 0 ... as
an

To satisfy this matrix equation, the characteristic equation must hold:
detD =0, (576)

fixing the frequency w of a solution. We verify this for two special cases. For
N =1, the matrix D reduces to the single value A, and (576) simply becomes

A=0. (577)

From this, with the definition of A in (574), we find

w=1/—. (578)

Compared to the result (68) for the harmonic oscillator, the factor 2 here should
not come as a surprise, because the we chose the boundary conditions such that
the masses at the end are coupled to a wall with another spring on each side:

WWWE
—
u
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For N = 2 we expect to reproduce the problem in section 10.1. We have

[

= ( _)\1 _>\1 ) , therefore detD =\ —1=0, (579)

resulting in the solutions and corresponding eigenfrequencies seen in (513):

2\ % T k
Mo=£1,  and wg = 2 [IRTE (580)
’ ’ m/k m

One could come up with a recursive expression for the characteristic equation
for any N, but it is much more convenient to solve the problem differently.

10.3.1 Solution with the wave approach

In the algebraic equation system (574), the structure for all coefficients looks
similar, with couplings only to next neighbors. We consider the ansatz

a; = ae'9=0) (581)

for the components of vector a in (575), which is eigenvector to m™' - A. The
coefficients a and ¢ should be real values, describing a common amplitude and
phase for all components a;, and 7 a phase shift between neighboring components.
The components a;+; for the next neighbors are given by

Ajry = actTF=9) — ei”aj , (582)
which helps to simplify (574):
—aj_l — aj+1 + /\aj =0 — (—Gi’y — G_Z‘v + /\)aj =0 ijl._]\[ . (583)

Since the amplitude a; is non-zero by construction (581), the parenthesis has to
vanish, which leads to a condition between v and A:

%%yzxzz—%ﬁ (584)
or
k 2% Al : T—
wf:—(2—200s%):—(l—cos%.):—sian - W= Tein I
m m m 2 m 2
(585)

There, the index 7 indicates that we need to find r eigenfrequencies, and corre-
sponding constants v, and J,. We now need to fix the values of v, and 4, to meet
the boundary conditions. As we are looking for real-valued displacements, we
could have equally well chosen the real part of (582), at the cost of more complex
expressions. We make this transition now:

aj, = a, eV = a, cos(jy, — 6,) . (586)
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The boundary condition at the left end (j = 0) requires that ag, = 0 or
0=ag, =cos(—0,) = 6 =—, SO aj, = a,sin(jvy,) . (587)
The boundary condition on the right end of the chain requires
ant1, =0 =7(N+1)=sm, s=1,23, ... (588)

Since we need N different solutions for w,, we simply choose s = r, so

T

= —, =1...N. 589
TNy T (589)
This leads to eigenvector components

aj, = a,sin (j NTI 1) (590)

and with (585) to eigenfrequencies

[4k . rT
Wy = E S11 m . (591)

As in (560), we can express the individual deviations of the masses via normal
coordinates 7, and the corresponding time dependence (570),

wi(t) = aje et + poe] (592)
with adequate choices for the nF to meet initial conditions if required.

10.3.2 Resulting mode structure

The mode structure contained in expression (590) resembles that of standing
waves with different wavelengths; we visualize the different eigenvector compo-
nents a;, for the example with N = 3 in the graph below. The eigenmodes for
r =1...3 follow the pattern of standing waves, sampled at discrete points. The
standing wave meets the boundary conditions at the auxiliary positions j = 0
and j =N +1=4.

Modes for » = 4 and r = 8 do not lead to a meaningful oscillations, as all
eigenvector components vanish. The modes corresponding to r = 5, 6, 7 reproduce
the modes structure corresponding to r = 3,2, 1, with an additional minus sign for
all components. Hence, they do not constitute any new mode, and the description
of modes with r = 1,2, 3 is indeed complete.
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10.3.3 Dispersion relation

Since the amplitude distribution a;, for the different modes r follow a standing
wave pattern, we can use the wavelength of this wave to characterize the mode.
For this, we assume that all masses spaced by the same distance d from their
next neighbors. Then, the total length of the chain from endpoint to endpoint is
L = (N +1)d. The wavelength of the fundamental mode (r = 1) is then A; = 2L,
and from (590) the wavelength of a higher order mode can be written as

2L
-=.

A, (593)

One then can identify mass j also by its distance x; = jd from the left boundary
corresponding to j = 0, and express the displacement u; in that mode by

. — in ( . T ) _ in (d])']ﬂﬂ'
CLJJ« = QrS jN—|—1 = Qy S L

2L 2
= q,sin (xjAZ) = q, sin (achﬂ) =a,sin(x;q,) . (594)
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Here, ¢, is a wave number and indicates a spatial frequency:

2T 27r rT
L= = = . 595
=N T 2L T (N+1)d (595)
Its maximal value is
S (596)
Grmax = gN = dN—i-l’

which converges t0 ¢max = 7/d for large N. This is the typical situation e.g. for
the motion of the atoms in a crystal, with lattice spacing d. There, the wave
number ¢ is a much better indicator for the mode as the integer mode index r
because of the large number of atoms involved. The upper limit ¢, corresponds
to a minimal wavelength of Apy, = 27m/¢max = 2d; a wavelength smaller than
twice the lattice spacing d is not meaningful for a description of modes.

In the same way, the dependency of the eigenfrequencies w, in (591) from mode
index r can be described by the wave number ¢:

(q) 4k T
w = — SN —————
1 m (N 1 1)
d m
= SN with W = ] — . (597)
2 m

A function that relates the oscillation frequency of a mode with its wavenumber
is called dispersion relation for a coupled system. The figure below shows the
dispersion relation for a coupled linear chain of masses with N = 10:

w o1 2 .. N-1 N

wmaX777777777777777777777777 7777777777777 e T T

-

0 md 9

The maximal frequency wp,., corresponds to an oscillation mode where adjacent
lattice sites oscillate in opposite direction; thus, the spring constant, compared to
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the case of a single mass subject to two springs attached to a fixed wall, effectively
doubles compared to the result (578).

The theory of coupled spring/mass systems is important in solid state physics;
the problem above is only the simplest example of a lattice vibration in crystalline
solids. It has to be extended to three dimensions, and typically, more complex
crystal structures with more than one atom in a crystal unit cell need to be
considered. But the basic treatment is the same as outlined in this section:
oscillation modes are indexed by a wave number (or wave vector, in a three-
dimensional case), and other parameters that indicate transverse or longitudinal
displacements. As the frequencies of oscillation can be quite high in a solid, such
oscillations need to be treated quantum mechanically, giving rise to “phonons” as
quasi-particles corresponding to a particular mode index q. However, the whole
dispersion relation of lattice vibrations is a purely classical mechanics problem.

10.4 Transition to a continuum

In the last section, we already replaced the particle index j by a position index x;,
and the discrete eigenmode index 7 by a wave number ¢. By increasing the number
N of masses, while shrinking their distance d, but keeping the overall physical
properties of the string, like its length L, total mass M and elastic properties
fixed, we will arrive at a continuous distribution of masses and springs. This is a
suitable description of solids, because it is often neither possible nor interesting
to keep track of the position of all its constituting masses.

We first consider the basic variables of the problem. In the discrete case, these
are the displacements wu;, which can be expressed by time-dependent normal
coordinates 7, via (560), (594):

ui(t) = > me(t)ajr = 3 (1) sin(zq,) - (598)

The 7, exhibit the simple harmonic oscillator dynamics (570) at frequency w.
Expression (598) has already a form to make the transition

uj(t) — u(x,t), (599)

to a function with a continuous position variable x. The time dependency of u for
a given mode g still is a harmonic oscillation, but the w(q) changes for d — 0. For
small d, we approximate the sinus in dispersion relation (597) for small angles:

4k . qd
n i

w(q) = ESI 5

\/gquq@\/ﬁ. (600)

The result is written such that the first root is a ratio of distance over mass.
If the global properties of the problems stay fixed, this ratio is the inverse of a

Q
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linear mass density p. The second root contains a product of a spring constant
k and distance d, which also remains constant for the limit d — 0: if a spring
made out of a homogenous elastic material is cut in two pieces, an application of
the same force to the short piece will lead to half the compression or extension
of the original spring — to compress it to the same length, one would need to
apply twice the force, i.e., the product of length d and spring constant k will not
change. This product

K :=kd (601)

describes the stiffness of the material, and can be calculated from the elastic
modulus or Young’s modulus®® E of a material via K = EA, for a given cross
section Ay. Dispersion relation (600) then becomes

(@) = q ﬁ (602)

which is linear in ¢ and has no upper limit for ¢ or w.

Similarly, a continuum relation for the transverse displacement for a string
under a tensional force 7 can be calculated: the equations of motion (571) for
longitudinal, and (573) for a transverse displacement are essentially the same.
All results for the longitudinal case can be transferred to the transverse case by
replacing k with 7/d, changing the continuous dispersion relation (600) to

W(Q)::q\/SE\/;‘i::q\/;' (603)

10.4.1 Coupled equations of motion in a continuum

Instead of transferring the results from a discrete problem to a continuum, one
can also move from a discrete set of coupled equations of motion like (571) or
(573) to a continuum description, and solve the problem directly. For this, we
rewrite (571) to identify the continuum properties:

Uj41 + Uj—1 — 2Uj

. m..
mii; = k(e +ujo1 — 2u;) = %= (kd) ( 2 ) (604)

The last parenthesis approximates the second derivative of u with respect to the
position x;. For d — 0,

Uj+1 -+ Uj—1 — 2Uj 82'&(27)

m
S0, kdo K, e il (605)
so that the equation of motion (604) becomes
0*u 0*u(x) Pu(z,t) K *u(x,t)
Y K gany e UnU g 606
P o B2 o a2 0 Ox? (606)

22Named after Thomas Young, 1773-1828, but discovered around 1727 by L. Euler.
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This is a partial differential equation that mixes differentiations with respect to
the different continuous variables x and ¢ of the function u(z,t). The specific
form of (606) is called wave equation, and has a particular set of solutions.

10.4.2 Solving the wave equation by separation of variables

One way of solving the wave equation is to assume a harmonic time dependency
that is multiplied with some space-dependent part:

u(z,t) = v(z)e™". (607)
Inserting this into the wave equation leads to

K 0%(x)
p  0x?

—w?v(x)

et =0, (608)

where one can divide by the time-dependent oscillation, and end up with

Pv(z) = : s P’
52 +qv(x) =0, with ¢° = % (609)

This is an ordinary differential equation (or a simpler partial differential equa-
tion if more than one space dimension is involved), and is referred to as the
Helmholtz equation®3. For one dimension z, it has the same structure as the
equation of motion of a harmonic oscillator, which is consistent with finding si-
nusoidal solutions for the spatial structure of eigenmodes in (598). The ¢ in
expression (609) is exactly the wave number we used before, and we can directly
extract the dispersion relation.

The observation of continuum solutions can actually help to motivate solutions
for discrete variable cases; in section 10.3.1, the wave approach was presented
without a reasoning, but the solution of a continuum problem really motivated

the choice in (581).

10.4.3 Propagating solutions to the wave equation

Apart from solutions (598) we derived from a finite number of coupled masses, or
could have gotten out of the Helmholtz equation (609), the wave equation (606)
has other interesting solutions. We try the the ansatz

u(z,t) = w(r £ ot), (610)

i.e., we replace the function of two variable by a function w of a single variable
that is a combination of x and t. To check if this function can solve the wave

23after Hermann von Helmholtz, 1821-1894
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equation, we need derivatives of u with respect to ¢ and x:

82u a / "
o = g wEut)] = w'(zEut),
2
?9;; B gt[i“w'(fvivt)} = v (z £ ot), (611)

where w” indicates the second derivative of function w with respect to its param-
eter. Inserting those derivatives into the wave equation leads to

K K
vw” (x £ vt) — —w"(x £ vt) = <v2 — > w’(x £vt) =0 (612)
p p

For v? = K/p, this equation can be fulfilled for any function w, as long as it
is differentiable. This is a remarkable result: Any initial distribution u(z,t =
0) = w(x) is supported. Depending on the initial conditions, this distribution
propagates either in positive or negative direction (or a combination of both)
with a velocity

K
v=y/—, or v= \/? for transverse displacements . (613)
P P

This velocity is therefore the speed of sound in a solid, as sound is the phenomenon
of local displacements that propagate through material via elastic coupling.

10.4.4 Derivation of the wave equation via the Hamilton principle

While the transition from a discrete mass problem to a continuum in the last
section leads to the correct wave equation of motion in an elastic one-dimensional
continuum, the equation can also be derived via the Euler-Lagrange mechanism.
The details are beyond the scope of this course, so we only cover this approach
very briefly.

The basis for the Euler-Lagrange formalism is the knowledge of the total kinetic
and total potential energy. We can make the transition from the total kinetic
energy of the discrete chain to a continuum in a similar way as in the previous

chapter:
1m

1 .9 .9
The ratio m/d is again the linear mass density p. The sum of over all velocities

with the distance d can be replaced by an integral over the length of the string,
leading for d — 0 to the asymptotic expression for the total kinetic energy

T = ;pO/L (a“g’t)>2 da . (615)
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For the potential energy, we do a similar transition:

U= ;k: Ej}:(uj+1 ) = ; (kd)Y (“j“d;“j)Q d. (616)

J

The fraction in the sum (with the distance d) will become the partial derivative
of the displacement with respect to x for d — 0, and the sum will go over into

an integral:
1 ou(z,t) °
U= 2K0/< - ) dz . (617)

Together with the kinetic energy T, this leads to a Lagrange function

L 2 2 L
p [Ou K (0u Ju Ou
L:T—U:/— guy 2 () |y :/,c ) g (618
/ [2(&) 2<8x> " (“ o or) 4 (618)
for the continuum, with a Lagrange density £ that depends on the function u(x,t),
and its first partial derivatives with respect to x and t.

Without further proof, the equivalent to the Euler-Lagrange equation (194) for
problems with two continuous parameters x and ¢ is

oL 0 oL 0 oL
— — = |—| — = |—/—=1| =0. (619)
Ju at | o (%) oxr | 9 (%)
The Lagrange density for the elastically coupled mass density in (618)
Ju Ou p [ Ou > K (0w’
22 =222 o2 == 2
£ (“ 8t’8x> 2 (m) 2 <8x> ’ (620)
has partial derivatives
oL ou oL ou
— < =p =, and ——— =—-K —. 621
TONCE S O

Inserting those into the Euler-Lagrange equation (619), and observing that £
does not explicitly depend on u (so dL/0u = 0) leads to

o[ ou 0 ou 0%u 0%u

_&flp&f] _c%:l_K&z:]:_p(W+K83:2:O’ (622)
which reproduces the wave equation (606).

It should be stated that mechanical problems are usually never treated with
this mechanism, since the formalism is way too complicated, and the respective
partial differential equations for the displacement field u(z,t) can be obtained
in a much simpler way. The method outlined above, however, is used in high
energy physics, and when dealing with interactions that do not easily lead to
field equations otherwise.
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11 Non-inertial reference frames

So far, we have described mechanical problems only in inertial reference frames
where Newton’s first law holds, stating that a body not subject to a force remains
in a state of uniform motion. However, there are important cases where inertial
reference frames are inadequate or complicated. Notably, specifying the motion
of bodies on the surface of the Earth is such an example. Because of the rotation
of the Earth, Newton’s laws (or equivalently, the equations of motion derived via
the Euler-Lagrange formalism) do only hold approximately. In this section, we
discuss a suitably modified version of Newton’s second law in these systems.

11.1 Coordinate transformation

Consider two reference frames F' and F’ that are moving with respect to each
other, and may also change their respective orientation over time:

X3 X3
F X!
Xy F 2

X X
1
O o
The transformation at any instant can be separated in a translation between
the two origins O and (', and a single rotation that adjusts the orientation of the
coordinate systems with respect to each other (see section 1.4). If x is a vector
described by coordinates x; in F', and by coordinates z, in F”, i.e.

3 3
X = Z xTre; = Z xge'i s (623)
i=1 =1

then the two coordinate representations are connected via a rotation matrix R

zo | =R-| o5 |. (624)
T3 xh

As seen in section 1.4, the rotation around the x3 axis is e.g. represented by

cos¢p —sing 0

R,(¢)=| sing cos¢p 0 |. (625)
0 0 1
We then made the transition to infinitesimal rotations, e.g. for the z3 axis
0 —do 0
R,(¢) = Ry(dp) =1+ €,(dp) =1+ | dp 0 0 [, (626)
0 0 O
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with the unity matrix 1. As shown in section 1.5, infinitesimal rotations around
different axes can simply be added up, leading to the general infinitesimal cor-
rection matrix

0  —dgz dopo
€(dpy, dpa, dps) = | des 0  —do¢r |, (627)
—dgy  doy 0

where the d¢; describe infinitesimal rotations around coordinate axes i. If all
infinitesimal rotations d¢; are combined into a vector d¢p = (d¢q, dps, dps), the
action of correction matrix € can be expressed as a vector product:

€-x=d¢pxx (628)
Therefore, we can rewrite the right side of (624) as

R-x=(1+¢) - x=x+dp xx (629)
EAY =TE
=:dx
This means that for an infinitesimal rotation d¢, the coordinate vector needs to
be corrected by the infinitesimal amount dx to make the transition between two
coordinate systems.

11.1.1 Transformation of time derivatives of vectors

Dividing the differential dx in (629) by an infinitesimal time dt leads to an ex-
pression for the temporal derivative of vector x:

dx do

— = — XX=wWw XX, 630

dt dt (630)
where w is the instantaneous angular velocity. This expression reproduces the
relation (30) between the instant velocity v = dr/dt and the position r introduced
earlier, but holds for any vector x, and allows evaluating the temporal derivative
of a vector due to a rotation of the reference frame.

We now consider the temporal derivative of a vector x expressed as a linear

combination of base vectors e’; of I,

x(t) = Y wlt) (). (631)

Both the coefficients z/ and the basis vectors €’; are time dependent, so

dx
dt |,

dx

d
= 2> aiei =Y (del +aje) = | +) ¢, (632)
7 7 I i

The index F' indicates that the derivative is supposed to be taken in frame F,
capturing both the time derivative of the coordinates z and the base vectors
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e’;. The index F’ in the temporal derivative of x indicates that this is the
derivative in system F’: only the temporal derivatives of the coefficients z) are
taken, multiplied with the base vectors €’; that do not change in time in reference
system F’. The second term contains temporal derivatives of €’;, as seen from
reference frame F'. For this, we can use (630):

é, . de'i
Codt

=wxe;, (633)

With this, we can continue with the time derivative of x:

dx dx
— = = +> zi(wxe)
dt|, ~ dt|, =
d d
_ C;(F/+wxzi:x;e’i:;;p+wxx. (634)

The temporal derivative of a vector x as seen from reference frame F' is therefore
given by the temporal derivative of the vector as seen in reference frame F”,

dx
dt

= Z i e';, (635)

F/

corrected by a term that takes into account the time evolution of the base vectors
e’; of frame F’ as seen from frame F'.

11.1.2 Transformation of velocities and accelerations

We now consider the transformation of the characteristic vectors of a moving
point P between two reference frames F' and F’. The origin O’ of F’ should be
displaced by a vector R from the origin of F":

The position vector r’ of point P with respect to origin O can be expressed by
vectors in system F":
r=R+r". (636)
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The displacement vector R between the two reference frames may also change
over time. Therefore, the velocity of P as seen from frame F' is given by

dro AR
dt dt ' dt|,
dR dr’
= — + —| +wxr, (637)
at ' dt |,

where the indices F' and F’ indicate the system with which respect a temporal
derivative is taken. The above expression can be rewritten as

v=V+ve+twxr, (638)

where V = R is the velocity of origin O/ in F, the velocity v’z of P is the one
seen in system F’ with respect to the origin O, angular velocity w captures the
instantaneous change of orientation of the two coordinate systems.

To obtain the acceleration of point P, as seen from reference system F', we take
another temporal derivative of (637):

v
dt dt

/
+[wxr’—|—w><
F

i

dt

. AV’ dr’
= R+ vE +wxvp | + lwxr +wx @ +wxr
dt |, dt |
———
=v'p
= R+ap +2wxvpt+wxr +wx(wxr) (639)

In the first line, only the time dependency of w and r’ was considered. From the
first to the second line, the temporal derivatives of v/ and r’ were corrected for
the rotation of the two reference frames with respect to each other. The newly
introduced term a’p is the acceleration of P, as seen in reference frame F’:

alp =) e (640)

11.2 Dynamics in non-inertial reference frames

So far, we only considered the kinematics of transformations between reference
frames F' and F’. We are not yet able to come up with a description of the
dynamics of a system, as it was defined by Newton’s second law.

To accomplish this, we now postulate that F' is an inertial reference frame for
which Newton’s laws apply, while F” can be a non-inertial reference frame. The
dynamics of a mass point m can then be described in the inertial reference frame
F via Newton’s second law (51):

F=ma, (641)
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where the force F is a sum of all interactions with the environment or other
masses, like gravitation, Coulomb interaction etc. Since there is also a meaning-
ful acceleration vector a’z in the non-inertial reference frame F’, we define an
effective force Fog that allows writing down the equivalent to Newton’s second
law in the non-inertial reference frame:

Feﬁ‘ =m a’F/ . (642)

With the expression (639) for transforming the accelerations between F' and F”,
we find

Fe = F —mR — mw x 1t/ — 2mw X v — mw x (w x 1) (643)

This means that in the non-inertial reference frame, the effective force F.g con-
tains not only the “true” forces generated by interaction of masses, charges etc
also seen in the inertial reference frame F, but also a number of so-called inertial
forces that are a consequence of F’ not being an inertial reference frame.

The first term results from an acceleration of the reference frame with respect
to the inertial frame; this is the apparent force one observes in an accelerating
elevator, or in an accelerating/decelerating vehicle. The second term is due to an
angular acceleration, and has perhaps not an obvious presence in everyday life.

The third term is an apparent force that is proportional to the velocity v/ in
the non-inertial reference frame F’, and referred to as Coriolis force.

The last term in (643) is the centrifugal force that a body in reference frame
F” feels that is proportional to the square of the angular velocity.

11.2.1 Centrifugal force

We first look at the geometry of the centrifugal force term in (643),
Feontrit,. = —mw X (w X 1'). (644)

The orientation of the centrifugal force can
be seen in the figure: For an origin O" of F’
on the rotation axis, the vector w x r’ is the
velocity vector tangential to the trajectory
of the point P. The resulting second vector
product with the angular velocity w makes
the centrifugal force pointing radially away

from the rotation axis.
The modulus of the centrifugal force is given by

IFcentrit.| = mw? |r’| sina = mw?R, (645)

where R is the shortest distance of P from the rotation axis, replicating the
well-known expression for the centrifugal force.
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The centrifugal force is e.g. responsible for the deviation of the shape of the
Earth from an ideal sphere; on the equator, the distance from the center of
the earth is about 21.4km larger than on the poles due to the daily rotation.
Furthermore, the direction of the local acceleration e.g. felt by a mass on a string
does not point directly towards the center-of-mass of the earth, but must be
corrected to take care of the centrifugal term.

11.2.2 Coriolis force
The Coriolis force term?! in (643)
FCoriolis = —2mw X V,F/ (646)

is only present if a body moves with respect to the moving reference system, i.e.,
v/ # 0. The geometry of the Coriolis force can be easily seen for a mass point
that moves with a velocity v/ on a rotating platform:

A

In the left figure, the mass point is moving radially towards the center; in a
coordinate system attached to the rotating platform, the velocity v’ is parallel
to the z} direction. The resulting Coriolis force according to (646) points in the
x) direction. This can be understood in terms of an inertial effect: when moving
radially in, the mass point has an angular momentum that would be too large
for a new (static) position at a smaller radial distance. The mass point tries to
retain its momentum, which appears as an accelerating force in the tangential
direction in the rotating system. In the right figure, the velocity v’ is along the
x| direction, resulting in a Coriolis force pointing radially away from the rotation
axis in the rotating frame. This can be interpreted as an additional centrifugal
term, because with its additional tangential velocity, it appears to have a larger
angular velocity than the rotating reference frame F".

The Coriolis force has consequences on moving bodies on the surface of the
Earth where observations are typically expressed in non-inertial coordinates (lat-
itude and longitude) that are fixed to the rotating Earth. In a coordinate system
(x), x}) aligned with a tangential plane to the Earth, the angular velocity vector
w in the northern hemisphere has a component w, that points away from the
surface of the earth.

24described by Gaspard-Gustave de Coriolis, 1792-1843; published in J. de I'Ecole royale
polytechnique 15, 144-154 (1835)
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e

If a mass moves in the tangential plane with a velocity v’, the projection of
the Coriolis force F¢ onto the tangential plane gives rise to a force that pulls the
mass to the right side (with respect to its velocity, and seen when standing on the
tangential plane). Consequently, air masses that move into a low pressure area
on the northern hemisphere form a spiral that rotates counterclockwise around
the low pressure area. However, only the component w of the angular velocity
that is perpendicular to the tangential plane (2, x}) contributes to an in-plane
projection of the Coriolis force F¢ ).

On the equator, w, = 0 because the angular velocity vector w is parallel to the
surface. For velocities v/ tangential to the surface, the Coriolis force has therefore
no component Fg in the tangential plane. On the southern hemisphere, the
vertical component of the angular velocity vector points into the earth, leading
to air moving into low pressure areas in clockwise spiraling motion.

The Coriolis force is also the basis of recent solid-state inertial sensors for
rotation: in so-called vibrating structure gyroscopes or MEMS gyroscopes, an os-
cillating test mass feels the Coriolis force perpendicular to its oscillating motion
if there is a rotation component perpendicular to the motion of the test mass. A
similar effect seems to be used by some two-winged insects, which sense forces on
so-called halteres vibrating with the wing frequency to determine their angular
velocity and presumably stabilize their orientation in space.

141


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vibrating_structure_gyroscope
https://books.google.com.sg/books?id=WgFPvZyApd0C&redir_esc=y
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Halteres

Version: 11*" Nov, 2017 11:13; svn-65

12 Motion of rigid bodies

In the last section, we encountered a few effects related with the transformation
between an inertial reference frame, and a rotating reference frame. However, we
did not ask about the dynamics of a rotational motion. In this last section, we
will address some of these aspects for so-called rigid bodies, i.e., an ensemble of
mass points in a particular shape with a fixed relative position to each other.

12.1 Orientation of a rigid body in space - Euler angles

Several properties of rigid bodies are easy to describe in a coordinate system that
is fixed to the rigid body. Such a coordinate system may not be an inertial refer-
ence frame, so we need to describe the relative orientation of the body coordinate
system F” with respect to a fixed inertial system F. In section 1.4 we saw that
this transformation can be expressed by a proper rotation, so we just need to
parameterize this rotation. A common way to do this is to compose the rotation
by three rotations around fixed axes such that a vector transforms as

X' = R, (1) ‘R, (0) ‘R, (0) - x. (647)

=3

with rotation matrices (see section 1.4)

cos¢ —sing 0 1 0 0
R,(¢)=| sing cos¢ 0 and R (0)=| 0 cosf —sind | . (648)
0 0 1 0 sinf cosf

The angles 1,0, ¢ in (647) are referred to as Euler angles®®. The first rotation is
around the z3 axis, followed by a rotation around the x; axis, followed again by
a rotation around the x3 axis. Such a combination of rotations allows preparing
any orientation of a rigid body in space. The figure below shows the orientation
of the coordinate axes in the intermediate and final steps (for positive rotation
angles ¢, 6 and 1)):

25again after Leonhard Euler, 1707-1783
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To work with the Euler angles in practice, the matrix multiplication (647) has

to be directly carried out?¢:
R = R,(¥)-R,(0) Ry(¢) (649)
cos Y cos ¢ — cos Y sin ¢ . :
— sin ) cos 0 sin ¢ — sin cos 6 cos ¢ siny sin &
= sin ¢ cos ¢ — sin Y sin ¢ B .
+ cos 1) cos # sin ¢ + sin v cos 0 cos ¢ cos  sin 6
sin # sin ¢ sin 6 cos ¢ cos

12.1.1 Euler angles and angular velocity

In some situations, one can use the Euler angles as dynamic variables that de-
scribe the dynamics of the orientation of a body in an inertial reference frame.
Then, the time derivatives of the Fuler angles will become the generalized veloc-
ities. The changing angles can be represented by vectors g}.’), 6, and ¢ pointing in
the direction of the rotation axis as discussed in section 1.5:

Vector ¢ is aligned with the z3 axis in the inertial system F', vector 1) points
into the direction of the x} axis in system F” attached to the rigid body, and 0
points into the direction of the line of nodes where the two circles in the figure
intersect. The instant values of ¢, 0, and 1 can be summed up to an angular
velocity of the rigid body with respect to the inertial frame F. To be more
useful in describing the dynamics later, we will describe this vector in system F”
attached to the body.

The simplest case is that of the angular velocity associated to a change of Euler
angle v, because it is already aligned with the basis vector 3 of F’. therefore, the
components of ¥ in I’ are given by:

P =Py =0, thy=1, (650)

26To worsen this misery, not all texts use the same convention on how to count the Euler
angles. Check carefully if you ever need them, or avoid them altogether when you can.
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where w is simply the change of Euler angle ¢ in time. Vector 0 is parallel to
the line of nodes, and therefore perpendicular to the 2 axis; its components in
F' are given by

./ . ./ . -/

0, =0cosy, 0,=—0siny, 60,=0. (651)

Finally, the components of ¢ in F’ are given by

qﬁizd)sin@sinw, g},’);:gz.SSmQCosdz, gb;:(bcosQ. (652)

The total angular velocity vector w due to a change of Euler angles in time
is given by the sum of individual rotation vectors. In the reference system F”
attached to the body, the components of w are therefore given by

o psinfsiny + 6Ocost
w=0¢+0+1 = | ¢sinfcosyy — Bsiny : (653)
écos@ + w

12.1.2 Limitations of Euler angles to describe body orientations

While every rotation of a rigid body with respect to an inertial system can be
described by a set of Euler angles, its usefulness for practical problems is very
limited. The problem is that not every rotation leads to a smooth evolution of the
Euler angles. For example, a body reference system F’ and the inertial reference
system F' are initially aligned, a rotation around axis x5 would require the angle
¢ to jump to 7/2 and ¢ to —7/2, while 6 follows the rotation. This problem is
referred to as gimbal lock, and was a problem in early inertial guidance systems,
among them one that occurred during the lunar landing mission of Apollo 11.

Therefore, other ways of representing the orientation of a body are often cho-
sen. One can use the rotation matrix R directly, but would have to store 9
entries. While this allows for fast vector transformations, this method has the
disadvantage that it is numerically intensive to correct for numerical errors in
matrices that are not exact rotations.

A method that requires four variables to store the orientation of a body, and
avoids the gimbal lock problem as well as the re-normalization problem involves
quaternions. They are an extension of the concept of complex numbers, with
three roots of -1 and allow for an efficient calculation of concatenated rotations.
Quaternions are beyond the scope of this course, but they form the basis of
most orientation descriptions in current applications in navigation, robotics and
computer graphics.
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12.2 Inertia of a rigid body

A description of the dynamics of a rotating body requires an expression for its
kinetic energy. We consider the rigid body to be made up by N masses m,, with
a fixed relative position with respect to each other. The positions of the masses
forming the body are described in a coordinate system or reference frame F” fixed
to the body, because there, the positions do not depend on the orientation of the
body in space. The position r, of each particle is described by a center-of-mass
position R of the body with respect to some inertial reference frame F' with origin
O, and a distance vector r’,, from the center-of-mass location:

By definition, the velocity of the individual masses making up the rigid body
vanishes identically in the reference frame F’ moving with the body:

dr’,,
v, =2l =, (654)
dt |
Using (630), the velocity of mass m,, in inertial reference frame F' is given by
dr,, dR N dr’,, dR N dr’,, Xt
Vo = —f = — = — N
dt |, dt "~ dt |, dt ' dt |,
=0
= V+wxr'y, (655)

where V denotes the center-of-mass velocity of the body, and w is the instanta-
neous rotation vector of the moving reference frame F’ with respect to F.

12.2.1 Kinetic energy of a rigid body
With this, the kinetic energy of the body can be evaluated:

1 1
T = §¥mavi:§§ma(v+wxr'a)2
1 1
- §ZmaV2 + Y moV-(wxRy) + §Zma(w X 1'y)? (656)
1 1
= 5 (Zma> V2 4+ V. [w X Zmar'a] + §Zma(w x1')?,
« « (07
=M —MR’
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where M is the total mass of the body. The second sum over masses contains
the center-of-mass position R’ in the body coordinate system F’. If the reference
system [F” is centered in the center-of-mass position of the body then R’ = 0,
and the total kinetic energy can be written as

1 1
T = 5MV2 +35 > ma(w X '0)? =t Tivans + Trot » (657)

i.e., the total kinetic energy is a sum of a translation part that only depends on
the center-of-mass velocity V and the total mass M of the body, and a rotational
energy Tro that is independent from the center-of-mass motion.

The modulus of the vector product in the rotational energy can be converted
to scalar products with the vector identity

(axb)!=(axb)-(axb)=(a-a)(b-b)—(a-b)?, (658)
leading to the rotational energy

Toor = ;Zma [er’i — (w- r'a)ﬂ . (659)

«

We now evaluate the scalar products explicitly in Cartesian components:

3 3 3 3
Trot = ;Zma [(Z (A),?) (Z x/i7k> _ (Z Wi]]/a,i> (Z (A}jx/a,j>]
« =1 k=1 =1 7=1
3 3
= 2.2 Ma [wincsij <Z x'ik) - Wiwﬂ'aﬂ'a,j] (660)
k=1

a g5=1
1 3 3 5 1 3
/ / /
= 9 D wiwj D ma |0 | D 2an] = 7aitley || = 9 > wiw;li;.
i,j=1 « k=1 1,j=1
=:I;;

The total kinetic energy is therefore a bilinear function of the vector w, with
coefficients I;; that only depend on the mass distribution in the rigid body. The
coefficients /;; can be written in matrix, and the kinetic energy becomes a “sand-
wich product” of a matrix between two vectors,

] Iy Lo Iz
Tt = -zw-1-w, with I=| Iy I Ixs |. (661)
5wl 1
Is1 I3y I3z

The object I is referred to as the inertia tensor for the rigid body. A tensor
associated with a physical property has slightly richer properties than a simple
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matrix in the sense that it has well-defined transformation properties under sim-
ilarity transformations. Before looking into this, we review the properties of the
matrix entries of I:

12 12 / / / /
%: ma(r a7 a,l) - %: m@xa,lxa,Q - %: maxa,lxa,S
2 2
1= - %: MaTp9Th Za: M (r'y — x,a,Q) - %: MaTp 9T 3 . (662)
! / ! ! /2 /2
- %: m&‘ra,S‘ra,l - Xa: ma'ra,B‘Ta,Z %: ma(r a & a,3>

The zi,; refer to the j-th component of the position of mass element o with
respect to the center-of-mass of the body, and 7’2 = m’i’l + x’ig -+ x’i’g is the
square of the distance of mass element « from the center-of-mass. The tensor

entries are symmetric under index exchange:
Ii; = Ij;, (663)

which reduces the independent tensor elements to three diagonal terms Iy, Is9,
and I33 (referred to as moments of inertia), and three independent off-diagonal
elements 15 = Io1, log = I35, and I13 = I3; (referred to as products of inertia).

12.2.2 Evaluation of the tensor elements

As shown in the figure below for the example of axis x3, the moments of inertia
(diagonal elements of I) in (662) contain the difference

12 22
ra_xa,fi*roz,J_? (664>

where 7’| is the distance to the rotation axis of mass element «. This reproduces
the form for the moment of inertia known from elementary physics courses.

To evaluate the inertia tensor elements for continuous solids, the sum over all
masses in (662) is replaced by an integral over the volume V' of the body, and
the masses m,, by a (possibly position-dependent) mass density p(r’):

I = /d%’p(r’) [6¢jr'2 — x;xﬂ : (665)
14

with volume element d®z’ for the integration.

147



Version: 11*" Nov, 2017 11:13; svn-65

12.2.3 Angular momentum of a rigid body

From (123) in section 4.2, a rigid body has a total angular momentum
L= roxp,=RxP+> r, xpl,, (666)

with center-of-mass position R and total linear momentum P. In the reference
frame F” fixed to the body (with an origin at its center-of-mass), this simplifies
to

L'=>) 1. xp,. (667)

The velocity v/, in p’, is given by (655) in an inertial reference frame F. It is
referenced with respect to the center-of-mass of the body where V/ = 0, so

P =mave =my(w xr'y). (668)

With this, the total angular momentum (667) becomes

L' = Zmar'a X (wx1'y)
= > ma [T’Zw —r' (', w)} : (669)
where in the last step, we made use of the vector product identity
ax(bxa)=(a-a)b—a(a-b). (670)

Expression (669) has two entries that are linear in w; to see this better, we look
at the components of L/:

/ 12 / /
L, = Zma rawi—a:a7iZ$a,jwj
o J
12 / /
= D ma), [wjfsz‘j Do ak — L ail a,jwjl
e j k

= > [Z Ma (%' Sl x’a,ia:’a,jﬂ = 5" Iw, (671)

J

=1,
with the same tensor components [;; as in (660). The last expression is the result

of a multiplication of vector w from the right side to tensor I, so the total angular
momentum can also be written as:

L'=1w, (672)

which is the rotation analog to the expression of the linear momentum p =
mv. Inertia tensor I therefore takes the role of the inertial object property for
rotations, but it is not a simple scalar like the mass m. The total rotational
energy (661) can be expressed as a scalar product using the angular momentum:

1 1
Tmt:§w~(l~w):§w~L’. (673)

!
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12.2.4 Transformation properties of the inertia tensor

In section 1.4, we briefly mentioned that vectors and tensors as physical properties
can be identified by their transformation properties under similarity transforma-
tions M. To see this, we take (672) and change the notation slightly, since the
prime in L’ just indicates that the angular momentum was to be taken with
respect to a coordinate system originating in the COM of the rigid body. We
now consider two versions of (672) in two coordinate systems F' and F” that both
originate in the COM of the rigid body:

L=Iw and L'=1-w’". (674)
Both L and w are vectors, so they obey the transformation rules

L'=M-L and «o'=M- w (675)
with the same matrix M. Using this in (674) leads to

M-I-w=ML=L=Iu-=-I'M w. (676)

This equality holds for all vectors w, leading to the matrix identity

M-I=T-M (677)

or

I'=M-I-M"' (678)

which is the matrix version of the componentwise tensor transformation rule (43).
This can be seen using

(M) = (M");; = (M) (679)

for similarity transformations M. Then,
L= @)y = (M :
= > (M) (DuM ™)y,

kl

= > midum, (680)
el

which is exactly the required transformation rule (43) for a tensor of rank 2. So
the inertia tensor I is a property of the rigid body, independent of the chosen
coordinate system in which it is described.
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12.2.5 Principal rotation axes of a rigid body

Relation (672) states that the inertia tensor I linearly transforms the vector w
into another vector L; if w and L are parallel, they are eigenvectors of I. Each
tensor I has a set of three orthogonal eigenvectors iy, iz, i3. In a coordinate system
where base vectors e; are parallel to the eigenvectors i;, the inertia tensor takes
a simple diagonal form:

Iy 0 O L 0 0
I=| 0 I, 0 |=|0 I, 0 (681)
0 0 133 0 0 [3

The directions e; are called principal rotation axes, and for a rotation around
them, the angular momentum L is parallel to w. The evaluation of the inertial
tensor is particularly simple if the tensor I is evaluated in coordinates aligned with
the principal rotation axes, as only three tensor elements need to be evaluated.

12.2.6 Relation between body symmetries and the inertia tensor

Evaluation of the inertial tensor is simple in the principal rotation axes, but it
is not always obvious how these axes are oriented. Often the symmetry of the
body gives an indication where they are. At the very least, symmetries can help
to reduce the calculation effort. To see how this works, we first consider a body
with a mirror symmetry. The example below has a mirror symmetry with respect
to plane M; perpendicular to the x; axis:

X3 A\

body —*

The inertia tensor as a body property should therefore also be invariant under
a mirror transformation, represented by a matrix M :

-1 0 0
I=I'=M -I-M;" with M =M"=| 0 1 0 (682)
0 01
The symmetry requirement is equivalent to
I-M =M, -I, (683)
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which we now explicitly check by calculating the matrix products:

_[11 112 113 _Ill _Il2 _[13
lM = —[21 [22 [23 and Ml = 121 IQQ [23 . (684)
_[31 I32 [33 [31 [32 I33

Since both matrices need to be the same, we can immediately see by comparison
that I = Iy = I13 = I33 = 0. The inertia tensor of a body with mirror
symmetry in z; axis has therefore the form

0 0
i=|o . |, (685)

where the dots indicate positions in the tensor that may not vanish. This matrix
is block diagonal, so we already know that a vector parallel to the x; axis is an
eigenvector of I, i.e., x; is a principal rotation axis of the rigid body. Similarly,
one can show that the mirror symmetry in x3 direction implies a form of the
inertia tensor of

0
0

L]

. , (686)
0 0
so the x3 axis is also a principal rotation axis. Therefore, the x, axis is also a
principal rotation axis, and tensor I is diagonal in the shown coordinates. This
method of identifying vanishing tensor entries due to symmetries requires very
little effort, and simplifies the determination of tensor entries a lot.

The shown example has another symmetry: it is invariant under rotations
around the z3 axis by 120°. We consider the implications of this symmetry by
looking at a rotation invariance under any rotation around the x3 axis:

c —s 0
Ry0) I=[-By) with Ryfo)=|s ¢ 0 ), (67

where ¢ = cosa and s = sin . Carrying out the two multiplications leads to

CIH — 8121 0112 — SIQQ CIlg — 8123

Eg(‘)‘) 1= sliyy +clyy slis+clyy shiz+clyy |
I3, I3 Is3
cliy + sl —sly +clia I3
I-R,(a) = cloy + slyy —sly +clyn Iy |, (688)

clsy + sl3y —sl3 +clsy I3z

which we now explore more carefully. By comparing the (1,1) entries in both
matrices, we find
—8121 = 8112 = SIQl (689)
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because of the symmetry [;; = I;; from (663). For rotation angles av # 0,7, ...
where s # 0, this requires that

Lio= I = 0. (690)
This, by comparing the (1,2) components in (688), requires also
In= I . (691)

Next, we compare the (3, 1) entries in the products (688):

131 S
Iy =cl. I - —= 692
31 = Cl31 + Sl3 Im  1—c (692)
for a non-vanishing Is». The same procedure for the (3,2) entries gives
I 1—
Iyp= —sly +clyy  — 2=27¢ (693)
[32 —S
Both ratios have different signs, which only can be fulfilled if
131 :]32 :Ilg :]23 =0. (694)

With these requirements, a tensor I with a rotational symmetry other than 180°
in x3 direction has the simple form

ILi;y 0 O
I=( 0 Inu 0 |, (695)
0 0 I3

i.e., the axis of rotational symmetry is a principal rotation axis, and any axis in
the 1, x5 plane is a principal rotation axis as well, with degenerate moments of
inertia. A body with such properties is referred to as a symmetric top.

The exploration of symmetries to determine the number of independent entries
in tensors goes far beyond the application to the tensor of inertia: In many areas
of physics, symmetries e.g. in materials (due to their crystalline structure) imply
if a physical property signified by a tensor takes a particular form, or is even
present.

12.2.7 Inertia tensor for displaced rotation axes

In the derivation of the inertia tensor components, we assumed that the mass
distribution is described in a coordinate system centered in the center-of-mass
of the rigid body. However, often a rotation takes place around an axes not
containing the center-of-mass, so it is interesting to calculate the inertia tensor
elements with respect to a point () that is displaced from the center-of-mass by
a vector —a:
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To find the inertia tensor elements J;; with respect to the new center (), we
recall expression (660) for the tensor elements in the center-of-mass system,

3
L = Zma l(?ij (Z x'ik> — xla,im,a,j] ; (696)
o k=1

and evaluate the expression for displaced positions r, = r’,, + a for the masses:

3
Ty = Sy (D 0aa ) = s + s 40
a k=1
3
= D M [5@' (Z I’i,g) — 0 f’?'a,jl
a k=1
=I;;
3
+> ma [625 <Z(ai + 2x’a7kak)> — (i 0y + a2’ i + aiaj)] (697)
o k=1

In the second line, all terms that contain a single z/, component appear in a sum
over all o together with mass m,. Since the x7,, are positions relative to the
center-of-mass,

> maxl, =0 (698)

by definition. This simplifies the expression of the new tensor elements:

3
Jij = Iij + Zma [52J (Z CL%) — aiaj]
a k=1
Lij + M[6;2* — a;a;], (699)

where M is the total mass of the rigid body. Thus, the inertia tensor J with
respect to a different rotation center () than the center-of-mass is given by the
sum of the inertia tensor I of the body with respect to its center-of-mass and
an inertia tensor by a single mass M, displaced by a vector a from the rotation
center. This is the so-called parallel axis— or Huygens-Steiner theorem?’.

2Tafter Christiaan Huygens, 1629-1695 and Jakob Steiner, 1796-1863
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12.3 Equation of motion of a rotating rigid body

To describe the dynamics of a rotating body, we first choose a coordinate system
F" fixed to the body that is aligned with the principal rotation axes. Then, the
inertia tensor is diagonal, and the rotational energy (661) and angular momentum
(672) are given by

1 3
7@:§§Mﬁ and L; = Liw;. (700)
i=1

The influence of external forces to the body is captured by a torque N acting on

the body; we recall (129):

dL

— =N. 701

dt (701)
This relation was derived in an inertial system, but it is most convenient to
describe the dynamics of rotation in the coordinate system F’ attached to the
body. Therefore, we use the transformation rule (634) for time derivative of

vectors between reference systems:

dL
N= —
dt

L

| twx L (702)

F F'

We now evaluate this equation for one component in the reference system F’
attached to the body:

dL dL
71 =N = — +wolg — w3ly
t |, dt |,
d([yw
= g + CUQIgOJg — W3IQUJ2
dt |,
= Ild}l + w3w2(13 - _[2) . (703)

The equations for the other components can be obtained by cyclic permutation
of the indices:

N2 = IQCZ)Q + w1w3(11 — ]3) and
N3 = Igd)g + w2w1(12 — [1) . (704)

These equation can be summarized in a compact notation with the totally anti-
symmetric symbol €;jj:

k

These equations are referred to as Euler’s®® equation of motion for the rigid body.
They look relatively innocent, but what makes them hard to solve in practice is
that the torque N must also be expressed in the reference system F” attached to
the rotating body, which may require a knowledge of the instantaneous orienta-
tion in an external inertial reference frame.

28

same Leonhard Euler as before
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12.4 Force-free rotation of a symmetric top

The solution of Euler’s equation of motion (705) becomes relatively simple if
there is no torque acting on the rotating body, and it is freely evolving. We start
with the motion of a symmetric top with moments of inertia Iy = I, # I3. The
equations of motion take the form

([1 — [3)(,02(4)3 — Ilwl = 0
(Ig—]l)w;gwl —Ilwg =0
I = 0. (706)

From the last equation, we find w3 = 0 or w3 = const., so the first two equations
can be re-arranged:

w = - (I‘"’I—;Ilw?,) wy = —Quws
Wy = (L‘I—;hwz),) w = Qup o
with a constant L1,
Q= T, ws . (708)

This coupled set of equations can be easily solved by introducing a variable
7 := wi + iwsy, and adding the two equations (707) accordingly:

wy +iwe = —iQ(wy +iwy) = 0 or
i—iQn=0. (709)

This simple linear equation of motion has a solution
n(t) = Ae™ = Acos Qt + iAsinQt, (710)
or, for the two components of the rotation vector,

wi(t) = AcosQt
wo(t) = AsinQt
ws(t) = const. (711)

We could have introduced a phase shift in the solution (710) to meet any initial
condition, but that would not have substantially altered the solution for w(t). The

angular velocity vector w (with modulus |w| = /w3 + A? is precessing around the
coordinate axis x4 in the rotating reference frame F’ with a precession angular
frequency Q2 from (708). Depending on the relative magnitude of I; and I3, the
precession vector € (indicating the precession sense of w) is either parallel or
antiparallel to €’s.

155



Version: 11*" Nov, 2017 11:13; svn-65

€34
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, 1> 13 , 1 <13
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This still describes the dynamics of w in the reference frame of the body. To
transform this back to an inertial reference frame of an observer, we note that the
force-free condition (and the fact that we have assumed no dissipation) requires
that the rotational energy is constant:

1
Tt = iw - L = const. (712)

Furthermore, the total angular momentum of the system is conserved in an in-
ertial reference frame F', i.e., the vector L has both a constant modulus and
direction. Energy conservation in the form of (712) requires that the projec-
tion of w onto L and therefore the angle between them is constant as well. To
understand the relative orientation of vectors L, w, and the principal axis of
rotation €’s (often referred to as the figure azis of the symmetric top because of
the symmetry relation discussed earlier), we consider the vector product

w X €5 = wye'y — wye's (713)

with the components w; in the rotating reference frame. This vector is perpen-
dicular both to €’3 and w. The scalar product

L- ((AJ X elg) = [1(4.)1&)2 — IQWQ(.Ul =0 (714)

vanishes because I; = I, in the symmetric top. Therefore, L is perpendicular to
w X €’3, which implies that L, w and e’5 are all in the same plane:

1> 15 | 1 <I3 L,
. B g I
figure .~ el
. \ N
axis  ~o_
precession
Q

Q /
Depending on the ratio between I; and I3, the orientation of the three vectors
is as shown in the figure; here, 2 denotes the direction of w precessing around the

figure axis €’s3. In both cases, the angle between the figure axis and the angular
momentum is constant, and the figure axis precesses around L fixed in space.
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12.5 Rotation of a heavy symmetric top

As an example of a more complex rotary motion, we consider the movement
of a heavy symmetric top that is spinning around its figure axis, touching the
ground at a single point O; the distance between the touching point O and the
center-of-mass of the top C' should be [:

X3 A X3

@)
FETTETTTTTT T rrrrri

In section 12.2.6 we saw that a rotationally symmetric top with a body coor-
dinate system F’ chosen to include the figure axis has a diagonal inertia tensor I
with two possibly different entries I; and /3.

The challenging part of this problem is the gravitational acceleration leading to
a non-vanishing torque N. This torque is well-defined in the inertial frame, but
needs to be transformed into the body coordinate system F’ to use the equations
of motion (705) to describe the dynamics of the rotation vector. Furthermore,
the rotation vector w would need to be integrated to obtain the orientation — a
task that can not be accomplished as easily as for the force-free top.

This problem can be tackled if the Euler angles ¢, # and v describing the ori-
entation of the top with respect to the inertial reference frame are taken as gen-
eralized coordinates for the problem. The equations of motion are then obtained
with the standard Euler-Lagrange mechanism (206). For this, an expression for
the kinetic energy 7' is needed; for the symmetric top, it is according to (661)
and (695) given by

(LW} + ) + I (715)

DN | —

Trot = ;Z[zw; -

Note that in order to have only a rotational part of the kinetic energy, the inertia
tensor elements need to be evaluated with respect to the origin O of F' and F’,
and O is not the center-of-mass of the top. This is not a problem, because the
figure is still rotationally symmetric with respect to zf, hence I is diagonal and
has only two different entries [, I3. Using the expression (653) for the angular
velocity w in the body coordinate system, one obtains a total kinetic energy as
a function of the generalized coordinates and velocities:

T = ;Il ((;52 sin? 6 + 92) + ;1'3 ((b cos f + w)Q : (716)
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The potential energy is simply given by the total mass and the center-of-mass
position,

U= Mglcos@, (717)
leading to the Lagrange function
1 . . 1 . .
L=T-U-= 5]1 (qb2 sin? 0 + 92) + 5_73 (QSCOSQ + 2/})2 — Mgl cos® . (718)

Immediately, one can identify ¢ and v as cyclic coordinates, leading to two con-
stant corresponding generalized momenta

oL

Py = a—(b = (Il sin? 0 + I5 cos? 9) ¢ + I3 cos 0y = const. (719)
OL S
Py = @ = I (¢ + ¢ cos 9) = const. (720)

These quantities are angular momenta, and more specifically, projections of the
total angular momentum L on the z3 axis and 2 axis, respectively. They can be
used to obtain simple differential equations for the Euler angles ¥ and ¢:

: Dy — Py COS 0
_ 21
QS Il sin2 0 ’ (7 )
: Py (ps — pycosl)cosb
= —= — . 722
@Z) [3 Il sin2 0 ( )

To solve the remaining problem, i.e., the time evolution of €, we follow an ap-
proach of an effective potential similar to the central force problem in section 8.2.
The system is conservative, so the total energy E should be conserved:

1. . N1
E = 5[1 (¢2 sin 6 + 02) + ilgw’g +M gl cos 0 = const. (723)
—_——
=p;,/2I3

By subtracting the (constant) kinetic energy term due to rotation around the
figure axis from E one finds the relation

(ps — py cos 6)?
21, sin? 0

1 .
= 5[192“/6&(9), (724)

Py

E —
213

|
= F = 5_7192+ + Mgl cos 6

introducing an effective potential Vog(6) that only depends on the angular mo-
mentum constants py, ps and the coordinate 6.

Formally, one could integrate (724), and analogous to (328) in the central force
problem obtain a function

1(8) = / g a9 , (725)
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invert the result to obtain (), and use (721/722) to obtain the solutions for
the other two coordinates ¢(t), 1(t). However, this can be reasonably done only
numerically.

The type of motion can be characterized in a similar way as for the central
force problem by looking at Vg (6):

DY

Tt

For pg # py, the effective potential limits the angle 6 to the interval between 0
and 7 due to the sin® § term in the denominator of the effective potential in (724).
The effective potential has a minimum at 6, which can lead to a precession of the
top with a constant angle 6 if the total excess energy E’ is minimal. Otherwise,
0 will oscillate between two extremal angles 6, and 6. This oscillatory motion is
referred to as nutation.

12.5.1 Precession of the heavy top without nutation

The minimum in the effective potential that leads to a motion with a constant
angle 6y can be obtained by differentiating the effective potential. With the
abbreviation

B :=py — pycost, (726)

that also appears in (719/720) for the other two Euler angles, the condition for
a minimum of veg 1S

1 OVegr 0 [52 1
0= — + Mgl cost
o |y_g, 00 |21, 66,
23py sin Oy sin® fy — 322 sin O cos by _
= — Mglsin @
2[1 sin4 90 grsmvo
_ By sin? 6, — 3 C(?S go — Mgl sin* 4, | (727)
1, sin” 6,
or
Bpy sin® g — % cos By — Mgll, sin* 6y = 0. (728)
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This equation has two solutions for :

4Mgll 0
1%1_9;@80] | (729
Dy

8, = py sin? Oy
~ 2cos b

For the solutions to be real, the argument of the root must be positive. Assuming
that 0y < m/2 (i.e., the top is above the surface), this requires

AMglI, cos 0y < pi, = 1247 (730)
This condition imposes a minimum for the necessary angular momentum projec-
tion on the figure axis x4, but allows for a range of possible angles 0, as long as
the top spins fast enough. If the angular momentum p,, is much larger than this
minimum, the square root in (729) can be approximated,

AMgll 0 2Mgll 0
1_w%1_w7 (731)
Py Py
leading to two approximate values for 5 of
in? 6 MglI, sin® 6,
5+%w7 and f_ ~ D29 sIm Yo (732)
cos by Dap

For the change of the orientation of the figure axis in real space, i.e., the precession
speed, we use (719), and find two values corresponding to the two values for  in
(732):

; . B _ Py . I 3w§,
¢+ - -2 ~ - )
Il S11 00 Il COS (90 [1 COS 90
. _ Mgl Mgl

I sin%6, py Dl

The lower precession rate (ﬁ, is apparently what is typically observed for this
problem, leading to a faster and faster precession rate as a top slows down.
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12.6 Stability of rotations of rigid bodies

Even the very simple case of a force-free rotation of a complex object around
its principal rotation axes is not as simple as it appears; we consider a rigid
body with a coordinate system aligned to its principal rotation axes, assuming
I3 > 1, > Iq:

X3

\j

Xh?j
w.

If the body rotates approximately but not exactly around the x| axis, the
angular velocity vector can be written as

1

w=we + ey +pe's, with \pu<<w. (734)

Euler’s equations of motion for the force-free rotating body (705) allow determin-
ing the time-dependence of the coefficients wy, A and pu:

(I — )\ — Ly, = 0, (735)
(Is — I pwy — A = 0, (736)
([1 — [2)>\w1 — Igu = 0. (737)

Since we start out with small perturbations of the rotation vector from the prin-
cipal axis, we can approximate the product Ay in (735) initially by 0, so the
angular velocity w; remains constant over time:

—~Liw; =0 — w; = const. (738)

The other two equations lead to a coupled system of differential equations,

Iy — 1 . L —D

A= Wi (739)
We can not use the same trick as for the force-free symmetric top in section
12.4, because the coupling constant is not the same. Instead, we can chain the
equations, effectively eliminating the variable u:

ILi-hL . Li—L LD

by —
1, W I I

Wil (740)
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or
. L —13) (I, — I
A4+ Q2A=0 with QMZMV(l 3) i =), (741)
I, I3
This second order linear differential equation for A(t) has the familiar solution
At) = Aeht 4 Bemiht (742)

For I} < I3 and I; < I, as postulated initially, the angular frequency €2, is real,
resulting in an oscillatory evolution of the rotation components along axes x,
and xf with a fived amplitude. This means that small deviations of w from the
principal axis 2] remain small.

The situation changes if the rotation takes place around axis z; by cyclic
permutation from the expression in (741) one obtains

%:@¢@ghﬂ5im. (743)

This time, the expression in the square root becomes negative, resulting in an
imaginary )y and therefore an exponentially growing contribution in the equiv-
alent solution to (742). Thus, a small deviation of the angular velocity vector
from axis x5 does not lead to a stable rotation. For a rotation around axis
with the largest moment of inertia, one obtains

%:%¢%£bﬂh;m, (744)

which is real-valued again, resulting in a stability of small perturbations of the
rotation axis alignment with %, similar to the rotations around z. In summary,
rotations around the axis with the largest and with the smallest moment of inertia
are stable, a rotation around the third axis is unstable for a rigid body with three
different principal moments of inertia.

12.6.1 Symmetric top

For a symmetric top, with [; = I a rotation around axis zj can be treated
similarly, but the equation of motion for p in (739) becomes simpler:

=0 — u=const. (745)
consequently, the equation for A\ leads to a non-oscillating solution for the per-
turbation component,

o I3—1

jo = h
I

which is not limited over time. Thus, the rotation of a symmetric top around

an axis other than the figure axis is unstable, and only the rotation around the
figure axis x4 is stable.

wip = const.  — A\(t) = At + B, (746)
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